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four years in this fove(y city, where 1 have met many womfafuf yeqp(}z. 7 am very
gmtefuf to everyone who came into my (ife, supyowed me in aﬁﬁ(erent ways and
walked with me throughout all this time. 7 also would [ike to acknowledge those who
contributed to this thesis and suyyoﬁed me Jum’ng my Ph.D. stud’y. Al exyem’ences

ﬁm/e Eecome tr 6@51”"66[ memom’esforever.

First and foremost, 7 would (ike to give my cfee})est 5mtitucfe to my suyervisor, ‘me.
Ida van der Klei, who gave me the cy)}aortunity to start my Ph.D. stuafy in the
Netherlands. 9 still remember the first meeting we had in your oﬁ(ice. 7 was late
because 1 got (ost in the faﬁym’ntﬁ of our um’que green Bui(d’ing. You allowed me to
settle myseg( })rqperfy and then start my Ph.D. stucfy. 7 learned a lot fmm the
discussions with you in your oﬁ(ice, where you a[ways Joatientfy exﬁ[ained the
exjoerimentaf ideas and mechanisms to me. 91 learned a lot from your broad
Enowﬁe(fge, inslpim’ng ideas and enthusiasm in scienty[ic research. ’Mcmy
unforgettaﬁfe moments stand out, such as the “brick tﬁeory” for writing an article
or building up a research strategy, revising my conference PPT slide by slide and
correcting my })ronunciations of words now and then. But most im})ressive was
guiafing me out (f my extremefy stressﬁx,( mind and teacﬁing me that 1 should not
pface all (f the burden on my shoulder at once. Also, 1 would (ike to thank you for
your encouragement, which was very su}ayortive afuring my entire Ph.D. ﬁfe. Aall
these experiences togetﬁer with you fhave ﬁegvec( me to be a person with inafependént
thought and an open, mature mind, which will benefit my future a lot.

Dear ﬂrj’en and Rinse, how fucléy 7 am to have you as my co(feagues. Without your
ﬁeﬁo, 7 am not sure when 1 would have ﬁnisﬁec{ my Ph.D.. Dear Sﬁtfu (?hjen), you
are not onfy a cofﬂzague but also a fn’emf and sometimes [ike a 61’5 brother to me.
Thank you for your patience all those times. 1 can’t count the many times coming
to you for all kinds of help through my entire Ph.D. career - countless disturbings. 1
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However, since we started to work togetﬁer for some projects, 1 founcf you are very

Iémd: smart anaf HHWLOTOHS. Wﬁen 1 asﬁetf some questions or (fiscusseaf some



exyerimenta( ideas with you, you a(ways tried to guidé me to ﬁnaf the answers
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