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Table 1. Reproductive data on female Moxostoma pisolabrum from the Black River at Black Rock, Lawrence County,
Arkansas. Specimens 1-3 were collected in February 2020 and specimens 4-11 were collected in February 2021.

Specimen no. TL (mm) Total wt g (lbs) Egg mass g (lbs) % of Total wt

1 400 648.6 (1.43) 86.2 (0.19) 13.3%
2 435 907.2 (2.0) 108.9 (0.24) 12.0%
3 464 1,215.6 (2.68) 158.3 (0.35) 13.0%
4 540 1,973.1 (4.35) 231.3 (0.51) 11.7%
5 490 1,274.6 (2.81) 131.5 (0.29) 10.3%
6 485 1,111.3 (2.45) 149.7 (0.33) 13.4%
7 415 707.6 (1.56) 90.7 (0.20) 12.8%
8 405 657.7 (1.45) 77.1 (0.17) 11.7%
9 454 830.1 (1.83) 108.9 (0.24) 13.1%
10 420 743.9 (1.64) 104.3 (0.23) 14.0%
11 505 1,510.5 (3.33) 136.1 (0.30) 9.0%

collected and weighed to the nearest 0.1 g on the same
scale. Voucher specimens were photographed.

Results and Discussion

All 11 female M. pisolabrum possessed large
yolked egg masses (Fig. 2) that ranged in weight from
77.1 to 231.3 g (Table 1). Egg mass accounted for 9 to
14% of body weight, with no apparent relationship to
length or weight of the females, though we note our
sample size was modest. At the same time, a single
tuberculate male M. pisolabrum (535 mm TL, 1,388 g)
was sexually mature and producing milt.

Although our sample size is modest, we suggest
that spawning of M. pisolabrum in northeastern
Arkansas may occur as early as late February.
Additional collections of M. pisolabrum in other parts
of the state are recommended to add to our knowledge
of the natural history of this fish.

Figure 2. Egg mass complement from Moxostoma pisolabrum.
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