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Numerical Features of the Book of Joel 
A New Approach to its Compositional Structure 

Please read the General Introduction 

Various views on the structural design of the book of Joel 

TH. H. ROBINSON (Die Zwölf Kleinen propheten: Hosea bis Micha, in: HAT 14, 1938, 55-70): 1,1.2-3;  1,4-10;  1,11-14;  
1,15;  1,16-18;  1,19-20;  2,1-11;  2,12-14;  2,15-18;  2,19-20;  2,21-27;  3,1-2;  3,3-5;  4,1-8;  4,9-14;  4,15-17;  4,18-21. 

A. WEISER (Das Buch der zwölf Kleinen Propheten I Die Propheten Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadja, Jona, Micha, in: ATD 24, 
1949, 89-110): Teil I:  1,1-20; 2,1-27;  Teil II: 3,1-5;  4,1-21.   

H. FREY (Die kleinen nachexilischen Propheten, in: Die Botschaft des Alten Testament, 1963, 203-249):  A: 1,1.2-4;  1,5-7;  
1,8-10;  1,11-12;  1,13-15;  1,16-20;  | 2,1-2;  2,3-5;  2,6-9;  2,10-11;  2,12-14;  2,15-17;  | 2,18-27;  B: 3,1-5;  4,1-3;  4,4-6;  
4,7-8;  4,9-11;  4,12;  4,13-14;  4,15-16a;  4,16b-17;  4,18;  4,19-20;  4,21. 

H.W. WOLFF (Dodekapropheton 2: Joel und Amos, in: BKAT XIV/2, 1969, IX-104):  1,1-20;  2,1-17;  2,18-3,5;  4,1-21. 

C.A. KELLER (Joel, in: CAT, Genève: Labor et Fides, 19822): 1.  1,1.2-4;  2.  1,5-14;  3.  1,15-18;  4.  1,19-20;  5.  2,1-11;      
6. 2,12-14;  7. 2,15-17;  8. 2,18-27;  |  9. 3,1-5;  10. 4,1-8;  11. 4,9-17;  12. 4,18-21. 

W.S. PRINSLOO (The Theology of the Book of Joel, BZAW 163, 1985):  1,1;  1,2-14;  1,15-20;  2,1-11;  2,12-17;  2,18-27;  
3,1-5;  4,1-17;  4,18-21. 

D. STUART (Hosea-Jonah, in: WBC 31, 1987, 221-271): 1,1;  I: 1,2-7;  1,8-20;  II: 2,1-11;  2,12-17;  III:  2,18-27;  
3,1-5;  2,18-27;  3,1-5;  IV: 4,1-16;  4,17-21. 

TH. HIEBERT (“The Book of Joel”, in: The Anchor Bible Dictionary III, 1992, 873-880):  1.1.2-12;  1,13-20;  2,1-11;  2,12-
18;  2,19-27;  3,1-5;  4,1-3;  4,4-8;  4,9-17;  4,18-21. 

C. VAN LEEUWEN (Joël, in: POT, 1993):  I: 1,1.2-4;  1,5-7;  1,8-10;  1,11-12;  1,13-14;  1,15-20;  II:  2,1-11;  2,12-14;  III: 
2,15-17;  2,18-27;  2,18.19a’;  2,19a’’-20;  2,21-24;  2,25-26(27);  IV: 3,1-5;   V: 4,1-3;  4,4-8;  4,9-17;  4,18-21. 

J.L. CRENSHAW (Joel, in: AB, 1995):  1,1.2-2,10;  2,11;  2,12-17;  2,18-27;  3,1-5;  4,1-3;  4,4-8;  4,9-16;  4,17-21. 

D.A. DORSEY (The Literary Structure of the Old Testament: A Commentary on Genesis-Malachi, Grand Rapids: Baker, 
1999, 273-276):  1: 1,1.2-14;  2: 1,15-20;  3: 2,1-11;  4: 2,12-17;  5: 2,18-27;  6: 3,1-5;  7: 4,1-21. 

K. SPRONK (“Joël, Obadja, Nahum, Zefanja, Haggaï, Zacharia, Maleachi”, in: De Bijbel literair, Onder redactie van Jan 
Fokkelman en Wim Weren, Zoetermeer/Kapellen, 2003, 295-309): 1,1-3;  1,4-12;  1,13-14;  1,15-18;  1,19-20;  2,1-11;  
2,12-14; | 2,15-17; | 2,18-27; 3,1-5;  4,1-17;  4,18-21. 

J.D. NOGALSKI (The Book of the Twelve: Hosea-Jonah, in: Smyth & Helwys Bible Commentary 18a, Macon GA, 2011,  
201-255): I:  1,1;  II: 1,2-14;  III: 1,15-20;  IV: 2,1-11;  V: 2,12-17;  VI: 2,18-27;  VII: 2,28-32;  VIII: 3,1-21. 

Outline based on extant layout markers, content, and numerical features 
In broad terms similar to the layouts of D.A. Dorsey and W.S. Prinsloo. 

The paragraphs marked blue are individually and/or collectively highlighted by 17 and 26. 

The book can thematically be divided into three Main Parts with 2,12-17, the Call to repentance and to 
return, at the centre, and at the same time into seven sections, once again with 2,12-17 in pride of place at 
the centre of the heptadic structure: 

Part I: 1,1.2-2,11  The devastating locust plaque. 

Part II: 2,12-17  Call to repentance and to return to YHWH. 

Part III: 2,18-4,21  YHWH’s promise of future restoration. 

Section 1 (1,1.2-14) The devastating locust plague: []     14 vs;  166 words. 

 I    Section 2 (1,15-20)  The day of YHWH is near: P          17      6 vs;    69 words. 

Section 3 (2,1-11)   YHWH thunders at the head of his army: []   11 vs;  153 (9x17) words. 

II    Section 4 (2,12-17)  Call to repentance and to return to YHWH: []        52 (2x26)   6 vs;    87 words. 

Section 5 (2,18-27) The locust plague will be reversed: S     10 vs;  145 words. 

III  Section 6 (3,1-5)  YHWH shall pour out his spirit: []      5 vs;    67 words. 

Section 7 (4,1-21) YHWH’s promise of future restoration: Col.   21 vs;  270 words. 

The book of Joel  33 instances of the name YHWH   73 vs;  957 words. 

Observation 1  The number of words, 957, is significant, being a multiple of 29: 33x29. See Observation 2.  

mailto:labuschagne.cj@gmail.com
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Quantitative structural analysis of the book of Joel 

It cannot be excluded that some of the multiples of 17 and 26 are due to coincidence. 

Vs. Texts Words Letters    Sum words S/P              Structural Design 

Part I Section 1 1,1-14             The devastating locust plague 

1 Jo 1,1 8        8 26 1 8  §1 The dreadful locust invasion 
2 Jo 1,2 13    13   29 58  21  10+6+1+12=29 =   , YHWH is God! Moreover, 

3 Jo 1,3 8        8 39  29/29 []  , Return!=21+2+6=29 (2,12) See Observation 2.    

4 Jo 1,4 12 47  41  §2 Lament over the disaster 
5 Jo 1,5 12 46  53   

6 Jo 1,6 14  104 (4x26) 50  67   

7 Jo 1,7 10 46  77   

8 Jo 1,8 7 26  84   
9 Jo 1,9 9 39 2-3 93   

10 Jo 1,10 11 40  104/75 [] 1,1-10,  §§1-2,  sealed by 104 (4x26) words. 

11 Jo 1,11 12 45  116  §3 Call to the farmers to wail 

12 Jo 1,12 18 66  134/30 S  

13 Jo 1,13 17 75  151  §4 Call to the priests to lament and fast 
14 Jo 1,14 15 58 4-5 166/32 [] 1,13  Gird on sackcloth and lament! 17 words. 

14 Section 1 166 661 5x 166   

Part I Section 2 1,15-20                 The day of YHWH is near 

15 Jo 1,15 9 32 6 175  §5 The day of YHWH is near 
16 Jo 1,16 9 38  184   

17 Jo 1,17 11   34 (2x17) 49  195  1,16-18  Description of the destruction in the land  

18 Jo 1,18 14 49  209  caused by the Almighty: 34 (2x17) words. 

19 Jo 1,19 13+ 46 7 222  1,19-20  The prophet and even the wild 

20 Jo 1,20 13/26 49  235/69 P beasts cry unto God: 26 words. 

6 Section 2 69 263 2x 69   

Part I Section 3 2,1-11         God thunders at the head of his army 

21 Jo 2,1 16 58 8 251  §6 God thunders at the head of his army 

22 Jo 2,2 25 86  276   

23 Jo 2,3 18 70  294  This paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by its 

24 Jo 2,4 6 30  300  153 (9x17) words. 
25 Jo 2,5 15 58  315   

26 Jo 2,6 7  29  322  2,6-10  The terrifying appearance of the locusts, 

27 Jo 2,7 12 60  334  which are like warhorses: 52 (2x26) words.  

28 Jo 2,8 12   52 (2x26) 49  346   

29 Jo 2,9 10 45  356   

30 Jo 2,10 11 46  367   

31 Jo 2,11 21 75 9-10 388/153 []  
11 Section 3 153 (9x17) 606 3x 153 (9x17)   

Part II Section 4 2,12-17           Call to repentance and to return 

32 Jo 2,12 11 43 11 399  §7 Return to YHWH: he might return to you! 

33 Jo 2,13 19 73 12 418   

34 Jo 2,14 11 48 13 429/41 P  

35 Jo 2,15 7 28  436  §8 Call to assemble and pray to God 
36 Jo 2,16 15 61  451   

37 Jo 2,17 24 100 14-15 475/46 [] Sections 3 and 4 have 17 verses. 

6 Section 4 87 (3x29) 353 5x 87 (3x29)  For the number 29, see Observation 2. 
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Part III Section 5 2,18-27          The locust plague will be reversed 

38 Jo 2,18 6 24 16 481  §9 The locust plague will be reversed 

39 Jo 2,19 19 77 17 500   

40 Jo 2,20 25 101  525   
41 Jo 2,21 9 36 18 534   

42 Jo 2,22 16 56  550   

43 Jo 2,23 18 75 19 568   

44 Jo 2,24 7 35  575   

45 Jo 2,25 15   52 (2x26) 62  590  2,24-27  The harvests will be restored and  

46 Jo 2,26 16 66 20 606  the Israelites will eat in plenty: 52 (2x26). 

47 Jo 2,27 14 56 21 620/145 S    

10 Section 5 145 (5x29) 588 6x 145 (5x29)  For the number 29, see Observation 2. 

Part III Section 6 3,1-5           YHWH shall pour out his spirit 

48 Jo 3,1 18 80  638  §10 YHWH shall pour out his spirit 

49 Jo 3,2 10 40  648   

50 Jo 3,3 8 36  656   

51 Jo 3,4 11 45 22 667   
52 Jo 3,5 20 79 23-25 687/67 []  

5 Section 6 67 280 3x 67  Sections 1-6 sealed by 52 (2x26) verses. 

Part III Section 7 4,1-21         YHWH’s promise of future restoration 

53 Jo 4,1 12 47  699  §11 The fortunes of Judah will be restored 

54 Jo 4,2 21 85  720   
55 Jo 4,3 11 46  731/44 [] . 

56 Jo 4,4 22 83  753  §12 The enemies will be requited 

57 Jo 4,5 8 41  761   

58 Jo 4,6 11   68 (4x17) 52  772  The paragraph is sealed by its 68 (4x17) words. 

59 Jo 4,7 11 47  783   
60 Jo 4,8 16 64 26 799/68 S  

61 Jo 4,9 12 53  811  §13 God promises to punish the enemies 

62 Jo 4,10 9 44  820   

63 Jo 4,11 10 43 27 830   

64 Jo 4,12 14 51  844   
65 Jo 4,13 15 50  859   

66 Jo 4,14 10 43 28 869   

67 Jo 4,15 6 26  875   

68 Jo 4,16 15 69 29-30 890  4,17  Israel will know that YHWH dwells in Zion and 

69 Jo 4,17 17 66 31 907/108 S that no stranger will enter it: 17 words.  

70 Jo 4,18 22 91 32 929  §14 Promise of fertility and security 
71 Jo 4,19 15 62  944   

72 Jo 4,20 6 29  950   

73 Jo 4,21 7 29 33 957/50 P  

21 Section 7 270 1121  270   

73 Joel 1-4 957(33x29) 3872 33x 957 (33x29)  For the number 29, see Observation 2. 

Observation 1  In the book of Joel 52 of the 73 verses (71%) and 478 of the 957 words (54%) are highlighted 
by the divine name numbers 17 and 26.  

Observation 2  Most strikingly, the book begins with 29 words (§1, 1,1-3). This number appears no less than 
four times in the book. It reappears in threefold in the 87 (3x29) words of Section 4 (2,12-17), in fivefold in the 
145 (5x29) words of Section 5 (2,18-27) and to crown it all, in the total number of words: 957 (33x29). Note that 
33 is the number of instances of the name YHWH! All this is not surprising, for 29 represents the numerical 
numerical value of the name of Joel: 10+6+1+12=29=, which means ‘YHWH is God!’.  See my article on the 

hidden signature of the main character in a book, in the General Introduction, 17-18. At the same time 29 is the 
positional value of the imperative ‘Return!’: 21+2+6=29 =  (2,12).  This is not surprising either, for the call to 

return is the crucial message, which has consciously been positioned in pride of place at the centre (2,12-17).  

mailto:labuschagne.cj@gmail.com
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Crucial passages highlighted by the divine name numbers 17 and 26. 

1. The devastating locust plague (1,1-10): 104 (4x26) words. 

2. Gird on sackcloth and lament! (1,13): 17 words. 

3. The destruction caused by the Almighty in the land (1,16-18): 34 (2x17) words. 

4. The prophet and even the wild beasts cry unto God (1,19-20): 26 words. 

5. YHWH thunders at the head of his army (2,1-11): 153 (9x17) words. 

6. The terrifying appearance of the locusts, which are like warhorses (2,6-10): 52 (2x26) words.  

7. The harvests will be restored and the Israelites will eat in plenty (2,24-27): 52 (2x26). 

8. The enemies will be requited (4,4-8,): 68 (4x17) words. 

9. Israel will know that YHWH dwells in Zion and that no stranger will enter it (4,17): 17 words. 

Words ascribed to God in the book of Joel
A distinctive feature of the book of Joel (and Hosea!) is the lack of introductory formulae indicating the 
words ascribed to God (WAG). This makes it very difficult to identify the WAGs. There is only one instance 
where the WAG is preceded by seemingly introductory words    , “and YHWH answered 

and said to his people:” (2,19aα). However, this is not a customary introductory formula but part of the 
words of the prophet (2,18-19): “Then YHWH became jealous for his land and had pity on his people, and 
YHWH answered and said to his people:”. The referring formula    appears only in 2,12, where it is 

integral within the divine speech. 
The words in 1,1 constitute the author’s heading, which is not followed by a divine speech, but by words 
spoken by Joel (1,2-4). The 3-word referring formula,   (4,8b), at the end of WAG 8 is a comment 

by the prophet.  See the Hebrew text further below.  

Overview of the words ascribed to God (without introductions): 

Column 1: The numbering of the speeches (Ns.). Column 2: The texts in which they are to be found (Text). 
Column 3: The addressees (Addressee). Column 4:  The words in the speeches (WAG). 

Ns. Text                       Addressee/Subject         WAG 

1.   1,5-7   YHWH>Drunkards in Judah: Peril in my land. 36 

2.   2,1a   YHWH>Judah: The day of YHWH is coming. 10 

3.   2,12-13aα YHWH>Judah: Return to me wholeheartedly. 15 

4.   2,19-20   YHWH>His people: I shall remove the peril from you. 40   182 (7x26) 

5.   2,25-27   YHWH>Judah: I shall restore you; you shall know me. 45 

6.   3,1-4 YHWH>Judah: I shall pour out my spirit on all flesh. 36 

7.   4,1-3   YHWH>Israel: I shall judge the foreign nations.  44 

8.   4,4-8a   YHWH>Tyre and Sidon: I shall requite your deeds. 65  

9.   4,9-11a YHWH>The nations: Declare war; muster your troops.   28 

10.   4,12   YHWH>The nations: I shall sit in judgement on all of you. 14 

11.   4,17   YHWH>Zion/Jerusalem: Thus you will know who I am. 17 

12.   4,21     YHWH>Judah: I shall avenge the blood shed in the land. 7/ 357 (21x17) 

Observation 3  The WAGs have altogether 357 (21x17) words. WAGs 1-6 (182 words) and 11 (17 words) 
stand out as being additionally highlighted by 26 and 17. 

Observation 4  There are three prayers in the book, marked green in the Hebrew text further below:  

1,19-20   Joel Intro  0 26 words 95 letters 

2, 17  Officers Intro  1 16 words 61 letters 

4,11b  Joel Intro  0 3 words 14 letters 

Altogether Intro 1 45 words 170 letters 

I owe thanks to Klaas Eikelenboom for certain observations that escaped my notice and for having spotted and 
corrected some mistakes. 

mailto:labuschagne.cj@gmail.com


5 
 

© 2015 Casper J. Labuschagne          The Book of Joel               labuschagne.cj@gmail.com — rev 11/27/15 9:24  
 
 

Joel 1    

1,1  Heading by the author/narrator: 8 words                 
            

Joel’s words 1,2-4 : 33                                                          
               

            
       

1.  1,5-7  0+36=36                                     
         

             
            

          
        

Joel’s words 1,8-18:  142                         
        

        
      

           
         

        
        

          
          

              
        

         
      

       
         

               
                 

        
             

       
            

Prayer  1,19-20    26 words                                         
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Joel 2    

2.  2,1a  0+10=10                  
        

 Joel’s words 2,1b-11 : 143                                            
        

     
         

           
           

      
             

         
     

      
            

          
           

             
       

            
        

        
            

         
          

              

                3.  2,12-13aα  0+15=15                                                                         
             

=21+6+2=29                       

Joel’s words 2,13-19aα:  97                       
         

            
          

          
                

        
             

Prayer  2,17b    1+16=17 words                  
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                                               aα  
4.  2,19aβ-20  0+40=40                  aβ  

          
        

       
             

            

Joel’s words 2,21-23: 43                          
             

             
             

          
    

               

5.  2,25-27  0+45=45                                    
              

               
          

         
                   

Joel 3    

6.  3,1-3  0+36=36                                        
        

           
                 

                 

Joel’s words 3,4-5: 31                                                    
           

         
           

    
      

Joel 4    

7.  4,1-3  0+44=44                                                         
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8.  4,4-8a  0+65=65                               
             

       
               

              
         

          
      

              
        

Joel’s words  4,8b:  3                                                                         

9.  4,9-11a  0+28=28                                                     
             

            
       

Move to 11a – see BHS                     

Prayer by Joel  4,11b    3 words                                                     

10.  4,12  0+14=14                                                         
             

Joel’s words 4,13-16: 46                                                             
                

         
         

             
            

       
          

11.  4,17  0+17=17                              
             

                 
Joel’s words 4,18-20:  50                                                            

            
           

            
            

12.  4,21    0+7=7                                                   
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