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In 2003, Drs. David Streiner and Geoff Norman announced in
this journal the Statistical Developments and Applications
Section.1 Over the past 15 years, there have been 36 articles
in this section, and an additional six have recently been pub-
lished in a special issue on mixture modeling (see Table 1).
As can be seen from Table 1, articles have been written about
diverse topics such as coefficient alpha, item response theory,
latent growth modeling, structural equation modeling, con-
struct validity, and many other topics. There were articles
written by the statistical editors in addition to solicited and
unsolicited papers.

Dr. Steven Reise recently stepped down as one of the statis-
tical editors and was succeeded by Drs. Michael Furr and Rob
Meijer; Dr. David Streiner will continue his work for this sec-
tion, and Dr. Daniel Sass serves as the statistical consultant
for the journal. The main aim of the section is still “to keep
researchers and clinicians informed about new statistical pro-
cedures, provide new knowledge about old procedures, and
illustrate ways in which statistical procedures have practical
applications in personality assessment research and practice”
(Streiner & Norman, 2003, p. 1). Indeed, as recently discussed
at a Consulting Editors’ meeting at the annual conference of
the Society for Personality Assessment (SPA), there is a grow-
ing need for explaining new and old psychometric and statisti-
cal techniques to users of these methods in the personality and
clinical fields.

As editors, we see four main avenues for accomplishing this
important goal. First, we will write articles and ask topical
experts to make contributions. Second, we will gladly accept
for review unsolicited articles about relevant topics. Third, we
ask readers of the journal to tell us what types of topics they
would like to see discussed in this section. (We list below our
email addresses for your direct communications.) Fourth, we
are currently preparing a reference list that will be posted on

TABLE 1.—An overview of the articles published in the Statistical Develop-

ments and Applications section.

1. Streiner, D. L. (2003). Starting at the beginning: An introduction to
coefficient alpha and internal consistency. 80(1), 99–103.

2. Streiner, D. L. (2003). Being inconsistent about consistency: When
coefficient alpha does and doesn’t matter. 80(3), 217–222.

3. Reise, S. P., & Henson, J. M. (2003). A discussion of modern versus
traditional psychometrics as applied to personality assessment scales.
81(2), 93–103.

4. Streiner, D. L. (2003). Diagnosing tests: Using and misusing diagnostic
and screening tests. 81(3), 209–219.

5. Wise, E. A. (2004). Methods for analyzing psychotherapy outcomes: A
review of clinical significance, reliable change, and recommendations
for future directions. 82(1), 50–59.

—Streiner, D. L. (2004). Editorial: Measuring individual level change.
82(1), 48–49.

6. Hofstee, W. K. B., & Ten Berge, J. M. F. (2004). Personality in
proportion: A bipolar proportional scale for personality assessments
and its consequences for trait structure. 83(2), 120–127.

—McGrath, R. E. (2004). The making of meaning: Comments on
Hofstee and Ten Berge. 83(2), 128–130.

—Ozer, D. J. (2004). Personality out of proportion? 83(2), 131–135.
—Hofstee, W. K. B., & Ten Berge, J. M. F. (2004). Representing

assessments: Reply to McGrath and Ozer. 83(2), 136–140.
7. Sherry, A., & Henson, R. K. (2005). Conducting and interpreting

canonical correlation analysis in personality research: A user-friendly
primer. 84(1), 37–48.

8. Reise, S. P., Ventura, J., Nuechterlein, K. H., & Kim, K. H. (2005).
An illustration of multilevel factor analysis. 84(2), 126–136.

9. Reise, S. P., & Haviland, M. G. (2005). Item response theory and the
measurement of clinical change. 84(3), 228–238.

10. Byrne, B. M. (2005). Factor analytic models: Viewing the structure of an
assessment instrument from three perspectives. 85(1), 17–32.

11. McGrath, R. E. (2005). Conceptual complexity and construct validity.
85(2), 112–124.

12. Maraun, M. D., Slaney, K., & Jalava, J. (2005). Dual scaling for the
analysis of categorical data. 85(2), 209–217.

—Streiner, D. L. (2005). Editorial: Introduction to the article on “Dual
Scaling.” 85(2), 207–208.

13. Stansbury, J. P., Ried, L. D., & Velozo, C. A. (2006). Unidimensionality
and bandwidth in the Center for Epidemiologic Studies Depression
(CES–D) scale. 86(1), 10–22.

14. Steger, M. F. (2006). An illustration of issues in factor extraction and
identification of dimensionality in psychological assessment data.
86(3), 263–272.
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the SPA website that contains state-of-art discussions and
guidelines to implement and apply techniques most often used
in personality assessment. Any further recommendations and
suggestions about techniques that should be in this list are
welcome.

We look forward to providing a Statistical Developments
and Applications section that will be timely and informa-
tive, and we again encourage you—the readers of JPA—to
participate in this process. Please feel free to contact us at
r.r.meijer@rug.nl (Rob R. Meijer), streiner@mcmaster.ca
(David L. Streiner), furrrm@wfu.edu (R. Michael Furr),
and daniel.sass@utsa.edu (Daniel A. Sass).
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Note. The indented articles are comments on an earlier published article or editorials.
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