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Dick, at first, I would like to thank you for allowing me to work with these exciting 

enzymes. Still today, I am always thrilled when I can get my hands on a novel one. Some of 

the moments I enjoyed the most were when we had the rare chances to not only speak about 

science - for example on our long train rides to BASF (where we stayed at one of the finest 

hotels I, but surprisingly also you, have ever slept at). At our regular meetings, I admired your 

sharp eye and, at the same time, dreaded your sharp words. Whenever bringing up the work 

of others at these meetings, I loved your expression: “Do you believe this?” I have learned so 

much from you, especially when it comes to writing manuscripts. Some of the nicer comments 

used to be the frequently found “clumsy” or “less wordy”… I never forget the first time I got 

a manuscript draft back from you… oh boy, Sandra must have definitely needed to supply you 

with a fresh set of red pens in between. So far, many of my students have already experienced 

the qualities of such a red pen when getting their works back. Hopefully, I will be able to 

maintain the high level of scientific accuracy in my future writing and, astonishingly, I do 

really miss your helpful criticism and advice nowadays. Thank you! 

Second, I would like to thank Marco. Although you were not directly involved in the 

project, you were always available with scientific advice and, sometimes even more important, 

very much needed encouraging words. Further I would like to thank Neil Bruce, Lubbert 

Dijkhuizen and Bert Poolmann for taking the time to read my thesis, for their comments and 

for taking part in the assessment committee. Thank you! 

Of the many people at the lab I would especially like to thank my paranymphs Martijn 

and Matt. Martijn, you were a great colleague and have become a good friend mith many 

paralells in our lives. Without you, I would not have learned to speak Dutch as fluent as it still 

is today. For this, I am especially grateful and, for a large part, you are responsible for the 

great Groningen experience. Matt, although I only had the pleasure to work with you in my 

last year, I loved our snappy and sometimes hilariously funny conversations, your snarky wit 

and my sarcastic humor complemented nicely, sometimes you were able to say what had not 

even manifested in my head. On more than one occasion, I have missed both your company 

after my farewell from Groningen. Therefore, I am very happy that you both agreed to become 

my paranymphs. Thank you! 

Further, I would like to express my gratitude to my co-authors Robert, Wiktor, Hein, 

Lixia, Maja, Bauke, Hans Wolfgang, Bernhard, Julia, Elizabeth, Rainer, and especially Peter 

for all your contributions to this thesis. Peter, for all your great measurements, I hope you 

appreciate that I have not asked you to become one of my paranymphs. Thank you! 

Then, I would like to thank Sandra, Nico, Theodora, and Piet for all their organizational 

and technical support. Thank you! 

To all the other members of the lab or other groups, you all have made my time in 

Groningen unforgettable. Although it is really hard for me, I will refrain from naming 

individuals here because I am far too afraid to miss anyone. But, rest assured, I will be excited 

to thank you in person on December 11th (or at any later encounter). Until then: Thank you! 

Last, I would like to thank my family and friends for making this thesis possible, and if it 

was only for nagging about its progress. Thank you!

If it was not for Anett’s constant support and encouragements, you would not be holding 

this thesis in your hands now, I am forever indebted and thankful for her love. 

Thank you! 



  




