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Numerical Features of the Book of Habakkuk

A New Approach to its Compositional Structure
Please read the General Introduction

Various views on the structural design of the book of Habakkuk

The sections marked blue are displaced, resulting in a text contrived by the commentator in question.
F. HORST (Die Zwolf Kleinen Propheten: Nahum bis Maleachi, in: HAT 14, Tibingen, 1938, 167-182):
1,1.2-4; 1,5-11; 1,12-17; 2,1-5; 2,6-20; 3,1-19.
K. ELLIGER (Die Propheten Nahum, Habakuk, Zephanja, Haggai, Sacharja, Maleachi, in: ATD 25, 1951, 22-52):
1,1.2-4; 1,5-11; 1,12-17; 2,1-4; 2,5-6a.6b-8.9-11.12-17a.17b.[18-20]; 3,1-.3-11.12-15.16.17-19.
R.F. VON UNGERN-STERNBERG und H. LAMPARTER, Die Propheten Habakuk, Zephanja, Jona, Nahum, in: Die Botschaft
des Alten Testament, 23/IV, 1960: VON UNGERN-STERNBERG, Der Prophet Habakuk, pp. 11-72): 1: 1.1.2-4; 1,5-11;
1,12-17; UI: 2,1-5; lI: 2,6-8; 2,9-11; 2,12-14.17a; 2,15.16.17b; 2,18-20; IV: 3.1; 3,2; 3,3-15; 3,16-17; 3,18-19.
W. RUDOLPH (Micha-Nahum-Habakuk-Zephanja, in: KAT XI113, 1975, 194-251):
1,1.2-10; 1,5-11; 1,12-17; 2,1-5; 2,6-20; 3,1-19.
A.S. VAN DER WOUDE (Habakuk, Zefanja, in: POT, Nijkerk, 1978, 9-75):
1,1.2-4; 1,5-11; | 1,12-17; 2,1-20; | 3,1.2; 3,3-7; 3,8-12; 3,13-15; 3,16; 3,17-19.
R. SMITH (Micah-Malachi, in: WBC 32, 1984, 91-117):
1.1,1.2-4; 2.1,5-11; 3.1,12-17; 4.4,1-5; 5. 2,6-20; 6.3,1.2; 3,3-7; 3,8-15; 3,16-19.
D.A. DORSEY (The Literary Structure of the Old Testament: A Commentary on Genesis-Malachi, Grand Rapids: Baker,
1999, 301-305): 1.1.2-4; 1,5-11; 1,12-17; 2,1-5; 2,6-20; 3,1-19.
F.I. ANDERSEN (Habakkuk, in: AB, 2001): I: 1,1; ll: 1,2-4; 1ll: 1,5-11; IV: 1,12-17; V: 2,1; VI: 2,2-5; VII: 2,6a.6b-8.9-
11.12-14.15-17.18-19.20; VII: 3,1.2.3-7. 8-15.16-19b.19c.
K. SPRONK (“Joél, Obadja, Nahum, Zefanja, Haggai, Zacharia, Maleachi”, in: De Bijbel literair. Onder redactie van Jan
Fokkelman en Wim Weren, Zoetermeer/Kapellen, 2003, 303): 1,2-4; 1,5-11; 1,12-17; 2,1-5; 2,6-20; 3,1-19.
L. PERLITT (Die Propheten Nahum, Habakuk, Zephanja, in: ATD 25,1, 2004, 41-96): 1,1.2-4; 1,5-11; 1,12-13; 1,14-17;
2,1-4; 2,5; 2,6-8; 2,9-11; 2,12-14; 2,15-17; 2,18-19; 2,20; 3,1-2; 3,3-7; 3,8-15; 3,16; 3,17; 3,18-19.
J.D. NOGALSKI (The Book of the Twelve: Micah-Malachi, in: Smyth & Helwys Bible Commentary 18a, Macon GA, 2011,
645-693): 1,1.2-4; 1,5-11; 1,12-17; 2,1-5; 2,6-20; 3,1; 3,2-7; 3,8-15; 3,16-19.

Outline based on extant layout markers, content, and numerical features
The paragraphs marked blue are individually and/or collectively highlighted by 17 and 26.
Section 1: 1,1-17 God’s justice and the Babylonian military power

§1:1,1-4 Habakkuk’s cry to God for help: [] 4vs; 46 w.
§2:1,5-6  YHWH’s response to Habbakuk’s prayer: [] 2vs; 28 w.
§3:1,7-11 Habakkuk elaborates on God’s response: [] 17 [5vs; 52(2x26) w.[119(7x17)
§4:1,12-14 Habakkuk complains about YHWH’s silence: [] 3vs; 39w.
§5:1,15-17 Habakkuk elaborates on the fishing metaphor: S 3vs; 32w.
Section 2: 2,1-20 The vision Habakkuk had to publish and its ramifications
§1:2,1-3  God orders Habakkuk to publish the vision: [] 3vs; 44 w.
§2:2,4-5  Statement about the righteous and the use of wine: [] 2vs; 33 w.
§3:2,6-8 Woe to the plunderer: P 3vs; 45w.
§4:2,9-11 Woe to him who enriches himself: P 3vs; 26 w.[102 (6x17)
§5:2,12-14 Woe to him who builds a town with blood: S 3vs; 31w.
§6: 2,15-17 Woe to him who makes his neighbours drunk: S 3vs; 41w.
§7:2,18 What profitis anidol?: S lv; 17 w.
§8:2,19-20 Woe to the idolator; YHWH is in his temple!: P 2vs; 25w.
Section 3: 3,1-19 Habakkuk’s prayer and his trust in God
§1:3,1-2 Preamble to Habakkuk’s prayer: [] 2vs; 20w.
§2:3,3-7 YHWH'’s theophany and its manifestation: S 5vs; 52 (2x26) w.
§3:3,8-13 God'’s conquering advance to save his people: P 6vs;, 69w.
§4: 3,14-15: The triumph of the Saviour over evil forces: [] 2vs; 17 w.
§5: 3,16-19 Habakkuk rejoices in the God of his salvation: Col. 4vs; 55w.
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Quantitative structural analysis of the book of Habakkuk
It cannot be excluded that some of the multiples of 17 and 26 are due to coincidence.

Ns. | Text Words ‘ Letters | T | Sum words | S/P | Structural Design
Section 1 1,1-17 God’s justice and the Babylonian danger
1 Hab 1,1 5 Heading 20 5 §1 Habakkuk’s cry to God for help
2 Hab 1,2 11] 40 1 16
3 Hab 1,3 12141 46 28
4 Hab 1,4 18 58 46/46 1
5 Hab 1,5 13 52 59 §2 YHWH’s response to Habbakuk’s prayer
6 Hab 1,6 15 59 74/28
7 Hab 1,7 7] 28 81 §3 Habakkuk elaborates on God’s response
8 Hab 1,8 15 66 96
9 Hab 1,9 9 |52(2x26) | 37 105 The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 52
10 | Hab 1,10 13 55 118 (2x26) words.
11 | Hab 1,11 8_| 27 126/52 0
12 Hab 1,12 14 57 2-3 140 84 Habakkuk complains about YHWH’'s silence
13 | Hab 1,13 17 65 157 1,5-14 (§§2-4) Altogether 119 (7x17) words:
14 | Hab1,14 8 26 165/39 [ 28 +52+39=119.
15 Hab 1,15 11 48 176 85 Habakkuk elaborates on the fish metaphor
16 | Hab1,16 12 48 188
17 | Hab 1,17 9 33 197/32 S
17 | Section1 197 765 (45x17) | 3x 197 Sealed by 17 verses and 765 (45x17) letters.
Section 2 2,1-20 The vision Habakkuk is ordered to publish
18 | Hab2,1 15 59 212 86 God orders Habakkuk to publish the vision
19 | Hab2,2 12 48 4 224
20 | Hab 23 17 54 241/44 1 2,3 The text of the vision to be published: 17 words.
21 Hab 2,4 9 35 250 §7 Statement about the righteous and wine
22 | Hab2,5 24 91 274/33 []
23 Hab 2,6 19 71 293 88 Woe to the plunderer
24 Hab 2,7 9+ 43 302 2,7-8 He will be retaliated: 9+17= 26 words.
25 | Hab 2,8 17/26 58 319/45 P
26 Hab 2,9 11] 38 330 §9 Woe to him who enriches himself
27 Hab 2,10 8 (26 33 338 In its entirety highlighted by 26 words.
28 | Hab 2,11 7_| 26 345/26 P
29 Hab 2,12 7 28 352 §10 Woe to him who builds a town with blood
30 | Hab2,13 13 50 5 365
31 | Hab2,14 11 36 6 376/31 S 2,6-14 (§§3-5) Altogether 102 (6x17) words.
32 Hab 2,15 11+ 42 387 8§11 Woe to him who makes his neighbours drunk
33 Hab 2,16 15/26 59 7 402 2,15-16 He who gazes on their shame will drink
34 Hab 2,17 15 54 417/41 S God’s cup of wrath and be ashamed; 26 words.
35 Hab 2,18 17 64 434/17 §12 What profit is an idol? 17 words.
36 Hab 2,19 18 64 452 8§13 Woe to the idolator; YHWH is in his temple!
37 | Hab 2,20 7 27 8 459/25 P
20 | Section 2 262 980 5x 262 Sections 1-2 are sealed by 459 (27x17) words, with
37 | Sections 1-2 459 (27x17) 1745 8x 459 (27x17) 234 (9x26) before atnach!
Section 3 3,1-19 Habakkuk’s prayer and his trust in God
38 Hab 3,1 5 Heading 23 464/5 §14 Preamble to Habakkuk’s prayer
39 | Hab3,2 15 64 9-10 | 479/20 0
40 Hab 3,3 13 55 492 §15 YHWH’s theophany and its manifestation
41 Hab 3,4 9 34 501 Including the mysterious word 150 inv. 3, the
42 | Hab3,5 6 [52(2x26) | 24 507 paragraph is highlighted by 52 (2x26) words.
43 Hab 3,6 15| 59 522 See the Hebrew text below.
a4 Hab 3,7 9| 38 531/52 S
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45 Hab 3,8 15 60 11 546 8§16 God’s conquering advance to save his people
46 Hab 3,9 10 39 556

47 Hab 3,10 12 44 568

48 Hab 3,11 10 38 578

49 Hab 3,12 6 22 584

50 Hab 3,13 16 53 600/69 P A missing word added; see the Hebrew text below.
51 Hab 3,14 11 49 611 §17 The triumph of the saviour over evil forces

52 | Hab 3,15 6/17 22 617/17 [] The end of the prayer is highlighted by 17 words.
53 Hab 3,16 18 75 635 §18 Habakkuk rejoices in the God of his salvation
54 | Hab 3,17 20 74 655

55 | Hab 3,18 6+ 29 12 661 3,18-19 Awaiting God’s intervention, Habakkuk
56 | Hab 3,19 11/17 53 13 672/55 P will rejoice in YHWH who gives him strength: 17 w.
19 | Section3 213 855 5x 213 Of the 213 words, 130 (5x26) stand before atnach.
56 | Sections1-3 | 672 2600 13x 672 Of the 672 words 364 (14x26) stand before atnach.
54 | <Headings> 662 2557 662 The emended text is sealed by 2600 letters.

Observation 1
(81%) are high-lighted by the divine name numbers 17 and 26.

In the book of Habakkuk (emended text) 46 of the 56 verses (82%) and 545 of the 672 words

Observation 2 The symbolic significance of the 54 verses excluding the headings (1,1 and 3,1) is that 54
signifies Habakkuk’s signature by means of the numerical value of his name: 8+2+19+6+19=54=p9P1r7.
Strikingly, the two divine speeches have altogether 54 words, another instance of Habakkuk’s signature.

See “Words ascribed to God in the book of Habakkuk” below, and for more examples of numerical signatures
go to the General Introduction, pages 17-18.

Observation 3 Sections 1-2, Chapters 1-2, are finalized and sealed by having altogether 459 (27x17) words,
with 234 (9x26) before atnach. Section 3 (3,1-19, emended text) has 130 (5x26) before atnach, and to crown
it all, of the 672 words (emended text) 364 (14x26) stand before atnach.

Crucial passages highlighted by the divine name numbers 17 and 26.

©® NPV wN e

God’s justice and the Babylonian danger (Section 1: 1,1-17): 17 verses.

YHWH’s response to Habakkuk’s prayer and his renewed complaint (1,5-14): 119 (7x17) words.
Habakkuk elaborates on God’s response to his prayer (1,7-11): 52 (2x26) words.

The text of the vision to be published by Habakkuk (2,3): 17 words.

The first three prophetic perorations (2,6-14): 102 (6x17) words.

The plunderer will be retaliated (2,7-8): 9+17= 26 words.

Woe to him who enriches himself (2,9-11): 26 words.

He who gazes on the shame of the drunken will himself be ashamed (2,15-16): 26 words.
What profit is an idol? (2,18): 17 words.

10. YHWH’s theophany and its manifestation (3,3-7): 52 (2x26) words.
11. The triumph of the Saviour over evil forces by (3,14-15): 17 words.

12. Awaiting his intervention, Habakkuk rejoices in God who gives him strength (3,18-19): 17 words.

Words ascribed to God in the book of Habakkuk

There are only two divine speeches, the second of which is made up of 26 words.

1. YHWH announces that he will rouse the Chaldeans (1,5-6): 0+28=28 words.
2. YHWH orders Habakkuk to inscribe the vision on tablets (2,2-3): 3+26=29 words.

Strikingly, the two WAGs have altogether 54 words (28+26), which represent the numerical value of the

name Habakkuk (8+2+19+6+19=54). Compare Observation 2.

Observation 4 Habakkuk’s extensive Prayer in 3,2-15 is made up of 153 (7x17) words.
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Observation 5 The numerical features of WAG 2 (2,2-3) can help us to identify with mathematical precision
the text of the vision that Habakkuk was ordered to inscribe on tablets. The divine order (v. 2) has 9 words,

while the text of the vision (v. 3) consists of 17 words, altogether 26 words.

The fact that both divine name numbers were used shows that they have been chosen deliberately in order
to emphasize the importance of this particular divine speech and the text Habakkuk had to publish. This
entails that the words in verse 4 do not belong to the divine speech, because they are part of Habakkuk’s
prophectic perorations against the Chaldeans in 2,4-20: they belong to the first of the seven statements.
What is more, linking v. 4 to v. 5 brings the words in the first three statements (2,4-11) to 104 (4x26).

4. The reckless will lack an assured future, while the righteous will live by being faithfull.

5. As for one who is conceited, treacherous, and arrogant, still less will he reach his goal;
his throat gapes as wide as Sheol and he is insatiable as Death, rounding up every nation,

gathering in all peoples for himself. (Revised English Bible). For particulars, see the Hebrew text below.
This is not the place to discuss in detail this tricky passage; it must suffice to say that the present proposal

may cut the Gordian knot and open new perspectives for the interpretation of Chapter 2.

. Habakkuk 1
Heading: 5 NI PPN T R NPT 1
Prayer 1: 41 IRYn 891 WO YT TN 2

N §5) opm o8 SuTy

ajalg 'mm TN W0 D 3

IR 1Y 2 mb o T

wEYn nxz‘v xx*x‘m i 90 13° ‘7:: 4

:ORYR DEYD RS 12 by PEIRTTIN TRIN MY 2

1 15-6 0+28=28 TN AT WA 0¥ W 5
:297 2 WMND x‘v mjola bl ‘7::5 Lyb- o)

ST TR T OIS TR WD 6

1‘7 NS Diswn nm'v Vﬁx-mmm‘v -|‘71-r-r

Habakkuk elaborates on God’s announcement: :RX3" 111&271 WDBWD WJDD N7 &7131 D“& 7
The passage is highlighted by 52 (2x26) words DWSJ ‘ZNTD 1'[!'[1 1“010 D‘ﬁm?b 1‘77'1 8

Rl ‘mn: qom -m*-rp n‘r*:a nmrz m:* orsn‘v 1‘7: 9
b s ot o9 orabnz WM 10

-r-r:‘w ~EY "2%n papt TR osh N

3TOND 15 3 BN T8 MmN 11

Prayer2: 39 1 RS R TN T mpm non 81T 12
Slchie) rm-r‘v =73) ARl wawrz‘v T

5o 85 ‘7?3:: S M P DINTD oY TN 13

LR PN DY) s:‘v:: UM D B Y

:i2 Dy~ N5 PnT2 07 237D oI Tvym 14

Habakkuk elaborates on the fishing metaphor: 32 words VJWHJ 1'[73’ 'l'?SJ'l 1203 'I'?D 15
15 MRLe 12 Ly 1mr::r:: TTDONT

1mr::r:'7 glcie TS mar 13 by 16

TN 1'7:xm 17'71-: el Ry iyl

o :Linm N5 ot 3975 TR vm P‘?i 12 597 17
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Habakkuk 2
Habakkuk awaits God’s answer: 15 words HQEN 13?3 '757 =238 -r-m::x ‘I'HDWD 55.7 1

lqiniio '757 2UR T pon n3T7Tn mxw‘v
glehSy] ‘H'I‘ M 2

2 3+26=29 The divine order: [(9):12 X7 P37 17 nimba by T8I 190 2i0D
26 | The text: :::* N1y mpm gink T iR 3

(17): 7" N5 N3 N3~ 5 Mo mpmnnTEN

ST INPRRD PYTEY I3 W TR nhey M3 4

) x'-,w =" A3 D D r]m 5

1. Statement about the righteous and wine: 33 SJ:W‘ &‘71 meJ NI wa: ‘71&273 D‘H'ﬂ wa
=yt ‘7: 1*‘7& YoM oI5 1*'7& mONM

2. Woe to the plunderer: 45 % ni7m mebm wdr Syn oy 072 mhx R 6

oy 1*‘7:: T T 1‘7 x‘v -r:mm i 1?:&‘1
104/ (4x26) m::: ﬁﬁ""‘): 11‘727* D”:ﬁ ::m: m‘vw -mx *: 8
5 713 ~;g7;“7;1 TR PINTORm TN M

3. Woe to him who gets evil gain for his house: 26 ﬂ‘:‘? v us3a SJB: "7 9
7o S P oD oS

=3 Npim T3 SR RIS TS5 PEE 3 10

> TR YER OB PUIN TR 1R 11

4. Woe to him who builds a town with blood: 31 :TII‘?W:SJ; TR Ao oM Y M2 i 12
DRI T nRn i w13

PPY P n*r:x‘-,w URTT R )

o 07OV 192 0D YT TN ns:-r‘v PR Xbmm "D 14

5. Woe to him who makes his neighbours drunk: 41 7;@7 ANY AT 200 HTIS_.?T_ HJ?WT_D ‘1:‘[ 15
Oivn oy w3 ek

Do R Y TN 1R nyak 16

;7 7in oy 1‘7:*:1 iy IR oh -r‘v:: iolg

0 DT Y 920 1::‘7 op "3 17

o 73 *:w*‘v:w TR YIRTORM TN W

6. What profit is an idol? 17 Ry mim e 0 fhos 3 bep pinn 18
o DN ooy Mipwb 1oy g T3t Méa v

7. Woe to the idolator! YHWH is in his temple: 25 mlabig :&'7 Y 73‘7'[ ]/'575 7?3& ‘1'[ 19
1:7P: ]”& T ‘7:1 qo:w am mﬂﬂ NI 'ﬁ? N7
> (P8I0 I8N O WIR DP TR My 20

Habakkuk 3
Heading: 5 DI Sy X317 PPN nhen 1
Prayer 3: 153 words, including the three instances of ‘[5525 'H'I‘ ‘ﬂ&ﬁ‘ ‘[SJD\D ‘NSJDW 'H'[‘ 2
iple) (vs. 3,9, 13), which are integral within the prayer. SJ"HN mw z=2 'l'[“ﬂ i W 222

iRl =i Rrp k)
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PR 1NN WITRY NI 1 TN 3

:y87 mNhn NP i oY e

12 97m o R v i 4

1B1D AT K3 727 1‘7* e 5 Y 1Ie oY

o' P T PR TR TRV 6

0%y Mip2s MY TE T NN

15 iy m:*'v-f

o :IYTR PTIN P R 1 “SIN TNT TW PIR 7
-[m:v 07370 TEX T3 OX T T 0T 8
TIPS TR O by 2370 3

199w Nign iy TRYR N 1w 9

g o -pm 10 :PIN"YRIN NTIM

i oI 103 gy op o

M2 TRy I Y 11 8Py T o

ST P2 -m'v 1:'7‘:* TR0 mxb

107 TITD A2 PINTIONN ODI2 12

Read ‘the people of your anointed one’ — see BHS. TH”WD mlop i SJW"? '[?3&7 SJW“? DNE‘ 13
5 :M1PD NIV TIOY MY PN N3 WD g
YT MID WNT PRI N3P 14

algielela il 5:&'7 3D nnx*bv R gl

12703 W0 TP B2 02T 15

Habakkuk’s profession of his faith in YHWH: 55 ‘ﬁ@@ 1‘7'73 \'71'7'7 ‘jDZ T MR RY 16
Excluding the term "113732 3 at the end: 53 WW& TITOR YPD) A8Y2 397 m:*
Eh iy nx:‘v m‘v::‘v 793 o TN

o33 ‘71:* %) MIEN™RYS TN D 17

‘7:& iy x‘v DT At WD

;OB T3 TN NS Hoomn T

P ~-r'7x: -r'mx FTiPYN I3 IR 18

oy TR T 19

19T DD By m‘v*x: *‘731 o™

P nx:r:'v

| owe thanks to Klaas Eikelenboom for his constructive remarks and for having checked this article.
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