z egri sz6létermelés kezdetét nem is-

merjik. A Nagy-Eged hegy oldalaban ta-

lalt régészeti leletek 30 millié éves Osz-
sz6l6 emlékét 6rzik (Vitis Hungarica — Kozari,
2014). A honfoglalaskor mar talaltak itt széloket,
de a tudatos sz6l6- és bortermelés a Szent Ist-
van kiralyunk altal alapitott plispokség tevékeny-
ségének koszonhetden indult el. A XV. szazadig
szinte csak fehér sz6l6t termeltek. A torok ho-
ditas eldl menekiilé racok (szerbek) hoztak be
Egerbe is a Kadarka fajtat és vele egyitt a vo-
rosbor készités kulturajat (Sugar, 1981). Az egri
sz6l6- és bortermelés igazi viragkoraban, a XVI-
Il. szazadban a sz6l6 termohelyeit osztalyokba
soroltak. 1789-ben orszagosan nyolc osztalyba
soroltak a szél6ket, az egri sz6l6k az elsé hat-
ban voltak (Kozari, 2014). A vidéken mindig sok
szOlofajtat termeltek. A miivelés elsésorban ko-
paszra metszett fejmUvelés volt, majd ezt kovet-
te a bakmlvelés. A borvidék leghiresebb bora a
bikavér. Sugar (1981) 1851-re teszi a bikavér név
egri borhoz torténd csatolasat, melyet az 1851-
ben kiadott Magyar kozmondasok konyvébol
idézett:,,Bikavér (...) igy nevezik az erés veres bort,
példaul az egrit”. A viragkort hanyatlas kovette. A
filoxéra 1895-re szinte teljesen megsemmisitet-
te az orszag szdlSteriileteit. igy tortént ez Eger-
ben is (Kozari, 2014).A filoxéra vész utan az egri
sz0l6- és bortermelés fontossagat bizonyitandd
hoztak létre (1896) a vincellériskolaval kozosen
az Ampelologiai Intézet egri allomasat, amely a
késébbiekben kutatointézetként miikodve a re-
zisztencianemesités, a fajta értékkutatas, a ter-
mohely (dlil6k, a terroir) és a voros bor készitési
technologiai kutatasok egyik legfontosabb hazai
intézetévé valt.

A borvidék filoxéra vész utani torténelmét a
két vilaghaboru és a Trianoni békediktatum hata-
rozta meg leginkabb.A bortermelés az el6bb em-
litett okok miatt rendkiviil valtozatosan alakult.
A filoxéra vész utan telepitett direkt termé sz6-
|6fajtak nagyon lassan kertiltek ki a termelésbdl.
Az 1960-as évek végén kezdett elterjedni a kor-

VEGETATION

4.3. Grape and wine in the region

he beginnings of the viticulture in Eger are

not known. The archaeological findings on

the slopes of the Nagy-Eged hill guard the
relics of indigenous grapes of 30 million years
(Vitis Hungarica — Kozari, 2014). Grapes were
found here at the time of the Magyar Conquest
but conscious viticulture only started at the
time of the activities of the bishopric founded
by king St. Stephen. Until the |5th century only
white grapes were grown here. The Serbs fleeing
from areas occupied by the Ottomans brought
the Kadarka variety, and the culture of making
red wine, to Eger (Sugar, 1981). In the real hey-
day of viniculture and viticulture of Eger in the
I8th century, the areas of growing grapes were
classified. In 1789 the vineyards were classified
in eight categories nationwide, the vineyards of
Eger were in the top six classes (Kozari, 2014).
Always many varieties of grapes were grown in
the region. Cultivation was primarily bald pruned
head tillage followed by vine-stock cultivation.
The most famous wine of the region is the Bull’s
Blood. Sugar (1981) places the connection of the
name of Bull’'s Blood to the Eger wine to 1851
that he quoted from the Book of Hungarian Pro-
verbs published in 1851: “Bull’s blood (...) that
is what strong red wine is called, for example that
of Eger”. The boom was followed by decline. By
1895 the phylloxera nearly totally destroyed the
vineyards of the country. This is what happened
also in Eger (Kozari, 2014). After the phylloxera
epidemic, to prove the importance of the Eger
viticulture and wine making the Eger Station of
the Varietal Institution was founded (1896) joint-
ly with the winemaker school that later, operat-
ing as a research institution, became the most
important national institution in the fields of re-
sistance breeding, variety value research, terroir
and the technologies of making red wine.

The history of the wine region after the phyl-
loxera epidemic was defined primarily by the
two world wars and the peace treaty of Trianon.
For the reasons mentioned above wine pro-



donos szélémivelés, majd az egyes és a kettSs
fuggony (GDC) bevezetése hozta magaval a hek-
taronkénti tékeszam 10 000-rél 2700-ra csok-
kenését, a hozamok novelését 15-20 tonna/hek-
tarig és ez altal a bor minéségének csokkenését
is. A rendszervaltozas utan a minéségre torekvo
gazdak a tokeszamot 4 000-5 000 tSke/hektar
folé emelték. Elsésorban kozépmagas kordonon
és Guyot mivelésen termelték kivalo mindségi
boraikat. A legnagyobb valtozast az 1990-es
évektdl a mindségorientalt boraszatok tevékeny-
sége jelentette. Kozlillik a borvidék buszkeségé-
re 1995-ben Thummerer Vilmos,1998-ban Gal
Tibor, 2005-ben Vincze Béla és 2009-ben Lérincz
Gyorgy érdemelte ki,nyerte el az év bortermeléje
cimet.

Jelenleg 22 345 ha talalhato a borvidék termo-
helyi kataszterében (4.4. dbra). Ebbdl 18 431 ha
az |. osztalyba tartozik. Ezen a lehetséges fellile-
ten most 5 439 ha szdéloultetvény van telepitve
(EBHT, 2013). A borvidék legfontosabb klimati-
kus mutatoi 47 éves atlag alapjan: az évi kozép-
hémérséklet 10,65 °C, az évi csapadékmennyiség
592,6 mm, a napsitéses 6rak szama: 1964 ora.
Megjegyzend6 azonban, hogy az utobbi évtized-
ben felgyorsult klimavaltozasnak, felmelegedés-
nek koszonhetéen nemcsak az évi kozéphémér-
séklet emelkedett, hanem a szélsGséges idojarasi
események is gyakoribbak lettek, és a vart kedve-
z6 hatas mellett sok kart okoznak.

A borvidéken napjainkban 5 439 hektaron
termelnek szol6t (4.5. abra) az alabbi fajtacsz-
szetételben (EBHT, 2013): fehér sz6l6k — 2 052
ha (37,72%), kék sz6lék — 3 387 ha (62,27%). A
legfontosabb fehérbort adoé szodléfajtak
az alabbiak: Leanyka, Olaszrizling, Harsleveld,
Chardonnay, Muscat Ottonel Zenit, Sauvignon,
Cserszegi flszeres, Kiralyleanyka. A legfonto-
sabb voros bort ado szélofajtak: a Kékfran-
kos, Cabernet sauvignon, Merlot, Cabernet franc,
Kékoportd, Blauburger, Pinot noir, Kadarka, Men-
oire.

Altalanossiagban elmondhaté az egri borokrol,
hogy izgalmas savakkal finom dsvanyossaggal és
hosszu izekkel birnak. A vorosborok viszonylag
kevés tannintartalommal rendelkeznek, elegan-
sak, hosszu ideig eltarthatok és nem oregednek
el. A borvidék alkalmas a konnyd, de hosszu izl
és a telt testes fehérborok termelésére is.

Vegetation

duction developed exceptionally diversely. The
directly producing grape varieties planted after
the phylloxera epidemic only got into the pro-
duction very slowly.At the end of the 1960s the
cordon viticulture started to spread then the
introduction of the simple and double curtain
(GDC) brought the decrease of the number of
vines per hectare from 10,000 to 2,700 and the
increase of yield up to 15-20 tons/hectares and
therefore the decline of the quality of the wine.
After the change of the political system the wine
producers, in pursuit of higher quality, increased
the number of vines to over 4,000-5,000 vines/
hectare. They produced their excellent quality
wine primarily on cordon and the Guyot culti-
vation. The greatest change was induced by the
activity of the quality oriented wineries from the
1990s. From them, to the pride of the wine re-
gion, the following producers earned, and further
deserved, the title Wine producer of the year:
in 1995 Vilmos Thummerer, in 1998 Tibor Gal, in
2005 BélaVincze and in 2009 Gyorgy Lérincz.

Presently there are 22,345 hectares in the
production area inventory of the wine region
(Figure 4.4.), including 18,431 hectares in the |st
class. On this available surface there are 5,439
hectares of vineyards planted, the mean tempe-
rature is 10.65 °C, the annual amount of rainfall
is 592.6 mm, and the number of sunshine hours
is 1964. It has to be noted though that due to
the accelerated climate change of the last de-
cades not only has the annual mean temperature
increased but also extreme meteorological ele-
ments has become more common and besides
the expected positive effects they also cause a
lot of damage.

Nowadays grape is grown on 5,439 hectares
in the wine region (Figure 4.5.) in the follow-
ing varietal combination: (EBHT, 2013): white
grapes — 2,052 ha (37.72%), blue grapes — 3,387
ha (62.27%). The most important varieties
resulting in white wine are the following:
Leanyka, Olaszrizling, Harslevelli, Chardonnay,
Muscat Ottonel Zenit, Sauvignon, Cserszegi
flszeres, Kiralyleanyka. The most important
grape varieties for red wine: Kékfrankos,
Cabernet sauvignon, Merlot, Cabernet franc,
Kékoporto, Blauburger, Pinot noir, Kadarka, Me-
noire.

About the Eger wines in general it can be said
that they contain exciting acids, fine minerality
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4.4. abra. Az Egri borvidék térképe (Forrds: EBHT, 2009) Figure 4.4. The map of the Eger wine region
(EBHT, 2009)




Stella)
Figure 4.5.Vineyards around Eger (photo by Stella Tarjani)

Emellett megtalalhatok a gazdag iz vilagy, a ma-
gyar atlagnal hosszabb élettartamu rozé borok
és siller borok is. A borok kozul kiemelkedik az
Egri Bikavér és az Egri Csillag.

A j6 Isten ritkdn adja meg azt a kegyelmet,
hogy egy borvidék mind két szinli borbdl na-
gyot tudjon alkotni. Egernek ez megadatott. A
sok szdlofajta és a dlilék sokszinl asvanyossa-
ga kinalta a lehetGséget a hazasitott voros bor,
az Egri Bikavér megalkotasara, ez az orokséglink
(4.6. dbra). A Bikavér meguijitasan faradozva az

I&parcellékkal (foté: Molek Addm Jozsef)

egri boraszok eljutottak az alkotasig. Az uj fehér
bor az Egri csillag, mely mélto parja a jo oreg Egri
Bikavérnek (Gal et al., 2014).

A fejlédés alapjat az Egri eredetvédelmi rend-
szer létrehozasa jelentette. Ennek Egerben je-
lentés hagyomanyai voltak. Az egriek mar a
18-20.szazadban is rendelkeztek hegyren-
dészeti szabalyokkal, melyeket a hegybirak

4.6. abra. A Nagy-Eged hegy nyugati hegylabi el6tere sz6-  Figure 4.6. Western foothill area of the Nagy-Eged hill

Vegetation

and long tastes. The red wines have relatively
low tannine content, they are elegant, keep for a
long time and do not age.The wine region is also
suitable to produce light white wine with a long
taste and body. Besides these there are also the
rich tasting rose and siller wines that will keep
longer than the Hungarian average. Outstanding
from all the wines are the Egri Bikavér (Bull’s
Blood) and the Egri Csillag (Star of Eger).

The good God rarely gives the blessing that a
wine region can produce something great from
both coloured wines. However it was given to
Eger. The many different varieties of grapes and
the multiple minerality of the slopes offer the
opportunity to create the married red wine, the
Egri Bikavér (Bull’s Blood of Eger), this is our he-
ritage (Figure 4.6.). Working on the regeneration
of the Bikavér, the wine producers of Eger got
down to creation.This new wine is the Egri Csil-
lag (Star of Eger) that is a worthy partner to the
good old Egri Bikavér (Gal et al., 2014).

The basis for development was the creation
of the system for protected origin of Eger. This
had significant tradition in Eger. The people of
Eger already had hill policy regulations in
the 18th-20th century that was enforced
by the so-called “hill judges’ who, by the
way, came under the jurisdiction of the

4
with vineyards (photo by Adam J6zsef Molek)

magistrate (Kozari, 2014). The motivations
for the creation of the system for protection of
origin of Eger were a study trip to France in
1991 and the word trade mark of EGERVIN “Egri
Bikavér” (attempted misuse). In 1993 the Asso-
ciation of the Eger Grape and Wine Producers
approved a professional recommendation re-
garding the production conditions for the Egri
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altal tartattak be, akik egyébként akkor
a magisztratus feliigyelete ala tartoztak
(Kozari, 2014). Az Egri eredetvédelmi rendszer
kialakitasanak motivacidja egy 1991. évi francia-
orszagi tanulmanyut és az EGERVIN Egri Bika-
vér szovédjegye (visszaélési probalkozasok) volt.
1993-ban az Egri Sz6l6 és Bortermeldk Egyesu-
lete szakmai ajanlast fogadott el az Egri Bikavér
termelés korilményeire. 1995-ben megalakultak
a hegykozségek. A Hegykozségi torvény jelen-
tette az elsé jogi hatteret a kozosen elfogadott
szabalyok alkalmazasanak kotelezévé tételére.
igy keriilt sor 1997-ben az Egri Bikavér, majd
a Debrdéi Harslevell Szabalyzatok elfogadasara.
Egri kezdeményezésre 200l-ben megalkotas-
ra kerilt a védett eredetl bor fogalma és be-
kerilt a bortorvénybe. A 2002. évi szabalyzat-
modositasok utan Magyarorszagon elséként
megsziletett eredetvédelmi jogszabaly, a FVM
130/2003.12.30. rendelet. Majd a termeldk
szandékainak megfeleléen minden Egri bor Vé-
dett Eredetli Borra valik (a klasszikus és a su-
perior szabalyozasi szint bevezetése minden
borra) (102/2009.08.05. FVM rendelet). Erre
alapozva EU-s eldGirasra elkészilt a termék-
leiras, megsziilettek a fejlesztési médo-
sitasok is (Grand Superior szabalyozasi szint,
Egri Csillag, mint onalld bortipus). Az Eger olta-
lom alatt all6 eredetmegjelolés termékleirasa a
www.egriborvidek.hu honlapon olvashaté.

Bikavér. In 1995 the so-called “mountain com-
munities” (“hegykozségek”) were formed. The
Act on the Mountain Communities was the first
legal support to make the rules that were com-
monly accepted, applicable as a must.

The result was the approval of the Regula-
tions for Egri Bikavér and the Debréi Harslevel(
in 1997. As an initiative from Eger in 2001 the
definition of wine with protected origin was des-
cribed and included into the Act on wine. After
the amendment of the regulations, as the first in
Hungary, the legislation on the protected
origin was implemented, that is the Mi-
nisterial Decree No 130/2003.(12.30.)
FVM. Later according to the intensions of the
producers all wines in Eger become Wine with
Protected Origin (classic and superior regulations
adopted for all wines) (Ministerial Decree

102/2009.(08.05.) FVM). Based on this and in
accordance with EU legislation the product des-
criptions and development amendments
were written (Grand Superior regulation level,
Egri Csillag, as an individual wine type). The des-
cription of the protection of origin of Eger can
be found on the web site www.egriborvidek.hu.

Sz616t6kék a Biikkaljan (fotd: Nagy Richdrd)

Vineyards in Biikk (photo by Richdrd Nagy)



