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White COVID-19 Deaths Increased More in Red States Than in Blue States in 2021
Rogelio Saenz and Marc A. Garcia
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s]?: COVID-19 mortality rates increased 70%

i between 2020 and 2021. In the early months

MT of the pandemic, mortality rates among Whites
"ﬁf were higher in blue states (defined as those led

DE by Democratic governors), including New

o York and California. However, by the end of

1\(1:1\[2 2020 and throughout 2021, White COVID-
uT 19 death rates increased more in red states. Of

o the 10 states with the largest increases, seven
ME are led by Republican governors: West
leé Virginia, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Wyoming,

MI Texas, Alabama, and Ohio. There are several
IN . .
WA potential explanations for these trends,

gg including: lower vaccination rates in

VT Republican states and that governors in these
I\iﬁ states were less likely to enact public health
MD mandates, such as requiring masks in public.
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o Figure 1. Absolute Change in White COVID-19 Death Rate by State,
ct 2020 t0 2021

NJ
MA
-50 -30 -10 10 30 50 70 90 110 130 150 170

Changein COVID-19 Death Rate, 2020 t0 2021

)
Lerner Center | () sismsienasii
N

About the Authors

Rogelio Saenz (rogelio.saenz@utsa.edu) is a Professor in the Department of Demography at the University of
Texas at San Antonio. Marc A. Garcia (mgarci49@syr.edu) is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology,
a Lerner Faculty Affiliate, and a Research Associate of the Center for Aging and Policy Studies in the Maxwell School
at Syracuse University.



mailto:rogelio.saenz@utsa.edu
mailto:mgarci49@syr.edu
https://data.cdc.gov/NCHS/Provisional-COVID-19-Deaths-by-Race-and-Hispanic-O/ks3g-spdg

	Figure 1. Absolute Change in White COVID-19 Death Rate by State, 2020 to 2021
	COVID-19 mortality rates increased 70% between 2020 and 2021. In the early months of the pandemic, mortality rates among Whites were higher in blue states (defined as those led by Democratic governors), including New York and California. However, by t...

