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TO MILTON
Milton! thou should'st be living at this Uocﬂ
England hath need of thee; she is a fen
Of stagnant waters; altar sword and pen,
Fireside, the heroic wealth of :ﬂ: and bower,
Have forfeited their ancient English dower
Of inward happiness. We are selfish men;
m‘uw raise us up, return to us again,
And give us manners, virtue,freedom, power.
Thy soul was like a star, and dwelt apart;
Thou hadst a voice whose sound was like the sea;
Pure ,ﬂ\w the naked heavens, majestic, free,
So didst thou travel on life's common way
In cheerful mom:wmsmmm“,m:m yet thy heart
The lowliest duties on herself did lay.

é.éoav%éoﬁw
¥ W.Wordsworth & "< ™= O S VT8 The complete poetical works of Willam Wordsworth/With an
introduction by John Morley,London Macmillan 1889 (p.181) s&\&E D {2°
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SONNET 1.

(0] Emwmsm&mv_ that on yon bloomy spray
Warblest at eve, when all the woods are still;
Thou with fresh hope the lover's heart dost fill,
While the jolly hours lead on propitious May.
Thy 7@7555 notes that close the eye of day,
First heard before the shallow cuckoo's bill,
Portend success in love. mvﬂ if Jobe's will

Hove linked that amorous power to thy soft lay,
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Now timely sing, ere the rude bird of hate
Foretell my hopeless doom in some grove nigh;
As thou from year to year hast sung too late
For my relief, yet hadst no reason why;
Weather the Muse or Love call thee his mate,
Both wad I serve, and of their train am L.
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SONNET 2.
How soon hath time, the subtle thief of youth,
Stolen on his wing my three and twentieth year!
My hasting days fly on with full omwvmmh
But my late spring no bud or blossom m:mévmms.
Perhaps my semblance might deceive the truth,
That I to Bmsroomvww?\mm SO nhear,
And inward ripeness doth much less appear,
That some more timely happy spirits wbammﬁs.
Yet be it less or more or soon or slow,
It shall wmv 75 strictest Bmvzvmca even

To that same lot however mean or high,

Toward which time leads me and the will of heaven.

>
All is, if T hawe the grace to use it so,
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BINE Sxre L (E8)
SONNET 8.
Captain, or colonel, or knight in arms,
Whose chance MM these defenceless doors may seize,
If deed of honour did thee ever please,
Guard them, and him within protect from harms.
He can requite thee, for he knows the charms
That call fame on such gentle acts as these,
And he can spread thy name o'er lands and seas
Whatever clime the sun's bright circle warms.
Lift not thy spear against the Muse's bower;
The great vammEmS conqueror bid spare
The house of Pindarus, when temple and tower
Went to the ground; and the wmvmmﬂﬁma air
Of sad Electra's poet had the power
To save the Athenian walls from ruin bare.
¥alm  of — on
¥ S&m Emethian — Emathian

¥ E&m  repearted — repeated
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SONNET 9.
To a lady.
hmaww_ that in the prime of earliest youth
Wisely hast shunned the broad way and the green,
And with those few art eminently seen,
That labour up the hill of heavenly truth,
The better part with Mary and with Ruth
Chosen thou hast, and they that overween,
And at thy growing virtues fret their spleen,
No anger find in thee but pity and ruth.
Thy care is fixed, and zealously attends
To fill thy odorous lamp with deeds of light,

And hope that reaps not shame; therefore be sure,
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Thou, when the bridegroom with his feastful friends
Passes to bliss at the mid hour of night,
Hast gained thy entrance, virgin wise and pure.
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SONNET 10.
To the lady Margaret Ley.

Daughter to that good Earl, once president

Of England's oocvaF and her treasury,

Who lived in both unstained with gold or fee,

And left them both, more in himself content,

Till the sad breaking of that parliament

Broke him, as that dishonest victory
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At Chaeronea, fatal to liberty,
>
Killed with report that old man epoquent.

Though later born than to have known the days,

Wherein your father flourished, yet by you,
Madam, methinks I see him living yet;
So well your words his noble virtued praise,
That all both judge you to relate them true,
And to Uommmw them, Uobogwm Margaret.
¥ counsil = council
¥u-\&m Chaeronea — Chzeronea
¥o0lom  epoquent — eloquent
¥ S&m posses — possess

honourd — honoured
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SONNET 11.
On the detraction which followed upon my writing certain treatises.
A book was writ of late called A\ﬁmqmommaop 4
And woven close, both matter, form, and style;
The subject new; it walked the town a while,
Numbering good intellects; now seldom pored on.
Cries the stall-reader, Bless us | what a word on

>
A tittle-page is this | ; and some in file
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Stand spelling false, while one might walk to mile-
End green. Why is it harder, sirs, than Gordon,
Colkitto, m_w Macdonnel, mw Gallasp?

Those rugged names to our like mouths grow sleek,
That would have made quintilian stare and gasp.
Thy age like ours, o soul of Sir John Cheek,

Hated not Learning worse than toad or asp,

>
When thou taughtest Cambridge and king Edward Greek.

#—~&m  Tetrachrdon — Tetrachordon
solbm  tittle — title
¥oltm of »or (11RIE)

# SEm  taughtest — taught'st

SONNET 12.
On the same.
I did but prompt the wﬂmm to quit their clogs
By the known rules of ancient liberty,
When straight a Umw_wwocm noice environs me
Of owls and cuckoos, asses, apes, and dogs:
As when those hinds that were transformed to frogs

Railed at Latona's twinborn progeny,
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Which after held the sun and moon in fee.

But this is got by casting pearl to hogs;

That bawl for freedom in their senseless mood,

And still revolt when truth would set them free.

Licence they mean when they cry liberty;

For who loves that, must first be wise and good;

But from that mark how far they rove we see,

For all this waste of wealth, and loss of blood.
¥—lom o afe — age

>
¥olm  barbrous — barbarous
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(—) The judgment of martin bucer concerning divorce.

(™) Tetrachordon: expositions upon the four chief places of scripture which treat of marriage.

(o) Colasterion.
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SONNET 13.
On the new forcers of conscience, under the Long Parliament.

Because you have thrown off your Um‘mmmﬁm lord,

And with stiff vows renounced his liturgy,

To seize the widowed whore plurality

From them whose sin ye envied, not abhorred;

Dare ye for this adjure the civil sword

To force our consciences that mm_w set free,

And ride us with a classic hierarchy

Taught ye by mere A.S., and Rutherford?

Men, whose life, learning, faith, and pure intent,

Would have been held in high esteem with Panl,

Must now be named and printed heretics
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By shallow mmémamw and Scotch what d'ye omvzvu
But do we hope to find out all your tricks,
Your plots and packing, worse than those of Trent;
That so the parliament
May, with their é:mm_mwoam and preventive shears,
Clip your phylacteries, though _owmw your ears,
And succour our just fears,
When they shall red this clearly in your charge,
New presbyter is but old priest writ large.

¥ —~&m  pralate — prelate
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SONNET 14.
To Mr. H. Lawes, on his airs.
Harry, whose tuneful and well-measured song
First taught our English music 7%02 to span
Words with just note and accent, not to scan
With Midas'ears, committing short and long,
Thy worth and skill mxmnﬁﬁmvw\og the throng,
With praise enough for envy to look wan;
To after age thou shalt be writ the man,
That with smooth air couldst humour vest our tongue.
Thou honourst verse and verse must send her wing
To honour thee, the priest of Huwmm/\:w quire,
That tunest their happiest lines in hymn or story.
Dante shall give fame leave to set thee higher
Than his Ommvmv:m, érvov he wooed to sing,
Met in the milder shades of wcwmmmmu\.
¥oUEm  aow — how
¥wlEm exempts A from SE Y thee &< 0 v 50
% S\ Phoevus — Pheevus

¥ B&m Casalla — Casella who — whom
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SONNET 15.

On the religious memory of Mrs. Catherine
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Thomson, my Christian friend, deceased 16 Dec. 1646
When fath and love, which parted from Emmm?\mwm_
Had ripened thy just soul to m&m: with God,
Meekly thy didst resign this earthly load
Of death, called life, which us from life doth sever.
Thy works and alms, and all thy good endeavour,
Stayed not behind, nor in the grave were trod;
But, as faith pointed with her golden rod,
Followed thee up to joy and bliss for ever.
Love led them on; and faith, who knew them best

Thy handmaids, clad them o'er with purple beams



And azure wings, that up they flew so drest,
And speak the truth of thee on glorious themes
Before the Jadge; who thenceforth bid thee rest,
And drink thy fill of pure immortal streams.

¥ —l&m  theenevere — thee never

¥albm  ewell = dwell

H1 SQER 6 S S DR S A IS AR S
L L8
BUHKUEORUE QINREOWERNIK P O -0
Hor) A

H QW R I B~ SEHP W m AU A5 Q
F U0 QBN O DD 048 D) 0 4°

Lo

QINE B #r00 B W SR

RAVGEIR LU B0 6 LR L LU EE A A0 027050 © R
BES Bl QI © 0 I et + 127

SRER A b IR IR BRI O VRS 8 & 2

HY D)
R N 2 A A LTS 46 40 QR e 2 X4 10 P © -0 © s B
HORSB - ES

RN S BE B O WIE D RS
KF QMU RR QIR U O’ QAR IR WA ¢ 1K ¢ 27
LR

DR KEN QIR LB VER SR S R0-28

220



IOV Ay Mgl (—)

(BRI EAFRIR R [

A
RIVSEY 1) LB DE4C

BRLOENVEHCOENEL80° W OEHIM B+ KIZP+HNERUBRIWVEG L QL SANS D QEEE
FHSE 0 QLT R N NI O VEeT M<UQRYDN 4 N ANREL L0k LR S W QB
RERE O VS SR HvEOS LR PANANBIE<QRN Y- AN QHIE P oMl & 08 XX Qv E
EOWVHN® B0 | IR+ REFEUNNANN R—ANUEOEDVHER D —C 2 {2 2 — N QN
A=A AN O XVKLKL SN QRUARVELEFRCS RYDN £ NEEQHR S —2 NN A I X
QO | MUK VMR QL480° KORRLBERUAM435° BN D =117 H KO+ R ok’
RN QELURARI (R KvIN ( B OEBORIEWRE QO UERE 0 HEQ-» QB WVIE<LwHE
DSPE OO WY LN—AEQ O P X ABE<BERIVER VEN® +HUKYEROKUEO K~ AKX
RELRY FrQEMVEATRCEE S VVIN O REHQIEER S0 CVHEMEY ( QR IVHEN® OB O W
B OH R A< QDI 4 N Q EH Y 10-0 © VIRE © HIFE 119107 KRN b NIk D At <
SN—EOEBRT WA oINS CIREINIR D WIEBHORSE UE S WD O BT EGHRE0° BOmUR
DSR—= N QEWEA PR oL B0 2N QEIEUT ] ( QREIRINGERIVENR® (20140 0)0%
NINAN XEMREESRPARRIRXR” EOKBEIRIAVIN AL UER%w 5°) | B U R0 FHE & @S s m il

?
BB

73

SO MEQHEUKL L oVI0° WROWE S VT BESCHEAIR-0E 5 I 4TI
MISiE 7 D% O KAESER IR IX (@B AUBINT — RN LORUAREZT L OV LN NI NN M —
WAL CADNRE =" Do XKV~ XN —# U 0 IRV R WHI® #R1 | B RE SRR L O VR
FORLUBREHER ZA0BOENR-2 Q7 {TES0-2 ©UTH O LRI EMNITEE Ao rQ IRy E BT HNT Q IR 1V 46 00°
BA QL R N QO BINARNT —UN 2 (AYOIN—Q1RE" E40¢ A 1IK G0 NN %48 0 Y
AH AR L EHTAN QS T = A —-2 [ O WHINe® 7R 2 N9 QEHEENS 1T D KW IR DWW B S R i © S=IES ¢ 1Y

8%

221



=KOWIE 020 RH B AN P D & KOWIKEE UK VRS HRUBKES N P X QEIRII-R E e Hh-2K
Q57 RUEEBE REEUEER VG O R0 L IR -0 Q REWRD WS U R ER DV L L
L8R EU-2IN O REVERINIVLEE ON SRS GEY DU VR B o O KESTRNAEG
MO SRV NN D TN U QIR EH R KR R D VR € ‘RIS &0 L EITE 2@

1 1\Em S ripened B 7 2 = NQREBERQUEHIQ | O KEHORIEBMWIL <& NN — WY XKQ
H+HRE BOEESKEVOVEREE SO+ 1 XD AV UEROINN D <] [ PIEmUR K W HHe°
PEmE golden rod B ih > P Q440D P41 [(CL WIS HEREV D <EI0 R L ORM B Q- LTk
AR AU R AU 0RO O U-0Q1W480° HBRENIKNQHE<LE” XY NPT —Q kX m i —&n—"1
SRY —UBEURLT Xy AN RQ [ERISENS] & 1Y XD—XKD—xXUH 0V [EieliEt] &L
THECEIS O WET QIVEC® BN A SERY® 41 [IEmE spake ~J4% O VHHC Q20 v+ LK
BURRRT P OANNELR QIS 0NN O WHINe® FEIEmBEHENH K LKEmS [KEXQHEL=
SR U DR 0] RO U0 Q 8e°

222



