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Learning communities in medical education have demonstrated favorable outcomes in terms of students’ .

learning, professional development, and wellness. Despite these strengths and the widespread adoption Corresponding author

of learning communities in US medical schools, there has been little interest in medical learning communities gzg]akrl‘[r:\er;n of Medical Education
in Korea. In this context, the present study examined the development and implementation of the Yonsei i

; . . . ) . Yonsei University College of Medicine,
Medical Learning Community (YMLC) and analyzed its outcomes and areas of improvement. The Yonsei 50-1 Yonsei-ro, Seodaemungu, Seoul

University College of Medicine has operated a learning community as part of the undergraduate medical 03722, Korea
education curriculum since 2014. The YMLC is the first program of its type in Korea. The overall structure Tel: +82-2-2228-2525
of the YMLC consists of four distinct communities (pillars), which are named after four distinguished alumni, Fax: +82-2-364-5450
and each pillar is organized into five learning community classes. Each class is vertically integrated across E-mail: anshinki@yuhs.ac

students in different medical school years, and one faculty advisor is matched to about 30 students. As https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9822-7961
the YMLC focuses on fostering reflective practice in students and providing them with opportunities to Received: A

. . . . , : August 11, 2021
bu.'l.d teamwork anq experience soc@l rela_tgd_ness, two educational approaches have been adopted: reflective 15t revised: September 23, 2021
writing and mentoring and community activities. In this study, we obtained and analyzed second-year students’ Accepted: October 8, 2021
feedback on the YMLC curriculum and identified its achievements, merits, and areas that need improvement.
The results have shown that over 75% and 60% of respondents reported satisfaction with reflective writing
and mentoring and community activities, respectively. The educational activities of the learning community
helped students regularly reflect on their learning and progress and establish close relationships with faculty
advisors. However, several areas of improvement regarding content, format, and logistical issues were also
identified. The present findings may provide valuable information for other institutions to develop learning
communities relevant to their own context.
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Tahle 1. Schedule of one-on-one mentoring between students and faculty advisor over 5 years
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Table 2. Demographic characteristics of student groups

ofatmgol o] shsgEA - sl o

Characteristic Group 1 (2015)" Group 2 (2016)" Group 3 (2017 Group 4 (2018)" Group 5 (2019)"
Response rate 110/118 193.2) 124/127 (97.6) 116/117 (99.1) 114/114 (100.0) 111/120 (92.5)
Gender
Male 71 (64.5) 89 (71.8) 86 (74.1) 77 (67.5) 77 (69.4)
Female 39 (35.5) 34 (27.4) 29 (25.0) 37 (32.5) 34 (30.6)
Not specified - 1(0.8) 110.9) - -
Entrance type
Undergraduate-entry 59 (53.6) 1 (65.3) 77 (66.4) 80 (70.2) 80 (72.1
Graduate-entry 51 (46.4) 41 (33.1) 35 (30.2) 34 (29.8) 33 (29.7)
Not specified - 2 (1.6) 413.4) - -

Values are presented as number (%), unless otherwise stated.

The numbers in parentheses represent the years when the survey was administered to second-year students.
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Figure 1. Distribution of second-year students’ survey responses over 5 years between 2015 and 2019. (A) Student responses regarding the benefits of reflective

writing and mentoring. (B) Student satisfaction with community activities. (C) Students’ agreement on whether they actively participated in community activities.
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Tahle 3. Outcomes and merits of the Yonsei Medical Learning Community and students’ needs over 5 years

Themes and subthemes No. (%)
Achievements and merits
Relationships
Close relationships with faculty advisors and receiving mentoring 31 (16.9)
Close relationships with peers 19 (10.4)
Learning
Improving oneself through regular, structured reflections on learning 20 (10.9)
Others
Various contents and activities 6 (3.3)
Satisfaction with medical school 110.5)
Needs
Reflective writing and mentoring
Scheduling issues including timing, frequency, and due dates 14 (7.7)
No flexibility in reflective writing 14 (7.7)
Little or too much focusing of faculty advisors on students’ academic performance 7 (3.8)
Insufficient guidelines and evaluation criteria for reflective writing 3 (1.6
Insufficient feedback 1 10.5)
Community activities
Mandatory attendance 12 (6.6)
Need for more diverse activities and contents focused on students' interests 10 (5.5)
Scheduling issues 71(3.8)
Different programs between LC pillars and classes 1 (0.5)
Relationships
More opportunities and institutional support to facilitate intra-LC class closeness 7(3.8)
Need for all-grade activities and relationships with students in other grades 6 (3.3)
Need for closer relationships with faculty advisors 6 (3.3)
Learning
Learning within and as an LC class needs to be more encouraged 12 (6.6)
Engagement
Little interest of students in community activities 2 (1.1)
More promotion of community activities 2 (1.1)
Others
More supervision needed for portfolio development 1(0.5)
Improvement of menus 1(0.5)

LC, learning community.
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