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Zhou Dunyi’s Thought on Rites and Music

KAYAKI Toru

Zhou Dunyi (1017-1073) is a representative thinker of Northern Song Daoxue and
Neo-Confucianism in Song and Ming-times, who is one of the five Confucianists in the
Northern Song Dynasty. In general, when understanding Zhou Dunyi’s ideas, Zhu Xi’s
interpretation is often used as a clue. But, Zhu Xi’s interpretation does not necessarily
faithfully reflect Zhou Dunyi’s ideas that can be read from the original text. This is also
the case with Zhou Dunyi’s understanding of the most characteristic “ L5524 ” and “ %
F17 in Zhou Dunyi’s Rite-Music Thought. However, Zhu Xi’s interpretation of Zhou Dunyi’s
ideology from a metaphysical point of view can be highly evaluated as a reinforcement of
Zhou Dunyi’s ideology. Zhu Xi reinforces Zhou Dunyi’s ideology, which is why Zhou
Dunyi’s ideology has gained a pioneering position in Daoxue.
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