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Numerical Features of the Book of Micah

A New Approach to its Compositional Structure
Please read the General Introduction

Various views on the structural design of the book of Micah

TH. H. ROBINSON (Die Zwélf Kleinen Propheten: Hosea bis Micha, in: HAT 14, Tlbingen, 1938, 127-152): 1,1.2.3-6; 1,7-
9; 1,10-16; 2,1-2; 2,3; 2,4-5; 2,6-11; 2,12-13; 3,1-2a; 3,2b-4; 3,5-8; 3,9-12; 4,1-5; 4,6-8; 4,9-10; 4,11-14; 5,1-3;
5,4-5; 5,6-8; 5,9-14; 6,1-5; 6,6-8; 6,9-16; 7,1-4; 7,5-7; 7,8-10; 7,11-13; 7,14-20.

A. WEISER (Das Buch der zwélf Kleinen Propheten I: Die Propheten Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadja, Jona, Micha, in: ATD 24,
1949, 200-261): 1,1.2-7; 1,8-16; 2,1-5; 2,6-11; 2,12-13; 3,1-4; 3,5-8; 3,9-12; 4,1-5; 4,6-8; 4,9-13; 4,14; 5,1-5; 5,6-
8; 5,9-14; 6,1-8; 6,9-16; 7,1-7; 7,8-20.

R.F. VON UNGERN-STERNBERG (Der Prophet Micha, in: Die Botschaft des Alten Testament 23/Ill, Stuttgart, 1958):
I:1,1.2-7; 1,8-16; 2,1-5; 2,6-11; 2,12-13; 3,1-4; 3,5-8; 3,9-12; ll: 4,1-5; 4,6-7; 4,8; 4,9-10; 4,11-13; 4,14-5,5; 5,6-8;
5,9-14; ll: 6,1-8; 6,9-16; 7,1-7; IV: 7,8-10; 7,11-13; 7,14-17; 7,18-20.

W. RUDOLPH (Micha-Nahum-Habakuk-Zephanja, in: KAT XIl13, 1975, 21-140): I: 1,1.2-16; 2,1-5; 2,6-11; 2,12.13;

: 3,1-12; 4,1-4(5); 4,6-8; 4,9.10; 4,11-5,5; 5,6-8; 5,9-16; 7,1-7; 7,8-20.

A.S. VAN DER WOUDE (Micha, in: POT, Nijkerk, 1976): I: 1,1.2-5; 1,6-7; 1,8-12; 1,13-16; II: 2,1-3; 2,4-5; | 2,6-7b;
2,7¢-8; 2,9-10a; 2,10b-11b; | 2,11c-13; 3,1-4; 3,5-8; 3,9-12; | 4,1-5; 4,6-7; 4.8; 4,9; 4,10; 4,11-13; 4,14-5,3; 5,4-
5, 5,6; 5,7-14; ll: 6,1-5; 6,6-7; 6,8; | 6,9-12; 6,13-16; | 7,1-4a; 7,4b-7; | 7,8-13; 7,14-20.

H.W. WOLFF (Dodekapropheton 4: Micha, in: BKAT XIV/4, 1982): 1,1.2-16; 2,1-13; 3,1-12; 4,1-8; 4,9-5,5; 5,6-14; 6,1-
8; 6,9-16; 7,1-7; 7,8-20.

R. SMITH (Micah-Malachi, in: WBC 32, 1984, 1-60): 1,1.2-7; 1,8-16; 2,1-5; 2,6-11; 2,12-13; 3,1-4; 3,5-8; 3,9-12; 4,1-
5; 4,6-8; 4,9-10; 4,11-13; 4,14-5,3; 5,4-5; 5,6-8; 5,9-14; 6,1-8; 6,9-16; 7,1-6; 7,7-20.

D.R. HILLERS (“The Book of Micah”, in: The Anchor Bible Dictionary, Vol. 4, 1992): 1,1.2-7; 1,8-9; 1,10-16; 2,1-5; 2,6-
11; 2,12-13; 3,1-4; 3,5-8; 3,9-12; 4,1-5; 4,6-7; 4,8; 4,9-10; 4,11-13; 4,14; 5,1-5; 5,6-8; 5,9-14; 6,1-8; 6,9-16; 7,1-7
(not 7,17); 7,8-20.

R. KESSLER (Micah, in: HThKAT, 1999): Teil I: 1,1.2-7; 1,8-9; 1,10-16; | 2,1-3; 2,4-5; 2,6-11; | 2,12-13; | 3,1-4; 3,5-
8; 3,9-12; Teil ll: 4,1-5; 4,6-7; 4,8; 4,9-10; 4,11-13; 4,14-5,3; 5,4-5; 5,6-8; 5,9-14;

Teil 1ll: 6,1-8; 6,9-15; 7,1-7; 7,8-20.

D.A. DORSEY (The Literary Structure of the Old Testament: A Commentary on Genesis-Malachi, Grand Rapids: Baker,
1999, 296-300): 1: 1,1-16; 2:2,1-13; 3:3,1-12; 4:4,1-5,14; 5:6,1-16; 6: 7,1-7; 7:7,8-20.

F.I. ANDERSEN and D.N. FREEDMAN (Micah, in AB, 2000):

I. The Book of Doom: 1,1.2-7; 1,8-9; 1,10-16; 2,1-5; 2,6-11; 2,12-13; 3,1-4; 3,5-8; 3,9-12;

Il. The Book of Visions: 4,1-5; 4,6-8; 4,9-10; 4,11-13; 4,14; 5,1-3; 5,4-5; 5,6; 5,7-8; 5,9-14;

Ill. The Book of Contention and Conciliation: 6,1-8; 6,9-16; 7,1-6; 7,7-12; 7,13-17; 7,18-20.

J.D. NOGALSKI (The Book of the Twelve: Micah-Malachi, in: Smyth & Helwys Bible Commentary 18a, Macon GA, 2011,
511-597): 1:1,1.2-7; 1,8-16; ll: 2,1-5; 2,6-11, 2,12-13; IlI: 3,1-4; 3,5-8; 3,9-12; IV:4,1-7; 4,8-5,3; 5,4-8; 5,9-14; V:
6,1-5; 6,6-8; 6,9-16; 7,1-7; VI. 7,8-10; 7,11-13; 7,14-15; 7,16-17; 7,18-20.

Outline based on extant layout markers, content, and numerical features
Numerical considerations decisively suggest that the heading (1,1) stands apart from the prophecies.

[Section 1: 1,2-16 The coming destruction of the Israelites: S 15 verses; 194 words.
| | Section 2:2,1-13 The wickedness and corruption of the people: P 13 verses; 176 words.
LSection 3: 3,1-12 The corruption of the leaders of the people: P 12 verses; 166 words.
[Section 4: 4,1-14 Future restoration under God’s righteous rule: S 14 verses; 222 words.
Il | Section 5: 5,1-14 There will be peace under Israel’s divine ruler: S 14 verses; 172 words. | 598 (23x26)
| Section 6: 6,1-16 YHWH'’s care for Israel and his requirements: P 16 verses; 204 (12x17
1 |:Section 7:7,1-20 Micah'’s dejection and his prayer for mercy: Col. 20 verses; 244 words.
Micah 1,2-7,20 excluding the heading 104 (4x26); 1378 (53x26)]

The prophecies are finalized and canonized by 104 (4x26) verses and 1378 (53x26) words. Sections 4-6,
dealing with Israel’s future restoration, have 598 (23x26) words. Section 6 stands out by its 204 (4x26) words.
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Quantitative structural analysis of the book of Micah
It cannot be excluded that some of the multiples of 17 and 26 are due to coincidence.

From a logotechnical viewpoint the heading is not integral within the prophecies, precisely as in the book of Joel.

1 Mi 1,1 18 71 1x 18 The heading

Verses | Texts Words Letters 7Y | Sum words S/P Structural Design

Part I' Sectionl 1,2-16 The coming destruction of the Israelites

1 Mi 1,2 14] 56 2 32 §1 YHWH’s terrifying and destructive approach

2 Mi1,3 10 (52 (2x26) | 36 3 42 Excluding the heading, the book begins with 52

3 Mil,4 11 54 53 words. See my article on this phenomenon.

4 Mi 1,5 17 68 70/52 (2x26) [1 | 1,5 The reason for God’s coming: 17 words.

5 Mi 1,6 11 49 81 §2 YHWH’s intended destruction of Samaria

6 Mi 1,7 19 77 100

7 Mi 1,8 13+ 57 113 1,8-9 The prophet’s lamentation and mourning for
8 Mi 1,9 13/26 44 126/56 [1 | Samaria: 26 words.

9 Mi 1,10 10+ 38 136 §3 The coming disaster in Micah’s own region

10 Mil,11 16/26 60 152 1,10-11 Disaster in Gath, Beth-le-aphrah, Shapir,
11 Mi 1,12 12 42 4 164 Za’anan and Bet-e’zel: 26 words.

12 Mi 1,13 15+ 59 179 1,13-14 Disaster in Lachish, Moreshet-gath

13 Mi 1,14 11/26 45 190/64 [1 | (Micah’s town) and Achzib: 26 words.

14 Mi 1,15 11 39 201 84 YHWH will bring a conqueror upon them

15 Mi 1,16 11 42 212/22 S

15 Section1l | 194 766 3x 194

Part I’ Section2 2,1-13 The wickedness and corruption of the people
16 Mi 2,1 14 49 226 81 Woe to those who devise evil and oppression
17 Mi 2,2 10 47 236/24 P

18 Mi 2,3 22] 76 5 258 82 YHWH will punish and ruin the evildoers

19 Mi 2,4 20 (51(3x17) | 75 278

20 Mi 2,5 9] 32 6 287/51 [1 | The paragraph is emphasized by 51 (3x17) words.
21 Mi 2,6 9 32 296 &3 Micah confronts the false prophets

22 Mi 2,7 15 58 7 311

23 Mi 2,8 12 54 323

24 Mi 2,9 10 43 333

25 Mi 2,10 11 42 344

26 Mi 2,11 14 46 358

27 Mi 2,12 17 71 375 2,12 YHWH will gather the remnant of Israel: 17 w.
28 Mi 2,13 13 58 8 388/101 P

13 Section2 | 176 683 ax 176

Part I° Section3 3,1-12 The corruption of the leaders of the people
29 Mi 3,1 13 50 401 §1 The sins of the Jacob’s heads and leaders

30 Mi 3,2 10+ 43 411 3,2-3 Details of their corruption and YHWH’s

31 Mi 3,3 16/26 71 427 coming judgement: 26 words.

32 Mi 3,4 15 58 9 442/54 P

33 Mi 3,5 20+ 79 10 462 §2 The false prophets in contrast with Micah

34 Mi 3,6 14/34 (2x17) | 57 476

35 Mi 3,7 12+ 46 488 3,5-8 The paragraph is in its entirety emphasized by
36 Mi 3,8 14/26 62 11 502/60 S | 34+ 26 words.

37 Mi 3,9 15+ 60 517 §3 The sins of the political and religious leaders
38 Mi 3,10 5+ 24 522 3,9-12 The paragraph is in its entirety emphasized
39 Mi 3,11 20+ 89 12-13 542 by 52 (2X26) words.

40 Mi 3,12 12/52 50 554/52 P

12 Section3 | 166 689 5x 166

Part | 1,2-3,12 536 2138 12x 536
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Partll' Section 4 4,1-14 Future restoration under God’s righteous rule
41 Mi 4,1 16 67 14 570 §1 The nations shall come to Zion to turn to YHWH
42 Mi 4,2 24 101 15-16 594

43 Mi 4,3 24 104 618/64 1]

44 Mi4,4 13+ 49 17 631 §2 There will be peace and people will be religious
45 Mi 4,5 14+ 54 18 645/27 P

46 Mi 4,6 10+ 44 19 655 §3 YHWH will make the weak into a strong nation
47 Mi 4,7 15/52 (2x26) | 64 20 670/25 P | 4,4-7 (§§2-3) sealed by 52 (2x26) words.

48 Mi 4,8 14 58 684 84 They will be deported but God will rescue them
49 Mi 4,9 14 49 698

50 Mi 4,10 21] 78 21 719

51 Mi4,11 10 46 729 4,10-14 The people will go to Babylon, but YHWH
52 Mi 4,12 12|78 (3x26) 47 22 741 will make them so strong that they will destroy

53 Mi 4,13 21 91 23 762 many nations and devote their wealth to him:

54 Mi 4,14 14 49 776/106 S 78 (3x26) words.

14 Section 4 222 901 10x 222

Part 1> Section5 5,1-14 There will be peace under Israel’s divine ruler
55 Mi 5,1 18 77 794 81 Good news for the remnant: God’s strong rule
56 Mi 5,2 12 44 806

57 Mi 5,3 15 54 24-25 | 821

58 Mi 5,4 17 73 838 5,4-5 Seven shepherds will be raised against Assyria
59 Mi 5,5 17 69 855 when he comes to the land of Israel: 17 + 17 words.
60 Mi 5,6 20 75 26 875

61 Mi 5,7 20 81 895

62 Mi 5,8 7 25 902/126 P

63 Mi 5,9 10 49 27 912 §2 Weaponry and false religion will be destroyed
64 Mi 5,10 6 27 918

65 Mi 5,11 7 31 925

66 Mi 5,12 9 46 934

67 Mi 5,13 5 28 939

68 Mi 5,14 9 33 948/46 S

14 Section5 | 172 712 ax 172

PartII®  Section 6 6,1-16 YHWH'’s care for Israel and his requirements
69 Mi 6,1 13 48 28 961 81 YHWH’s case against Israel and his past care

70 Mi 6,2 16 59 29-30 | 977

71 Mi 6,3 8 26 985

72 Mi 6,4 13 57 998 Section 6 is in its entirety highlighted by 204 words:
73 Mi 6,5 22 72 31 1020 116 + 88 = 204 (12x17).

74 Mi 6,6 11 48 32 1031

75 Mi 6,7 14 60 33 1045

76 Mi 6,8 19 63 34 1064/116 P 4,1-6,8 Dealing with restoration and peace: 510 w.
77 Mi 6,9 11 42 35 1075 §2 Forgiveness? Judgement and punishment!

78 Mi 6,10 9 34 1084

79 Mi 6,11 6 27 1090

80 Mi 6,12 10 44 1100

81 Mi 6,13 7] 28 1107 6,13-16 YHWH will smite the evildoers because of
82 Mi 6,14 13 51 1120 their sins by keeping the statutes of Omri and Ahab:
83 Mi 6,15 14 (52 (2x26) | 51 1134 52 (2x26) words.

84 Mi 6,16 18| 77 1152/88 P

16 Section 6 204 (12x17) 787 8x 204 (12x17) Section 6 is sealed as a distinct literary unit by its
Partll 4,1-6,16 598 (23x26) 2329 22x 598 (23x26) 204 words, and Part Il by its 598 (23x26) words.
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Partlll Section?7 7,1-20 Micah’s dejection and his prayer for mercy
85 Mi7,1 14 56 1166 §1 Nobody can be trusted except YHWH

86 Mi 7,2 15 55 1181

87 Mi 7,3 14 57 1195 7,1-6 Ten characteristics of people one should not
88 Mi7,4 11 (78 (3x26) | 46 1206 trust, and Micah ’s advice not to have confidence
89 Mi 7,5 11 42 1217 in neighbours, friends and family: 78 words.

90 Mi 7,6 13 | 42 1230 There is a clear break after v. 7, which means that
91 Mi 7,7 8 38 36 1238/86 [1 | theS after v. 8 does not have a delimiting function.
92 Mi 7,8 13 43 37 1251 S §2 Micah’s enemies should not rejoice over him
93 Mi 7,9 16 62 38 1267

94 Mi 7,10 17 71 39 1284 7,10 His enemy will be feeling shame: 17 words.
95 Mi 7,11 7 26 1291

96 Mi 7,12 16 58 1307

97 Mi 7,13 7 32 1314/76 S

98 Mi 7,14 15 58 1329 83 Micah’s prayer for God’s mercy and forgiveness
929 Mi 7,15 6+ 28 1335

100 Mi 7,16 11/17 45 1346 7,15-16 As in the days of the Exodus the nations
101 Mi 7,17 13 59 40 1359 shall be ashamed and dumbfounded: 17 words.
102 Mi 7,18 18 58 1377

103 Mi 7,19 9 43 1386

104 Mi 7,20 10 42 1396/82 P

Part 1l Section7 | 244 961 5x 244

104 1,2-7,20 1378 (53x26) 5499 39x 1378 (53x26) Parts I-11l (1,2-7,20) sealed by 1378 (53x26) words.

Observation 1 Excluding the heading, the core of the book (1,2-7,20) has 104 (4x26) verses and 1378 words
(53x26 and the sum of the digits 1-52), which means that the core of the book has been sealed for 100% in
terms of verses and words. This implies that emendations changing the number of words are unacceptable.

Observation 2 In terms of logotechnique there is no break between Chapter 5 and Chapter 6. Therefore,
there is no reason for attributing 1-5 to Micah and 6-7 to an older, North-Israelite prophet, also called Micah,
more precisely, Deutero-Micah (Van der Woude, 195). The real breaks in the text are to be found between
Partl: 1,2-3,12, Part ll: 4,1-6,16, and Part lll: 7,1-20. See page 1 above.

Crucial passages highlighted by the divine name numbers 17 and 26
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The description of YHWH’s coming to judge (1,2-5): 52 (2x26) words.
The reason for YHWH’s coming (1,5): 17 words.
The prophet’s lamentation and mourning for Samaria (1,8-9): 26 words.
Disaster in Gath, Beth-le-aphrah, Shapir, Za’anan and Bet-e’zel (1,10-11): 26 words.
Disaster in Lachish, Moreshet-gath (Micah’s town) and Achzib (1,13-14): 26 words.
YHWH will punish and ruin the evildoers (2,3-5): 51 (3x17) words.
YHWH will gather the remnant of Israel (2,12): 17 words.
Details of their corruption and YHWH’s coming judgement (3,2-3): 26 words.
The false prophets in contrast with Micah (3,5-8): 34 + 26 words.
. The sins of the political and religious leaders (3,9-12): 52 (2x26) words.
. The future restoration and the reign of peace (4,1-6,8): 510 (30x17) words.
. The larger passage dealing with the future restoration (4,1-6,16): 598 (23x26) words.
. YHWH will make the weak into a strong nation (4,4-7): 52 (2x26) words.
. The people will go to Babylon, but YHWH will make them strong (4,10-14): 78 (3x26) words.
. Seven shepherds will be raised against Assyria when he comes to Israel (5,4-5): 17 + 17 words.
. YHWH'’s care for Israel and his requirements (6,1-16): 204 (12x17) words.
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. YHWH will smite the evildoers because of their sins (6,13-16): 52 (2x26) words.

. Micah ’s advice not to have confidence in friends, neighbours and family (7,1-6): 78 (3x26) words.
. Micah’s enemy will be feeling shame (7,10): 17 words.

. As in the days of the Exodus the nations shall be ashamed and dumbfounded (7,15-16): 17 words.

| owe thanks to Klaas Eikelenboom for his constructive observations and corrections.
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Words ascribed to God in the book of Micah

It stands to reason that the introductions at the beginning of God’s words are not part of the divine speeches.
However, the formula M7 0N), referring to God’s speaking (4,6 and 5,9), appears to be integral within the
divine speeches as in the books of Ezekiel, Hosea, Joel, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. In any case,
the function of the formula is to stress the divine character of the words ascribed to God.

Column 1: The numbering of the words ascribed to God (Ns.).

Column 2: The texts in which they are to be found (Text).

Column 3: The addressees (Addressee).

Column 4: The number of words in the introductions (Introduction).
Column 5: The words in the utterances ascribed to God (WAG).

Column 6: The total number of words devoted to God’s speaking (Total).

Ns. | Text Addressee/Subject Introduction WAG Total
1 1,6-7 | YHWH>Micah: Disaster 0 30+ 30+
2 | 1,15-16/ YHWH>Micah: Deportation 0 22/52 (2x26) | 22/52 (2x26)
3 2,3 YHWH>Micah: An evil time 4 18 22
4 2,6-11 | YHWH>Jacob: false prophets | 0 71 71
5 2,12 YHWH>Jacob: Restoration 0 17 17
6 3,5-6 YHWH>Prophets: Darkness 20 14+ 34 (2x17)
7 3,12 YHWH>Leaders: Calamity 0 12/26 12
8 4,6-7 YHWH>Micah: Strength 0 25 25
9 4,13 YHWH>Zion: Arise and thresh | O 21 21
10 | 5,1 YHWH>Bethlehem: A ruler 0 18 18
11 | 5,9-14 | YHWH>Remnant: A clean up 0 46 46
12 | 6,1 YHWH>Israel: Controversy 6 7 13
13 | 6,3-5 YHWH>Israel: Controversy 0 43 43
14 | 6,9-16 | YHWH>The city: Judgement 7 81 88
Micah 37 425 (25x17) 462

Observation 2 What catches the eye immediately is the total number of words of the 14 WAGs (Column 5):
425 (25x17). Moreover, WAGs 1-2 have altogether 52 (2x26) words, WAG 5 has 17, WAGs 6-7 have 26, while
34 (2x17) words are devoted to WAG 6 (Column 6).

Micah 1

Heading T8 0T Y273 "UIRT FoW~o8 T @R 1T3TTaT 1
Db TS I T oo R
RO PN YRT o% ovpy wnw 2
3l ‘7:~-m 1R TEH ‘B2 I N T
Sk *nr::-‘w TOT T P NE T T 3
WRIM QPR THMR TT;T BT 4
:TTYID OO 0D WRT 3B D
by mp NNEnD N3 3P pYR3 5
0P RiDT AT N3 Y Y wibn :7::* vl
0+30=30 gm2 “ppnb mTET EO 1Y TR 6
-r'mx 0N TN vl yambin
B 1D TN o) gl Tbonbo) 7
Y s TrIsYo D)
DTN AT TIONTTIYY FTR3R TN AN v
oI '7")1::7 Mo oS 720N TNTOY 8
ST 23 "/‘..3?5? D302 TEOR RN
T TINDTYD TDIon YR 2 9
1D RY WYY U
labuschagne.cj@gmail.com — rev 11/24/15 5:26|

1. 1,6-7
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