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Dear Editors, 

We are looking for pathologists, obstetricians, researchers, mid-
wives, and paediatricians with special interest in placenta pathology for 
a Priority Setting Partnership (PSP) for placenta pathology to define the 
most important current unanswered research questions. This project is 
the natural successor of the Amsterdam Criteria for Placental Pathology 
workshop [1] and current reference texts [2]. By identifying the top 
research priorities for placental pathology this multidisciplinary priority 
setting exercise aims to accelerate placental research. Identification and 
publication of research priorities can assist researchers to demonstrate 
the importance of research topics to funders. 

This PSP is an online procedure using established methodology that 
aims to come up with the 10 most important research questions on a 
given topic [3,4]. This PSP will be an iterative approach involving 
anyone with expertise or interest in placental pathology. In the first 
round we ask participants what they think are the three most important 
unanswered research questions in placental pathology. In the second 

round participants will be asked to choose the most important unan-
swered questions from a long list of questions raised by participants in 
the first round. After that a shortlist is generated on which will be 
decided in an (online) face to face meeting to come to the final “top 
10”-list. If you are interested in participating, please click this link or use 
the QR code below (see Fig. 1). The investigators would like to thank you 
for taking the time to read this. Please contact any of the investigators if 
you have any questions about the process. 

References 

[1] T.Y. Khong, et al., Sampling and definitions of placental lesions: Amsterdam 
placental workshop group consensus statement, Arch. Pathol. Lab Med. 140 (7) 
(2016) 698–713. 

[2] T.Y. Khong, et al., Pathology of the Placenta - A Practical Guide, Springer, 
Switzerland, 2019. Cham. 

[3] A. Nygaard, et al., The James Lind Alliance process approach: scoping review, BMJ 
Open 9 (8) (2019) e027473. 

[4] L. Graham, et al., Research priority setting in women’s health: a systematic review, 
BJOG 127 (6) (2020) 694–700. 

T.Yee Khong 
SA Pathology, Women’s and Children’s Hospital, University of Adelaide, 

North Adelaide, Australia 

Neil J. Sebire 
Great Ormond Street Institute of Child Health, University College London, 

UK 

Alexander E.P. Heazell* 

Maternal & Fetal Health Research Centre, Faculty of Biology, Medicine and 
Health, University of Manchester, Manchester, UK 

Wessel Ganzevoort 
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Amsterdam UMC, University of 

Amsterdam, Amsterdam, the Netherlands 

Frank H. Bloomfield 
Liggins Institute, University of Auckland, Auckland, New Zealand 

Elisabeth M.W. Kooi 
Department of Pediatrics, University Medical Center Groningen, University 

of Groningen, Groningen, the Netherlands 

Mauritia C. Marijnen 
Liggins Institute, University of Auckland, Auckland, New Zealand 

Fig. 1. QR code to access Placenta Research Priority Setting Questionnaire.  
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