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El6sz6 — Foreword

Idén immar 12. alkalommal keriilt megrendezésre a Fiatal Romai Koros Kutatok Konferenciaja,
de az elhangzott el6adéasok irott (hagyomanyos, papir alapt) formaban torténé megjelenése
még sok esetben varat magara. Az elsd, 2006-ban tartott konferencia 6ta, melynek el6adasai
konyv formaban mar 2007-ben megjelentek, az utobbi idében az aktualis konferencia és a
kéziratok nyomdaba keriilése kozott igen hosszu id6 telt el. Ez tobb szempontbdl is hatranyos:
egyrészt elmarad az Gj kutatasi eredmények kozzététele, amik a technika gyors fejlédésének
koszonhetéen gyakran mar 1-2 év tavlatabol is elavultnak, tilhaladottnak szamitanak. Masrészt
csokkenhet a publikalasi kedv, ami a konferencian elhangzottak sztik korben maradasat vonja
maga utan, esetleg szinvonalcsokkenést is.

A 2006-ban indult kezdeményezés, miszerint a romai korral foglalkozo, kezdé kutatoknak
is szitkségiik van sajat forumra, bebizonyitotta, hogy életképes. Az elndki tisztséget betoltd
egyetemi oktatok, elismert szakemberek biztositjak a rendezvények szinvonalat, a ,fiatalok”
gyakorlatot szereznek az eléadasok készitése és prezentalasa valamint a publikalas terén is.
Eppen ezért is kifogasolhat6, hogy az elhangzottak nem ,napra készen” jelennek meg. Ezt
a ,hibat” igyeksziink most kikdszoriilni: jelen kotet nyomdaba keriilésével a FIROKONF-on
elhangzottak 2012-ig terjed6en (az I-VIL konferenciaig) nyomtatott verziéban is elérhetéek.
Célunk kivitelezéséhez hozzajarultak azok a kutatdk, akik ennyi év eltelte utan is biztak a
pozitiv végkifejletben és rendelkezésiinkre bocsatottak kézirataikat.

Remeéljiik, hogy a 2014 6ta tartott konferenciak szervezdi is optimistan allnak a manapsag mosto-
hagyerekként kezelt konyvkiadashoz és minél hamarabb megtalaljak a modjat a publikaciok
megjelentetésének.

A FiRKAK V. kotete két rendezvény eddig nem publikélt tanulmanyait adja kozre, emellett
szinesiti egy korabbi konferenciakotetb6l kimaradt kézirat, valamint Patay Pal Soproni Sandorra
emlékez6 rovid irasa, amivel Visegrad romai koranak jeles kutatoja el6tt szeretnénk tisztelegni.

Visegrad, 2018 aprilisaban

Boruzs Katalin
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Late Roman Graves in Dombovar

KATALIN BORUZS GEzA SzaBO

Hungarian National Museum Wosinsky Mor Museum

Matyas Kiraly Museum, Visegrad Szekszard

boruzskatalin@visegradmuzeum.hu kaladeaa@gmail.com
Abstract

There have been data about Late Roman graves or objects supposedly deriving from such graves in the area
of Dombévar since the end of the 19" c. However, the opportunity to document such finds found in a large
territory only opened up in 2007, in the excavation prior to the construction of the Tesco building. In our present
article we have undertaken the task to introduce altogether 23 graves including the ones discovered some years
later in the area of the Public cemetery in Ujdombévar. The types of the grave furniture and their execution
are similar to the finds in the cemeteries in Southern-Transdanubia, which can be dated at the second half
of the 4™ c. The jewels, clothes trimmings, coins for the last journey, vessels for food and drink, perhaps the
necessities for everyday life, were placed in the grave beside the dead. Two girls’ graves can be considered
the richest of the earth graves, besides money the deceased aged 9-17 had 11 grave goods — mainly jewels. A
brick-walled grave and a nearby horse-dog burial place are also special, they refer to the distinguished status of
the deceased. We consider that the graves described below were the family burial places of small, Late Roman

settlements grown in the vicinity of the present town.

Introduction

The first records of the archaeological features and finds in Dombévar go back to Floris Romer!
and Mo6r Wosinsky?. There have been data about Late Roman graves or objects supposedly
deriving from such graves in the territory of Dombévar since the end of the 19" c. - since the
clay-fields of the brick factories were opened and since the road and railway building began.
Unfortunately, the exact place and description of the finds have not always survived because of
the contemporary collecting customs. The collection of several data and objects is thanks to the
rescue excavations in the 1960s and 70s as well as to the establishers of the local archaeological
collections. They have provided the information that — among others — in 1926 a brick-lined
grave with a fish incised in one of the bricks was found on the playground in Kélcsey utca,
in 1968 in clay-field of the Brick factory I then in 1970 in VIIL utca as well the remains of
brick-lined graves were found.” Late Roman graves in a larger territory were disclosed in the
excavation prior to the construction of the Tesco building in the north-western part of the area.
Three years later, in 2010, when in the territory of the Ujdombévar public cemetery a canal was
being dug, a small glazed jar was found, which indicated that there was a burial site as well. In
our present article we have undertaken the task to introduce altogether 23 graves (Fig. 1).

1 SzaBO6 2010, 53. The present paper was translated by Erika Zoltan.
2 WOosINSKY 1896, II. 752-753.
3 ALBEKER 1978; SZOKE 1996, 29.

DissArcH Supplementum 1. 197-242. DOI: 10.17204/dissarch.suppl1.197
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Fig. 1. Roman graves in Dombovar.

Dombovar — Tesco

On the right bank of the Kiskondai Stream, fragments of pottery and bones came to light
during levelling for the supermarket to be built, to which Imre Bodd, local historian, called the
attention of the museum in Szekszard. After this, settlements and their cemeteries of several
periods were disclosed on 18.000 m? in six weeks during the rescue excavation parallel with
the construction.* Out of 528 finds 22 may have originated in the Late Roman Age, most of
them were simple earth graves. In one of them, the skeletons of a horse and a dog were found,
nearby there was a brick grave with another person later buried among its tampered roof
tiles. From the position of this part of the cemetery and the type of terrain it can be concluded
that the cemetery may have continued into the north-westward direction. Presumably some
graves were destroyed because of soil erosion and during earlier earthwork in the presently
excavated area as well.” No other finds or relics (e.g. sporadic coins, terra sigillata) from the
Roman times have come to light besides the graves in the area, as nothing was found in the
initial excavations on the eastern side of the Kiskondai Stream in 2009 (Fig. 2).°

4 More about the site: SzaB6 2007; Boruzs — SzaBo 2009a.

5 The description may refer to this site, in which Gyula Rosner wrote about brick graves in Tuskepuszta,
classifying them to the area of brick factory I (WMM Rég. Ad. 96-73).

6 Boruzs — SzaBO 2009b.
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Fig. 2. Excavated Tesco area with Roman graves.

Description of graves and objects’

Q39 (Plate I)

Regular rectangular shaped cist grave with vertical walls and a flat bottom (200x70, 120), with
the skeleton of a 60-75-year-old woman® with her head at the eastern end. The upper part of
the skeleton is destroyed: the skull is below the left shoulder, at the humerus. The spine is
particularly curved at the thoracic vertebrae. The left forearm rested near the left pelvis on the
thigh and the right forearm was placed on the chest. The legs were stretched, the feet tilted
outwards.

J1 Bronze coin (2008.3.39.4) — Urbs Roma, AE3. H: wolf suckling twins with 2 stars above.
Siscia, 334-335. ASIS-. RIC 240.° J2 Bronze coin (2008.3.39.3) — Constantinopolis, AE3. H:
Victoria. Thessalonica 330-3, 336-7. SMTSE. RIC 188, 230. J3 Bronze coin (2008.3.39.5) —
Constantius II, AE3. H: GLORIA EXERCITVS, 2 signums. Antiochia 330-3, 335. SMANZ. RIC
88. J4 Iron rod (2008.3.39.10) — Round in cross section, solid, one end is pointed. 21.8x0.8.

7 Abbreviations: Q = archaeological feature, J = find. The size of graves: length x width, depth measured after
the removal of topsoil, the size of vessels: height, diameters of the mouth and base in cm.

8 The anthropological estimates were given by Tamas Hajdu and Ildiké Pap, grateful thanks are due for their work.

9 Melinda Torbagyi identified the coins. We are thankful that she has ceded the right of the publication of her results.
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J5 Bowl (2008.3.39.8) — Cone-frustum-shaped with a slightly incurved, ringed rim. Its surface
is burned brown. 4, 17.2, 11.6. J6 Iron knife (2008.3.39.6) — Humpbacked, its handle joins
the blade in the middle, broken. 9.2x2.7. J7 Bronze bracelet (2008.3.39.1) — Twisted of 3
bronze threads with a hooked-looped clasp. 5.7x6.7x0.4. J8 Glass (2008.3.39.9) — Light green,
transparent, made of bubbly material, conic with evenly thin wall. Its rim slightly curves
outwards, is cut straight, polished. Its bottom is even. Unadorned. 9.8, 7.4, 2.6. J9 Bronze
bracelet (2008.3.39.2) — Made of round-cross sectioned wire, open with flattened tips. Grooved
at one end. Slightly deformed. 5.2x6.2x0.2.

Q40 (Plate I)

Big, rectangular grave (220x170, 100). The fragments of wood structure along the walls refer
either to the possibility that the grave was either timbered or the deceased was buried in a
large wooden coffin together with the grave goods. The grave contained the skeleton of a
30-50-year-old man(?) with the head at the eastern end. The thoracic bones, the right forearm
and the pelvis completely disintegrated. His left forearm was place on his stomach. The skull
was found completely crushed and squashed, so was the pottery.

J1 Bronze fibula (2008.3.40.29) — Big bulbs ending in tips, one of the tips broke down. Its bow
is decorated with diagonal grooving between two chased, beautifully curved lines along it. Its
catch-plate is trapezoid with chased points, 1 pair on its part near the bow and 2 pairs on its
end. In the middle of the catch-plate there are two parallel chased lines. Its pin has not been
found, it may have been made of iron. 8.2x4.6x2.8. J2 Bronze coin (2008.3.40.20) — Constantius
II, AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider. 355-361, M /, ? J3 3 Bronze coins (2008.3.40.2) —
Constantius II AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider. Siscia 351-355, E.: A /, H.: 1/, BSIS-S-.
RIC 346. (2008.3.40.3) — Constantius II, AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider. Siscia 351-361,
ASIS[. (2008.3.40.4) — Constantius II, AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider. 351-361,-S-/, ? J4
14 Bronze coins (2008.3.40. 5) — Constantius Gallus AE2. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider.
Siscia 351-354, E.: A /, H.: 1/, ASIS-S-. RIC 347. (2008.3.40.6) — Constantius II, AE3. H: FEL
TEMP REPARATIO, rider. Siscia 351-361, BSISz. RIC 352, 361. (2008.3.40.7) — Constantius II,
AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider. 351-361. (2008.3.40.8) — Constantius II, AE3. H: FEL
TEMP REPARATIO, rider. Siscia 351-361, ASISZ. RIC 352, 361. (2008.3.40.9) — Constantius II,
AE2. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider. Thessalonica 350-355, S /, TSA. RIC 185. (2008.3.40.10)
— Constantius II, AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider. Cyzicus 351-354, E.:E /, H.: SMKB.
RIC 100. (2008.3.40.11) — Constantius II, AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider. Siscia 351-361,
I'SI[. (2008.3.40.12) — Constantius II, AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider. Thessalonica
350-355, E /, (sm)TS. RIC 189. (2008.3.40.13) — Constantius II, AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO,
rider. Siscia 351-355, ASIS. RIC 350. (2008.3.40.14) — Julianus AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO,
rider. Siscia 355-361, M /, ]SIS[. cf. RIC 371, 374, etc. (2008.3.40.15) — Constantius II, AE3.
H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider. Sirmium 355-361, M /, BSIRM[. RIC 73, 77. (2008.3.40.16)
— Constantius II, AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider. Thessalonica 350-355, ? /, SMTS?
RIC 189, 192. (2008.3.40.17) — Constantius II, AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider. Siscia
355-361, M /, T'SIS[. (2008.3.40.18) — Julianus, AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider. Siscia
355-361, M /, |SIS, recoined. J5 3 Bronze coins (2008.3.40.21) — Constantius Gallus AE2. H:
FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider. 351-354. (2008.3.40.22) — Constantius Gallus AE2. H: FEL TEMP
REPARATIO, rider. Constantinople, 351-354,-S- / *, CON[. RIC 117. (2008.3.40.23) — Constantius
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II, AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider. Nicomedia 351-361,? /, SMN[. J6 Fragments of 3
three iron objects. Iron object (2008.3.40.26) — Round in cross section, narrowing towards
on end. Both ends are broken. 7.8x1.4. Iron knife (2008.3.40.27) - Fragment. Its handle joins
the blade in the middle. 8x3.1. Iron object (2008.3.40.28) — Curved sided, pierced small iron
fragment. 2.2x2. J7 Bowl (2008.3.40.24) — Its material is brick-red, with tawny glaze on the
inside and rim. Deep bowl with a rim horizontally everting, curved side, narrow base. 7, 22.4, 7.
J8 Jar (2008.3.40.25) — Its material is brick-red with greenish brown glaze on the outer side. Its
cylindrical neck is stretched, spindle-shaped and narrow with the rim widening and everting.
The unadorned strap handle is between the rim and the middle of the body. 28.5, 6.6, 7.2. J9
Bowl (2008.3.40.19) — Cone-frustum-shaped, with a slightly incurved, ringed rim. 4, 14.6, 10.4.

Q41 (Plate I)

Irregularly shaped grave (160x70, 25-30). In the grave the skeleton of a 5-6-year-old child was
found with the head at the eastern end. The head is tilted to the right shoulder, the left forearm
is placed on the stomach and the right arm is bent beside the right hip bone.

J1 Jar (2008.3.41.15) — The material tempered with sand is brick-red, well baked. The outside
has greenish brown glazing. The vessel had a profiled rim, narrow mouth, long cylindrical
neck, stretched spherical body and widening base. It may have had a handle but it broke down
together with the rim, the jar was found in the grave without them. 19.8, 2.8, 6. J2 Bowl -
(2008.3.41.1) Greyish brown cone-frustum-shaped bowl with an incurved rim, smoothed surface.
5.1,17.2,10.5. J3 Bronze coin (2008.3.41.2) — Valens AE3. H: SECVRITAS REIPVPLICAE. Siscia
367-375, *P / M, ]SISC. RIC 15b/17. J4 2 Bronze coins (2008.3.41.3) — Valentinianus I, AE3. H:
GLORIA ROMANORVM. Siscia 364-367,-T'SISC. RIC 5a/2. (2008.3.41.4) — Valentinianus I, AE3.
H: SECVRITAS REIPVPLICAE. Siscia 367-375, D /, *ASISC. RIC 15a/11. J5 8 Bronze coins
(2008.3.41.5) — Iovianus AE3. H: Vot/V/Mult/X. Siscia 363-364, BSIS. RIC 426. (2008.3.41.6) —
Valentinianus I, AE3. H: SECVRITAS REIPVPLICAE. Siscia 367-375, R /, -ASISC. RIC 15a/10.
(2008.3.41.7) — Valens AE3. H: SECVRITAS REIPVPLICAE. Siscia 364-367, |SISC. RIC 7b/1-4.
(2008.3.41.8) — Valens AE3. H: SECVRITAS REIPVPLICAE. Siscia 367-375, R /, -BSISC. RIC 15b/10.
(2008.3.41.9) — Valens AE3. H: GLORIA ROMANORVM. Siscia 367-375, / R, -BSISC. RIC 14b/10.
(2008.3.41.10) — Valens AE3. H: GLORIA ROMANORVM. Siscia 364-367, / A*, DBSISC. RIC 5b/7.
(2008.3.41.11) — Valens AE3. H: RESTITVTOR REIP. Thessalonica 364-367, TESA. RIC 17b/3.
(2008.3.41.12) — Valentinianus I, AE3. H: GLORIA ROMANORVM. Siscia 367-375, / D, |SISC. RIC
14a/11-12. J6 Bronze coin (2008.3.41.13) — Constantius II, AE4. H: SECVRITAS REIPVPLICAE.
355-361. J7 Bronze coin (2008.3.41.14) — Valens AE3. H: SECVRITAS REIPVPLICAE. Siscia
364-367, *A /, |SISC. RIC 7b/5-7.

Q54 (Plate III)

The exact size and form of the grave is not known. The skeleton of a 45-60-year-old woman
lay in it with the head at the eastern end. The skull tilted forward, the jaw fell on the cervical
vertebrae, the left arm was on the sacrum, the right arm lay above it on the lower lumbar
vertebrae. The legs were stretched, the feet tilted outwards. There were fragments of Celtic
vessels in the earth of the grave.

J1 Earring (2008.3.54.1) — Oval ring made of thin bronze wire, with a hooked-looped clasp.
2.1x1.9x0.1 J2 Earring (2008.3.54.2) — Fragment of oval, thin bronze wire, with a hooked-looped
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clasp. 1.8x1.6x0.1 J3 Vessel (2008.3.54.3) - Smoothed surface, with a small everting rim, rounded
shouldered, wide base. At the half part of the body there is a fragment of the start of the handle.
13, 12, 7.2. J4 Bronze coin (2008.3.54.4) — Valens AE3. H: SECVRITAS REIPVPLICAE. 364-378.

Fig. 3. Detalil of grave 56. Above the left wrist (8-9) coins put in a pouch(?) can be seen.

Q56 (Plate III, Fig. 3)

Rectangular grave with the end rounded (180x80, 100). In the grave the skeleton of a 9-11-year-
old child was found with the head at the eastern end. The skull is tilted to the left. The left arm
loosely placed beside the body, the hand where the femur and pelvis joined. The right forearm
was put on the stomach. Legs stretched.

J1 Earring (2008.3.56.17) - Ring made of thin silver wire, with a hooked-looped clasp. 1.8x1.9x0.17.
J2 Earring (2008.3.56.18) — Ring made of thin silver wire, with a hooked-looped clasp. 1.8x1.9x0.17.
J3 String of beads (2008.3.56.24-25) — Necklace of prismatic or melon-shaped glass-paste beads,
with a small clasp of bronze wire. (Unknown place.) J4 Mount (2008.3.56.30) — Round, concave-
headed, short mount or ornamental nail decorated with a chased circle. 1.2x0.6. J5 Bronze bracelet
(2008.3.56.19) — Regular ring-shaped open bracelet made of wire, round in cross section, its ends
are flattened and chased. 4.8x5x0.23. J6 Bronze bracelet (2008.3.56.1) — Regular ring-shaped open
bracelet made of wire, round in cross section, its ends are flattened and chased. 4.6x4.7, 0.2. J7
2 Bronze coins (2008.3.56.20) — Constantius II, AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider. 351-361.
(2008.3.56.21) — Constantius Gallus AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider, 351-354. J8 2 Bronze
coins (2008.3.56.28) — Constantius II, AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider. Siscia, 351-361, ASISZ.
RIC 352, 361. (2008.3.56.29) — Constantius II, AE4. H: SPES REIPVBLICAE, 355-361. Very worn,
fragmented. J9 13 Bronze coins (2008.3.56.4) — Constantius II, AE2. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO,
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rider. 348-355. E.: A /, H.: ? (2008.3.56.5) — Constantius II, AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider.
Siscia 355-361, M /, (sis)R-. (2008.3.56.6) — Iulianus AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider. Siscia
355-361, M /, ]SISD. RIC 374. (2008.3.56.7) — Iulianus AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider. Siscia
355-361, ASISZ. RIC 363. (2008.3.56.8) — Constantius II, AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider.
Siscia 351-361, ]SIS[.(2008.3.56.9) — Constantius II, AE3. H H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider. Siscia
355-361, M /, (si)SD. RIC 372. (2008.3.56.10) — Constantius II, AE4. H: SPES REIPVBLICAE. Siscia
355-361, JSIS-. RIC 393. (2008.3.56.11) — Constantius I, AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider.
355-361, M /, A[. (2008.3.56.12) — Julianus AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider. Thessalonica
355-361, M /, SMTSA. RIC 210. (2008.3.56.13) — Constantius II, AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider.
Sirmium 355-361, M /, -ASIRM.. RIC 75. (2008.3.56.14) — Constans AE4. H: GLORIA EXERCITVS, 1
signum, 337-340. E: DN CONSTA-NS PF AVG. (2008.3.56.15) — Constantius II, AE3. H: FEL TEMP
REPARATIO, rider. Sirmium 351-355, BSIRM. RIC 48. (2008.3.56.16) — Constans AE3. H: FEL TEMP
REPARATIO, phoenix. Siscia 348-350, I'SIS-. RIC 232. J10 Bronze bracelet (2008.3.56.23) — Made of
wide bronze sheet, closing with a clasp. Decoration: embossed berries, among them chased dots in
three vertical rows, along the edges engraved lines. 5.8x5.8x0.8. J11 Bone hairpin (2008.3.56.2) —
Spindle-shaped, decorated with woman’s bust, unimpaired. The bust is grooved like a fir-cone, the
face is damaged, its elaboration cannot be seen. The hairdo is represented with chased lines starting
from the edge of the face and running to the sides and upwards, on the back the lines crossed.
Lathed, carved. 9.4. J12 Bowl (2008.3.56.26) — Dark grey, glittering material, conical-frustum-shaped.
Rounded rim, smoothed surface. 4, 14, 9. J13 Iron rod (2008.3.56.27) — Round in cross section, solid,
one end is pointed. 22.4x0.8. J14 The base of a glass vessel (2008.3.56.3) — The fragment of the
rather thick, rounded base of a dark green, translucent object made of bubbly material. 3.1x2.2. J15
Bronze finger ring (2008.3.56.22) — Made of thin wire grooved on the edges. The ends do not fit
perfectly. 1.6x1.7x0.16.

Q57 (Plate IV, Fig. 4)

Rectangular, grave slightly narrowing downwards, with a flat bottom. (210x90, 15-25). In the
grave was the skeleton of a 35-40-year-old woman with her head at the eastern end. The arms
are bent: the left arm at a right angle with the hand on the right ribs. The right arm stretches
above the stomach onto the right hip bone.

J1 Bronze bracelet (2008.3.57.3) — Twisted from 3 wires, widening in the middle, with hooked-
looped clasp. The loop is broken, not found. At the loop end it is fastened with two clamps.
6.8x6.4, 0.7. J2 Bronze bracelet (2008.3.57.8) — Twisted from 4 wires, widening in the middle,
with hooked-looped clasp. At the loop end it is broken, incomplete. 6.7x6.2, 0.4. J3 Bronze
bracelet (2008.3.57.4) — Twisted from 4 wires, widening in the middle, with hooked-looped
clasp. At the loop end it is broken, incomplete. 7x6.4, 0.7. J4 Earring (2008.3.57.6) — Ring-
formed, made of thin bronze wire with a hooked-looped clasp. Slightly deformed. 1.6x1.7. J4
Earring (2008.3.57.7) — Ring-formed, made of thin bronze wire. It may have had a hooked-
looped clasp. It has a conical pendant made of bronze sheet. 2.8x1.5. J5 Iron rod (2008.3.57.5)
- Round in cross section, one end is pointed. 27x0.8. J6 Poultry bones. J7 Mug (2008.3.57.1) -
Narrow based, compressed spherical form, with wide mouth and ringed rim. Grey with small
burns in 2 places. With strap handle. 8, 8, 4. J8 Bowl (2008.3.57.2) — conical-frustum-shaped,
with rounded rim. Its surface is rather worn, may have been smoothed. 4.8, 13.6, 8.2.
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Fig. 4. Bracelets in grave 57.

Q58 (Plate IV)

Rectangular shaped grave (c 170x60, 100) with vertical walls and a flat bottom with the skeleton
of a 60-70-year-old man with his head at the eastern end. The head fell towards the left shoulder,
the feet are tilted outwards. The arms are bent at about a right angle, the left forearm is on
the line of navel, the right forearm is placed on the stomach on the pelvis. Fragments of Celtic
vessels and animal bones were found in the earth of the grave.

J1 Belt buckle (2008.3.58.6) — Oval iron buckle ring, the prong is pointed and goes over the
ring. Its body is bent from thin bronze sheet, the upper part is reversed D-shaped, the lower
one is smaller and square. It is fastened with two rivets, between the rivets and the prong it
is decorated with engraved lines. 4.4x2.9. J2 Belt end (2008.3.58.4) — Made of bronze sheet,
amphora-shaped. Decorated with a circle of dots in the middle, and 2 round holes and 2 bronze
rivets on the side where the strap is fastened. 4.5x1.9, 0.08. J3 Iron knife (2008.3.58.3) -
Single-edged knife, breaking at an obtuse angle in the back, its handle joins the blade in the
middle. 15x0.4. J4 Mug (2008.3.58.1) —Swung strap handle on the upper part. Grey, narrow
based, compressed spherical form, small everting rim, wide mouth. 10.3, 7.7, 4.1. J5 Bowl
(2008.3.58.2) — Narrow based, deep, with rounded shoulder and small everting rim. 7, 13.8,
5.8. J6 Awl (2008.3.58.5) — Iron object square in cross section, one end is pointed. 10x0.8. J7
Poultry bones.

Q59 (Plate V, Fig. 5)

Rectangular grave with the end rounded (250x80, 65), contained the skeleton of a 30-40-year-old
man of slight built with his head at the eastern end. The arms were lying bent on the chest. The

204



Late Roman Graves in Dombovar

skull is tilted to the right shoulder. The feet were probably moved and so only partly remained
as there may have been an animal borrow. A fragment of Celtic vessels was found in the earth
of the grave.

J1 Bronze fibula (2008.3.59.4) — Big, bulbs ending in tips, one of tips broke down. Its bow is
beautifully curved, decorated with diagonal grooving between two chased lines. Its catch-plate
is trapezoid with chased points, at its start 2 -2 and on its end 3-3 points in circles. Iron tongue.
9.5x4.8x3. J2 Mug (2008.3.59.1) — Swung handle, round in cross section. Material grey, granular
but well-levigated. Narrow base, compressed spherical form, small everting rim. 8.9, 8.6, 3.6. J3
Jug (2008.3.59.2) — Spout, wide cylindrical neck, stretched compressed spherical form, decorated
with two grooves on the shoulder. Brick-red material, the outside glazed greenish brown, stains
of the glazing on the bottom. 19.5, 7.4, 6.8. J4 Flint (2008.3.59.9) — grey flint, under vessel ]2 on
the bottom of the grave. 2x2.5. J5 Buckle (2008.3.59.3) — Kidney-shaped buckle ring from cast
trapezoid in cross section. The edge of the upper part of the plate fastening the strap is notched,
the lower is straight and smaller. Two bronze rivets hold them together. The prong has not
been found. The buckle ring narrows at the fixing plate, it is round in cross section. 3.1x3.6. J6
Iron object (2008.3.59.6) — Elongated, flat object. Narrower in one end and folded, widening
and curved in the other end. Perhaps it was a fire striker. 8.5x2. J7 Belt buckle (2008.3.59.5) —
Oval buckle ring, slightly compressed at the long side, with the fragment of the iron prong.
The end of the plate fixing the strap is wavy, the rivets are roughly hammered. 5.2x3.8.

Fig. 5. Irregularly placed fibula in grave 59.

Q62 (Plate V)

It may have been a rectangular grave, which has been destroyed almost completely. The level
of the grave may have been about 80 cm under the present ground-level. There was no skeleton
in the grave but in the middle a Roman jug was found with glass pieces broken extremely small
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around it. The fragments of a graphitic Celtic pot, other vessels, pieces of iron and a hardly
recognisable loom weight were found in the grave earth.

J1 Jug (2008.3.62.8) — Material brick-red, stained with brownish green glazing everywhere even on
the base. Small, has one handle. Narrow mouth, cylindrical neck, spherical body, widening base.
14.2, 3.4, 5. J2 Glass Its small pieces directly on the eastern side of jug J1 and partly under it.

Q83 (Plate VI-VII)

Horse-dog burial.’® The full-grown horse was almost folded and placed in the rectangular grave
(180x110, 120), on its left side, with the head at the southern end. The head was bent on the
spine, the legs pulled up. The remains of a large-sized dog tampered with a looter’s pit were
found at the rear legs (J6). The features show that the horse was half-harnessed when placed
in the grave: the snaffle bit was in the mouth but the saddle was put on later. The fragment of
a Roman brick was dug out ¢ 40 cm above the level of the horse skeleton (J5), too.

J1 Part of the pommel (2008.3.83.3) — Iron pieces dovetailed in each other. Above the left
ribs of the horse. 17x25. J2 Part of the saddle fitting (2008.3.83.1) — Object rectangular in
cross section, broken at one end, pointed at the other. Curved at about 1/3 of the pointed
end. 20x0.5x1. At the end of the right shoulder blade of the horse. J3 Part of the pommel
(2008.3.83.4) — Iron pieces dovetailed in each other under the spinous process above the left
shoulder blade. 17x24.5. J4 Snaffle bit (2008.3.83.2) — Between two iron rings of 9.5-10 cm in
diameter a 13-cm-long rod round in cross section. 31x10. J7 Fragment of buckle (2008.3.83.5)
— Oval buckle ring. The prong is semicircular in cross section, widening, the end is rounded.
5.9x4. Buckle (2008.3.83.6) — Oval buckle ring with prong. The buckle is longish, triangular and
ends in a rosette. 6x3x0.2. Fragment of a plate (2008.3.83.7) — Fragment of a iron band with
rounded end with the remains of two rivets. 3.7x1.8x0.2. Fragment of buckle (2008.3.83.8)
— D-shaped buckle ring with broken prong. 5.2x4.2. Buckle (2008.3.83.9) — Oval buckle ring
with prong. The buckle is longish, triangular and ends in a rosette. 7.2x3.3. Fragment of
buckle (2008.3.83.10) — Narrowing buckle with rounded end and broken buckle ring. 5.4x3.
Fitting (2008.3.83.11) — Riveted fragment. Widening at the rivet, the other part is L-shaped.
4x2.4. Iron object (2008.3.83.12) — Pointed ferrule on a small ring. 6x1.4. Fragment of buckle
(2008.3.83.13) — Fragment of a round buckle body. 3.5x1.3.

Q84 (Plate VII-VII, Fig. 6)

Tampered brick grave, the brick pieces found on the surface refer to this (Q11, Q89), round
grave patch, several fragments of tegulae scattered around at a depth of 30-40 cm from the
surface along the west side of the grave (J8, 9, 10) as well.

Q84]J1: a skeleton of a 25-35-year-old woman oriented north-south was found among the tegula
fragments. The arms of the dead with the head at the south end were beside the skeleton. The
head was leaned against the triangular raising at the southern end of the brick grave. No sign of
tampering was found on the skeleton; a row of Roman rimmed bricks was horizontally placed
20 cm lower. The skeleton was surrounded with brown humous filling mixed with yellow loess
lumps, it sharply contrasted with the yellowish part under it. No grave goods.

10 Grateful thanks to Marta Dar6czi-Szabd and Laszlé Bartosiewicz for the estimate of the animal skeletons.
More: DAROCZI-SZABO — BARTOSIEWICZ 2017.
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Q84]J2: The skeleton of a large-sized dog places on the south-western corner of the brick grave
on the rim of the grave. Its position suggests that even the top of the brick grave was intact.

0Q84J10: To construct a brick grave with an interior space of 195x65 cm, a larger pit was dug,
which was walled with tegula fragments placed with their straight side towards the inside of
the pit. The empty parts were either filled with smaller brick pieces (there was one piece of
limestone, too) or moulded them with mud. The eastern and western sides are 6 row high and
1 tegula wide, but filled with brick fragments. At the uppermost row, a rim of about 5-5 cm was
left for roof on both sides. The northern and southern ends were raised with 4 rows of bricks in
the width of half a tegula like a tympanum. The bottom was covered with 4 tegulae, their flanges
were broken off and that sides were put downwards. The sides began 5 cm higher than the bottom
and were 5 cm wider. Downwards the grave bricks are smaller and smaller and there are many
overburned and faulty. The grave sides were coated with 2-cm-thick chalky mortar at the grouting
and partly on the bottom. When the bricks were removed, it turned out that the the bricks were
“spared” from row 4 on the two shorter sides and the mortar was directly on the loess wall. The
original grave was disturbed. The skeleton of the 30-35-year-old rather strong, robust man (Q84J4)
lying stretched in supine position with the head at the southern end was completely ransacked,
except for his right shin, hip bone, the left hand and the left fibula.

Fig. 6. Grave 84 during the excavation.

J3 Spear (2008.3.84.4) — Big iron winged spear. Two small processes perpendicularly join the
lower part of the socket. Ribs run along the spearhead on the sides of the processes. L=35. J5
Axe (2008.3.84.5) — Haft-supported, straight-edged asymmetrical iron object with an oval haft
socket that has the remains of the wooden haft. 12.4, edge length=11.3, poll length=7.4. J6 Belt
tip (2008.3.84.1) — Silver, heart-shaped. It is closed with a double curve along two rivets at
the strap side. 3.4x2.4. J7 Belt buckle (2008.3.84.2) — Silver, D-shaped buckle ring and strap
fastening plate with three rivets. The prong is D in cross section, grooved in the front, its end
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a slightly bent. 4.3x3. J11 Glass (2008.3.84.3) — Uncoloured, transparent, high-quality, conic.
The rim is slightly inverted, cut, polished. Deep channelling under the rim, wide ground stripe
below it, shallow cut line decoration on the lower part. The base is flat. 16, 10, 3. J12 Folding
knife (2008.3.84.6) — one-bladed, triangular blade with oblique back. Its wide tang joins the
blade at an obtuse angle. 20.5x5.4.

Q463 (Plate IX) Disturbed grave, so its exact form and measurements cannot be recorded. The
grave contained the skeleton of a 7-8-year-old-child with the head at the eastern end. The
upper part of the body must have been removed by an excavator. Otherwise the skeleton is
was not touched but is in a rather bad condition, most of the smaller bones disintegrated.

J1 Mug (2008.3.463.2) — Small, grey, spherical, one-handled vessel with small slightly everting
rim, narrow based. 6.5, 5.5, 3.1. J2 Bowl (2008.3.463.8) — strongly fragmented, burnt reddish
brown, inverted rim. J3 4 bronze coins (2008.3.463.3) — Constantinus I, AE3. H: GLORIA
EXERCITVS, 2 signums. Heraclea 330-333, -SMHA.. RIC 121. (2008.3.463.4) — Constantinus
I, AE3. H: DN CONSTANTINI MAX AVG / VOT XX. Ticinum 322-325, u // ST. RIC 167.
(2008.3.463.5) — Constantinus I, AE3. H: GLORIA EXERCITVS, 2 signums. Aquileia 334-335,
AQS. RIC 118. (2008.3.463.6) — Constantinus I, AE3. H: GLORIA EXERCITVS, 2 signums.
Constantinopolis 333-335, CONST"-. RIC 73. J4 Iron knife (2008.3.463.7) — Fragment of small
thin blade. One-bladed, straight back. 8.3x1.8. J5 Mug (2008.3.463.1) — Grey vessel with
high-swung strap handle, wide base, bi-conical body, small everting rim. 11.5, 10.4, 5.4.

Q464 (Plate IX)

Grave with ravaged trunk and right thigh bone. The patch of the grave was invisible in the
loess. The the skeleton of a 30-50-year-old woman with her head at the eastern end was found
at a depth of about 50 cm from the cleaned topsoil. Down from the thigh bones it is unimpaired.
No grave goods remained at the upper part of the body.

J1 Bowl (2008.3.464.2) — Brown, with inverted, conical-frustum-shaped. 5.5, 18.2, 8. J2 2
bronze coins (2008.3.464.27.) — Constans AE4. H: VICTORIAE DD AVGG Q NN, 347-348.
Worn. (2008.3.464.28.) — from the 4" c., completely worn AE4. J3 Jar (2008.3.464.30) — Terra-
cotta material, with green glazing, which does not completely cover the outside but stains can
be found on the bottom as well. Profiled rim, long cylindrical neck, elongated oval body, wide
base. Its handle with finger support is between the rim and the widest part of the body. 27,
7.4, 8.4. J4 Mug (2008.3.464.1) — High-swung strap handle, narrow base, bi-conical form. Small
everting rim. The surface burned in spots. 9.4, 7, 3.9. J5 Iron knife (2008.3.464.29) — Short
curved edge, back bending at an obtuse angle. Its tang is broken, joins the blade in the middle.
9.8x2.8. J6 23 bronze coins (2008.3.464.3) — Constantius II, AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO,
rider. 351-361. (2008.3.464.4) - Constantius II, AE4. H: SPES REIPVBLICE. Siscia 355-361, ]JISN.
(2008.3.464.5) — Constantius II, AE4. H: SPES REIPVBLICE. Siscia 355-361, ASIS[. (2008.3.464.6) —
Constantinus-dyn. AE4. H: SPES REIPVBLICE, 355-361. (2008.3.464.7) — Constantius II, AE4. H:
SPES REIPVBLICE, 355-361. (2008.3.464.8) — Constantius II, AE4. H: SPES REIPVBLICE, 355-361.
(2008.3.464.9) — Divus Constantinus AE4, H: VN-MR, 347-348. (2008.3.464.10) — Constantius II,
AE4. H: SPES REIPVBLICE, 355-361. (2008.3.464.11) — Constantinus-dyn. AE3. H: FEL TEMP
REPARATIO, rider, 351-361. (2008.3.464.12) — Constantius II, AE4. H: SPES REIPVBLICE, 355-
361. (2008.3.464.13) — Constantius II, AE4. H: SPES REIPVBLICE, 355-361, 1 /. (2008.3.464.14)
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- 4-5%™ century, completely worn, bronze. (2008.3.464.15) — Constantinus-dyn. AE4, com-
pletely worn, 306-364. (2008.3.464.16) — Constantius II, AE4. H: SPES REIPVBLICE, 355-361.
(2008.3.464.17) — Constantinus-dyn. AE4. H: SPES REIPVBLICE, 355-361. (2008.3.464.18) -
Constantinus-dyn. AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider, 351-361. (2008.3.464.19) — Constan-
tius IT, AE3. H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider, 351-361. (2008.3.464.20) — Constantinus-dyn. AE4.
H: SPES REIPVBLICE, 355-361. (2008.3.464.21) — Constantius II, AE4. H: SPES REIPVBLICE,
355-361. (2008.3.464.22) — Constantinus II, AE4. H: GLORIA EXERCITVS, 1 signum. Nicomedia
336-337, SMNJ. RIC 200. (2008.3.464.23) — Valentinianus I, AE3. H: GLORIA ROMANORVM,
emperor with prisoner. Siscia 367-375, / D, *BSISC. RIC 14a/11. (2008.3.464.24) — Valentinianus
I AE3. H: SECVRITAS REIPVBLICAE. Aquileia or Siscia, 364-375, D /, ? (2008.3.464.25) —
Constans AE4. H: VICTORIAE DD AVGG Q NN, 347-348. (2008.3.464.26) — Constantius II, AE2.
H: FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider. Aquileia, 348-354, E.: N/, H.: -AQP. Fragmented.

Q465 (Plate V)

Most parts were taken by the excavator, only one part of the leg bones remained in the section.
Among them, the pieces of a glass vessel can be seen. The grave was obviously oriented east as
the other Late Roman graves. The grave patch cannot be seen anywhere in the loess.

J1 Glass vessel (2008.3.465.1) — Fragments of light green, translucent vessel made of bubbly
material. 3.7; 3; 2.6.

Q498 (Plate X, Fig. 7)

Long rectangular grave with the end rounded.
(270x80, 80) with the skeleton of a 40-50-year-
old woman stretches in supine position with her
head at the eastern end. The place of the bones
suggest that the deceased was placed in the grave
on some kind of platform or divan. The head
must have been on a cushion-like stand because
it is on a ¢ 20 cm higher level than the level of

the trunk. The right forearm lies on the stomach,
the left forearm on the inner side of the left hip
bone. The trunk and the legs are on about 20
cm higher position than the bottom of the grave
while the thigh-bone and the pelvis are directly
on the bottom. The right hand fell almost about
10 cm under the elbow, the feet are in the same
anatomical position but on in their place.

J1Beads (2008.3.498.2) — 4 pieces, bi-conical, dark
blue glass. 0.4x0.3. J2 Bracelet (2008.3.498.10)
Twisted of 3 bronze threads, hooked-looped clasp.
At the ends bronze plate fixes the threads. 7x6.6.
J3 Bone bracelet (2008.3.498.5) — Wide band
with a chased line along the middle. The ends
narrow, fixed with 2 bronze rivets. The curve

Fig. 7. Grave 498.
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suggests an object with a bigger diameter than that of a bracelet. Fragmented. Width=0.8.
J4 2 Bronze coins (2008.3.498.6) — Constantius II AE3. H: GLORIA EXERCITVS 2 signums.
Thessalonica 330-333, 335-336. SMTST. RIC 186, 200. (2008.3.498.7) — Constantius II AE3. H:
FEL TEMP REPARATIO, rider, 351-361. E.: A /. J5 Iron rod (2008.3.498.4) — Round in cross
section, solid, one end is pointed. 25.6x0.8. J6 Bronze coin (2008.3.498.8) — Constantinus I
AE3. H: GLORIA EXERCITVS 2 signums. Siscia 334-335, -ASIS-. RIC 235. J7 Bronze coin
(2008.3.498.9) — Constantinus I AE4. H: GLORIA EXERCITVS 1 signum. Siscia 337, ]SIS*. RIC
261. J8 Mug (2008.3.498.3) — Low, compressed spherical form. Narrow based, wide mouthed,
with a plain strap handle beginning at the small everted rim and joining the middle of the body.
14, 10.8, 4.8 J9 Bowl (2008.3.498.1) — Conical-frustum-shaped bowl with rounded rim. Shiny
black smoothed-surfaced and on the bottom with 4 burnished lines crossing each other in star
form and incised lines. 4.5, 16.8, 11.2.

Q501 (Plate XI)

Regular rectangular shaped grave (250x100, 100), with vertical walls and a flat bottom, with
light brown humous filling. In the grave the skeleton of a 45-55-year-old woman was found
with her head at the eastern end. Both of her forearms were bent to the trunk so that the right
hand was on the left hip bone, the left hand on the right one among the ribs. There was an
oxide spot (J4) above the left collar bone.

J1 Bronze coin (2008.3.501.1) — Galerius Maximianus, follis. H: GENIO AVGUSTI. Nicomedia
308-310, SMNA. RIC 54a. In good condition. J2 Bronze coin (2008.3.501.2) - Maximianus
Herculius, follis. H: Sacra Moneta, Ticinum 304-305, / *, ]T. RIC 47b. In good condition. J3
Fibula (2008.3.501.8) — Open, bronze ring fibula. Made of a band rectangular in cross section,
the ends are flattened, coiled. Tongue was not found. 3x2.8. J4 Oxide spot, not individual
grave furniture, belongs to J3. J5 Bracelet (2008.3.501.6) — Slightly oval bone ring, ends are
narrowed, bent on each other. Joined with bronze rivets. 6x5.8. J6 Bracelet (2008.3.501.5) —
Closed bronze ring, about D in cross section. On one part trace of wearing. 6x5.6. J7 Fragment
of bracelet (2008.3.501.7) — Slightly oval bone ring, ends are narrowed, bent on each other.
Joined with bronze rivets. 6.1x5.1. J8 Glass (2008.3.501.10) — Light green, translucent, strongly
bubbly material, slightly deformed, conical body. Upward rim thickened, fire rounding rim.
Base narrow, flat. Unadorned. 13.1, 7.8, 1.6. J9 3 bronze coins (2008.3.501.3) — Valentinianus I,
AE3. H: SECVRITAS REIPVBLICAE, with Victoria festoon. Siscia 364-367, -ASISC. RIC 7a/2.
(2008.3.501.4) — Gratianus AE3. H: GLORIA ROMANORVM, emperor with prisoner. Siscia
367-375, S / D¥, (sisc). RIC 14¢/14. (2008.3.501.9) — Constantius II, AE4. H: SPES REIPVBLICE
type. 355-361. Broken.

Q502 (Plate X1, Fig. 8)

Regular grave with vertical walls and a flat bottom, its spot was invisible so it exact mea-
surements cannot be stated (c 200X60, 110). In the grave lay the skeleton of a rather small
50-60-year-old man with her head at the eastern end. The head is tilted on the breastbone, the
chin is on the breastbone as if the skull had been supported with something. The arms are bent,
the hand are on the line of the spine. The left arm is laying about 10 cm higher than the middle
of the breast as if there had been something under it.
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J1 8 bronze coins (2008.3.502.4) — Constantinus-
dyn. AE4. H: SPES REIPVBLICE. Aquileia, 355-
361, JAQP[. (2008.3.502.5) — Iulianus AE4. H:
SPES REIPVBLICE, 355-361, E /, ?. (2008.3.502.6)
— Tulianus AE4. H: SPES REIPVBLICE, 355-361,
S/, ? (2008.3.502.7) — Constantius II, AE4. H:
SPES REIPVBLICE. Aquileia 355-361, AQS. RIC
235. (2008.3.502.8) — Constantius II, AE4. H: SPES
REIPVBLICE. Sirmium 355-361, ]SIRM. RIC 80.
(2008.3.502.9) — Constantius II, AE4. H: SPES
REIPVBLICE. Cyzicus 355-361, SMKS. RIC 117.
(2008.3.502.10) — Constantius II, AE4. H: SPES
REIPVBLICE, 355-361. (2008.3.502.11) — Constan-
tius II, AE4. 337-361. Rather worn. J2 Bronze
coin (2008.3.502.3) — Constantius II, AE4. H: SPES
REIPVBLICE. Siscia 355-361, - / -, BS[. RIC 405-
406. J3 Iron knife (2008.3.502.13) — Short curved
blade, back bending at an obtuse angle. Its long
tang joins the blade in the middle. 12x2.3. J4 Mug
(2008.3.502.1) — Small, pear-shaped, with slightly
everting rim. The handle broke with a part of the
Fig. 8. Grave 502. rim, not found. 10, 6, 4.2. J5 Vessel (2008.3.502.2)
— Jar-like. Wide base, conical body, wide, cylin-

drical neck, a bit everting rim. The hight-swung strap handle begins at the rim and joins the
body in the middle. Smooth surfaces on the neck vertically, on the shoulder horizontally, on
the lower part vertically. 15.5, 8, 6.8. J6 Glass (2008.3.502.12) — Light green, good quality,
transparent, conical body. Slightly everting rim, a bit thickened, fire rounding rim. Base narrow,
flat somewhat pressed. Unadorned. 13.2, 8.4, 2. J7 Poultry bones.

Q503 (Plate XII-XIII, Fig. 9)

Rectangular, regular grave, well outlined on the surface, with vertical walls and a flat bottom
(250x120, 130). In the grave, the skeleton of a 15-17-year-old person was found stretched, with the
head at the eastern end. The head and the left part of the trunk were tampered. The right forearm
was placed on the pelvis. The left forearm and the hand are between the thigh-bone and the hip
bone on the inner side of the thigh-bone. The two legs are stretched, the feet tilted outwards.

J1 Bracelet (2008.3.503.10) — Twisted of 3 bronze threads with an oval hooked-looped clasp.
5.8x5.4. J2 Bracelet (2008.3.503.11) — Made of thin bronze plate, with a hooked-looped clasp.
Decorated with chased wavy lining. 4.9x5.4x0.4. J3 Bracelet (2008.3.503.9) - Round-ringed
bone bracelet, round in cross section, obliquely grooved on the outside. The ends are narrowed,
bent on each other fixed with bronze rivets. 6.8x6.8. J4 Bracelet (2008.3.503.17) — Hooked-
looped clasp. Made of 3 bronze threads, decorated with dark blue polyhedral glass beads. 6.2x6.2.
J5 Finger ring (2008.3.503.8) — Bronze ring, round in cross section, widening oval at the head.
Decorated with chased lines crossing each other. 2x2.4. J6 Tiny amorphous iron pieces (4). J7
Iron rod (2008.3.503.16) — Round in cross section, solid, one end is pointed. 27x0.9. J8 Bronze
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coin (2008.3.503.13) — Constantius II AE4. H: GLORIA EXERCITVS, 1 signum. Siscia, 335-336,
I'SIS. RIC 254. J9 Bowl (2008.3.503.2) — Conical-frustum-shaped, incurved, with downcurved
rim. 3.7, 13.4, 7.5. J10 Jar (2008.3.503.7) — Grey, pear-shaped, narrow-based, flared and ribbed
neck, everted rim. The handle begins at the rim and joins the body in the middles. 25, 7.6, 6.
J11 Mug (2008.3.503.1) — Narrow-based, spherical body, wide mouthed. The rim is everted,
the slightly swung strap handle begins here. 12.5, 9.5, 5.4. J12 Iron knife (2008.3.503.18) —
The long tang joins the short, humpbacked blade in the middle. 17.5. J13 Poultry bones. J14
Necklace (2008.3.503.3-6) — Consists of 24 blue, 2 green, 4 light brown bi-conical, 70 small
and 12 medium-sized spherical, 1 double spherical gold-foiled, 1 big, hexagonal, brick-shaped,
prismatic and 5 smaller hexagonal prism-shaped glass beads. J15 Bronze coin (2008.3.503.12)
— Constantinus I, AE3. H: GLORIA EXERCITVS, 2 signums. Antiochia, 335, SMANA. RIC
86. J16 2 bronze coins (2008.3.503.14) — Constantinus II, AE3. H: GLORIA EXERCITVS, 2
signums. Cyzicus 331, 333-4. SMKI". RIC 81. (2008.3.503.15) — Constantinus-dyn. AE4. H:
GLORIA EXERCITVS, 1 signum. Nicomedia 337-340, SMN[.RIC 6, 10. J17 Green oxidised metal
threads, perhaps decoration of textile. From the area of the ribs.

Fig. 9. Grave 503.

Q507 (Plate XIII)

Regular trapezoid grave widening at the head (200x45-60, 12) with the skeleton of a 40-50-year-
old man lying stretched in supine position with her head at the eastern end. The head is tilted
towards the left shoulder, the upper arm stretched beside the body, the left forearm placed
on the stomach, the right forearm to the pelvis. The legs are stretched, the left foot tilted to
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the left, the right foot fell on it. The red colouration found under the left shin can be seen in
several places under the bones around the trunk. The fragments of Celtic pottery and some
animal bones as well were found in the grave earth.

J1 Glass object — Perhaps the small fragments of a base-ringed glass. J2 Fibula (2008.3.507.3)
— Open iron ring fibula. The ends are flattened, coiled, square in cross section. The stem and
the tip of the tongue rusted on the ring, the other parts were nor found. 5.2x4.8. J3 Belt buckle
(2008.3.507.2) — Oval, bronze buckle ring with bent prong. The strap fastening is square with
notched edge and 2 rivets. The lower part is smaller. 4.4x2.4. J4 Belt tip (2008.3.507.1) — Amphora-
shaped, bronze, decorated with chased concentric circles in the middle. The strap fastening is
double curved, two rivets. 3.8x3.5. J5 Iron knife (2008.3.507.4) — Wide, short-bladed, one-edged,
the back is curved. The tang is joined to the blade in the middle. 14x4.8.

Q517 (Plate XIII)

The skeletons 517 and 518 must have been buried in a shared grave as the features show. In grave
Q517 an 18-20-year-old woman(?) lay, irregularly compared to the other burials, with the head at
the southern end. The head must have been disturbed during soil cultivation, only the lower jaw
and a part of the upper jaw were found above the collar bone at the left shoulder. The whole left
arm stretched beside the body, the right arm was bent, the hand was on the stomach. The legs
were stretched, the feet lay over the shin bones. No grave furniture was found.

Q 518 (Plate XIII)

As the features show, this is the grave of 9-11-year-old child buried with Q517 in the same
grave. The child lay with the head at the southern end directly on the left side of skeleton Q517,
stretched parallel with it. Both arms were bent, the right hand was placed at the pubic bone,
the left hand on the stomach. The legs are stretched, the bones of the feet were not found, they
probably crumbled.

J1 Ring (2008.3.518.3) — Round in cross section, closed bronze ring with traces of wear. D=3.7,
0.3. J2 Fibula (2008.3.518.2) — Open iron ring fibula. Square in cross section, the ends are
broken, the tongue is intact. 4.4. J3 Ring (2008.3.518.4) — Square in cross section, closed circle.
Maybe silver-gilt bronze? D=2.1, 0.3. J4 Mount (2008.3.518.1) — Round, with protruding circular
central part, place of an ornament or inlay. Two lugs are needed to fasten it. 2.6x2.6x0.9.

Q520 (Plate XIV)

Rectangular grave with vertical walls and a flat bottom (250x100, 40), light brown humous filling
with dark brown spots, with the skeleton of a 30-35-year-old man lying stretched in supine
position with her head at the eastern end. The head is tilted towards the right shoulder, the whole
trunk is compressed as if it had been wrapped in textile. The upper arms partly cover the ribs,
the right forearm is bent to the left shoulder, the left forearm under the right elbow. The legs are
stretched, the right foot is tilted. In spite of the large size, the grave is poor in grave goods.

J1 Fibula (2008.3.520.2) — Ornamented with big bulbs, with dotted circles on the catch-plate.
(Unknown place). J2 Piece of marble (2008.3.520.1) — Thin, angular marble slab. The sides
are smooth, polished. On one side there are thin rust lines crossing each other. 3.6x5.4x0.9.
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Q522 (Plate XIV)

Rectangular grave with the ends rounded (160x60, 30) with the skeleton of a 3-5-year-old child
in supine position. The head is tilted towards the right shoulder, the left arm is bent, the hand
rests on the right shoulder. The right arm is slightly bent, the digital bones end at the right hip
bone. The legs are stretched, the bones of the feet were not found. The bones are in a very bad
condition, most of them disintegrates. The poultry bones are on the area between the bent left
forearm and the right shoulder, so this shows that the grave goods must have been placed here.

J1 Bronze coin (2008.3.522.1) — Crispus, AE3. H: CAESARVUM NOSTRORVM / VOT / X.
Siscia, 321-324, ASIS sun. RIC 181. J2 Bronze coin (2008.3.522.2) — I. Constantinus, AE3. H:
PROVIDENTIAE AVGG, gate of the camp. Nicomedia, 328-329, SMNT'. RIC 153. J3 Iron knife
(2008.3.522.3) - Short bladed, single-edged knife with curved back. The tang joins the blade in
the middle, broken. 8.5x2.1. J4 Iron tool (2008.3.522.5) — Both ends narrowed, rectangular
in cross section. Drill or drill bit? 8.8x0.8. J5 Vessel (2008.3.522.6) — Wide-mouthed, round-
shouldered, wide-based vessel with everting rim. 13.6, 11.6, 5. J6 Finger ring (2008.3.522.4) —
Round rimmed bezel soldered to a ring made of bronze wire, round in cross section. Remains
of glass-paste inlay. 2.3x2.

Dombévar-Ujdombévar, Public Cemetery

In the area of the Ujdombévar Public Cemetery, the fragments of a small bowl and a glazed jar
were found in the ditch dug beside the pit of a water meter on 10 March 2010. Imre Topa, site
manager reported this to the museum. During the rescue excavation, a burial site was found,
similar to the earth graves introduced above.!! No other grave came to light in the line of the ditch.

Description of the grave and objects
Q1 (Plate XV)

Rectangular grave with the corners rounded (110x60, 100-110). A thin person lying stretched
in supine position was buried with the head at the eastern end. The skull, the left forearm and
the legs were disturbed. The bent arms were found further from the ribs. The lower parts of
the legs were badly stirred, the feet and shin bones were not found. The jar was found in this
area and so was the small bowl handed over to the Collection of Local History by the person
reporting the finds later.

J1 Jar Glazed jar with one handle, with brownish yellow glaze stains on the surface. Steep-
sided, round-shouldered small vessel narrowing at the base. With cylindrical neck, profiled rim.
Handle not found. 17.5, 2.7, 4.5. J2, J4 Finger rings. Unadorned bronze wedding rings round
in cross section on the ring finger of the left hand. The ends bend on each other. 2.1x2.1x0.2. J3
Bracelet Made of bronze, open, decorated with stylized snake heads in the ends. 6.4x6.1x0.3
J5 Bowl Grey, conical-frustum-shaped, with inverted rim, smooth surface. 3.7, 12.7, 9.2.

11 Boruzs - SzaBo 2010.

214



Late Roman Graves in Dombovar

The assessment of the burials

The objects of the grave furniture and their execution are similar to the those found in the
already-know Late-Roman cemeteries of South-Transdanubia. The jewels, fittings of clothes,
coins for the journey, vessels for food and drink, sometimes small necessaries of everyday
life, tools, devices were also buried with the dead. Though the graves at Kiskondai Stream (22
graves, with 24 burials!) and in Ujdombovar (1 grave) are introduced together as they belong
to the same age and the burial customs are similar, they are not parts of the same cemetery.

Grave forms and orientation

Out of 23 graves 20 are east-west oriented, rectangular, simple earth graves. Though several were
disturbed in later times, the burial customs of the Roman age can be observed very well. The
dead were buried lying in supine position with the head at the eastern end, arms stretched beside
the body either on the chest or placed on each other on the pelvis. In contrast to this, from the
place of the bones in one of the graves it can be concluded that the deceased was placed not on
the earth but on a divan-like object (Q498). In another case the hunched shoulders and the arms
place closely beside the body suggest that the deceased was wrapped in a shroud (Q520). As the
grave was covered over immediately after the burial, the earth kept the bones — especially the
skull - and the vessels intact. In contrast to this, in a grave with a noticeable large square spot,
(Q40) both the skull and the vessels were found in bad condition, completely compressed. The
dark brown streak along the edges of the grave suggests that the grave was lined and covered
with planks, which fell in after the wood had rotted and broke the bones and vessels.

The 3 south-north oriented graves were found further from each other. The south oriented
double earth grave (Q517-518) was among the east-west oriented earth graves at the western
edge of the cemetery with 22 graves. The woman aged about 18-20 (Q517) had no grave goods,
the 9-11-year-old child beside her was buried with bronze mounts belonging to the clothes
and an iron fibula. A little further on, at the eastern end of the excavation, there were two
separate graves also south-north oriented. A horse with the snaffle bit in the mouth and the
saddle probably put on later lay in the earth grave, and with the skeleton of a full-grown dog
at the legs (Q83). About 2.5 m from here was the brick-walled grave with a roof-like cover
(Q84). Originally a 30-35-year-old rather strong, robust man was buried here (Q84J4), later
the grave was ransacked and looted, then a woman aged about 25-35 was placed among the
brick fragments - oriented the same way but without grave goods (Q84J1). As there was no
datable grave furniture, the time of robbery and burial over the original grave is not known.
The grave goods found in the brick grave (silver belt buckle and strap tip, winged spear, knife,
adze) indicate that the man may have been well off, buried with his own horse and dogs. The
identical orientation of the two graves also suggests this. Similar burial was excavated in
the nearby Magocs: near three, west-east oriented graves built of brick and stone slabs lay
two horse skeletons orientated the same way. It was not possible to establish any connection
between the grave and the horse burial here either.'

12 GABOR 1998, 113.
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Grave furniture

When examining the burials, we have to keep in view that we cannot analyse the whole
cemetery, only one part is excavated and one part of the graves were tampered, so we cannot
have the full picture of the grave furniture. The traces of contemporary ransacking can be
observed in the case of 5 graves out of 22 in the cemetery at the Kiskondai Stream, 1 shows the
traces of later agricultural work and 3 those of tampering, the latter happened to the grave in
Ujdombévar as well. Two deceased were buried without grave goods (Q84J1 and Q517). 4-6
objects and coins (1-26 pieces) were also put in most of the graves to help the afterlife. The
graves of the two girls can be considered the richest (Q56, 503), besides money the 9-17-year-old
deceased had 11 pieces of grave goods - first of all jewels.

Pottery

In the graves, earthenware vessels were generally placed to the feet of the dead, in the case of
children near the head. The jars, mugs, bowls were made of clay, the vessels for serving drinks
were already made of glass in several cases. In the cases of Q501 and 507 no pottery, just glass
was found; however, from graves 517-518 and 520 no vessel was put in the grave beside the
dead person.

Fig. 10. Vessels of grave 59 (left), burnished vessel from grave 502 (center), grey bowl from grave 58 (right).

The 7 jars vary in appearance: their form can be tall or small, slim or stubby, the surface
glazed or smoothed but they all (at least originally) had one handle. The glazed jar was one
of the most characteristic type of vessels in that age, which was produced in Pannonia from
the middle third of the 4™ ¢. to the first half of the 5" ¢.,* based on the coins found in the
graves in Dombovar they can be dated at the reign of Constantius II and Valens. The brownish
green glazed variations of smaller, 14-20 cm tall jars have been excavated, they had spherical
body, cylindrical neck, straight rim and one handle (Q41, 62, 1). The only with greenish brown
glazing (Q59) also belongs to this range of dimensions (Fig. 10, left). The bigger, 27-29 cm tall
jars (Q40, 464) are pear-shaped, with neck ring, funnel-shaped everting rim, one handle and
brownish green glazing. The only grey jar of this part of the cemetery (Q503) was placed in the
grave with minted coins between 331 and 340.

The other characteristic of the Late-Roman period is the smoothing of the surface:' this can be
seen on 2 vessels (Topfbecher) and 4 bowls. On the lower part of the body of the vessel found in

13 OTTOMANYI 2011, 277.
14 OTTOMANYI 2007, 202; recently: HORVATH 2016.
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grave 54 vertical, on the shoulder horizontal smoothing fill the surface. The surface of the jar from
grave 502 is similar, too, vertical smoothing can be found on the cylindrical neck as well (Fig. 10,
center). The stubby, round-shouldered, one-handled vessels are dated by coins of Constantius II
and Valens II, they were dug up from the burials of a woman (Q54) and a man (Q502).

A mug was placed in the grave in 8 cases (Q57, 58, 59, 463, 464, 498, 502, 503), all of them were
simple, grey, spherical, one-handled vessels with small everting rim, made of granular material.
Their height ranged from 8 to 12 cm. The vessel of grave 522 is slightly different: has no handle
and is 13.6 cm tall. In grave 463 two mugs were put but in this case — it was a grave of a child
— the bigger one can be considered as storage vessel (jar) and the smaller as drinking vessel
(glass). Apart from this, two vessels with the same function, pottery mug and glass, were only
found in a grave (Q502).

Most of the bowls were simple conical-frustum-shaped, average in the period, slightly thickened
ringed or inverted rimmed. In 6 graves (Q39, 40, 57, 464, 503, 1) there were vessels of 13-18
cm in diameter, burnt grey or brownish, made of granular material. The grey bowl of grave
58 has a different shape (Fig. 10, right), the rounded shouldered and the deep, glazed bowl of
grave 40 is also diverse with its horizontally everting rim. Smoothed bowls with shiny surface
were found in 4 graves (Q41, 56, 57, 498), their measurements are similar to those of house
pottery bowls, they are can be dated by coins at the reigns of Constantius II, Valentinianus
I and Valens. The shiny black surfaced bowl of grave 498 (Fig. 11) is decorated with three 3
short incised oblique lines. On the bottom there are smoothed bands running to the edge and
crossing each other in star shape as well as incised irregular lines."

Fig. 11. Burnished bowl from grave 498.

Glass vessels

Personal possessions made of glass were places in 8 graves of the cemetery (more than third of
the uncovered graves). Graves 62 and 465 contained extensive damaged fragments, which do
not make any identification possible. The features in grave 507 suggest that a low glass with a
base ring was place beside the deceased, in graves 39, 84, 501, 502 tall conical ones without
base ring were found (Barkoczi 1988/47, Dévai 2012/P9 type).

15 The meaning of incised and smoothed signs: HORVATH 2016, 47-49.
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Fig. 12. Tapered glass

form grave 84 (during
restoration).

Garment accessories

This type is quite common in Pannonia, it appears in graves of the
first third of the 4'" c. up to the beginning of the 5% c.,'® which is
confirmed by the coins found in the graves in Domboévar, too. The
glasses of graves 39, 501, 502 are 10-13 cm tall, unadorned, while
a bigger 16 cm high-quality, tall glass with ground ornamentation
belonged to brick grave 84 (Fig. 12). In grave 56 a very thick-walled
dark green base was found: the fragment of a spindle-shaped scent
bottle (Barkdczi 1988/103, Dévai 2012/I118). This form can be found
over the 4% ¢, larger and smaller versions are known as well.’” As
there was no other glass fragment besides the base in the grave in
Dombovar, probably the whole vessel was not placed in the grave,
so perhaps it had a secondary function.'®

As for their position in the grave, the glasses were found on the
chest (Q39, 84), at the shoulder (Q507), near the legs (Q501, 502) or
the thigh (Q465), the base of the scent bottle was above the head

(Q56).

Fibula was placed beside the dead in 6 cases. Crossbow brooches (Fig. 13), considered as the

most characteristic element of a man’s garment, were uncovered in the graves of three, about
30-50-year-old men (Q40, 59, 520), the B variants of Keller-Prottel 3/4 type used commonly
and for a long time in Pannonia.”” While in graves 40 and 520 they were placed on the right

shoulder, i.e. where they were normally worn, in grave 59 one was found with the tongue
upwards under the head. This may refer to the fact that the cloak was folded and put under
the head. Besides the fibula there were coins minted between 350-361 (21 pieces) and glazed

vessels in timbered grave 40, and a glazed jar and oval-shaped bronze buckles in grave 59, but

in grave 520 there was only a small marble slab.

16 Dfvar 2012, 162-164.

Fig. 13. Crossbow brooch from grave 40.

17 Dfvar 2016, 267, 279-280.

18 K. Dévai’s opinion is that they may have been used as stoppers (DEvAI 2012, 224-225), however, we do not
think it is very likely in this case.

19 KELLER 1971, 34-35; PROTTEL 1991, 357-364; recently: MERCZ1 2016, 466-467.
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Three ring fibulae (Riha 8.2 type)® were unearthed in graves 501, 507 and 518, the first is
small-sized, bronze, the other two are bigger and made of iron. They were found at the right
collar bone of the middle-aged woman and man (Q501, 507) and near the right femur in the
grave of a child (Q518) with a small bronze ring. In Pannonia, this type of fibula is quite usually
found in graves of women and children as well, but as for the function the ones found around
the pelvis are rather considered to be belt or bag buckles.?! The deceased of these graves were
buried first of all with the objects belonging to their everyday wear (bracelet, belt, but glasses,
one to each, were also put in the graves of the two adults. Valentinianus I and Gratianus coins
found in grave 501 helped their dating.

The individual parts of a belt (buckle, strap tip, mount) considered men’s garment accessory
are known from graves 58, 59, 84, 507 and 518. Belt buckles and strap tips were found in 3
graves, in grave 84 made of silver, in graves 58 and 507 made of bronze. Buckles with an oval
plate and D-shaped buckle ring, with square plate and oval or kidney-shaped buckle rings as
well as amphora- or heart-shaped strap tips were popular in the second half of the 4" c. In
Pannonia they can be dated at the Constantius II-Gratianus period,* the grave goods of the
Dombovar graves do not modify this. The simple bronze ring in grave 518 was probably a
belt buckle, it was unearthed at the sacrum. It is questionable whether the mount belonged
to the belt (button, ornament) or to some other part of the garment. In grave 59 there were
even two square-bodied, oval-ringed buckles (Fig. 14), one at the pelvis, the other at the left
shin-bone. The latter may have closed a bag used for storing fire-lighting tools (fire-striker
and flint), which were found near the buckle. The placement of belt sets and accessories in the
grave is determined by the way the deceased was laid in the grave with the belt on or the belt
was put in later. So the dead of graves 59, 84 and 518 were probably buried with their belts
round their waists, while the folded belt with a knife on it was placed on the stomach of the
dead person in grave 58, the procedure was the same in the case of grave 507 but there the belt
was between the shin-bones.

Fig. 14. Buckles from grave 59.

20 RriHA 1979, 209; recently with research history: MERcz1 2016, 457-459.
21 MEeRcz1 2016, 457.
22 KELLER 1971, 59-60; recently with parallels: KELEMEN 2008, 100-101.
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In the 7 Domboévar graves, introduced now, men were buried (Q40, 58, 59, 84, 502, 507, 520), but
there was only one in whose grave (Q502) there was no part of fibula-belt set. Likewise, the
characteristics of the graves of women, jewels, can be found in almost every grave (Q39, 54, 57,
498, 501). In the case of two burials (Q464, 517), it cannot be stated whether there were any as
they were disturbed at the area of the head and arms. It is certain that no jewel was placed beside
the woman (Q84J1) subsequently buried in the brick grave. In the graves of children (Q41, 56,
463, 503, 518, 522), girls were buried with bracelets, necklaces and finger rings (Q56, 503, 522).

The most grave goods were found in the grave of a 9-11-
year-old girl (grave 56): she was buried with a hairpin (Fig.
15), earrings, a string of beads, 3 bronze bracelets and a
finger ring and 17 coins were also put in her grave. 13 of
the coins, minted between 337 and 361, lay “rolled” near the
left hand. This dates the only hairpin found in the cemetery.
It was made of bone and belongs to the group adorned with
woman’s bust. The slightly different hairdo distinguishes it
from its parallels®: on the two sides of the face and at the
forehead the hair is swept back.

Earrings were uncovered in 3 graves (Q54, 56, 57), the
ones in grave 56 was silver, the others bronze. One of the
earrings found in grave 57 has a conic bronze pendant,
too, but the bead closing the earring was missing. All
the three pairs of earrings can be classified as hooked-
looped clasped, which were found with several types of
ornaments during the 4™ ¢ but the variations both with

bronze pendants and beads were popular from the middle

of the century.? In the graves in Dombdvar, besides the
Fig. 15. Bone hairpin adorned with smoothed-surfaced vessels (Q54, 56), bronze bracelets and
woman’s bust from grave 56. iron rods (Q56, 57), there were coins minted in 337-361
(Q56) and 364-378 (Q54) as well.

There were necklaces in a quarter of altogether 12 burial sites of women / girl, in the graves of
two young persons (Q56, 503) and one older woman (Q498), in the usual position of wearing.
Though several necklaces are known from this age, the beads vary in material, colour, form
and technique®, few examples were found in Dombdvaron. Generally, in the graves of adults
simpler, in those of children more colourful necklaces were found.?® The simplest was uncovered
from grave 498: the necklace consisted of 4 bi-conical, dark blue glass beads, the string must
have been some organic material. The necklace from grave 56, which was strung on a thin
bronze wire, consisted of small dark blue beads, and had a bronze clasp. The necklace of grave
503 (Fig. 16) was the longest, perhaps it was also strung on a bronze wire but its clasp has
not remained. It consisted of 119 coloured glass beads of various forms: besides the small

23 BARTUSs 2007, 192-193. Closest parallel: Bataszék-Kovesdpuszta 101. grave (PETERFI 1993, illustration XIV).
24 FacsApy 2009, type III; KELEMEN 2008, 117-118 with parallels.

25 KELEMEN 2008, 124-126; recently: Boruzs 2016, 391.

26 KELEMEN 2008, 124.
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blue, green, light brown bi-conical, spherical and prismatic beads, a gold-foiled and a big,
greenish blue, iridescent, prismatic beads embellished the necklace. The glittering gold-foiled
or gold-glass beads appeared already in the 2"4-3" c. but became frequently used in the 4"
c. Generally 1-2 such beads were strung in a necklace, probably because of their high price.?’
This grave is dated by coins minted in Domboévar between 331 and 340.

g

T

Fig. 16. Beads from grave 503.

From 7 graves altogether 18 bracelets were unearthed, 14 made of bronze and 4 of bone. The
bronze bracelets can be divided into five groups. Type 1: simple, unadorned, D in cross section,
closed circle which is made, first of all, of glass, jet, lignite; bronze bracelets similar to the one
found in Dombévar (Q501) are very rare. Its terminus post quem, when the object got into the
ground, is given by a Gratianus coin. Type 2: band bracelets with hook closing. The bracelets
with V-shaped chased respectively embossed berry-form decorations like the one found in our
cemetery are very rare (Q503, 56, Fig. 10, left), horizontal V-shaped and hering-bone-patterned
bracelets are much more common in the middle and the second part of the 4" c. Type 3: open-
ended wire bracelets with flattened or rounded and grooved ends or stylized snake heads. In
3 graves (Q39, 56, 1) 4 were found with coins from years between 330 and 361. The type with
snake heads (Q1) may have been used for a longer period, its parallels are dated from the middle
of the 4™ c. to the first half of the 5 ¢.? Mostly, type 4 was unearthed (6), bracelets twisted from
wire, with a hooked-looped clasp, with or without ringed fastening (Q39, 57, 498, 503), which
were the most popular in the second third of the 4" ¢.?’; this is justified by the smoothed vessels

27 Boon 1977, 200-201.
28 KELEMEN 2008, 134.
29 KELEMEN 2008, 136 parallels.
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and the time of the minting of coins as well. Type 5 is a bronze bracelet decorated with dark
blue beads. This version of bracelets made of wire is scarcer, mainly one per grave as found in
503 (Fig. 17, right). The type*® used in the middle third of the 4" c. was found in our excavation
together with coins of Constantinus I and Constantius II and three other bracelets.

Fig. 17. Detail of a bracelet ornamented with embossing and chasing from grave 56 (left), and bracelet
decorated with beads from grave 503 (right).

In 3 graves (Q498, 501, 503), 4 bone bracelets were unearthed, all of them from the type
narrowed, bent on each other and fixed with small bronze nails. One of them is decorated with
oblique grooving, the others are unadorned and have a chased horizontal line round the middle.
The coins found with them suggest that they were used in the period between Constantius II
and Gratianus.

As for the wearing customs, the left arm seems to have been preferred: out of 18 bracelets 11
were on the left and 7 on the right forearm. According to M. Kelemen, one of the reasons for
this may have been that in the case of right-handedness the object was prone to damage. In
two cases (Q57, 501) jewellery was only worn only on the left arm and in one case only on the
right arm (Q1), otherwise on both arms. In 4 graves of women there was no bracelet (Q54, 84]1,
517, 522), in one case (Q464) the grave was disturbed so there might have been some jewellery.

Finger rings were found in four graves (Q56, 503, 522, 1),
all of them made of bronze. Finger rings with narrowed
ends bent on each other (Facsady 2009, type VIII/c) were
found in two graves: in grave 56 was one with hering-
bone-like embellishment and 2 plain rings in the grave in
Ujdomobévar. Similar pieces are common during the 4™
c., the Dombévar finger ring can be dated at the middle of
the century on the basis of the age of the coins. The head

of the signet ring with widening shoulder (Facsady 2009,
type IV) in grave 503 is decorated with engraved lines. In
the oval bezel of the finger ring in grave 522 (Fig. 18) there

Fig. 18 Finger ring with the remains
of a glass-paste inlay (grave 522).

may have been a glass-paste inlay. The coins placed in the
grave date both at the first part of the 4" c. In the 3 cases possible to be examined, the finger
rings were worn on the left hand.

30 SwiFT 2000, 124 and 300.
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Coins

Out of 23 graves in Dombdvar 12 i.e. about half of them contained coins, which is quite a high
proportion.*! From the 109 coins the most (26) were in the disturbed grave of a woman (Q464).
21 coins were found in grave 40 (man), 17 coins from the grave of a girl buried with her jewels
(Q56) and 13 coins from a child’s grave, 41. Fewer were placed in the other graves, 1-9 coins
(Q39, 54, 463, 498, 501, 502, 503, 522). Out of 7 man’s graves only two contained coins, out
of 8 woman’s graves 5 and out of 6 child’s graves 5. The coins were put first of all near the
pelvis or at the knee near the shin-bone. The coins in grave (5, 13, 8 pieces) in graves 41, 56
and 502 must have been wrapped in some organic material: they were placed to the hands,
standing closely behind each other in a line ('roll’). It is also worth mentioning that about
70 years passed between the dates of the minting of the coins found in grave 501. The coins
minted at the beginning of the 4% ¢ are shiny almost in mint condition, however, the ones of
the 70s of the century are much more worn.

Presumably the worn coins often used in everyday life were means of payment, while the
high-quality, bigger coins were put in the grave for some other reason, they may have been
jewellery or clothes ornaments.

The earliest coins were minted during the reigns of emperors Maximianus Herculius between
304-305 and Galerius Maximianus between 308-310, the latest during the reigns of emperors
Valentinianus I, Valens and Gratianus 364-378. Most were minted during the Constantinus-
dynasty in the 350-360s. Most coins were made in the mint in Siscia, the other mints are only
represented by some pieces (Thessalonica, Nicomedia, Aquileia, Sirmium, Cyzicus, Antiochia,
Constantinopolis, Ticinum, Heracleia). Unfortunately in the case of about one third of the coins
the place where the coins were minted cannot be stated because they are extremely worn.

Iron tools and objects

A 35-cm-long winged spear was placed beside the man buried in brick grave 84. The object
was put on the edge of the grave, with its point towards the end of the grave - it may have
been about 2 m together with the handle. The best parallel in form is known from grave I
in Vajta*, which can be dated at a much earlier period, the 2nd_3rd ¢ and can be considered
as a hunting weapon.®® The graves that contained weapons and can be dated at the 4% ¢.*,
the spear points are smaller and besides them axes, knives, fibulae with bulb decoration, belt
buckles and strap tips can be found. In the grave of the Dombdévar man there was an iron axe
at the pelvis (perhaps it was hung on his belt), according to the type and its parallels® it was a
tool used for woodwork. The shape of the robust knife found in the grave is dissimilar from the
other knives in the cemetery, which may suggest a different function or usage. As the grave
was disturbed at the area of the right shoulder — chest - left leg, it cannot be decided with
complete certainty that the objects (considering a possibly missing fibula, sword, arrowhead)

31 TorBAGYI 2009, table 1.

32 FULEP 1949, XXVIILt.5.

33 MARTON 2002, 134; MRAV 2006, 54-55.

34 MARTON 2002, 139-140; VARGA 2007, 39.

35 MULLER 1982, 107; RUPNIK 2014, 185-188 and Abb. 2.
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were military or hunting accessories.”® The plan of the grave different from the others (brick
grave) refers to the superior status of the deceased, so do the dog placed on the skirt of the
grave and the grave goods (silver belt buckle and strap tip, good-quality glass), and there may
be connection with the nearby horse-dog burial (Q83). There are vague parallels with the iron
accessories of the harness found beside the horse. It is not possible to trace any connection
either with the bronze mounts and buckles of the horse burials of the 2"4-3™ ¢. or with the iron
accessories of the harness in the horse grave in Nagykanizsa, which is closer in time*’. Bronze
buckles similar to the triangular buckle ending in a rosette, unearthed in grave 83, have been
found in man’s graves (e.g.: Szentlaszl6-Szentegyedpuszta grave 3, Kisasszonyfa,*® Nagykanizsa
Roman cemetery 1. 56. grave®).

Iron knives were placed in 10 graves of the cemetery in Dombovar (graves 39, 40, 58, 84, 463,
464, 502, 503, 507, 522). They can often be found equally in man’s, woman’s and child’s graves,
mainly the short-bladed versions (except for grave 84), near the shin-bone. In one case (Q58)
the knife was uncovered at the upper part of the thigh-bone, it may have hung from the belt.
In the latter man’s grave a 10 cm-long pointed object square in cross section was put as well:
maybe used to pierce in leather processing, it was put near the left shin-bone. It is a question
what was the function of the small spindle-shaped iron object pointed at both ends, found in
grave 522, on the right side of the child near the pelvis.

The typical object of the Late Roman graves in South-Pannonia is the iron rod pointed at one
end, its function is disputed. As it belongs to the grave goods of woman’s graves, researchers
consider it as a means of some woman’s job (weaving, spinning) and is determined as heddle
rod, winder or spindle.* In Dombévar such rods were found in 5 woman’s and child’s graves
(Q39, 56, 57, 498, 503) near the shin-bone and in one case beside the head (Q56). Their lengths
vary between 22 and 30 cm, they are round in cross section and solid. On the basis of the time
when the coins were minted (between 331 and 361) and when the smoothed vessels were made,
these graves can be dated at the middle third of the 4™ c. not earlier.

The elongated iron object in graves 40 and 59 may have been a fire striker. The former was
placed with a knife crosswise on the shin-bones, the latter may have been in a bag at the left
shin-bone with a flint. Supposedly there was a bag in grave 518 as well near the right thigh, this
is suggested by an iron ring fibula and a small bronze ring but no fire-lighting tools were found.*!

Summary

On the basis of the examined grave furniture, it is likely that the cemetery at the Konda Stream
was used as a burial site from the middle third of the 4™ c. up to the end of the century. The
Roman graves, too, excavated in Dombovar — in Kdlcsey utca, VIL. utca, in the area of the brick
factory along the road to Kapospula and the Public cemetery — during the 20* c., fit into this
period (Fig.1.). When they are projected on a map, a line of roughly east-west direction is

36 More: Boruzs 2013.

37 EKE — HORVATH 2010, 166-169 and pictures 11-12.

38 DomBAY 1957, Taf. XXIII/3, XL/2.

39 ExE — HorVATH 2010, 170 and picture 15.

40 Research history and technical problems recently: MULLER 2011; PAsZTOKAI-SZEOKE 2012; MULLER 2016.
41 KELEMEN 2008, 106-109.

224



Late Roman Graves in Dombovar

demarcated, which may have been a road as Roman cemeteries can be found along the roads
leading out of the settlements. The part of the cemetery uncovered in 2007, lay to the north
of this road along the road following the line of Perekaci-arok — supposedly running to the
road to the fort in Als6hetény in north-south direction. The main road crossing the valley of
the Kapos runs in north direction towards the one-time Iovia, this is marked by the natural
features and the graves of brick factory I, along the dirt road beside the present cemetery.
The question what settlement (or settlements) the separate groups of graves of the cemetery
belonged to is still unanswered. On the basis of the burial ritual, the character of the grave
furniture, the geographical features and the network of settlements known so far it can be
supposed that they may have been the burial sites of a village-like camp (vicus) or villa estates
scattered among the roads. It can be assumed that there was Roman settlement in the triangle
of the Kiskonda Stream, Perekaci-arok and the former brick factory I on the loess plateau
but this was not confirmed by survey on the terrain.** According to the data of Itinerarium
Antonini, a travelogue written at the end of the 3th c., one of the stations, either Pons Sociorum
or Pons Mansuetiana on the routes Sopianae-Arrabona and Sopianae-Aquincum was on the
territory of the present Dombévar.* Late Roman stray finds are known from the area near the
Békato* but it is not very likely that the settlement belonging to the burial site can be found
on the other side of the Kapos as it is a marshland in this section of the river. Traces (brick
and stone fragments) referring to a Roman settlement were observed on the Sz6l6hegy and at
the north-western edge of the town* as well, but it is uncertain which period they belonged
to. Near Dombdvar, two find spots have to be mentioned, they can be dated at this period
and may be connected with our find spots. On Magocs-Sz6léhegy, to south-east, there may
have been a villa estate and its cemetery, which is in the inner territory of the present town,*
and the fort in Alsdhetény, some kilometres of the town, may come into consideration,*
as it was a determining element of the area because of its size and its strategic importance.
The fort was reconstructed — with much work - in the middle of the 370s, which means it
was prepared for further use, i.e. probably in this period significant Roman settling can be
reckoned in Dombévar and its vicinity. On the other hand, the finds in the graves excavated in
different parts of the town show that in the first half of the 5 c. there were no more burials
there. No typical grave goods of the end of the century were found: half-egg-shaped glass,
smoothed vessels, polyhedral earrings, bone combs, etc., that means that for some reason
earlier population left the area.
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