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Library Map of the World (LMW)

How can we advocate at the 
global, regional, and national 

levels without basic 
information about the 

number and state of libraries 
across the world?

This question prompted the 
development of the Library 

Map of the World (LMW). This 
started in 2017 as an initiative 
to collect and visualise basic 

library statistics, and to 
highlight how libraries are 

contributing to the UN 
Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs).
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Library Map of the World (LMW)
Glossary

METRICS
NUMBER OF LIBRARIES 

LIBRARIES WITH INTERNET ACCESS

FULL-TIME STAFF

VOLUNTEERS

REGISTERED USERS

PHYSICAL VISITS

PHYSICAL LOANS (BOOKS)

PHYSICAL LOANS 

(DOCUMENTS ON PHYSICAL CARRIER)

ELECTRONIC LOANS (EBOOKS)

ELECTRONIC LOANS (AUDIO BOOKS)

ELECTRONIC LOANS (DOWNLOADS)

LIBRARY TYPES
NATIONAL

ACADEMIC

PUBLIC

COMMUNITY

SCHOOL

OTHER

ORGANISATIONS
NATIONAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS

NATIONAL LIBRARY

POLICY MAKING INSTITUTIONS

LIBRARY SUPPORT ORGANISATIONS

POLICY & LEGISLATION
NATIONAL POLICY FOR LIBRARIES

LIBRARY LAW

LEGAL DEPOSIT LAW

COPYRIGHT LAW AND LIBRARY EXCEPTIONS 

AND LIMITATIONS



Library Map of the World (LMW)
Glossary

EDUCATION & EVENTS
Professional Qualification Requirements

Education

Professional Publications

Professional Events

CONTEXTUAL INDICATORS
Area (Sq. Km)

Population

Urban Population

Median Age

Inactive Youth

Age Dependancy Ratio

Poverty Rate

Inequality Index

Unemployment

Access To Electricity

Adult Literacy

Gdp Per Capita

Students Per Teacher

Education Spending

Research Spending

Ict Skills: Programming

Ict Skills: Creating Presentations

Ict Skills: Finding, Downloading, And 

Installing Software

Ict Skills: Transfering Files

Ict Skills: Sending Emails

Ict Skills: Using Copy Paste Tools

Ict Skills: Connecting And Installing 

Devices

Ict Skills: Using Basic Arithmetic In A 

Spreadsheet

Population Density

Age Dependancy Ratio, Youth

Age Dependancy Ratio, Elderly

Internet Gender Gap

Internet Users

Internet Users - Female

Internet Users - Male

Broadband Cost

Phone Subscription Cost

GEOGRAPHIES
Countries And Regions Used

The naming and listing of countries included in the 

Library Map of the World is based on definitions used 

by United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD). According 

to the UNSD Methodology on Standard country or area 

codes for statistical use (M49) there are 249 countries or 

areas in the world.

The assignment of countries or areas to specific regions 

is also based on United Nations definitions with the 

exception of the Americas. In the Library Map of the 

World, this has been split to list North America 

separately from Latin America and the Caribbean.

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/methodology/m49/
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/methodology/m49/overview/
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Library Map of the World (LMW) &  
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https://youtu.be/tYVYowknKUI


Library Map of the World (LMW) &  
Sustainability Development Goals (SDGs) 
Stories

Kosovo

No Stories Available



Library Map of the World (LMW) Sustainability 
Development Goals (SDGs) 
Stories

Now it's your turn, if your country doesn't have a 
SDGs story in LMW, what would you add?



Library Map of the World (LMW)
Current Situation

IFLA Regional Committees Formed 
(2021)

Europe Regional Committee 20 
Countries

Working Groups Formed 
(October – November 2021)

Subcommittees Formed 
(January 2022)

LMW Subcommittee Started to Update 
and Collect the LMW Data  (March 
2022)

LMW Subcommittee Started to 
Planning Training Activities About SDGs 
(April 2022)



Library Map of the World (LMW)
Future Plan

Europe Region Data Will be 
Updated at LMW

Its Planning to Contact with the 
Countries Where Information Has 
Not Yet Been Added

Two Webinars Planned to Create 
Awerness for SDGs and to Share 
Experience About Country 
Voluntery Reports

Turkey Data Will be Updated at 
LMW

A Working Group Will be Formed 
Under the UNAK to Study about 
the SDGs
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All images and data used in this presentation are taken from the IFLA, and Freepick websites


