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Wintering on different continents 
Effects on breeding parameters of Black-tailed Godwits 
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Breeding in the 
Netherlands 

Wintering  
Donaña 

Wintering 
W-Africa 

Black-tailed Godwits wintering in 
Doñana seem to have similar breeding 
parameters compared to godwits 
wintering 3000 km further south, in 
West Africa. 

 
• No difference in arrival date in their 

breeding area 
• Laying dates of Doñana winterers 

were 3 days later than those 
wintering in W-Africa 

• No difference in egg volume  
• No difference in nest success 

446 observations  
of 239 individuals 

174 observations  
of 91 individuals 

First resighting date in breeding area Laying date 

The fieldwork was funded by the FP7 Regpot project “ECOGENES: Adapting to Global Change in the 
Mediterranean hotspot: from genes to ecosystems” 2011-2013,  by ExpeER Ecosystem Research 2013-2014, 
‘Kenniskring Weidevogels’ of the former Dutch Ministry of Agriculture, Nature Management and Food 
Safety, and Provincie Fryslân. We thank all the volunteer bird observers and field assistants for helping 
collecting so much data, It Fryske Gea, Staatsbosbeheer and private landowners for allowing us on their 
land.  
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Egg volume 
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446 nests 173 nests 
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234 observations  
of 120 individuals 

79 observations  
of 40 individuals 

Methods: 
Since 2004 we have colour-ringed more than 9000 Black-tailed Godwits 
(Limosa limosa limosa). We have more than 75.000 resightings throughout 
the flyway. If an individual was seen at least once during the non-breeding 
period in West Africa, we classified it as a West Africa winterer. If an 
individual was seen in Doñana in Sept-Nov, we classified it to winter there 
(see Marquez et al. 2014). We assumed that they were faithful to their 
wintering location, which unpublished data on satellite tags and geolocators 
confirms. Breeding parameters were collected in 8500 ha field site in The 
Netherlands (see Groen et al. 2012 and Kentie et al. 2015 for more details).  
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N = 955 N = 331 

 Hypothesis: Godwits that winter in Doñana benefit from shorter migration distances, 
 which will be reflected in their breeding parameters 


