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Numerical Features of the Book of Daniel 
A New Approach to its Structural Design 

Please read the General Introduction 

I am greatly indebted to Klaas Eikelenboom for his constructive suggestions and for having checked my text. 

The book of Daniel as an iconic numerical composition 

From a numerical point of view, the book of Daniel is an incredibly refined work of art. This is not surprising 
since its author/redactor of the Maccabean period could profit from a long tradition of compositional 
craftsmanship in which the numbers 17 and 26, representing the numerical values of the name YHWH, play 
an important role. They are woven into the fabric of the text to give structure to it, to highlight crucial 
passages, and to signify the presence of God in the events described in it.  

Because I am aware that some of these numbers and their multiples may be coincidental, I have left out of 
consideration those cases in which they clearly do not comprise coherent, meaningful passages. It is of course 
possible that some of the numbers 17 and 26 and their multiples are coincidental. Who can tell what chance is? 
The following overview gives the reader an impression of the extremely high concentration of these numbers: 

Part I: 1,1-7,28  182 of the 224 verses (81%) and  3944 (232x17) of the 3944 words (100%). 
Part IIA: Section 1 (8,1-9,27)  51 (3x17) of the 54 verses (94%) and 806 of the 845 words (95%).     
Part IIB: Sections 3-4 (10,1-12,13)  60 of the 79 verses (76%) and 855 of the 1130 words (76%). 

Daniel 1,1-12,13     357 (21x17) of the 357 verses (100%) and 5605 of the 5919 words (95%)  

Overview of crucial passages highlighted by 17 and 26 and their multiples 

1. Four young Jewish men educated at the royal court in Babylon (1,1-8): 130 (5x26)words. 
2. Daniel’s decision to refuse the rich food provided by the king (1,8): 17 words with 68 (4x17) letters. 
3. Daniel and the steward discuss the food for the four Jews (1,9-13): 78 (3x26) words. 
4. They are tested: God gives them wisdom; the king finds them excellent (1,16-20):  68 (4x17) words. 
5. Nebuchadnezzar wants his magicians to tell him his dream (2,1-13): 204 (12x17) words. 
6. The magicians are summoned to tell the king his dreams (2,1-2): 26 words. 
7. The total number of words spoken by Nebuchadnezzar and the magicians (2,3-11): 136 (8x17) words. 
8. What the king expects from the magicians is impossible (2,7-11): 104 (4x26) words. 
9. The friends are to seek God’s mercy; he asks Arioch to bring him to the king (2,18-24): 119 (7x17) words. 
10. Daniel tells the king his dream, which will be revealed (2,25-35):  204 (12x17) words. 
11. Daniel’s interpretation of the king’s dream (2,36-49): 260 words. 
12. Daniel predicts the coming of four kingdoms (2,39-40): 34 (2x17) words. 
13. Daniel announces that the God of heaven will set up an everlasting kingdom (2,43-45): 78 (3x26) words. 
14. The three friends become minister and Daniel remains at the court (2,49): 17 words. 
15. The golden image is set up on the plain of Dura (3,1): 17 words with 68 (4x17) letters. 
16. The three men are adamant: “We shall never worship your gods!” (3,18): 17 words. 
17. The soldiers who cast them into the furnace are killed by the flames (3,20-22): 52 (2x26) words. 
18. All the king’s servants authenticate the fact (3,27): 26 words. 
19. The king forbids blasphemy against this incomparable God (3,29): 34 (2x17) words. 
20. Nebuchadnezzar reports an alarming dream (3,31-4,15): 272 (16x17) words. 
21. The dream as told by the king to Daniel (4,7-13): 104 (4x26) words. 
22. The tree must be cut down and the king must be given the mind of a beast (4,11-13): 51 (3x17) words. 
23. The king recognizes the decree and calls on Beltshazzar to interpret the dream (4,14-15): 51 (3x17) words.  
24. Daniel hesitates at first, but the king encourages him (4,16): 26 words with 119 (7x17) letters. 
25. Special emphasis of the king’s boastfulness (4,27): 17 words. 
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26. Nebuchadnezzar’s reason returns to him, so he praises the Most High (4,31-34): 85 (5x17) words. 
27. During the feast King Belshazzar sees a hand writing on the wall (5,1-5): 85 (5x17) words. 
28. Belshazzar invites Daniel to interpret the writing (5,13-16): 78 (3x26) words. 
29. The Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar unlimited power (5,19): 34 (2x17) words. 
30. Nevertheless, Belshazzar has also lifted himself up against the Lord of heaven (5,22-23): 52 (2x26) words. 
31. Daniel disregards the king’s edict and prays openly (6,1-11): 204 (12x17) words. 
32. The officials inform King Darius and urge him to implement the decree (6,12-16): 119 (7x17) words. 
33. Darius finds Daniel unharmed; the accusers are thrown into the pit (6,17-24): 136 (8x17) words. 
34. Darius spends the night fasting and sleepless (6,18): 17 words. 
35. The total number of words spoken by all the actants in Chapters 1-6: 2080 (80x26) words. 
36. The dream about great beasts coming out of the sea (7,1-12): 238 (14x17) words. 
37. Daniel’s last visions interpreted (7,13-27): 238 (14x17) words. 
38. The vision of the ram, the he-goat, and the little horn (8,2-14) 208 (8x26) words. 
39. The little horn grows great towards the south, the east and the glorious land (8,9-10): 26 words. 
40. Daniel prostrates himself in terror and Gabriel speaks to him (8,17): 17 words. 
41. Gabriel speaks again to tell Daniel what shall be at the time of the end (8,18-26): 104  (8x26) words. 
42. Daniel discovers the importance of the 70 years and prays to YHWH (9,1-8): 119 (7x17) words. 
43. Our God is merciful, but it is for our sins that he has punished us (9,9-17): 156 (6x26) words. 
44. Daniel presents his supplication in a prayer; then Gabriel comes to him (9,18-27): 187 (11x17) words. 
45. Gabriel comes unexpectedly during Daniel’s prayer (9,21): 17 words. 
46. A holy Man tells Daniel the truth about times to come (10,15-12,4): 780 (30x17) words. 
47. Daniel is strengthened by the divine Man (10,19-21): 51 (3x17) words. 
48. The divine Man shows Daniel the truth about the coming conflict (11,2-6): 85 (5x17)words. 
49. A ‘branch’ will attack the king of the north (11,7-10): 52 (2x26) words. 
50. The king of the north will come back, stronger (11,13): 17 words. 
51. The ongoing war between South and North Kingdoms (11,14-28): 208 (8x26) words. 
52. The king of the south will be defeated (11,15): 17 words. 
53. Both kings are up to mischief and the king of the north shall return to his land (11,27-28): 26 words. 
54. Ships of Kittim will come against him (11,30): 17 words. 
55. The abomination that makes desolate will be set up in the temple (11,31-35): 51 (3x17) words. 
56. The king shall magnify himself above all (11,36-39): 68 (4x17) words. 
57. In the end Michael shall arise to have charge of Israel (11,40-12,4): 136 (8x17) words. 
58. The time to wait is 1335 days (12,12-13): 17 words. 

59. In three utterances (4, 5, and 7 in 8,17-9,27) Gabriel speaks altogether 204 (12x17) words to Daniel. 

60. In Utterances 10, 12, and 16 Daniel speaks altogether 51 (3x17) words. See the table on page 15. 

61. The communications between Daniel, God, and other divine beings in 8-12 have 1378 (53x26) words. 

The bipartite structure of the book of Daniel 

These conspicuous numerical features will undoubtedly prove to be helpful in determining the structural 
design of the book. To begin with, the significant number of words in Chapters 1-7, 3944 (232x17), is a strong 
indication that there is a hard break after Chapter 7, showing that we have to do in 1-7 with a coherent 
finalized and sealed literary entity dealing with stories about four young Jews at the court of the kings in 
Babylonia during the exile. Chapter 7 has always been the bone of contention among scholars, when it comes 
to its precise position in the text. The great majority of commentators link it to the visions in 8-12, dividing 
the book without further ado into 1-6 (‘stories’) and 7-12 (‘visions’). However, this is too simple, because a 
closer examination of Chapter 7 reveals that it is not a vision in the same sense as the visions in 10-12, but a 
story about a dream, of which it is said that Daniel wrote it down (7,1).  
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Chapter 7 is a story about a dream in much the same way as the story about the dream of Nebuchadnezzar in 
Chapter 2. The author wants to illustrate that it is not only the kings who have mysterious dreams - which 
they cannot interpret – Daniel also has a dream, which he is able to interpret himself. In the structural design 
of the six stories in 2-7 the dream of King Nebuchadnezzar and the dream of Daniel function together as an 
inclusion. In short, Chapter 7 is a story and in that capacity it belongs to the stories in 1-6. The seven stories in 
1-7 are tied together by the theme of the loyalty of the four Jews to their God during the exile.  
Another important consideration to regard Chapter 7 as an integral part of the stories is that it is very 
unlikely, and even unthinkable, that the author/redactor would disrupt the unity of the Aramaic section by 
cutting Chapter 7 as part of it from its context and linking it with the visions in 8-12. In this respect it is 
important to note that the language shift Hebrew-Aramaic-Hebrew is consciously designed and has a well-
defined function: Hebrew is used in Chapter 1 to focus on the four Hebrew speaking young men at the royal 
court in Babylon, Aramaic is used in Chapters 2-7 to focus on the situation in Babylonia where Aramaic was 
the lingua franca, while the shift back to Hebrew in 8-12 is to focus on the future of Israel as the coming 
world power. See D.A. Dorsey’s commentary, pp. 259-262. In short, the language shift is a cogent argument 
to regard Chapter 7 as integral within the Aramaic section where it is an inextricable part of the stories. 
Seeing its positioning in the text, Chapter 7 has an unmistakable bridge function: on the one hand it 
concludes the series of seven stories in 1-7, and on the other, it preludes on the series of visions in 8-12. 
Moreover, being dated in the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar it anticipates the first vision in 8-12, 
which is likewise dated in Belshazzar’s third year. Finally, the fact that Chapter 7 is in the form of a personal 
account by Daniel (first person: 7,2-28) it preludes on the personal account in Chapters 8-12.  

A conspicuous feature of the stories in 1-7 is that their endings are clearly indicated: 

1. Four Jews at the king’s court:  ‘And Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus’ (1,21). 
2. Nebuchadnezzar’s dream:  ‘… and Daniel remained at the king’s court’ (2,49b). 
3. Daniel’s friends in the fiery furnace:  ‘The king promoted Sadrach, Meshach and Abednego’ (3,30). 
4. Nebuchadnezzar’s madness: ‘Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of Heaven’ (4,37). 
5. The handwriting on the wall:  ‘That very night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was slain…’ (5,30). 
6. Daniel in the den of lions:  ‘This Daniel prospered during the reigns of Darius and Cyrus the Persian’ (6,28). 
7. Daniel’s account of his dream with visions: ‘Here is the end of the matter… As for me, Daniel, my thoughts greatly 

alarmed me and my colour changed; but I kept the matter in mind.’ (7,28).  

The concluding remark in 7,28 functions as a cliffhanger anticipating the coming visions in 8-12. Having 
established the structural unity of Part I as 1-7, it stands to reason that Part II is constituted by 8-12. This Part is 
in two sections: Part IIA, which deals with Daniel’s visions during the reigns of King Belshazzar and King Darius 
(8,1-9,27), and Part IIB, which is about the visions during the reign of King Cyrus (10,1-12,13).  

All that has been said above settles the problem of the division of the text of Daniel decisively into 1-7 and 8-12. 
For more evidence in support of this division, see the tables at Observations 8 and 9 below on pages 15-16.   
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Various views on the structural design of the book of Daniel 
J.A. MONTGOMERY (The Book of Daniel, in: ICC, 1927/1972):  1-6 || 7-12.   
1,1-2; 1,3-7; 1,8-17; 1,18-21; 2,1-16;  2,17-23; 2,24; 2,25-28; 2,29-35; 2,36-45; 2,46-49; 3,1-7; 3,8-12; 3,13-18; 3,19-23; 
3,24-30; 3,31-33; 3,34; 4,1-24; 4,25-30; 4,31-34; 5,1-12; 5,13-28; 5,29-6,1; 6,2-4; 6,5-10; 6,11-19; 6,20-29; || 7,1.2-14; 
7,15-27; 7,28; 8,1-2; 8,3-14; 8,15-26; 8,27; 9,1-2; 9,3-19; 9,20-21; 9,22-27; | 10,1-3; 10,4-8; 10,9-14; 10,15c-11,2a; | 
11,2b.3.4;  11,5-20; 11,21-45; 12,1-3.4 | Epilogue: 12,5-7; 12,8.9 [10 interpolation]. 12,11-12 (glosses); 12,13.  
A. BENTZEN (Daniel, in: HAT 19, 1937):  1-6 || 7-12.   
1,1-7;  1,8-21+2,1-4a;  2,4b-18;  2,19-35;  2,36-49;  3,1-14;  3,15-25;  3,26-30+31-33+4,1-6;  4,7-20;  4,21-37;  5,1-17;  
5,18-30+6,1;  6,2-18;  6,19-29+7,1;  ||  7,2-9;  7,10-23;  7,24-28;  8,1-14;  8,15-27+9,1-4;  9,5-23;  9,24-27;  |  10,1-11,1;  
11,2-10;  11,11-28;  11,29-45;  12,1-13. 
W. KESSLER (Der Prophet Daniel, in: Die Botschaft des Alten Testaments, 1956):  1-6 || 7-12.  
1,1-2;  1,3-7;  1,8-16;  1,17-21;  2,1-13;  2,14-23;  2,24-30;  2,31-45;  2,45-49;  3,1-7;  3,8-12;  3,13-18;  3,19-27;  3,28-30;  
3,31-4,6;  4,7-15;  4,16-24;  4,25-30;  4,31-34;  5,1-4;  5,5-12;  5,13-28;  5,29-30;  6,1.2-10;  6,11-18;  6,19-25;  6,26-29;  
||  7,1-8;  7,9-14;  7,15-27;  7,28;  8,1-8;  8,9-14;  8,15-27;  9,1-3;  9,4-19;  9,20-23;  9,24-27;  10,1-10;  10,11-21;  11,1.2-
4;  11,5-30;  11,31-35;  11,36-39;  11,40-45;  12,1-3;  12,4-13.  
N.W. PORTEOUS (Das Danielbuch, in ATD 23, 1962):  1-6 || 7-12 or 1-7 || 8-12.   
1,1-2;  1,3-5;  1,6-16;  1,17-21;  2,1-13;  2,14-23;  2,24-25;  2,26-30;  2,31-36;  2,37-45;  2,46-49;  3,1-7;  3,8-12;  3,13-18;  
3,19-23;  3,24-30;  3,31-4,6;  4,7-15;  4,16-24;  4,25-30;  4,31-34;  5,1-4;  5,5-9;  5,10-12;  5,13-16;  5,17-23;  5,24-28;  
5,29-30;  6,1.2-10;  6,11-18;  6,19-25;  6,26-29;  7,1.2-8;  7,9-14;  7,15-18;  7,19-27.28;  8,1-2;  8,3-8;  8,9-12;  8,13-14;  
8,15-27;  9,1-2;  9,3-19;  9,20-23;  9,24-27; 10,1-20.21b+11,1b+10,21a; 11,2b; 11,3-4; 11,5.6; 11,7-9; 11,10-19; 11,20-28; 
11,29-43; 11,44-45; 12,1-4; 12,5-13.  
R. HAMMER (The Book of Daniel, in: The Cambridge Bible Commentary, 1976): 1-6 || 8-12?  
About Chapter 7: “This chapter may well be regarded as the most important in the whole book. It certainly acts as a 
bridge (my italics, C.J.L.) between the two main sections, sharing the language of chs. 2-6 and hinting at the story of the 
image in ch. 2. It serves thus to bring the earlier chapters and their interpretation into the context of the historical crisis 
under Antiochus IV Epiphanes, and, in doing this, gives a unity to the message of the book as a whole.” (p. 74)…..”It links 
the visions with the preceding stories.” (p.75) 
1,1-21;  2,1-30;  2,31-45;  2,46-49;  3,1-27;  3,28-30;  4,1-27;  4,28-33;  4,34-37;  5,1-31;  6,1-17;  6,18-28;  7,1-14;  7,15-
28;  8,1-14;  8,15-27;  9,1-27;  10,1-11,1;  11,2-30a;  11,30b-45;  12,1-4;  12,5-13. 
A. LACOCQUE (Le livre de Daniel, in: CAT, XVb, 1976): 1-6 || 7-12.   
1,1.2-4; 1,5-7; 1,8-21;  2,1-13; 2,14-28;  2,29-45;  2,46-49;  3,1-7;  3,8-12;  3,13-18; 3,19-25;  3,26-30;  3,31-33; 4,1-15; 
4,16-25; 4,26-30; 4,31-34;  5,1-7; 5,8-12; 5,13-16;  5,17-30;  6,1-6;  6,7-11;  6,12-18;  6,19-25;  6,26-29;  7,1-14;  7,15-28;  
8,1-14;  8,15-27;   9,1-19;  9,20-27;  10,1-14; 10,15-21; 11,1-9; 11,10-45; 12,1-4;  12,5-13. 
J.G. BALDWIN (Daniel, in: Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries, 1978): 1-6 || 7-12. 
a) 1,1.2;  b) 1,3-7;  c) 1,8-21; |  a) 2,1-11;  b) 2,12-24;  c) 2,25-45;  d) 2,46-49;  | a) 3,1-7;  b) 3,8-18;  c) 3,19-30; | a) 4,1-
3;  b) 4,4-18;  c) 4,19-33;  d) 4,34-37;  |  a) 5,1-12;  b) 5,13-31; |  a) 6,1-9;  b) 6,10-18;  c) 6,19-28;  |  a) 7,1-14;  b) 7,15-
28;  |  a) 8,1-8;  b) 8,9-14;  c) 8,15-27;  |  a) 9,1-3;  b) 9,4-19;  c) 9,20-27;  |   
a) 10,1-11,1;  b) 11,2;  c) 11,3-4;  d) 11,5-9;  e) 11,10-20;  f) 11,21-45;  g) 12,1-4;  h) 12,5-13 (Epilogue). 
 J.E. GOLDINGAY (Daniel, in: WBC 30, 1989): 1-6 || 7-12.  
1,1-2;  1,3-7;  1,8-16;  1,17-20.21;  2,1.2-12;  2,13-23;  2,24-30;  2,31-45;  2,46-49;  3,1.2-7;  3,8-12;  3,13-18;  3,19-29.30;  
3,31-4,15;  4,16-24;  4,25-30;  4,31-33.34;  5,1-9;  5,10-12;  5,13-16;  5,17-28;  5,29-6,1;  6,2-  6,12-16;  6,17-19;  6,20-
24.25;  6,26-28.29;29;  7,1-2a;  7,2b-12;  7,13-14.15.16-18;  7,19-20;  7,21-22;  7,23-27.28;   8,1-2a;  8,2b-14;  8,15-19;  
8,20-26;  9,1-2;  9,3-4a;  9,4b-19;  9,20-27;  10,1.2-19;  10,20-11,2a;  11,2b-4;  11,5-19;  11,20.21-45;  12,1-3.4;  12,5-13. 
P.R. DAVIES (“Daniel” in: The Oxford Bible Commentary, 2001, 563-571):  1-6 || 7-12.  
1,1-7;  1,8-21;  2,1-12;  2,13-23;  2,24-45;  2,46-49;  3,1-18;  3,19-27;  3,28-30;  4,1-27;  4,28-37;   5,1-4;  5,5-12;  5,13-30;  
6,1-9;  6,10-28;  ||  7,1-8;  7,9-14;  7,15-28;  8,1-14;  8,15-27;  9,1-3;  9,4-20;  9,21-23; 9,24-27;  10,1-9;  10,10-11,1;  
11,2-4; 11,2-9; 11,10-13; 11,14-19; 11,21-29; 11,30-35; 11,36-25;  12,1; 12,2-4; 12,5-13. 
I. PROVAN (Daniel, in: Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible, 2003): 1-6 || 7-12. 
1,1-7;  1,8-16;  1,17-21;  2,1-11;  2,12-30;  2,31-45;  2,46-49;  3,1-12;  3,13-18;  3,19-30;  4,1-18;  4,19-27;  5,1-16;  5,17-
28;  5,29-30;  6,1-15;  6,16-23;  6,24-28; | 7,1-14;  7,15-28;  8,1-27;  9,1-19;  9,20-27;  10,1-11,20;  11,21-35; 11,36-12,4; 
12,5-12(13) Postscript. 
 

mailto:labuschagne.cj@gmail.com


5 

 

© 2016 Casper J. Labuschagne          The Book of Daniel        labuschagne.cj@gmail.com — rev 03/13/16 10:08  

 

 

D.A. DORSEY (The Literary Structure of the Old Testament, Baker Academic: Grand Rapids, 1999, 259-262): 
Hebrew introduction: Daniel and his three friends in king’s training (1) 
Aramaic section (2-7) 
  a   vision of the four kingdoms (in human image) (2) 
     b   martyr story:  God saves Daniel’s three friends in the fiery furnace (3) 
        c   Nebuchadnezzar’s pride and Yahweh’s sovereignty (4) 
        c   Belshazzar’s pride and Yahweh’s sovereignty (5) 
     b’  martyr story: God saves Daniel in the lion’s den (6) 
   a’  vision of the four kingdoms (in images of beasts) (7) 
Hebrew section (8-12) 
   a   vision of two kingdoms (Persia and Greece; metaphor of beasts) (8) 
      b   vision of the seventy “sevens” (9) 
   a’  vision of two kingdoms (Persia and Greece; metaphor of man) (10-12) 

S. PACE (Daniel, in: Smyth & Helwys Bible Commentary, 2008):  1-6 || 7-12.  
1,12;  1,3-7;  1,8-17;  1,18-21;  2,1-4a;  2,4b-11;  2,12-16;  2,17-23;  2,24-26;  2,27-30;  2,31-35;  2,36-45;  2,46-49;  3,1-7;  
3,8-12;  3,13-15;  3,16-18;  3,19-23;  3,24-28;  3,29-30;  3,31-33;  4,1-6;  4,7-9;  4,10-14;  4,15.16a.16b; 4,17-23;  4,24.25-
27;  4,28-29.30;  4,31-34;  5,1-4;  5,5-6;  5,7-9;  5,10-12;  5,13-16; 5,17-21;  5,22-23;  5,24-28;  5,29-6,1;  6,2-4;  6,5-10;  
6,11;  6,12-14;  6,15-16;  6,17-24;  6,25-29;  7,1-8;  7,9-14;  7,15-16; 7,17-18;  7,19-22;  7,23-27; 7,28;  8,1-12;  8,13-14;  
8,15-26; 8,27;  9,1-2;  9,3-4a;  9,4b-14;  9,15-19;  9,20-23;  9,24-27;  10,1-4;  10,5-10;  10,11-11,1;  11,2-20;  11,21-45;  
12,1-7;  12,8-13. 
W.B. NELSON (Daniel, in: Understanding the Bible Commentary Series, 2012): 1-6 || 7-12.  1,1-2;  1,3-5;  1,6-7;  1,8-10;  
1,11-17;  1,18-20.21;  2,1.2-4; 2,5-9;  2,10-12;  2,13-23;  2,24-28;  2,29-30;  2,31-35;  2,36-38.39;  2,40-43;  2,44-45;  2,46-
49;  3,1-7;  3,8-12;  3,13-18;  3,19-23;  3,24-30;  4,1-3;  4,4-9;  4,10-18;  4,19-27;  4,28-33;  4,34-37;  5,1-7;  5,8-16;  5,17-
29;  5,30-31;  6,1-9;  6,10-17;  6,18-24;  6,25-28;  7,1-8; 7,9-14;  7,15-18;  7,19-27.28;  8,1-2;  8,3-12;  8,13-14;  8,15-
26.27;  9,1-2;  9,3-14;  9,15-19;  9,20-27;  10,1.2-9;  10,10-12;  10,13;  10,14-15;  10,16-19;  10,20-11,2a;  11,2b.3-4;  
11,5-9;  11,10-19;  11,20;  11,21-24;  11,25-28;  11,29-35;  11,36-39;  11,40-45;  12,1-3;  12,4;  Epilogue: 12,5-7;  12,8-13.    

Detailed outline based on layout markers, content, and numerical features 

      Part I: 1,1-7,28        Stories about four young Jews at the royal court in Babylon 

Section 1: 1,1-21         The story of four young Jews educated at the royal court: P   21 vs;  305 w. 

Section 2: 2,1-49         The story of Nebuchadnezzar’s first dream: P    49 vs;  842 w. 

Section 3: 3,1-30         The story of the three friends in the fiery furnace: P   30 vs;  596 w. 

Section 4: 3,31-4,34    The story of Nebuchadnezzar’s second dream; his madness: P  37 vs;  634 w.  3944 (232x17) 

Section 5: 5,1-30          The story of the handwriting on the wall: P    30 vs;  524 w. 

Section 6: 6,1-29         The story of Daniel in the den of lions: P    29 vs;  551 w. 

Section 7: 7,1-28         The story of Daniel’s dream with visions: P    28 vs;  492 w. 

      Part IIA: 8,1-9,27     Daniel’s visions during the reigns of Belshazzar and Darius 

Section 1: 8,1-27         Daniel’s vision of a ram, a he-goat, and a horn: P   27 vs;  383 w. 

Section 2: 9,1-27         Daniel’s experiences in the first year of Darius: P   27 vs;  462 w. 

      Part IIB: 10,1-12,13 Daniel’s visions during the reign of Cyrus 
Section 1: 10,1-14        Daniel’s experiences in the third year of Cyrus: []   14 vs;  236 w. 
Section 2: 10,15-12,4  A Man tells Daniel the truth about times to come: []   56 vs;  780 (30x26) w. 
Section 3: 12,5-13       The Man clothed in linen speaks to Daniel: Col.      9 vs;  114 w. 
Daniel 1-12   The stories and visions are not arranged in a strict chronological order. 357 (21x17) vs;  5919 w. 

Observation 1 Part I (Chapters 1-7) is finalized and sealed by 3944 (232x17) words.  
In Part IIB, Section 2, dealing with the end of the wars and the rise of Michael to have charge of Israel, stands 
out with 780 (30x26) words, which highlights this vital section about the future of Israel as the new world 
power. Compare 10,21 and 12,1, and note especially that §47 (11,40-12,4), which is about the rise of Michael, 
is highlighted by 136 (8x17 ) words. 
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Part I: Chapters 1-7  Stories about four Jews at the royal court in Babylon 

Vs Text Words Letters  Sum words S/P                     Structural Design 

 Section 1 1,1-21            Daniel and his friends at the royal court 

1 Dan 1,1 13 60  13  §1 The four men are educated and assigned rich food 

2 Dan 1,2 22 91  35  * The name    appears only in 9,2-20:  8x. 

3 Dan 1,3 12 58  47  The name Daniel occurs no less than 75 times. 

4 Dan 1,4 25 102  72   

5 Dan 1,5 18  130 (5x26) 74  90  The paragraph is highlighted by its 130 words. 
6 Dan 1,6 8 37  98   

7 Dan 1,7 15 72  113  1,8  Daniel’s decision to refuse such food is highlighted by 

8 Dan 1,8 17 68  130/130 [] 17 words with 68 letters. 

9 Dan 1,9 9 41  139  §2  Daniel and the steward discuss the food for the Jews 
10 Dan 1,10 29 114  168   

11 Dan 1,11 13   78 (3x26) 55  181  The paragraph as a whole is highlighted by its 78 words. 

12 Dan 1,12 13 50  194   

13 Dan 1,13 14 62  208/78 [] 1,1-13 (§§1-2) Altogether 130+78=208 () words. 

14 Dan 1,14 7 28  215  §3 The four men are tested and found excellent 
15 Dan 1,15 15 61  230   

16 Dan 1,16 10 42  240   

17 Dan 1,17 16 71  256  1,16-20  They are given vegetables and God gives them 
18 Dan 1,18 11   68 (4x17) 53  267  knowledge and understanding; the king speaks to them 

19 Dan 1,19 13 59  280  and found them ten times better than all his magicians: 

20 Dan 1,20 18 69  298  68 words. 

21 Dan 1,21 7 26  305/97 P  

21 Section 1 305 1293 0 305   

 Section 2 2,1-49                 King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream must be told  

22 Dan 2,1 12+ 61  317  §4 The magicians fail to do so; they have to be executed 
23 Dan 2,2 14/26 76  331  1,1-2  The magicians are summoned to tell the king his 

24 Dan 2,3 10 41  341  dreams: 26 words. 

25a Dan 2,4a 4      21   345  2,4b-7,28  Aramaic: 3599 words, but this is numerically  

25b Dan 2,4b 8 35  353  irrelevant; it is simply an integral part of the text of 2-7. 

26 Dan 2,5 17 79  370  2,5  The king threatens to ruin them: 17 words. 

27 Dan 2,6 15 64  385   
28 Dan 2,7 9 44  394   

29 Dan 2,8 19 65  413  2,7-11  The magicians ask the king to tell them his dream 

30 Dan 2,9 26   104 (4x26) 103  439  but the king suspects them of lying to him and insists that 

31 Dan 2,10 30 103  469  they tell him the dream; they explain to the king that this 

32 Dan 2,11 20 74  489  is impossible: 104 (4x26) words. 

33 Dan 2,12 12 44  501   

34 Dan 2,13 8 45/855  509/204 P 2,1-13 (§4) is highlighted and sealed by 204 (12x17) words. 

35 Dan 2,14 15 59  524  §5 Daniel begs the king to give him some respite 

36 Dan 2,15 18 69  542   
37 Dan 2,16 12 45  554/45 P  

38 Dan 2,17 10 49  564  §6 Daniel goes to his house to take action with his friends 
39 Dan 2,18 18+ 66  582   

40 Dan 2,19 12+ 48  594   

41 Dan 2,20 18+ 63  612  2,18-24  He asks his friends to seek the mercy of God 

42 Dan 2,21 14+ 71  626  concerning the mystery of the king’s dream, in order to 

 43 Dan 2,22 10+ 42  636  save their lives; he himself prays to God and goes to Arioch to  

44 Dan 2,23 20+ 80  656  ask him to bring him to the king: 119 words. For the Prayer, 

45 Dan 2,24 27/119 (7x17) 99  683/129 S a Song of Praise (2,20-23), see Observation 10 below. 
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46  Dan 2,25 22 83  705  §7 Daniel tells the king his dream, which will be revealed 

47 Dan 2,26 14 61  719   

48 Dan 2,27 17            17 71  736  2,27  None of the king’s wise men knows the secret: 17 w. 

49 Dan 2,28 21 85  757 P This P does not have a demarcating function but draws 

50 Dan 2,29 17            17 61  774  attention to Daniel’s promise to the king in 29-30.  

51 Dan 2,30 23   204 (12x17) 80  797  2,29  The dream, to be revealed, is about the future: 17 w. 
52 Dan 2,31 17            17 62  814  2,31  What the king saw was a huge image: 17 words. 

53 Dan 2,32 14 51  828   

54 Dan 2,33 10 39  838  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 204 words. 

55 Dan 2,34 18 67  856   

56 Dan 2,35 31 114  887/204 []  

57 Dan 2,36 6 23  893  §8 Daniel’s interpretation of the king’s dream 

58 Dan 2,37 13 50  906   
59 Dan 2,38 18 69  924   

60 Dan 2,39 15+ 58  939   

61 Dan 2,40 19/34 (2x17) 75  958  2,39-40 He predicts the coming of four kingdoms: 34 words. 

62 Dan 2,41 27 106  985   

63 Dan 2,42 14 62  999   

64 Dan 2,43 23 85  1022  2,43-45  He announces that the God of heaven will set up 

65 Dan 2,44 25    78 (3x26) 105  1047  a kingdom which shall never be destroyed: 78 words. 
66 Dan 2,45 30 111  1077/190 P  

67 Dan 2,46 13 60  1090  §9 The king honours Daniel: “Your God is the greatest” 

68 Dan 2,47 20 75  1110   

69 Dan 2,48 20 75  1130  2,36-49 (§§8-9) altogether: 190 + 70 = 260 words. 

70 Dan 2,49 17 67  1147/70 P 2,49 The friends are promoted; Daniel at the court: 17 words.  

49 Section 2 842 3341 0 842  2,26-49  Daniel responds to the king’s question: 442 (17x26). 

 Section 3 3,1-30        The story of the three friends in the fiery furnace 
71 Dan 3,1 17           17 68  1164  §10 The worship of the image set up by the king 

72 Dan 3,2 21 112  1185  3,1  The golden image is set up on the plain of Dura: 17  

73 Dan 3,3 24 126  1209  with 68 letters. 
74 Dan 3,4 8 37  1217   

75 Dan 3,5 21 99  1238  Seven kinds of musical instruments mentioned. 

76 Dan 3,6 12 43  1250   

77 Dan 3,7 30 122  1280/133 []  

78 Dan 3,8 12 49  1292  §11 The three friends are accused of insubordination  

79 Dan 3,9 7       338 (13x26) 35  1299   

80 Dan 3,10 23 89  1322  Seven kinds of musical instruments mentioned. 
81 Dan 3,11 10 37  1332   

82 Dan 3,12 30 117  1362/82 S  

83 Dan 3,13 16 71  1378  §12 The men have to worship the image but they refuse 

84 Dan 3,14 19 79  1397   

85 Dan 3,15 40 169  1437   

86 Dan 3,16 15 65  1452   

87 Dan 3,17 16 65  1468  3,1-18 (§§10-12) altogether 133+82+123=338 words. 

88 Dan 3,18 17 62  1485/123 S 3,18 “We shall never worship your gods!”: 17 words. 

89 Dan 3,19 22 88  1507  §13 They are bound and cast into the burning furnace 

90 Dan 3,20 15 64  1522   
91 Dan 3,21 13   52 (2x26) 73  1535  3,20-22  The soldiers who cast them into the furnace are 

92 Dan 3,22 24 86  1559  killed by the flames: 52 words. 

93 Dan 3,23 13 57  1572/87 P  

94 Dan 3,24 21 99  1593  §14 The king is astonished: he saw four men in the fire 

95 Dan 3,25 21 80  1614/42 S  

96 Dan 3,26 28 112  1642  §15 They are unharmed: “No other god can do this!” 

97 Dan 3,27 26 116  1668  3,27  All the king’s servants authenticate the fact: 26 w. 
98 Dan 3,28 32 136  1700   
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99 Dan 3,29 34 116  1734  3,29  The king issues a decree that whoever speaks blas- 

100 Dan 3,30 9 38  1743/129 P phemy against this incomparable God shall be killed: 34 w. 

30 Section 3 596 2510 0 596  In Section 3 the three names are mentioned 13 times. 

 Section 4 3,31-4,34          Nebuchadnezzar’s second dream; his madness 

101 Dan 3,31 12 54  1755  §16  Nebuchadnezzar reports an alarming dream 

102 Dan 3,32 10 39  1765   

103 Dan 3,33 13 57  1778   

104 Dan 4,1 7 34  1785   
105 Dan 4,2 9 45  1794  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 272 words. 

106 Dan 4,3 12 48  1806   

107 Dan 4,4 14 66  1820   

108 Dan 4,5 18 72  1838   

109 Dan 4,6 22   272 (16x17) 76  1860   

110 Dan 4,7 12 48  1872  4,7-13  The dream as told by the king to Daniel: 104 words. 

111 Dan 4,8 10 42  1882   
112 Dan 4,9 19 81  1901   

113 Dan 4,10 12 44  1913   

114 Dan 4,11 19      19 79  1932  4,11-13   The Watcher’s order: the tree must be cut down  

115 Dan 4,12 20      20   51 80  1952  and the king must be given the mind of a beast: 51 words. 

116 Dan 4,13 12      12 52  1964   

117 Dan 4,14 24     24+ 102  1988  4,14-15  Nebuchadnezzar recognizes the holy decree and 

118 Dan 4,15 27     27/51 110  2015/272 [] calls on Beltshazzar to interpret the dream: 51 words. 

119 Dan 4,16 26 119  2041  §17 Daniel’s interpretation of the king’s dream 

120 Dan 4,17 12 47  2053  4,16 Daniel hesitates at first, but the king encourages him:  

121 Dan 4,18 15 67  2068  26 words with 119 (7x17) letters. 

122 Dan 4,19 13 54  2081   

123 Dan 4,20 37 144  2118   

124 Dan 4,21 11 38  2129   

125 Dan 4,22 33 130  2162   

126 Dan 4,23 16 58  2178   

127 Dan 4,24 15 62  2193   
128 Dan 4,25 5 20  2198/183 P  

129 Dan 4,26 11 39  2209  §18  A year later the divine decree was executed 

130 Dan 4,27 17 61  2226  4,27 Special emphasis of the king’s boastfulness: 17 words. 

131 Dan 4,28 15 56  2241   

132 Dan 4,29 28 109  2269   

133 Dan 4,30 23 96  2292   

134 Dan 4,31 24 102  2316  4,31-34  Nebuchadnezzar’s reason returns to him and he is 

135 Dan 4,32 20 77  2336  established in his kingdom; so he praises the Most High, the 
136 Dan 4,33 22   85 (5x17) 94  2358  King of heaven, for his universal reign on earth: 85 words. 

137 Dan 4,34 19 82  2377/179 P  

37 Section 4 634 2584 0 634   

 Section 5 5,1-30          The handwriting on the wall 
138 Dan 5,1 11 46  2388  §19 At a feast the king is alarmed by a writing hand  

139 Dan 5,2 22 106  2410   

140 Dan 5,3 19   85 (5x17) 84  2429  5,1-5  During the feast a hand writes on the wall: 85 words. 

141 Dan 5,4 10 45  2439   

142 Dan 5,5 23 78  2462   

143 Dan 5,6 13 63  2475   
144 Dan 5,7 31 130  2506/129 S  

145 Dan 5,8 12 53  2518  §20 The king’s wise men cannot read the writing 

146 Dan 5,9 10 54  2528   

147 Dan 5,10 20 91  2548   

148 Dan 5,11 28 130  2576   

149 Dan 5,12 26 112  2602/96 P 5,12 They advise the king to let Daniel be called: 26 words. 
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150 Dan 5,13 24 86  2626  §21 The king invites Daniel to interpret the writing 

151 Dan 5,14 12 52  2638   

152 Dan 5,15 16   78 (3x26) 71  2654  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 78 words. 

153 Dan 5,16 26 116  2680/78 P  

154 Dan 5,17 18 79  2698  §22 Daniel confronts Belshazzar with the end of his reign 

155 Dan 5,18 11 53  2709   
156 Dan 5,19 34      34 (2x17) 116  2743  5,19 The Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar unlimited 

157 Dan 5,20 13 53  2756  power, but because of his arrogance, he was deposed  

158 Dan 5,21 32 126  2788  from his throne and brought low: 34 words. 

159 Dan 5,22 12     12+ 41  2800  5,22-23 Also Belshazzar has not humbled his heart for he  

160 Dan 5,23 40     40/52(2x26) 169  2840  has set himself up against the Lord of heaven: 52 words. 

161 Dan 5,24 10 37  2850   

162 Dan 5,25 8      221 (13x17) 29  2858  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 221 words. 
163 Dan 5,26 8 32  2866   

164 Dan 5,27 5 27  2871   

165 Dan 5,28 6 28  2877   

166 Dan 5,29 18 85  2895   

167 Dan 5,30 6 27  2901/221 P  

30 Section 5 524 2219 0 524   

 Section 6 6,1-29          The story of Daniel in the den of lions 

168 Dan 6,1 8 36  2909  §23 Daniel’s high position under Darius elicits jealousy 
169 Dan 6,2 13 8  2922   

170 Dan 6,3 19 78  2941   
171 Dan 6,4 20 80  2961   

172 Dan 6,5 27 115  2988   

173 Dan 6,6 16    204 (12x17) 61  3004/103 S  

174 Dan 6,7 14 61  3018  §24 Daniel disregards the king’s edict and prays openly 

175 Dan 6,8 31 126  3049   

176 Dan 6,9 15 52  3064   

177 Dan 6,10 8 29  3072  6,1-11 (§§23-24) highlighted by 204 (12x17) words. 

178 Dan 6,11 33 124  3105/101 S  
179 Dan 6,12 10 45  3115  §25 The kings ministers tell him about Daniel’s disrespect 

180 Dan 6,13 40 141  3155   

181 Dan 6,14 27   119 (7x17) 97  3182  6,12-16 The officials inform King Darius and urge him to  

182 Dan 6,15 19 76  3201  implement the decree: 119 words. 

183 Dan 6,16 23 83  3224/119   

184 Dan 6,17 21 88  3245  6,18  The king spends the night fasting and sleepless: 17 w. 

185 Dan 6,18 17          17 69  3262  6,17-24  The king seals the den and spends the night  
186 Dan 6,19 13 53  3275  fasting and unable to sleep; at break of day he goes to the 

187 Dan 6,20 10    48  3285  den and finds Daniel unharmed. The overjoyed king sets him 

188 Dan 6,21 24    136 (8x17) 100  3309  free: 136 words. 

189 Dan 6,22 8 31  3317   

190 Dan 6,23 21 80  3338   

191 Dan 6,24 22 82  3360/136    

192 Dan 6,25 28 118  3388  §26 The accusers are punished and Darius issues an order 

193 Dan 6,26 14 59  3402   
194 Dan 6,27 29 108  3431   

195 Dan 6,28 13 57  3444   

196 Dan 6,29 8 40  3452/92 P  

29 Section 6 551 2195  551   

 Section 7 7,1-28               Daniel’s account of his dream with visions 

197 Dan 7,1 18+ 69  3470  §27 The dream about great beasts coming out of the sea 

198 Dan 7,2 15+ 59  3485   
 199 Dan 7,3 10+ 33  3495   
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200 Dan 7,4 23+ 85  3518   

201 Dan 7,5 21+ 80  3539  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 238 words. 

202 Dan 7,6 20+  76  3559   

203 Dan 7,7 33+ 139  3592   

204 Dan 7,8 25+ 109  3617   

205 Dan 7,9 23+ 89  3640   
206 Dan 7,10 18+ 76  3658   

207 Dan 7,11 21+ 81  3679   

208 Dan 7,12 11/238 (14x17) 49  3690/238 []    

209 Dan 7,13 18 72  3708  §28 Vision of the divine being and the Ancient of Days 
210 Dan 7,14 21 82  3729/39 P The 39 words may signify YHWH’s uniqueness: 26+13=39. 

211 Dan 7,15 9 42  3738  §29 One of the divine beings interprets the vision 
212 Dan 7,16 16 57  3754   

213 Dan 7,17 11 47  3765   

214 Dan 7,18 11 55  3776   

215 Dan 7,19 24   97  3800   

216 Dan 7,20 23    238 (14x17) 86  3823   

217 Dan 7,21 10 39  3833   
218 Dan 7,22 14 63  3847/118 []  

219 Dan 7,23 18 76  3865  §30 The interpretation of the vision of the ten horns 
220 Dan 7,24 17 78  3882   

221 Dan 7,25 18 83  3900   

222 Dan 7,26 8  39  3908  7,13-27 (§§28-30) The last visions interpreted: 238 words. 

223 Dan 7,27 20 95  3928/81 [] 7,1-27  The passage about all the visions: 476 (28x17) words. 

224 Dan 7,28 16  End of account 66  3944/16 P 7,1-28  The 492 words represent Daniel’s signature: 

28 Section 7 492 (12x41) 2022 0 492 (12x41)     =4+14+10+1+12=41.  See Observation 5 on page 14.  

203 Sections 2-7 3638 (214x17) 14866 0 3638 (214x17)  Sections 2-7, excluding   (2,4a): 3638 (214x17) words. 

224 Part I: 1-7 3944 (232x17) 16164 0 3944 (232x17)  1,1-7,28  including  : 3944 (232x17) words. 

Observation 2 In Part I: Sections 1-7 (Chapters 1-7) 182 of the 224 verses (81%) and 3944 (232x17) of the 
3944 words (100%) are highlighted by 17 and 26. Most remarkably, Chapters 2-7, excluding the qualification 
 , ‘Aramaic‘ (2,4a) have 3638 (214x17) words. There must be an explanation for this phenomenon. 

The word   seems to have been given an engaged/not-engaged function, because from the perspective 

of the storyteller it is not really necessary to tell his readers that what follows is in Aramaic. Compare the 
unintroduced Aramaic verse in Jer. 10,11 and the unintroduced Aramaic section in Ezr. 7,12-26. That is why 
the word   is regarded by many scholars as a gloss (e.g., Marti, Charles, Bentzen, Porteous, Plöger, 

Delcor, Goldingay, Nelson, and by the Revised Standard Version). In my opinion, it is not so simple. Retaining 
the Masoretic text, 2,4a can be interpreted in two ways: 

On the one hand, we have the plain meaning of the sentence, as understood by the Masoretes: Then the 
Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic: “Oh king, live for ever…”.  In this case, including the word  , the 

number of words in Chapters 1-7 amount to 3944 (232x17), finalizing and sealing it as a coherent literary unit.  

On the other hand, the author/redactor appears to have had a double entendre in mind meaning to say: Then 
the Chaldeans spoke to the king (Aramaic): “Oh king, live for ever…”. In this case, leaving the word   out 

of consideration, the number of words in Chapters 2-7 come to 3638 (214x17), finalizing and sealing 2-7 as a 
distinct literary entity. This is additional evidence that Chapter 7 is an integral part of Part I. 
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Part IIA: 8-9  Daniel’s account of his visions during the reign of Belshazzar and Darius 

Vs Text Words Letters  Sum words S/P                     Structural Design 

 Section 1 8,1-27     Daniel’s vision during the reign of King Belshazzar 

225 Dan 8,1 14 Introduction 60  3958/14  §31 Vision of a ram, a he-goat, and a horn 
226 Dan 8,2 17          17 76  3975    

227 Dan 8,3 20 85  3995  8,2 The location: in Susa at the river Ulai: 17 words. 

228 Dan 8,4 18 75  4013   

229 Dan 8,5 21 79  4034   
230 Dan 8,6 14 53  4048   

231 Dan 8,7 27 111  4075  8,2-14 The vision without the introduction is highlighted by  

232 Dan 8,8 16    208 (8x26) 75  4091  208 words. 

233 Dan 8,9 15  54  4106   
234 Dan 8,10 11 45  4117  8,9-10  The little horn grows exceedingly great towards the  

235 Dan 8,11 10 42  4127  south, the east and the glorious land: 26 words. 

236 Dan 8,12 10 43  4137   

237 Dan 8,13 19 78  4156   

238 Dan 8,14 10 37  4166/208 []  

239 Dan 8,15 13 54  4179  §32 Daniel’s meeting with Gabriel   
240 Dan 8,16 12 48  4191/25   

241 Dan 8,17 17 59  4208  8,17  Daniel prostrates himself; Gabriel speaks: 17 words. 

242 Dan 8,18 11 44  4219  8,18-26 Gabriel tells Daniel what shall be at the appointed  
243 Dan 8,19 11 43  4230  time at the end: 104 words. 

244 Dan 8,20 8 31  4238   

245 Dan 8,21 12 52  4250   

246 Dan 8,22 10 50  4260   
247 Dan 8,23 10   104 (4x26) 46  4270   

248 Dan 8,24 12 56  4282   

249 Dan 8,25 17 71  4299   

250 Dan 8,26 13 50  4312   

251 Dan 8,27 15 69  4327/136 P 8,27  Daniel’s reaction to the episode: 15 words. 

27 Section 1 383 1586 0 383  Section 1 is finalized and sealed by  1586 (61x26) letters. 

 Section 2 9,1-27     Daniel’s experiences in the first year of Darius 

252 Dan 9,1 12 48  4339  §33 Daniel discovers the 70 years and prays to YHWH 
253 Dan 9,2 21 91 1 4360   

254 Dan 9,3 12 49  4372   

255 Dan 9,4 16   119 (7x17) 79 2 4388  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 119 words. 

256 Dan 9,5 7 42  4395   

257 Dan 9,6 16 64  4411   

258 Dan 9,7 25 107  4436   

259 Dan 9,8 10  46 3 4446/119 []  

260 Dan 9,9 7 33  4453  §34 Our God is merciful, but he punished us for our sins 

261 Dan 9,10 13 60 4 4466  (spoken about God in 3rd person form) 

262 Dan 9,11 22 89  4488   

263 Dan 9,12 23 93  4511   
264 Dan 9,13 20   156 (6x26) 81 5 4531  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 156 words. 

265 Dan 9,14 18 69 6-7 4549   

266 Dan 9,15 18 68  4567   

267 Dan 9,16 20 90  4587   

268 Dan 9,17 15 60  4602/156 []  

269 Dan 9,18 25+ 105  4627  §35 Daniel presents his supplication: God, hear and see! 
270 Dan 9,19 18+ 66  4645/43   

271 Dan 9,20 18+ 74 8 4663  §36 While Daniel is praying Gabriel comes to him 
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272 Dan 9,21 17+        17 68  4680  9,21 He comes all of a sudden during the prayer: 17 words. 

273 Dan 9,22 9+      41  4689   

274 Dan 9,23 14+ 59  4703   

275 Dan 9,24 23+ 96  4726   

276 Dan 9,25 22+ 97  4748   

277 Dan 9,26 21+ 86  4769  9,18-27 (§§35-36) highlighted and sealed by 187 words. 
278 Dan 9,27 20/187 (11x17) 80  4789/144 P  

27 Section 2 462 1941 8x 462   

54 Part IIA: 8-9 845 3527  845   

Observation 3  In Part II: Sections 1-2  (8,1-9,27)  51 of the 54 verses (94%) and 806 of the 845 words (95%) 
are high-lighted by 17 and 26. 

Part IIB: 10-12  Daniel’s account of his visions during the reign of King Cyrus 

 Section 1 10,1-14          Daniel’s experiences in the third year of Cyrus 
279 Dan 10,1 22 Introduction 87  4811  §37 Daniel mourns and fasts for three weeks 

280 Dan 10,2 9 39  4820   

281 Dan 10,3 18 60  4838/49 P  
282 Dan 10,4 13 55  4851  §38 Daniel sees a divine man on the bank of the Tigris 

283 Dan 10,5 13 51  4864   

284 Dan 10,6 17 82  4881   

285 Dan 10,7 21 84  4902   

286 Dan 10,8 19 74  4921   

287 Dan 10,9 15 57  4936/98 []  

288 Dan 10,10 9     187 (11x17)   33  4945  §39 The divine man speaks to Daniel about the future 

289 Dan 10,11 25 96  4970   
290 Dan 10,12 22 90  4992   

291 Dan 10,13 21 85  5013   

292 Dan 10,14 12 49  5025/89 [] §§38 and 39 are highlighted by their 98+89= 187 words. 

14 Section 1 236 942  236   

 Section 2 10,15-12,4     A Man tells Daniel the truth about times to come 
293 Dan 10,15 8 37  5033  §40 Daniel is dumbfounded, a divine man heartens him 

294 Dan 10,16 22 84  5055   

295 Dan 10,17 19 61  5074   

296 Dan 10,18 6 25  5080   

297 Dan 10,19 17 69  5097  10,19-21  Daniel is strengthened by the man: 51 words. 

298 Dan 10,20 17 60  5114   

299 Dan 10,21 17 56  5131/106 P  

300 Dan 11,1 9 39  5140  §41 The  coming conflict between Persia and Greece 

301 Dan 11,2 22+ 88  5162   
302 Dan 11,3 8+ 31  5170   

303 Dan 11,4 19+    85  5189  11,2-6  The divine man shows Daniel the truth about the 

304 Dan 11,5 11+ 44  5200  coming conflict between Persia and Greece: 85 words. 

305 Dan 11,6 25/85 (5x17) 108  5225/94   

306 Dan 11,7 14 56  5239  §42 A ‘branch’ in the north will rise to great power 

307 Dan 11,8 17 67  5256   

308 Dan 11,9 7     52 (2x26) 26  5263  11,7-10  A ‘branch’ will attack the king of the north:  

309 Dan 11,10 14 57  5277  52 (2x26) words. 
310 Dan 11,11 15 61  5292   

311 Dan 11,12 8 34  5300   

312 Dan 11,13 17 67  5317/92 [] 11,13 The king of the north will be back, stronger: 17 words. 
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313 Dan 11,14 14 60  5331  §43 The ongoing war between South and North Kingdoms 
314 Dan 11,15 17 71  5348   

315 Dan 11,16 12 51  5360  11,15  The king of the south will be defeated: 17 words. 

316 Dan 11,17 19 73  5379   

317 Dan 11,18 13 53  5392   

318 Dan 11,19 8 34  5400/83 []  

319 Dan 11,20 14 58  5414  §44 In the ongoing war a contemptible person will arise 

320 Dan 11,21 14    208 (8x26) 59  5428   

321 Dan 11,22 8 38  5436  11,14-28  (§§43-44) highlighted and sealed by 208 words. 
322 Dan 11,23 9 37  5445   

323 Dan 11,24 22 93  5467   

324 Dan 11,25 23 90  5490   

325 Dan 11,26 9 41  5499  11,27-28  Both kings are up to mischief and the king of 

326 Dan 11,27 15         15+ 57  5514  the north shall return to his land: 26 words. 

327 Dan 11,28 11         11/26 43  5525/125 []  

328 Dan 11,29 8 36  5533  §45 The king of the north will meet ships of Kittim 
329 Dan 11,30 17 60  5550  11,30  Ships of Kittim shall come against him: 17 words. 

330 Dan 11,31 11 56  5561  11,31-35  The temple will be profaned and the abomination 
331 Dan 11,32 9 43  5570  that makes desolate will be set up: 51 words. 

332 Dan 11,33 10    51 (3x17) 48  5580   

333 Dan 11,34 8 40  5588   

334 Dan 11,35 13 50  5601/76 []  

335 Dan 11,36 20 78  5621  §46 The king shall magnify himself above all 

336 Dan 11,37 17 55  5638   

337 Dan 11,38 16   68 (4x17) 69  5654  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 68 words. 
338 Dan 11,39 15 65  5669/68 []  

339 Dan 11,40 18 78  5687  §47 In the end Michael shall arise to have charge of Israel   

340 Dan 11,41 13 56  5700   

341 Dan 11,42 8 35  5708   

342 Dan 11,43 10 50  5718  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 136 words. 

343 Dan 11,44 10   136 (8x17) 52  5728   

344 Dan 11,45 14 47  5742   
345 Dan 12,1 29 104  5771   

346 Dan 12,2 12 53  5783 S The function of the S is to draw attention to 12,3. 

347 Dan 12,3 9 49  5792 P The function of the P is to draw attention to 12,4. 

348 Dan 12,4 13 50  5805/136 [] 12,4  contains the concluding words of the divine man. 

56 Section 2 780 (30x26) 3187  780 (30x26)   Section 2 is finalized and sealed by its 780 words. 

 Section 3 12,5-13          The man clothed in linen speaks to Daniel 

349 Dan 12,5 15 61  5820  §48 Daniel hears him but fails to understand what he says 

350 Dan 12,6 12+ 47  5832  12,6-7  The man clothed in linen tells Daniel that it will be 
351 Dan 12,7 29/41 115  5861  a time, two times, and half a time: 41 words, which is 

352 Dan 12,8 9 35  5870/65 P Daniel’s signature. Go to Observation 5 below. 

353 Dan 12,9 10 37  5880  §49 “Go your way: the words will remain secret.” 

354 Dan 12,10 12 63  5892   
355 Dan 12,11 10 42  5902   

356 Dan 12,12 9+ 39  5911  12,12-13  The time to wait is 1335 days and Daniel must go  

357 Dan 12,13 8/17 32  5919/49 P his way till the end: 17 words. 

9 Section 3 114 471  114   

79 Part IIB 1130 4600  1130   

357 Parts I-II 5919 24291  5919  The book is finalized and sealed by its 357 (21x17) verses. 

Observation 4  In Part IIB (10,1-12,13) 60 of the 79 verses (76%) and 855 of the 1130 words (76%) are  
highlighted by 17 and 26. The book begins with 130 (5x26) words (1,1-8) and ends with 17 (12,12-13). See my 
article The way a holy book begins and ends. 
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Utterances by Daniel in words and writing 

No Verse           Addressee/Subject Intro    Utterance        Total 

1 1,11-13   >The steward: Give us vegetables to eat and test us! 13 27+ 40 

2 2,15a   >Arioch, the captain: Why is the decree so severe? 6 7/34 (2x17) 13 

3 2,19b-23   > God: Praises and thanks for the given wisdom. 8 59 67 

4 2,24b   >Arioch: Bring me to the king; I shall interpret the dream! 4 10 14 

5 2,27-45   >The king: Daniel interprets the dream of the image. 5 353 358 

6 4,16b-24   >The king: Daniel interprets the dream of the tree. 3 157 160 

7 5,17-28 >Belshazzar: Daniel interprets the handwriting. 6 191 197 

8 6,22-23 >Darius: Daniel explains that God protected him. 5 24 29 

9 7,1-28 Daniel’s written account of his dream with visions. 21 471 492 (12x41) 

 1-7 All utterances by Daniel in Part 1 71 1299 1370  

10 8-12 [10,1] Daniel’s account of the visions in Part 2 (8-12, without 10,1) 0 1953 1953 

  All words ascribed to Daniel in the book 71 3252 3323 

 3,16-18 Words spoken by Daniel’s three friends 8 40 48 

   79 3292 3371 

Observation 5  The highlighted Utterances 1-2 are self-evident. Of the number 41, which represents Daniel’s 
numerical signature (  =4+14+10+1+12=41), I found two clear instances:  

First: The most personal story about Daniel’s dream with visions (7,1-28) has altogether 492 (12x41) words.  
Second: The 41 words devoted to the crucial passage (12,6-7 - see the table above), in which the Man clothed 
in linen reveals to Daniel how long it will be till the end of the portents, signify that he is the only person ever 
to come to know the secret.  

  Utterances in words and/or writing by King Nebuchadnezzar 
No Verse           Addressee/Subject Intro    Utterance        Total 

1 2,3 >The Chaldeans: Tell me my dream!     3 7 10 

2 2,5-6 >The Chaldeans: Deliver, or else…! 4 28 32 

3 2,8-9 >The Chaldeans: Once again, tell! 3 42 45 

4 2,26 >Daniel: Can you tell me my dream? 7 7 14+ 

5 2,47   >Daniel: Your God is the God of gods! 4 16 20/34 (2x17) 

6 3,14-15   >The three men: Worship the image! 4 55 59 

7 3,24b >The courtiers: Weren’t there three men? 3 7      170 (10x17) 10 

8 3,25 >The courtiers: I see four men, not hurt! 2 19      21 

9 3,26a >The three men: The three of you, come out! 9 10 19 

10 3,28-29 >The officers: No blasphemy against their God! 3 63 66 

11 3,31-4,15   >All peoples: The dream interpreted by Daniel. 0 272 (16x17) 272 (16x17) 

12 4,16b >Beltshazzar: Be not dismayed by the dream! 3 5 8 

13 4,27 Exclamation: This Babylon was built by Me! 3 14 17 

14 4,31-34 Nebuchadnezzar praises the Most High (1
st
 person). 0 85 (5x17) 85 (5x17) 

   48 630 678 

Observation 6  The six utterances by Nebuchadnezzar in connection with Daniel’s interpretation of his dreams 
and the narrow escape of Daniel’s three friends (Numbers 5-10) are especially highlighted by 170 words.  
Also emphasized is the royal message to all peoples (11) by 272 (16x17) words, the bragging of the king (13) by 
17 words, and his proclamation in which he praises the Most High after his restoration (14) by 85 (5x17) words.  
Most strikingly: the total number of words spoken by all the actants in Chapters 1-6 amount to 2080 (80x26).  
Klaas Eikelenboom has kindly put this intriguing information at my disposal.  
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Utterances by Belshazzar and his wife concerning the handwriting on the wall 

No Verse           Addressee/Subject Intro  Utterance  Total 

1 5,7b   >The wise men: Whoever can read it will be honoured. 5 19 24 

2 5,10b-12 The Queen>the King: Let Daniel be called to interpret! 3 63 66 

3 5,13-16   >Daniel: If you can interpret it, you will be the third ruler.  9 69 78 (3x26) 

   17 151 168 

Observation 7  In 5,13-16, 78 (3x26) words are devoted to Utterance 3 by the king (Column 6). 
Altogether 102 (6x17) words are devoted to Utterances 1 and 3 by the king (24+78=102 in Column 6). 

Utterances in words and/or writing by King Darius 

No Verse           Addressee/Subject Intro  Utterance    Total 

1 6,13b   >The presidents and satraps: The royal interdict 3 8 11 

2 6,17b   >Daniel, cast into the den: “May your God help you!” 4 8 12 

3 6,21b   >Daniel, unhurt in the den: “Could your God help you?” 4 14 18 

4 6,26-28   Proclamation to all people: reverence Daniel’s God!  12 44 56 

   23 74 97 

Words spoken by divine beings in Part I: 1-7 

No Verses                   Speaker/Subject Intros  Utterances     Total 

1 4,28-29 A voice>Nebuchadnezzar: Your kingdom has come to an end! 8 35 43 

2 7,16-18 A holy one>Daniel: The interpretation of the four beasts. 16   26 22  136 (8x17) 38+ 

3 7,23-27 A holy one>Daniel: About the fourth beast and the ten horns. 2 79 81/119 (7x17) 

Observation 8  The striking multiples of 17 and 26 in the three divine utterances in Part I are self-evident. 

      Communications between Daniel, God, and other divine beings in Part II: 8-12 

1 8,13 A holy one speaks to another holy one: How long? 9 10 19 

2 8,14 The answer: 2300 evenings and mornings. 2 8 10 

3 8,16 Daniel hears a Man’s voice: Gabriel must perform. 7 5 12 

4 8,17   Gabriel>Daniel: The vision is for the time of the end. 10 7+ 17 

5 8,18-26 Gabriel>Daniel: The interpretation of Daniel’s vision. 12  92+ 104 (4x26) 

6 9,4-19 Daniel speaks before God to offer his supplications 5 268 273 

7 9,22-27 Gabriel>Daniel: He gives him wisdom and understanding. 4 105/204 109 

8 10,10-11a The Man clothed in linen>Daniel: “I have been sent to you”. 11 16 27 

9 10,11b-14 The Man clothed in linen>Daniel: About the future of Israel. 9 53 62 

10 10,16-17 Daniel speaks to the Man clothed in linen: His anguish. 7 27 34  

11 10,18-19a A Male Being >Daniel: “Fear not and be of good courage!” 7 8     15   

12 10,19b Daniel speaks to the Male Being: His regained strength. 4 4   8--- 

13 10,20-12,4 A Male Being >Daniel: The war between Persian and Greece. 1 707 708 

14 12,6 A Man>the Man clothed in linen: How long shall it be? 8 4 12 51 (3x17) 

15 12,7 Daniels hears the Man clothed in linen swear: 1, 2, ½ times. 17 12 29 

16 12,8 Daniel speaks to the Man clothed in linen: The outcome. 5 4   9 

17 12,9-13 The Man clothed in linen>Daniel: “Go your way and rest!”. 1 48 49 

   119 (7x17)  1378 (53x26) 1497 
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Observation 9  In Utterance 4 (8,17), the secret revealed to Daniel by Gabriel, 17 words are used. 
In Utterance 5 spoken by Gabriel to Daniel (8,18-26) 104 (4x26) words are used (Column 6). 
In Gabriel’s three Utterances, (4, 5, and 7) he speaks altogether 204 (12x17) words to Daniel. 
In Daniel’s three utterances (10, 12, and 16) altogether 51 (3x17) words are used (Column 6).   
To crown it all, the 17 utterances have 119 (7x17) introductory words, and 1378 (53x26) in the speeches. 

Our striking findings concerning the divine utterances in Part I (1-7 – see the little table above ) and the 
communications between Daniel and all divine beings in Part II (8-12) strongly underscores my supposition 
about the bipartite structure of the book as 1-7 and 8-12, not, as generally assumed, 1-6 and 7-12. See page 
5 above. 

Observation 10  Daniel’s Song of Praise in 2,20-23 is his response to the vision in which God revealed 
to him the secret of the king’s dream. Therefore, it is perfectly in line with the flow of thought in the 
narrative. Being structurally part of the narrative, the Song should not be regarded as a secondary 
insertion or an ‘inset hymn’. See the Introduction to the Embedded Poetry. 

Daniel’s Song of Praise in 2,20b-23 

The Song of Daniel in 2:20b-23 is Daniel’s response to the vision in which God revealed to him the 
secret of the king’s dream. Therefore, his song of praise is perfectly in line with the flow of thought in 
the narrative. Its role in the story is to stress the fact that it is God who gives Daniel his wisdom and 
controls human history. Being part and parcel of the narrative, the Song should not be regarded as a 
secondary insertion, and may not appear on the list of ‘inset hymns’. 
See the Introduction to the Embedded Poetry. 

James W. Watts, “Biblical Psalms outside the Psalter”, in: The Book of Psalms: Composition and Reception, edited 
by Peter W. Flint and Patrick D. Miller, Jr. (VTSuppl 99), Leiden-Boston: Brill, 2005, 288-309, explicitly mentions 
Daniel 2:20b-23 as one of the psalms in the narrative and prophetic literature (p. 288). 

The Song has a bipartite strophic structure, determined by the direction of address: 

Strophe 1, vs. 20b-22 Hymnic section: words spoken about God (3rd person).  

Strophe 2, v. 23  Words directly addressed to God (2nd person).  

              8 words introduction  
                  

             
                    39  

                 
                     
                      

                   
                    

The 7 qualities of the God of Daniel in a menorah pattern: 

1. To him belong wisdom and power 
2.   He changes seasons and times 
3.    He deposes kings and sets kings up 
4.     He gives wisdom to the wise, knowledge to those who have discernment 
5.    He reveals deep and mysterious things 
6.   He knows what lies in darkness 
7. Light dwells with him. 
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God’s most important quality has been given pride of place at the centre of the menorah: He is the one  who 
gives wisdom and knowledge. This is precisely what the context requires: Daniel needs wisdom and 
knowledge, and this is something only God can provide. The menorah structure, with its focus on this specific 
quality of God, clearly shows that the song was specifically composed to suit the present literary context. As a 
matter of fact, this is in line with the message of Daniel 1-3: God has a hold over human affairs and gives 
wisdom to his faithful and reveals secrets to them. The meaningful centre expresses the gist of the song: It is 
God who gives wisdom and knowledge. This theme reverberates in 2:28, 30, 45, and 47. 

The fact that the hymnic section has 39 words may be interpreted as signifying YHWH’s uniqueness and 
incomparability by means of the number of words in the YHWH-‘èchad formula: 26+13=39. 

Daniel 1    

                 
            

                     
                

        
                

                
                      

            
                        

               
                   

                  
               

                  
                  

                          
                  

Daniel: 1  1,11-13  13+27=40                       
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Daniel 2    

          
             

               
          

Nebuchadnezzar: 1  2,3  3+7=10                         

                       
Nebuchadnezzar: 2  2,5-6   4+28=32                                                         

                      
                    

         
             

Nebuchadnezzar: 3  2,8-9 3+42=45                                    
             

           
                     

               
                     

               
              

                   
                

              
         

                  
Daniel: 2  2,15a  6+7=13                                  

                   
                      

      
                  

                         
        

Daniel: 3  2,19b-23  8+59=67                        
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Daniel: 4  2,24b  4+10=14                           

           
                    

               
Nebuchadnezzar: 4  2,26  7+7=14                      

           
Daniel: 5  2,27-45  5+353=358                  
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Nebuchadnezzar: 5  2,47  4+16=20                    

                    
           

                    
         

                    
Daniel 3    

                       
              

                           
               

               
                  

                       
The king’s herald:  3+38=41                                  

           
                

           
                       

                
                  

                  
             

                   
             

                
                

                  
                        

                    
             

                      
Nebuchadnezzar: 6  3,14-15  4+55=59                       

              
                  

               
                   

             
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego:  3,16-18  8+40=48                           
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Nebuchadnezzar: 7  3,24b  3+7=10                                   

        
Nebuchadnezzar: 8  3,25  2+19=21                                                           

                  
Nebuchadnezzar: 9  3,26a  9+10=19                                            

                     
              

                       
                        

      
Nebuchadnezzar: 10  3,28-29  3+63=66                                     

                  
                 

         
                       

                       
               

             

Nebuchadnezzar: 11  3,31-4,15  0+272=272 (16x17)                   
        

                    
             

              
Daniel 4    
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Nebuchadnezzar: 12  4,16b  3+5=8                                              
Beltshazzar/Daniel: 6  4,16b-24  3+157=160                   
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Nebuchadnezzar: 13  4,27  3+14=17                                             
            

A voice from heaven: 4,28aβ-29  8+35=43                      
                

                          
                      

        
                    

            
Nebuchadnezzar: 14  4,31-34  0+85=85 (5x17)                 

                      
                  

                    
               

                 
                 

                 
               

          
Daniel 5    

                
                

                      
                 

                   
                    

                  
                 

                  
                   

                    
Belshazzar 1  5,7b  5+19=24                             

                      
                        

                         
              

Belshazzar’s wife 2  5,10b-12  3+63=66                         
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Belshazzar 3  5,13-16  9+69=78 (3x26)                    

                       
                   

                   
                  

        
                   

      
Daniel: 7  5,17-28  6+191=197                                                              

         
           

                       
                         

                      
                     

         
                 

                          
               

                        
            

             
                      

                
                 

       
                 

           
                

     
              

                        
          

          
Daniel 6    
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Darius 1  6,13b  3+8=11                               

       
           

                  
                

                  
              

                       
                  

Darius 2  6,17b  4+8=12                     
             

               
                    

               
Darius 3  6,21b  4+14=18                     

                         
Daniel: 8  6,22-23  5+24=29                                       
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Darius 4  6,26-28  12+44=56                                         

          
                        

                
              

                 
              

               
Daniel 7    

                          
            

Daniel: 9  7,1-28  21+471=492                                             
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One who stood there:  7,16-18   16+22=38                   
                     

                   
                     

                   
                  

                 
                

                         
                 

                     
One who stood there:  7,23-27   2+79=81                                                                            

              
            

               
                 

              
      

        
             

                
      

               
                          

     
Daniel’s account of his visions: Chapters 8-12             Daniel 8    

Daniel: 10  8-12 (except 10,1:  22 w.)  0+1953=1953                        
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A holy one speaks to another holy one:  8,13  9+10=19                         
                   

The other holy one answers:  8,14  2+8=10                              
                    

Daniel hears a Man’s voice:  8,16 7+5=12                                                                     
          

Gabriel speaks to Daniel:  8,17  10+7=17                  
            

Gabriel speaks to Daniel:  8,18-26  12+92=104                     
                  

            
         

                   
         

           
        

         
               

        
         

         
              

                   
          

                  
          

Daniel’s account of his visions:         Daniel 9    
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Daniel cites his words spoken before God:  9,4-19   5+268=273          

                               
                       

                             
       

             
                    

                       
               

               
                            

                    
                              

                 
                      

                 
                      

                          
                            

                      
                  

                  
              

                           
        

                           
                      

                  
               

                     
                 

                        
            

Gabriel speaks to Daniel:  9,22-27 4+105=109               
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Daniel’s account of his visions:              Daniel 10    

                     
Not spoken by Daniel:  10,1   22 words.                       

                
         

           
                     

                      
               

                      
              

                       
        

                       
           

          
                 

A Man clothed in linen speaks to Daniel: 10,10-11a 11+16=27              
                           

                    
A Man clothed in linen speaks to Daniel: 10,11b-14 9+53=62             

                           
                   

                       
              

        
             

                             
Daniel speaks to the Man:  10,16-17  7+27=34 (2x17)                     

                          
The Man speaks to Daniel: 10,18-19a 7+8=15                                                       

              
Daniel speaks to the Man:  1,19b  4+4=8                                       
The Man speaks to Daniel: 10,20-12,4 1+707=708                                                      
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Daniel’s account of his visions:             Daniel 11    
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Daniel’s account of his visions:          Daniel 12    

                            
                 

                
                  

                     
                  

                             
A Man speaks to the Man clothed in linen:  12,6  8+4=12                                   

    
Daniel hears the Man clothed in linen swear:  12,7  17+12=29                     

              
             

Daniel speaks to the Man:  1,19b  5+4=9                                             
The Man speaks to Daniel: 12,9-13 1+48=49                                  
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