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Reproduction (from mating to hatching) of Neotropical 
pitvipers in the genus Bothrops has received more atten-

tion in recent decades (e.g., Almeida-Santos and Salomão 
2002; Marques et al. 2013; Silva et al. 2019). The Common 
Lancehead, Bothrops atrox (Linnaeus 1758) is a medium-sized 
(total length 750–1,250 mm), mainly nocturnal snake with a 
generalist diet; it is distributed throughout the Amazon and 
Orinoco Basins in northern South America, with records 
from the eastern slopes of the Cordillera Oriental of the 
Andes of Colombia to an elevation of 1,900 m asl (Dunn 
1944; Martins and Oliveira 1998; Campbell and Lamar 
2004; Wallach et al. 2014; Nogueira et al. 2019). According 
to Campbell and Lamar (2004), snakes from elevations 
exceeding 1,500 m asl on the eastern slopes of the Cordillera 
Oriental of Colombia belong to a distinct species, but they 
are currently included in B. atrox pending an integrative taxo-
nomic review including low- and mid-elevation samples for 
comparison. An extended reproductive cycle for B. atrox in 
the Brazilian Amazon was described by Silva et al. (2019), 
with pregnant females occurring throughout the year (except 
May) and an average litter size of 11 (range 3–32) neonates 
that increases with female body size. Seasonal births, how-
ever, were found to occur mainly at the end of the dry season 
(August–October) (Silva et al. 2019).
 Despite extensive knowledge of B. atrox reproduction 
in Brazil and the Amazon Basin (Dixon and Soini 1977; 
Duellman 1978; Martins and Oliveira 1998; Silva et al. 
2019), we know little about reproduction in populations 
from Colombia and other countries with Andean popula-
tions (Quiñones-Betancourt et al. 2018). Herein we present 
a record of a pregnant female from an Andean mid-elevation 
locality in the Cordillera Oriental of Colombia.
 An adult female B. atrox (SVL 787 mm; tail length 
129 mm) (Fig. 1) killed by locals on 20 October 2020 at 

the Vereda Algodones, Municipality of Ubalá, Department 
of Cundinamarca, Colombia (04.6967°N, -73.3699°W, 
WGS84; elev. 1,287 m asl) was deposited in the Museo de 
Historia Natural of the Universidad de Caldas (MHN-UCa 
R-0619), Manizales, Colombia. General pholidosis of the 
snake includes 25-23-19 dorsal scales, 190 ventrals, undivided 
cloacal plate, and 54 divided subcaudal scales. Although the 
shattered head prevented a count of cephalic scales, the speci-
men had a color pattern and pholidosis similar to B. atrox 
sensu stricto. The snake contained 14 oviductal eggs averaging 
24.12 ± 1.89 mm (21.00–28.41 mm; n = 12) in length and 
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Fig. 1. A female Common Lancehead (Bothrops atrox) (MHN-UCa 
R-0619; SVL 787 mm, TL 129 mm) from Ubalá, Department of 
Cundinamarca, Colombia, with 14 oviductal eggs. Scale bar = 5 cm. 
Photograph by Héctor E. Ramírez-Chaves.
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22.24 ± 2.88 mm (15.80–25.12 mm; n = 12) in width. We 
found no primary or secondary follicles on the ovaries (see 
Almeida et al. 2014 for descriptions and definitions). We dis-
sected the three largest eggs and found no evidence of embryo 
or yolk formation, suggesting recently ovulated eggs. After 
dissection, we sutured the specimen following the protocol of 
Hoyos et al. (2015).
 For B. atrox in the Amazon Basin, the female reproduc-
tive cycle (i.e., ovulation-fertilization-pregnancy) is continu-
ous throughout the year in synch with the relatively constant 
environmental conditions (Silva et al. 2019). However, 
whether this pattern will hold for higher-elevation popula-
tions inhabiting areas where precipitation is bimodal (March–
May and September–December) remains unknown.
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