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Open-Minded 

Cognition

(OMC)
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Two Approaches

Brain Stimulation
● tDCS to the Default Mode Network to 

enhance open-minded cognition

Educational best practices
● Diverse Group Discussion
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Year 1 Year 2



Pilot Data– Recall
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EQUIVALENT:

Remember a 
situation when 

you encountered 
a person or 

group of people 
who knew 

about as much 
as you did about 

a topic.

EXPERT: 

Remember a 
situation when 
you encountered a 
person or group of 
people who knew 
a lot less than 
you did about a 
topic.

Ottati et al. (2015).

tDCS



Pilot Data–expertise
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EASY TEST: 

Your 
performance 
on this 
political test 
was above 
average. 

HARD TEST: 

Your 
performance 

on this 
political test 

was below 
average.

Ottati et al. (2015).

tDCS



The Ethics of 

Enhancement
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Thank You!!

Dr. morrison

Psychology

Dr. Vukov

Philosophy

Dr. Burns

Biology


