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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

China’'s educational outreach in Latin America
and the Caribbean (LAC) has been a feature of
the relationship for decades, with some limit-
ed examples of exchanges dating back to the
Mao Zedong era (1949-1979).! China has at-
tached increasing importance to overseas ed-
ucational partnerships and student exchanges
since launching its 13th Five Year Plan (2016-
2020), however, with roughly a fourth of exist-
ing programs established in the past five years,
whether in LAC or other regions.? Outreach to
educational institutions has also been a promi-
nent feature of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
as part of its stated commitment to building
people-to-people ties. This includes engaging
political parties, technical cooperation, media
outreach, strengthening private sector connec-
tions, educational linkages, and other forms of
diplomacy and outreach—all of which are evi-
dent to varying degrees across the LAC region.

Much like China's other institutional relation-
ship building in LAC, China's higher education-
al partnerships—exchange agreements and
jointly-developed studies and research cen-
ters—are thought to achieve multiple objec-
tives. China's interest in developing expertise in
Latin American and Caribbean studies is among
these, as noted in the first section of this pa-
per. So, for that matter, is an enduring commit-
ment to building Chinese soft power throughout
LAC—through educational exchanges, mostly,
but also with other wide-ranging cultural and
technical outreach. China's Ministry of Educa-
tion has indicated its commitment to strength-
ening diplomatic ties through exchanges, in-
ternational educational cooperation, greater
participation in educational standards-setting
institutions,® and by highlighting and exporting
elements of China’s educational system.*

A strong commercial and, at times, strategic ra-
tionale also appears to drive some of this ac-
tivity, as Chinese companies and universities
pursue joint research centers or collaborative
exploration in areas of strategic and economic
interest to China. Some China-LAC educational
agreements promote skills development among
local personnel in the use of China’s artificial in-
telligence, telecommunications, and other tech-
nologies, encouraging the adoption of Chinese
tech, services, and standards by LAC countries

and localities. Others, such as a joint lithium
exploration center in Chile or scholarships for
Panamanians to study maritime affairs in Da-
lian, China, have sought to ensure cooperation
in sectors of growing and strategic interest to
China and LAC.

This paper considers the multiple motivations
for China's educational outreach in the region,
drawing from Chinese policy and analysis and
many dozens of examples of academic linkages
forged between China and LAC in recent years,
Whether initiated by Chinese or LAC institu-
tions, these programs are an increasingly cen-
tral feature of China-LAC relations, a part of the
extension of China’s BRI to LAC, and a useful
measure of China's varied and evolving inter-
ests throughout the region.®

LEARNING LAC

China's extensive educational outreach in LAC
is, at least, partially related to growing interest
among China's ministries and universities in de-
veloping homegrown expertise on LAC affairs,
The country’s Ministry of Education has aimed
in recent years to boost the quality of China’s
educational offerings through policies intend-
ed to upgrade area studies programs across
the country. As part of this effort, Chinese au-
thorities have endorsed and at least partially
financed educational collaborations with insti-
tutions in LAC and other regions. Forging these
ties enriches China's own area studies capacity
while advancing other probable aims, as noted
throughout this paper.

Efforts to improve China’s area studies stand-
ings began in earnest around 2010 when Chi-
nese officials and scholars publicly recognized
deficiencies in the country’'s LAC studies and
broader educational offerings. In a January
2020 interview, Qian Chengdan, director of Pe-
king University's Institute of Area Studies and
member of the Ministry of Education’s Consul-
tative Committee on Area Studies, said China’s
educational institutions still face a dearth of
area studies professionals, a lack of cohesion
among area studies academics in China, still-
low levels of foreign language acquisition, and
a lack of on-the-ground experience.” Several of
China's prominent think tanks, such as the Chi-
nese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS), and




universities, such as Nankai University in Tian-
jin, have engaged in the in-depth study of the
Latin American and, to a lesser extent, Carib-
bean regions for many decades.® But as China
assumes an increasingly prominent global role
and is exposed to higher levels of related op-
erational and reputational risk, China's central
government has sought to expand and improve
its global awareness, including of developments
in LAC.
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As a result, a series of Chinese government
palicies over the past decade supported the
development of increasingly high-quality Latin
American and other area studies centers across
the country, primarily intended to inform Chi-
na's fareign policy making.® As a result of these
efforts, China developed nearly 60 centers fo-
cused on the region by 2018 (see Figure 1 and
Appendix 1). These range considerably in size
and capacity, from centers with only one or two
dedicated staff to well-established institutions
like the CASS Institute of Latin American Studies
(ILAS), which employs dozens of researchers.
Most of the country’s Latin American studies
centers are affiliated with universities in Chi-
na's major coastal cities, although a few have
opened in inland provinces in recent years. A
handful are dedicated to the study of individual
Latin American countries, such as Bolivia, Brazil,
Mexico, Peru, and Uruguay, or subregions, such
as the Andean region.

FIGURE 1. CHINA'S LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES CENTERS
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Source: Margaret Myers, Ricardo Barrios, and Cunhai Guo, “Learning Latin America: China’s Strategy for Area Studies Development,”

Inter-American Dialogue, June 2018.




With government support, some Chinese uni-
versities have aspired to the ambitious area
studies center accreditation standards outlined
by the Ministry of Education, including plans
for researchers to study overseas and the es-
tablishment of external academic committees,
among other requirements.! In other cases,
universities are adopting the sort of measures
recommended by Tsinghua University's Office
of International Cooperation and Exchanges Di-
rector Li Jinliang, who noted in a 2020 Guang-
ming Daily article that Chinese universities
should forge stronger partnerships with foreign
universities, including expanding personnel ex-
changes, increasing international research and
global innovation cooperation, and hiring ex-
ceptional foreign instructors.!!

Several Chinese universities have created joint-
ly-administered area studies centers with uni-
versities in LAC and other regions to strengthen
and inform their curricula. In 2014, Wuhan Uni-
versity established a Caribbean research center
with the University of the West Indies in Trinidad
and Tobago,"? but the center never became op-
erational, according to Caribbean-China expert
Rasheed Griffith, pointing to the writings of its
intended director, Zhang Xiaotong.!* This cen-
ter is among many notable examples of unexe-
cuted memorandums of understanding (MOUSs),
whether in education cooperation or otherwise,
A more successful example was the 2016 estab-
lishment of a China-Peru center at the Beijing
International Studies University, in collabora-
tion with the Universidad San Ignacio de Loyola
in Peru.'* In 2018, Tsinghua opened its Centro
para América Latina in Santiago, with sponsor-
ship from Chilean mining conglomerate Luksic
Group.”® Also of note is the Fudan Consortium,
which consists of Fudan University and 12 top
universities from Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colom-
bia, Mexico, and Peru. The group is committed
to jointly facilitating academic conferences,
faculty exchanges, and research cooperation
among its members, in addition to hosting Latin
American fellows on an annual basis,'®

China has also made agreements with U.S. in-
stitutions specializing in Latin American or oth-
er area studies or that have relevant capacity
in foreign language studies. For example, Mi-
ami-based Florida International University and
Qingdao University established a joint program
in Spanish language studies.!?

Whether the product of university initiatives,
Chinese government policy directives, or some
combination thereof, cross-regional educa-
tional collaborations are increasing. According
to a report by China’s Xinhua, as of December
2020, China had 2,332 international joint-ven-
ture learning institutions and programs—1,230
(52 percent) of them with institutions of higher
learning.!® Of this total, 580 were approved and
put on record by the ministry between 2016-
2020; nearly a fourth of total collaborative
programs were approved in the past five years
alone. Although these collaborations are glob-
ally focused, concrete examples are evident in
almost every country in the LAC region, though
with less attention apparently paid to some Ca-
ribbean nations, parts of Central America, and
Taiwan's allies.

Despite the continued outreach and sustained
Chinese government support,” it is unclear to
what extent these and other partnerships in-
form or improve Chinese universities' area
studies proficiency. China's partnerships in LAC
vary considerably in scale, scope, and com-
mitment among partner institutions—the likely
result of varying levels of interest and avail-
able resources among interested parties. Some
amount to little more than a statement of intent
or broad MOU, which may not result in substan-
tive engagement. Among those that engage in
productive collaboration, some focus mainly on
student or faculty exchanges. Others attempt a
more expansive agenda, including collaborative
research and research center development (see
Figure 2). Some Chinese and LAC institutions,
such as Jinan University (which had signed
agreements with at least ten Latin American
universities and other educational and cultural
institutions by 2016%°), Fudan University in Chi-
na, and the Universidad Nacional Auténoma de
México (UNAM), have several or more of these
partnerships in place. UNAM lists upwards of 45
agreements on its web site, for instance. Others
have focused on partnerships with just one or
two universities or other institutions in China or
LAC.
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FIGURE 2. EXAMPLES OF CHINA-LAC COOPERATION AGREEMENTS

Year

LAC Institution
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Source: Author compilation,

The areas of focus of these partnerships also
vary considerably, the likely result of consid-
erable diversity among the institutions striking
these agreements. These include institutions of
different sizes and disciplines, from top liberal
arts-focused colleges and scientific institutions
to smaller vocational centers. Chinese compa-
nies and Chinese and LAC governments also
occasionally forge educational partnerships in

LAC, often with diplomatic and commercial in-
terests in mind (see the Strategic and Commer-
cial Motivations section). For example, China's
Ministry of Science and Technology has sought
to develop a China-Latin American Laborato-
ry for Rail Transport in the region since 2018,
involving China’s Southwest Jiaotong Universi-
ty—which specializes in rail transport, the Na-
tional University of Rio Cuarto in Argentina, the




Federal University of Rio de Janeiro in Brazil,
and Argentina’s National Council for Scientific
and Technical Research.?! China has been heav-
ily involved in railway development in Argenti-
na, having upgraded and expanded the Belgra-
no Cargas rail network. Chinese infrastructure
companies have also sought to expand their
presence in Brazilian rail of late.??

To the extent they materialize, partnerships
and other developments are potentially bene-
ficial to Chinese and LAC faculty and students.
They may also advance the Chinese Ministry of
Education’s efforts to upgrade its international
education, including the range and quality of its
area studies and other offerings. China’s inter-
est in forging stronger China-LAC higher educa-
tion partnerships and exchanges extends be-
yond the educational realm, however. Some of
these projects appear to advance wider-ranging
objectives, whether diplomatic, strategic, polit-
ical, or commercial. We consider these goals in
the following sections.

DEEPENING DIPLOMACY

Beyond boosting China’s global studies profi-
ciency, China has noted multiple other benefits
to expanding cross-regional educational linkag-
es. Chief among these are the soft power gains
facilitated by international exchanges, which
China's leadership has upheld since the Mao
era. As Peking University doctoral candidate
and Latvian Ministry of Foreign Affairs official
Angelina Maksimova maintained in her anal-
ysis of developments in China's international
education, providing education to international
students in China has been a diplomatic rather
than educational consideration for decades.?
Tsinghua University Professor Wen Wen also
noted China's long-held diplomatic interest
in academic exchanges, explaining that in the
1950s, China sought to train foreign talent to
“know China” (%n#£), “be friendly toward China” (
K1), and “love China” (%)% Even post-Mao,
as China invested in modernizing and profes-
sionalizing its education system, the broad
process of restructuring the Chinese academ-
ic system “took on the contours of not only an
educational but also a diplomatic policy,” as
Frederico Menino, member of the recruitment
and admissions team for the Tsinghua Univer-

sity-based Schwarzman Scholars Program has
suggested.?®

Xi'An Jiaotong University’s Li Lijie argued that
while China is increasingly focused on ensur-
ing high educational standards for foreign stu-
dents, its exchange programs are still aimed at
“enhancing the country's soft power and Chi-
na's international status and reputation.”?® In
fact, China’'s Ministry of Education put forth the
“Studying in China Initiative” in 2010 with the
express purpose of developing “Chinese soft
power and promot[ing] the Chinese concept
of Harmonious World to the outside world."?
The initiative—since incorporated in the BRI—
sought to recruit 500,000 international stu-
dents to study in China by 2020. According to
the Ministry of Education, 492,185 international
students from 196 countries were studying in
China by 2018, easily positioning China to meet
its goal.®®

For LAC students, faculty, and practitioners,
opportunities for educational trainings and ex-
change with Chinese institutions are facilitated
through numerous platforms and scholarship
programs, including some of the institutional
arrangements noted in the previous section,
opportunities associated with the Confucius
Institutes/Classrooms system (now run by the
Chinese International Education Foundation),
and offerings from the Ministry of Education and
Chinese companies. China’'s Confucius Insti-
tutes in LAC are primarily dedicated to convey-
ing cultural and language education to foreign
countries and are responsible for scholarship
distribution and facilitating partnerships be-
tween Chinese and LAC higher education insti-
tutions. They have also facilitated connections
with overseas ethnic Chinese communities.?®

China’'s embassies have also sponsored student
exchanges in some countries, sometimes with
an eye toward shaping views of China and Chi-
nese foreign policy. In Brazil, as one interview-
ee noted, a Chinese embassy official directly
awarded a scholarship for study in China to a
doctoral student who wrote an analytical study
of the Belt and Road Initiative.®® Scholarships
are also allocated for distribution by individual
LAC governments. Ten were promised annually
to the Dominican Republic as part of that coun-
try's Plan Educativo 2018-2023 with China.®*
In other cases, networks such as the Belt and




Road University-Enterprise Alliance for Talent
Development®? promote cooperation on talent
training among domestic universities, govern-
ments involved in the BRI, and Chinese compa-
nies operating overseas. In 2019, 230 Mexican
students, among other LAC candidates, were
selected to join the Alliance’s affiliated master’s
degree programs in China.®®

China's various recruitment and funding ve-
hicles are additionally aligned with the objec-
tives outlined in the China-CELAC Forum Co-
operation Plan (2015-2019), which called for
wide-ranging exchanges between educational
institutions, committed China to expanding the
region’s Confucius Institutes, and aimed to pro-
vide CELAC countries with “6,000 governmental
scholarships, 6,000 training opportunities and
400 opportunities for on-the-job master degree
programs in China between 2015 and 2019.”%*
The most recent China-CELAC Action Plan for
Cooperation in Key Areas (2022-2024) supports
continued higher educational exchanges for
students and academics, the provision of 5,000
government scholarships and 3,000 trainings in
China, and continued support for the China-LAC
Think Tanks Forum, the China-CELAC High-Level
Academic Forum, and, if possible, a China-CEL-
AC University Presidents Forum. According to
the document, the “Bridge to the Future” train-
ing program for 1,000 Chinese and Latin Amer-
ican young leaders will also still be implement-
ed.35

China's leadership envisions the country’s bur-
geoning area studies centers as also playing a
key role in cultivating China’s overseas influ-
ence, whether by attracting top talent or devel-
oping important linkages to LAC institutions. In
a speech delivered at the 2011 National Edu-
cation Work Conference, an annual government
meeting held in China to appraise performance
and set priorities for the coming year, Palitburo
member and state councilor Liu Yandong called
for the development of area studies centers in
top universities and for these to “play a larger
role in the promotion of cultural exchange and
the increase of Chinese soft power."3¢

Despite numerous examples of university ties
and student exchanges, the diplomatic benefits
of China’s educational outreach are undoubted-
ly more limited in LAC than in China's neighbor-
ing regions, where China has established hun-
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dreds of joint research centers and individual
countries send 20,000 or more students to Chi-
na on an annual basis, in some cases.”” In com-
parison, in 2017, 2,200 Latin Americans were
studying in Chinese universities, accounting for
roughly 1.5 percent of all international students
in the country.3® In 2018, approximately 6,000
Latino students studied in China compared to
80,000 African students in the same year.*

Yet, these numbers are likely to continue growing
post-pandemic as China improves and extends
its offerings and more LAC students see value in
knowing and studying China, given the contin-
ued promotion of educational partnership and
exchange in China's bilateral agreements with
governments in the region. The Comprehen-
sive Strategic Partnership between Mexico and
China, signed by President Xi and counterpart
Enrigue Pena Nieto in 2013, outlines “intensi-
fying exchanges by young students, academics,
media and sport” as desired outcomes.* In the
July 2014 Plan de Accidn Conjunta entre los Go-
biernos de la Republica Argentina y la Republica
Popular de China para el Fortalecimiento de la
Asociacion Estrategica, Chinese and Argentine
officials agreed to “promote the exchange of in-
formation and materials about educational pol-
icies, pedagogical methods, teaching materials
and educational computerization, as well as
encourage the exchange of visits between gov-
ernment departments and educational institu-
tions*! They also agreed to promote universi-
ty linkages, intensify expert exchanges, carry
out joint studies on topics of common interest,
properly manage the Confucius Institutes, and
establish area studies institutes. Education-
al collaboration also featured among the 19
agreements between China and the Dominican
Republic when the latter severed its diplomatic
ties to Taiwan. The Plan Educativo entre el Min-
isterio de Relaciones Exteriores de la Republica
Dominicana y el Ministerio de Educacion de la
Republica Dominicana para los Afios 2018-2023
suggests that both countries will “stimulate
short exchanges among public servants, spe-
cialists, professors, researchers, students, and
send expert delegations to learn about the ed-
ucational policies of both countries.”*




INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION
COMPETITION

China’'s aim to compete in international edu-
cation is also mativating Chinese outreach in
LAC and other regions. In 2017, China released
President Xi Jinping's Double First-Class Uni-
versity Plan (M —iitK%2), which has aimed to
cultivate world-class Chinese universities and
disciplines by the end of 2050, making China
into a global higher education power.* Accord-
ing to the People’s Daily, the Double First-Class
University Plan supports the upgrading of 100
disciplines related to national security and vital
interests, as well as emerging and interdisci-
plinary subjects,*

Although China-LAC educational exchanges
and linkages continue expanding (aside from
amid the Covid-19 pandemic, given travel lim-
itations), Chinese officials have noted that at-
tracting more of BRI countries’ top talent will re-
quire further upgrading of China’s educational
institutions, even beyond the now decade-long
focus on areas studies development* Since
the launch of the country’s 13th Five Year Plan
(2016-2020), this has resulted in government
officials attaching increasing importance to
boosting the attractiveness of China’s offerings.
The 2017 Administrative Measures for the En-
rollment and Development of International Stu-
dents by Universities and Schools—issued by
China's Ministry of Education, Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, and Ministry of Public Security—
emphasized systematic quality enhancement
in university regulations, assessments for ad-
missions and scholarships, teaching and staff
development, and quality control mechanisms.*
Jing Qi, a lecturer at Australia’s RMI University,
notes the importance of the 2018 Quality As-
surance Standards for Higher Education of Inter-
national Students and the 2019 Quality Accred-
itation Rules for International Higher Education
to the upgrading of China’s international edu-
cation system.*’

With improvements underway, China has also
aspired to brand its system of education for
international consumption, promoting “the dis-
semination and sharing of its successful edu-
cation experience.”* One plausible example of
these efforts is the International Chinese School
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, which opened in Feb-

ruary 2021 with support from Chinese compa-
nies, expats in Rio, and Chinese Consul Li Yang.
The school will “provide international standard
teaching in Brazil following the Chinese educa-
tion model” while adhering to Brazil's national
curriculum.* According to a press release, the
school aims to prepare its students “to make
outstanding contributions to economic devel-
opment and cultural exchange between the two
countries.” Chinese pedagogy may also feature
in the Jiangsu University-housed JSU Suzhou
Caribbean Institute. This school offers majors
in software engineering, computer science, and
e-commerce to Caribbean students, in collabo-
ration with the University of the West Indies and
Suzhou Global Institute,>

University-level exchanges and collaborations
would seem particularly important for China at
this moment in China-LAC relations, given what
AmericasBarometer describes as steadily de-
clining trust in the Chinese government across
the region.’' The 2021 report found that younger
adults (i.e.,,18-25) were, on average, more trust-
ing of the Chinese government, making univer-
sity-level outreach a potentially more fruitful
endeavor than diplomacy with other segments
of the LAC population.

However, if the number of LAC partnerships and
exchanges with China is any indication, then
China is already being viewed as a valuable
educational partner, especially as it promises
funding, facilities, or exchanges and training
in high-tech fields, and as LAC institutions see
value in actively participating in new flows of
global knowledge, which are increasingly influ-
enced by China. Indeed, educational relations
with Chinese universities or companies are
sometimes propelled by LAC institutions. Peru's
ESAN Graduate School of Business developed
a partnership with Fudan University to be “on
the cutting edge of business at a global level,">
and the Mexican Agency for International Coop-
eration and Development developed the NANO-
MXCN Congress to convene specialists from
both nations to analyze research work related
to nanotechnology.™

To the extent that these and other initiatives
are successful, they will build on the ties and
knowledge already being generated by leading
China-LAC studies centers across the region,
such as the China-Mexico Studies Institute at
UNAM, the China-Brazil center at the Federal




University of Rio de Janeiro, the China Studies
Center at the Pontificia Universidad de Catoli-
ca de Sao Paulo, and the China-Latin American
Studies Center at the Universidad Andrés Bello
in Chile, among others. Of course, as evidenced
by the range of China analysis and commentary
generated by these institutions, the forging of
partnerships and educational exchanges with
China does not always generate positive views
of China and its education system, or an align-
ment of viewpoints among LAC and Chinese
faculty or students.

STRATEGIC AND COMMERCIAL
MOTIVATIONS

Although China’s outreach in LAC’'s education-
al sphere primarily aims to cultivate soft power
and encourage mutual understanding, some of
its partnerships would appear to have concrete
commercial or even strategic aims. China's edu-
cational outreach in LAC has frequently focused
on sectors or disciplines of particular commer-
cial interest to China. This includes sectors in
which China’s companies are well established
and those—such as tech and financial ser-
vices—that Chinese firms are looking to engage
with more extensively. There are additional ex-
amples of educational collaboration on topics
of geostrategic relevance to China, whether re-
lated to diplomatic competition with Taiwan, in
support of China-LAC cooperation on signals
intelligence, or in other strategically significant
fields.

Commercial Objectives

Chinese companies, sometimes in collaboration
with Chinese universities, have played a prom-
inent role in forging educational partnerships
in LAC, often motivated by operational and
staffing needs. Changzhou University, found-
ed by Chinese national oil companies Sinopec,
China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC),
and China National Offshore Qil Corporation
(CNOQC), worked to cultivate oil industry tal-
ent in Venezuela through an arrangement with
the Universidad Simén Bolivar's Confucius In-
stitute.® The Beijing-based China University of
Petroleum (CUP) is also active in LAC oil-pro-
ducing nations, in frequent collaboration with
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China's national oil companies. In 2016, CUP
partnered with Venezuelan national oil company
Petrdleos de Venezuela, S.A,, a key associate of
China's oil majors, to develop a master's pro-
gram focused on energy and petroleum indus-
try research.® In 2019, CUP partnered with the
Universidad Central de Ecuador and Ecuador’s
Universidad Catolica Santiago de Guayaquil to
establish exchange programs, including in pe-
troleum and chemical engineering. Representa-
tives from Sinopec, CNPC, and CNOOC took part
in those agreements.*

China's University of Petroleum also heads a
Worldwide Energy University Network, of which
the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro is a
member. During a 2019 visit by CUP to Brasil-
ia, the two universities agreed to collaborate
on deep-sea technology,’” ostensibly with Bra-
zil's pre-salt operations in mind. While in LAC
in 2019, CUP’'s Party Secretary met with Chi-
nese oil companies Andes Petroleum, Sinopec
Exploration and Development Ecuador, CNPC
International (Brazil), Sinopec Exploration and
Development Brazil, and CNOOC Brazil to dis-
cuss the “development of the local oil and gas
industry, corporate development needs, talent
training, and scientific research project coop-
eration.”*

China's major tech conglomerates and tech-
nical universities have also been active in the
LAC educational sector to develop local talent
and, presumably, in support of Minister of Edu-
cation Chen Baosheng's stated commitment to
strengthen "high-level international scientific
and technological exchanges and cooperation,
and build[ing] more and more practical global
scientific and technological open cooperation
platforms.”® Huawei's Seeds for the Future pro-
gram, which seeks to foster information and
communications technology (ICT) talent by car-
rying out training programs and exchanges and
building cohorts of experts, is among the more
prominent initiatives to build sector-specific
linkages with LAC publics.®® Beyond any inter-
est in building cutting-edge knowledge and en-
suring technology access overseas, these pro-
grams aim to win over the foreign ICT specialists
of the future by immersing them in China's tech-
nology ecosystem. The Seeds for the Future
program has been carried out virtually in every
country worldwide, with prominent examples in
Ecuador,’! Colombia,®* Mexico,% Ukraine,% and
the United States.®s After Colombia held the
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first Seeds for the Future program in LAC in late
2014, Huawei sponsored 22 faculty members
from six Colombian universities to spend two
weeks in China learning about Chinese culture
and tech development.¢

Chinese technology firm Alibaba’'s multiyear
outreach and training activity in LAC cultivates
relationships with small- and medium-sized en-
terprises that may eventually employ the com-
pany's e-commerce platform. This includes a
2019 agreement with the Guanajuato Foreign
Trade Promotion Coordinator to train e-com-
merce and other digital sales entrepreneurs.®’
The Mexico-based Atomic88-Alibaba Business
School also recently announced a partnership
with GINgroup—an enterprise conglomerate—
to promote and develop e-commerce skills
within Mexico. The GINgroup will train and cer-
tify 200 people in Alibaba’s Global eCommerce
Talent program. Alibaba has also noted its inter-
est in creating digital villages in all 32 Mexican
states to train 1,000 university students and
launch 50 micro-businesses in each village.®®

Other examples of institutional outreach in the
ICT sector are extensive and include Shenzhen
Institute of Information Technology's co-devel-
opment of a research center in Jamaica in 2020
to provide teacher training, skills training, and
skills appraisal for information technology pro-
grams in Jamaica's vocational colleges. The re-
search center aims to funnel talent to Jamaican
ICT industry enterprises.® In 2014, at the sixth
meeting of the China-Mexico Intergovernmen-
tal Standing Committee, China’s Optics Valley
Beidou signed an agreement with the Autono-
mous University of San Luis Potosi encouraging
cooperation in geospatial information, remote
sensing, satellite technology application, and
renewable energy.”® And as far back as 2012,
the Chilean Undersecretariat of Telecommuni-
cations and Huawei signed an agreement for
technology transfer and training on WCDMA
(Wideband Code Division Multiple Access), RAN
(Radio Access Network), HSPA (High-Speed
Packet Access), HSPA+, and LTE (4G) mobile
wireless technologies.”

In other cases, alliances have been forged in
sectors where China has maintained a consid-
erable physical footprint for many years. For
example, agriculture and mining are areas of
interest for numerous Chinese universities in
LAC. The China-Latin America Agricultural Ed-

ucation and Research Innovation Alliance was
conceived by the South China Agricultural Uni-
versity and co-developed by dozens of Chi-
nese and Latin American universities in 2020
(see Figure 5). The alliance describes itself as
promoting mutual benefits and seeks common
development in agricultural education and re-
search in China and Latin America through the
establishment of cooperation platforms and re-
source sharing. In addition to planning technical
trainings and exchanges, the center also pro-
motes joint scientific research on crop cultiva-
tion, horticulture, aquaculture, agricultural ma-
chinery, smart agriculture, facility agriculture,
new materials, energy resources, and ecology.”
Many other examples of agriculture-focused
partnership exist across the region, including
between Tianjin Agricultural University and Uni-
versidad de Caldas in Colombia,” South China
Agricultural University and Universidade Feder-
al de Santa Maria in Brazil,”* and the Academy
Of Tropical Agricultural Sciences Of China and
Universidad de Panama.”
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FIGURE 5. MEMBERS OF THE CHINA-LATIN AMERICA AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION AND RE-

SEARCH INNOVATION ALLIANCE

LAC Institutions

Universidad Nacional del Litoral Argentina
Universidad Nacional Arturo Jauretche, Argentina
Universidad de San Pablo-Tucuman, Argentina
Universidad Nacional del Sur, Argentina
Universidade Federal de Mato Grosso, Brazil
Universidade Federal de Santa Maria. Brazil
Universidad Mayor de San Simon Cochabamba,
Bolivia

Gabriel Rene Moreno Autonomous University, Santa Cruz, Bolivia
Universidad de la Frontera, Chile

Universidad Nacional de Colombia

Pontificia Universidad Javeriana, Bogota, Colombia
Universidad Pedagogica y Tecnoldgica de Colombia
Universidad Tadeo, Colombia

Universidad de Cérdoba, Colombia

Universitad del Atlantico, Colombia

Universidad del Quindio, Colombia

Universidad Manuela Beltran de Colombia
Universidad de Caldas, Colombia

Universidad del Tolima, Colombia

Universidad de Ibagué, Colombia

Universidad del Magdalena, Colombia

Universidad de Valle, Colombia

Universidad EAFIT, Colombia

Universidad para la Cooperacion Internacional, Costa Rica
Universidad Nacional de Costa Rica

Instituto Dominicano de Investigacidnes
Agropecuarias y Forestales, Dominican Republic

Escuela Superior Politécnica Agropecuaria de Manabi, Ecuador
Universidad Anadhuac Cancun, Mexico

Universidad Auténoma Chapingo, Mexico

Universidad de Guadalajara, Mexico

Universidad de Panama (Coleo Campus)

Universidad Agraria la Molina Lima, Peru

Universidad de la Republica, Uruguay

Universidad Nacional experimental Simén Rodriguez, Venezuela

Universidad de Investigacion y Desarrollo, Bucaramanga, Colombia

Chinese Institutions

South China Agricultural University (lead)
Northwest Agricultural and Forestry University
Chinese Academy of Tropical Agriculture
Huazhong Agricultural University

Sun Yat-Sen University

Jiangsu Academy of Agricultural Sciences

Guangdong Ocean University

Zhongkai University of Agriculture
Fujian Agriculture and Forestry University
China Agricultural University

China Academy of Agricultural Sciences

Source: China-Latin America Agricultural Education and Research Innovation Alliance website, https://claeria.scau.edu.cn/jj/list.htm
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Mining has also been an area of focus in the
LAC region. In Peru, where China has numerous
mining investments, a 2010 agreement between
Peru’s Universidad Nacional de Ingenieria and
the China University of Geosciences sought
collaboration to develop mineral resources and
scientific and technological research projects.”
In April 2021, Chinese mining company Zijin
funded five Fujian university scholarships for
students from the Universidad de Antioquia in
Colombia.”” In October 2020, Zijin inaugurated
the Buritica gold mine, located in Colombia’s
Antioquia Department, which it acquired in
March 2020 from Canadian mining firm Conti-
nental Gold.”

Strategic Interests

Partnerships are also evident in areas of possi-
ble geostrategic significance to China. For ex-
ample, there are recorded exchanges between
the University of Chile and the Chinese Acad-
emy of Sciences on astronomy, with Chinese
partners indicating their interest in deepening
the relationship.” China has been interested
in space-related collaborations with Chile and
Argentina for years. The location of these two
countries can give China critical access to cov-
erage of the southern polar region. As China-LAC
relations expert Evan Ellis noted, the first sig-
nificant manifestation of joint China-Argenti-
na satellite tracking collaboration was a 2005
agreement between the China National Astro-
nomical Observatories, China National Acade-
my of Sciences, and the San Juan University in
Argentina to construct a satellite laser-ranging
facility.® China and Argentina have since col-
laborated on establishing satellite coverage in
southern Argentina. Space cooperation in LAC
has been of interest to China both as a form of
diplomacy, with commercial (e.g., tech exports)
interests in mind, and as Beijing expands its ac-
tivities in outer space.

The China-Panama Maritime Scholarship pro-
gram also possibly aligns with China’s strategic
interests in Panama, where China has for many
years sought to engage with Panama Canal
commerce and operations. The program allows
up to eight students from Panama to study at
Dalian Maritime University.8! Also, in August
2019, the Universidad Maritima Internacional
de Panama (UMIP) signed an MOU with the Chi-
na QOceanic Development Foundation and the
First Institute of Oceanography of China’'s Min-

istry of Natural Resources. According to UMIP,
the purpose of the agreement was to “estab-
lish a collaborative relationship in scientific and
research issues and technologies, with the aim
of improving academic performance and collab-
oration in Marine Spatial Planning and related
areas.”®? Panama's unique pasition as the stew-
ard of the Panama Canal imparts strategic and
commercial importance to these arrangements.

Hebei International Studies University's 2020
agreement with seven universities in Cuba
also bears strategic significance, advancing
long-standing China-Cuba cooperation in tech-
nology and communications. The agreement in-
cluded the creation of the International Friend-
ship Hospital and the International Institute of
Research in Artificial Intelligence. The latter was
launched in collaboration with Cuba s University
of Camaguey to conduct medical research with
Cuban specialists and develop technical solu-
tions in biotechnology, biomedicine, and smart
cities.®® The institute will also host research lab-
oratories focused on artificial intelligence, big
data, the internet of things, blockchain, cloud
computing, and software development. It will
additionally provide a graduate degree option
in Applied Informatics, and—although based
in Shijiazhuang, China—will be run by artificial
intelligence (Al) specialist and University of Ca-
maguey Director of International Relations, Yaile
Caballero.® The International Friendship Hospi-
tal—a collaboration between HSFU and Cuba's
Camaguey Medical University, Holguin Medical
University, National School of Public Health,
Santiago Medical University, Medical Universi-
ty of Havana, and Latin American Medical Col-
lege—aims to focus on integrating Al and other
technology innovations with public health.®

The China-Latin America High-Level Academic
Forum, a key component of the China-CELAC
Forum, has been used to convey key elements
of China's evolving policy toward the region. For
many years the forum has brought together top
experts on China-Latin America relations, high-
lighting issues, topics, and concepts upheld in
China's foreign policy toward the region. First
established in 2012 by Sao Paulo state, CASS,
and the China Social Sciences Press, the forum
has since developed into an annual and geo-
graphically wide-reaching event. Areas of fo-
cus have included urbanization (2013), mutual
understanding (2014), constructing a common
destiny (2015), building strategic confidence
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(2016), structural transformation (2017), a new
era of globalization (2018), and perspectives
on China-Latin America relations amid region-
al and global transformations (2019). Partici-
pants included representatives from CASS ILAS,
Shanghai University, Nankai University, Hubei
University, the Universidade Estadual Paulista,
the Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais, the
Universidad del Pacifico, the Universidad An-
drés Bello, the Universidad Nacional de Cordo-
ba, the United Nations Economic Commission
for Latin America and the Caribbean, and repre-
sentatives from Confucius Institutes. The 2020
Forum was hosted online by the Universidad de
Santiago de Chile.®

Educational partnerships have also featured as
part of China’s COVID-19 vaccine diplomacy in
LAC over the past two years. In June 2020, Pon-
tificia Universidad Catolica de Chile signed an
MOU with Sinovac Biotech Ltd. to evaluate and
validate the company’s vaccine. At the signing,
the university's rector, Ignacio Sanchez, ex-
plained, “we need collaboration to face chal-
lenges that require solutions that can reach the
entire population.”®” Other medical and pharma-
ceutical cooperation predated the pandemic. In
July 2019, the Universidad de Chile signed a col-
laboration agreement with China Pharmaceuti-
cal University to provide academic exchange
opportunities for postgraduate students and
interns.®® An MOU was signed between the Uni-
versidad Auténoma de Yucatan and Guangdong
Pharmaceuticals University in September 2016
to facilitate faculty and student exchanges and
promote traditional Chinese medicine.® A focus
on Chinese traditional medicine is also evident
in some of China’s educational partnerships in
LAC. In May 2021, the Universidade Estadual
de Montes Claros in Brazil signed a coopera-
tion agreement with the Nanjing University of
Chinese Medicine to promote studies on tra-
ditional medicine in the post-pandemic era.”®
The University of Suriname and Jinan University
also plan to cooperate on herbal medicine re-
search’!

Medical partnerships are potentially supportive
of China's interest in developing world-class
and globally-recognized capabilities in medical
sciences and technologies while also serving as
a platform for enhanced global health cooper-
ation. As Central Party School Researcher Zhao
Lei said in an October 2020 Guangming Daily
article, China will likely focus in the next few
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years on developing internationally competitive
centers and think tanks in the field of biosafety
and public health cooperation while also pro-
moting Chinese traditional medicine and other
solutions in BRI countries.*?

Competition with Taiwan has also shaped Chi-
na's educational outreach in LAC. As previously
noted, scholarship, donations to educational
institutions or other academic sector benefits
are generally part of China's offerings in ex-
change for diplomatic recognition. China prom-
ised scholarships to Salvadoran students after
El Salvador cut ties to Taiwan in 2018, Media
there reported that qualified Salvadoran stu-
dents would receive funding for tuition, accom-
modation, basic expenses, life insurance, and
airfare.”® Qutreach is also occasionally evident
in countries that maintain diplomatic ties to
Taiwan. In July 2019, the rector of the National
Autonomous University of Honduras, Francisco
Herrera Alvarado, and the vice-rector for In-
ternational Relations, Julio Raudales, received
a delegation of officials from the Foreign Af-
fairs Office of Jiangsu Province. According to
the Chinese delegation, the visit was “aimed at
strengthening ties of friendship and collabora-
tion with Honduras."*

Also of note are occasional efforts to generate
relations among Chinese and LAC defense uni-
versities, Mexico’'s defense secretary and sec-
retary of the Navy traveled to China in 2016 to
sign an MOU for academic cooperation between
the National Defense University of China and
the National Defense College of Mexico, and to
consider increasing bilateral defense relations
and cooperation in UN peacekeeping opera-
tions.»

DECENTRALIZED DIPLOMACY

China has employed a notably decentralized
approach to educational partnership develop-
ment in LAC and other regions to ensure that
partnerships meet the specific needs of educa-
tional institutions, better support the interests
of Chinese companies, and broaden the scope
of China’s educational diplomacy. As stipulat-
ed by the Education Action Plan for the Belt and
Road Initiative, Chinese provinces and even
cities are expected to carry out overseas part-

14



nership development, striving to align interests
among their universities and businesses.’

China’s Guizhou province and Argentina’s Jujuy
province were remarkably successful at align-
ing commercial and educational interests in
pursuit of commercial and diplomatic interests.
After Guizhou and Jujuy established a sister
provinces relationship in 2017, Jujuy's secre-
tary of modernization and a delegation of tech
entrepreneurs were invited to Guizhou to con-
sider opportunities for cooperation in big da-
ta.”” The delegation visited the Guiyang Big Data
Exchange during the trip to study Guizhou's big
data trading model. Jujuy representatives also
met with big data companies in the province,
such as Yunshang Guizhou, Langma Informa-
tion, Digital China, and Truck Gang, and with the
University of Guizhou and the Guizhou Institute
of Technology.®® Big data scholarships for Jujuy
students were later established to promote ex-
changes of technological know-how in the in-
dustry. Chinese tech giant Alibaba, which signed
a framework agreement on cloud computing
and big data with the government of Guizhou
province in 2014, also offered to open a perma-
nent office in Guizhou to facilitate knowledge
transfer on big data issues between the two
governments.”

Both the Henan province in China and the gov-
ernment of the Coquimbo region in Chile pro-
moted cooperation to develop the region’s min-
ing sector, including mining-related educational
partnerships. During a trip to China in 2007,
the Coquimbo government expressed interest
in scientific cooperation to bolster the produc-
tivity of mining small and medium-sized enter-
prises in Coquimbo, discussing the possibility
with Chinese companies, research institutes,
and metals importers.'® As a result, Coquimbo’s
La Serena University agreed to work with the
Henan Bureau of Nonferrous Resources, Geol-
ogy, and Minerals to explore the region’s Las
Nipas mineral deposits.'! The Coquimbo gov-
ernment’s second trip to China resulted in sign-
ing a “twinning” agreement with Henan to foster
interregional cooperation in mining, agriculture,
education, science and technology, and cul-
ture.!®2 On this visit, La Serena University signed
an agreement with Henan Polytechnic Universi-
ty, promoting educational exchanges and joint
research. La Serena also developed linkages to
Henan's Foreign Affairs Office and the Ministry
of Education.!®

Some of China’s provincial outreach is focused
on building mostly diplomatic—rather than
commercial—ties. One example is the Univer-
sidad ORT Uruguay and Lanzhou Jiaotong Uni-
versity's cooperation on sports, culture, and
society, which stemmed from a broader Gansu
Province-Uruguay relationship.!® The Ministry
of Education of Shandong province was inte-
gral to establishing initial relations with the
Universidad Nacional Arturo Jauretche in Bue-
nos Aires, Argentina, which later supported the
development of a Center for Argentine Studies
within CASS ILAS.!% Chinese city Tianjin's Luban
workshops are also upheld as an effective form
of diplomatic outreach.!®® The workshops, de-
signed to enhance collaboration among voca-
tional schools worldwide in support of the BRI,
have yet to expand to LAC but have been held in
Britain, India, Indonesia, Thailand, and parts of
Africa. Tianjin anticipates holding these work-
shops in LAC in the coming years.!%

In some instances, numerous Chinese actors—
whether from the central government, provinc-
es, academia, or the commercial realm—con-
verge on a specific sector and are successful
in forging ties but without clear evidence of co-
ordination in support of presumed common ob-
jectives. This is true of China's experience in Ju-
juy’s lithium industry. China’s engagement with
the sector dated back to a 2010 MOU signed
by Argentina’s Geological Mining Service (Sege-
mar) and the China Geological Service (CGS)
to promote scientific exchange through joint
research opportunities and capacity-building
workshops.!'® Through this partnership, CGS,
Segemar, and the National University of Jujuy
began conducting geological studies in Sep-
tember 2017 to evaluate the industrial poten-
tial of Jujuy’s salt flats.!® Perhaps prompted by
historical collaboration in the sector, or based
on the companies’ outreach, then-Argentine
President Mauricio Macri and Jujuy Governor
Gerardo Morales met with China's Tiangi Lithium
and Ganfeng Lithium in 2017 to discuss a US$1
billion investment in the sector. Through several
transactions, Ganfeng Lithium eventually ac-
quired a controlling share of Minera Exar, which
held the rights to lithium production in the salt
flats in Cauchari and Olaroz.'"® The Caucha-
ri-Olaroz project is expected to start production
in mid-2022, producing 40,000 tons per year of
battery-quality lithium carbonate.'!!
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THE IMPLICATIONS OF CHINA'S
EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH IN
LAC

Despite China's considerable efforts to expand
educational ties with the LAC region, more work
remains to bring China-LAC academic linkages
on par with Chinese educational engagement in
other regions. According to estimates from the
Chinese Ministry of Education, the Latin Amer-
ican region still sends the fewest overall stu-
dents to China. In 2018, approximately 6,000
Latin American students studied across China
compared to 80,000 African students that year.

Additionally, effective collaboration between
China and Latin America is most often limited
to those elements of Latin American universi-
ties or government ministries specifically dedi-
cated to diplomacy with Asia. Chinese universi-
ties of international prestige, such as Tsinghua
University in Beijing, are still largely unknown
to the university sector in Latin America, ac-
cording to Schwarzman Scholars Outreach and
Selection Officer Federico Menino. Additional-
ly, as Menino notes, universities, governments,
companies, and youth organizations in Latin
America have not yet successfully exploited the
immense strategic potential of long-term aca-
demic initiatives with global impact, such as the
Schwarzman Scholars scholarship program.!

The extent of China's soft power and other gains
depends on the strength of its wide-ranging
partnerships and the effectiveness and qual-
ity of exchange programs and other offerings.
China's relatively decentralized approach to
educational outreach has led to a considerable
degree of diversity in China’s partnerships, as
Chinese provinces, cities, and universities seek
to either highlight their strengths or address
their weaknesses in partnership with LAC insti-
tutions. The quality of these ties undoubtedly
varies on an institutional basis, depending on
the availability of resources, levels of commit-
ment among partner institutions, and manage-
ment of these programs—an area where China
has signaled some challenges. As a result, there
is likely some considerable variation in the ex-
tent to which China’s international educational
ties are advancing Chinese and LAC education-
al, diplomatic, and other objectives.
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Still, if implemented successfully, China’s dual
(domestic/overseas) international education
strategy will continue to position China to com-
pete more effectively in international relations
and other disciplines, as Vice Minister of Edu-
cation Hao Ping predicted more than a decade
ago,' while also potentially deepening China’s
diplomatic linkages and avenues for influence.
Indeed, in addition to positioning itself as a
dominant player in the economic, technology,
and military fields, China is also competing to be
a central player in the global knowledge econ-
omy, alongside traditional powers such as the
United States, Japan, and European nations”!!
As Evan Ellis has noted, even though the num-
ber of China studies programs in the region is
still relatively small, these programs “reflect a
significant rearientation in the intellectual focus
of the region, which, in turn, feeds the ongoing
process of growing intellectual awareness of,
and attention to, China. This has the potential to
further accelerate economic and other bonds,
whether forged by Chinese or LAC actors.!t

As it stands, many Latin Americans educated in
China are now in positions of authority in their
respective countries and, in some cases, are
responsible for forging ties with China or Asia
more broadly. Indeed, after many years of Chi-
na-LAC student mobility, administrators and of-
ficials on both sides have sought to reinforce
the knowledge gains and people-to-people
linkages cultivated by China-LAC educational
exchange. Under the slogan "Re-encounter with
the Chinese Culture,” the Cultural Office of the
Chinese Embassy in Argentina and the Argen-
tina-China Alumni Association has held annual
conferences for returned Argentine scholarship
recipients.''® And Jinan University established
its own Latin American Alumni Association
during a ceremony at the Universidad de Piura
in Peru in September 2019.'7

Furthermore, China’s commitment to collabora-
tion in key fields will undoubtedly fortify some
institutional and bilateral ties, including in areas
of strategic interest to the United States. Ed-
ucational programming backed by China’s tech
companies is training future generations of
Latin Americans on Chinese technologies and
standards. The research centers that China es-
tablished amid the COVID-19 pandemic will be
important vehicles for collaboration in the med-
ical sciences post-pandemic. The strengthen-
ing of educational exchanges between China
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and foreign countries might also promote “re-
form in the global education governance sys-
tem,” as Chen Baosheng suggested in October
2020, supporting China's broader interest in
standards-setting across industries and disci-
plines, '8

As China's educational outreach expands, and
amid growing concerns about China's compet-
itiveness in LAC—whether in the tech realm,
resource sector investment, or infrastructure
finance and development—it is increasingly
critical that United States and other LAC part-
ner nations fortify long-established educational
linkages, ensuring avenues for productive ed-
ucational and commercial cooperation, and in
support of shared values and sustainable re-
gional development.
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APPENDIX 1. CHINA'S LATIN
AMERICAN STUDIES CENTERS

Host Institution Name

Institution Name

Location

Hebei University

Center for Latin America Studies*

Baoding, Hebei

CORT-FEIR 2 [F XA FE Hht )

GRIAER %) ChESERE T L)
Beijing Foreign Studies University Center for Latin America Studies* Beijing
ClesesbEE k%) CHIZETFFEL)
Beijing Foreign Studies University Mexican Studies Center Beijing
HEsAMEE R (UNAM-ZJ6 BRI L)
Beijing International Studies University Peru Research Center Beijing
b3 — A R ) R SCARBIF FE 0
Beijing Jiaotong University (Jb5i32iE K5%) Uruguayan Studies Center* (4 =ERfF5EH1L) Beijing
Beijing Language and Culture University Latin American Language and Culture Center Beijing
E3ES K5 (hr 3T 5 3t
Beijing Normal University BRICS Cooperation Center Beijing
HEFRR ) Gt E X GERO)
Capital Normal University Institute for the Comparative Study of Ancient Chi- Beijing
CEHRITE R ) nese and Latin American Civilizations*
CHE S T S o ARSI B et 78 BT
China Foreign Affairs University Center for Latin America Studies* Beijing
(HN3E2ERE) (RLEm )
China Institutes of Contemporary Internation- Institute for Latin American Studies Beijing
al Relations CRLSRBFCRT
Crpr [ AR e o6 R0 7Bt )
China University of Political Science and Law Latin American and Caribbean Legal and Public Beijing
CHEBUERF) Policy Center*
CRESEANN ) b X AT A LB )
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Institute of Latin American Studies Beijing
(P E AR R Chr T S0 T
Peking University Brazilian Culture Center Beijing
ExTRE) (P
Peking University Latin America Research Center* Beijing
AR Chr T SEMBFFE 0D
Renmin University of China Latin America Research Center Beijing
CREANRKS) Ch TSR FE L)
Tsinghua University Center for China-Latin America Management Studies Beijing
GHEHER) CHp B = T SN BRI 5T 0D
University of International Business and Center for Latin America Studies* Beijing
Economics CRLSER T
(X HMA TR 5 KD
University of International Business and Center for the Study of Lusophone Countries* Beijing
Economics o 60 5 [ R 9 )
(AT R 5 K5
University of International Business and Pacific Alliance Research Center* Beijing

Economics
(W ANEBEER 5 K2
Jilin University Center for Iberoamerican Studies* Changchun, Jilin
CHMRF) CHPF B S 26 P 58 0D
Changzhou University Latin America Research Center* Changzhou, Jiangsu
CHMIRE Ch TSR T L)
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Sichuan University

Institute of Latin American Studies*

Chengdu, Sichuan

(W NIR) Chr T St R AT
Chongging University of Science and Tech- Mexican and Latin American Studies Center* Chongging
no'ogy (%@%&ﬁT%y‘l‘lﬁﬁ*‘&‘)
CE B
Sichuan International Studies University Center for Latin America Studies * Chongging
CHY ISR ETE R (RIRBF T
Sichuan International Studies University Institute for BRICS Studies* Chongging
P14 E R it [E X e )

Dalian University of Foreign Languages

Center for the Study of Andean Countries*

Dalian, Liaoning

CREEANETE R (22 55 30 [ 5 7 vh D)
Fujian Normal University American History Institute* Fuzhou, Fujian
R R ITYE R R TR
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies Latin America Research Center* Guangzhou, Guang-
(J"RIMBANARED CRE T RPN FE ) dong
Guangdong University of Technology BRICS Research Center* Guangzhou, Guang-
Jinan University Center for Latin America Studies Guangzhou, Guang-
CRERG R (R ZERT L) dong
Zhejiang International Studies University Institute of Latin American Studies* Hangzhou, Zhejiang
CHFTT A E 7527 B ) Chr T SN AT
Anhui University Institute of Latin American Studies* Hefei, Anhui
(RIS Chz T S0 AL BT
City University of Macau Institute for Research on Portuguese-Speaking Macau
GRITIIR TR Countries
G E X R
Southwest University of Science and Tech- Institute of Latin American Studies* Mianyang, Sichuan
. — Ch3ERHEBE)
(PR AR )
Nanjing Agricultural University Center for American Studies* Nanjing, Jiangsu
(R A R MBI
Nanjing University, Jinling College Center for Latin America Studies* Nanjing, Jiangsu
(R RE R 2R (Rt
Qingdao University Latin America Center Qingdao, Shandong
GEBRF) CRE T PN FT 0D
Hebei Institute of International Business and Bolivian Studies Center* Qinhuangdao, Hebei
Economics CHER A EATF 72 00
GATAEx] 7h2 SLHRN Y 27 B )
East China Normal University Latin American and Intercultural Studies Center* Shanghai
CHERITRR ) (hrse 585 A b))
Fudan University Center for BRICS Studies Shanghai
(HEHR%) % B Z 0t 9 0D
Fudan University Fudan-Latin America University Consortium Shanghai
(B HR%) (B H R0 REIRD
Fudan University Fudan-Tecnologico de Monterrey Research Center Shanghai
(HERF for Studies on China and Latin America
(B E-ZRrE R E R e o )
Shanghai Institutes for International Studies Center for American Studies Shanghai
(L e [ ] RHF 57 5 ) CEMBEFT L)
Shanghai International Studies University Brazilian Studies Center* Shanghai
CEEAMETE R CEEPERT T )
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*Unofficial Translation

Source: Margaret Myers, Ricardo Barrios, and Cunhai Guo, “Learning Latin America: China’s Strategy for Area Studies Development,”

Inter-American Dialogue, June 2018,

20



END NOTES

1. Yongkui Wang, "A Textual Examination of the ‘'Third World' and ‘Three Worlds' Formulations and their
Implications” €25 =t 7t 5 = A A% Kk LAY, CPC News, August 16, 2011, http://dangshi.
people.com.cn/GB/138903/138911/15426187.html.

2. “China’s education goes international from 2016 to 2020," Xinhua, December 22, 2020, http://www,
xinhuanet.com/english/2020-12/23/c_139611486.htm.,

3. Gang Zhu, Guoxing Xu, Yujuan Li, and Boyin Chen, “Typology of OECD’s Global Educational Gover-
nance and Its Policy Effect” in The OECD'’s Historical Rise in Education: The Formation of a Global Gov-
erning Complex, ed. Christian Ydesen (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2019).

4, Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China, “Opinions of the Ministry of Education on
Strengthening Educational Scientific Research in the New Era,"{Z & 3 5< T hnsa ¥ AR E B 240 78 L
YRR ILY, October 30, 2019, http://www.moe.gov.cn/srcsite/A02/s7049/201911/t20191107_407332,
html.

5. “Autoridad Maritima De Panama Otorga 8 Becas Para Estudiar Logistica En China,” Zonalogistica,
May 6, 2021, https://zonalogistica.com/autoridad-maritima-de-panama-otorga-8-becas-para-estudi-
ar-logistica-en-china/.

6. Margaret Myers, "Going Local: An Assessment of China’s Administrative-Level Activity in Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean,” The Dialogue, Steven J. Green School of International and Public Affairs, Florida
International University, December 2020, https://www.thedialogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/
Going-Local-Chinas-Administrative-Level-Activity-in-LAC.pdf.

7. https://news.gmw.cn/2020-01/06/content_33456685.htm.

8. Margaret Myers, Ricardo Barrios, and Cunhai Guo,” “Learning Latin America: China's Strategy for Area
Studies Development,” Inter-American Dialogue, June 2018, https://www.thedialogue.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/06/Dialogue-Area-Studies-Report.pdf,

9. Margaret Myers, Ricardo Barrios, and Cunhai Guo,” “Learning Latin America: China's Strategy for Area
Studies Development,” Inter-American Dialogue, June 2018, https://www.thedialogue.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/06/Dialogue-Area-Studies-Report.pdf,

10. Margaret Myers, Ricardo Barrios, and Cunhai Guo,” “Learning Latin America: China's Strategy
for Area Studies Development,” Inter-American Dialogue, June 2018, https://www.thedialogue.org/
wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Dialogue-Area-Studies-Report.pdf.

11. https://www.sinoss.net/2020/0827/97404.html,

12. W. Andy Knight, “Witness to a Historic Moment,” UWI Today, March 2014, https://sta.uwi.edu/uwito-
day/archive/march_2014/article7.asp.

13. Rasheed Griffith, “Caribbean Risks and Countermeasures,” China in the Caribbean Blog, Substack,
March 28, 2021, https://chinacaribbean.substack.com/p/caribbean-risks-and-chinese-countermea-
sures.

14, Beijing International Studies University, “Latin American Cultural Studies: Introduction to the
China-Peru Center” i T SEM AL 5T B — A& R0 5 /1), No Date, http://bilu.bisu.edu.cn/col/
col4362/index.html,

15, Wilson Khaor, “Tsinghua University Latin America Center inaugurated in Chile,” October 2021, https://
goglobal.tsinghua.edu.cn/en/news/news.en/V4DumzZnZF,

16. Fudan-Latin America University Consortium home page, https://flauc.fudan.edu.cn/.

21



Making the Grade: What's Motivating China’s Educational Outreach in LAC?

17. Florida International University, “Spanish: FIU - Qingdao U Program / iz & K2 ) 5] ik 3R E ik 2
Lk [ b R 22T HE 1B Lk 2%+ https://dilLfiu.edu/languages/spanish-fiu-gingdao-program/.

18. "China’s Education Goes International from 2016 to 2020,” Xinhua, December 23, 2020, http://
www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-12/23/c_139611486.htm.

19. Recently released Ministry of Education documents indicate that China's government and its
educational institutions will continue to prioritize resident expertise in area studies, including through
the development of enhanced educational linkages with LAC. In its Notice on the Publication of the
Ministry’s 2019 Work Points (28 #8 N\ 537 5= T B & 20194 T/F % 55 /38 40), China’s Ministry of Educa-
tion wrote that “giving full play to the role of think tanks, such as area studies centers in universities”
was among its main priorities for the year, as part of a broader effort to develop a “talent system with
global competitiveness.” The Ministry's Opinion on Strengthening Educational Scientific Research Work
in the New Era (& & T it Q2 A 201 72 TAERIE ML) and Notice on the Initiation of Applications
for the 2020 Area Studies Research Projects of the Ministry of Education (3T J& 2l R 20 & 0 = s [ )
FNIX S0 7020204 BE R H 3@ %1) additionally supported the continued development of area studies
centers, in addition to other forms global educational outreach.

20. Educational exchanges and cooperation between Guangdong Province and Latin American coun-
tries,”

R HRA i E R HE LM A ERH TR, Southern Net, September 27, 2016, http://newscenter.southen.
com/n/2016-09/27/content_156576592.htm.

21. "El Conicet y La Academia China De Ciencias Acuerdan La Creacién De Un Centro Conjunto De
Ciencia y Tecnologia,” CONICET, https://www.conicet.gov.ar/argentina-y-china-fortalecen-lazos-en-ma-
teria-cientifica./

22. Interview under the condition of anonymity, October 22, 2021,

23. Angelina Maksimova, “"Soft Power as a Policy Rationale for International Education in China,” Ob-
servatorio de Politica China [OPCh], March 4, 2021, https://politica-china.org/areas/politica-exterior/
soft-power-as-a-policy-rationale-for-international-education-in-china.

24, Wen Wen, “Inbound International Student Policies in China: A Historical Perspective,” Asian Educa-
tion and Development Studies, 2018, https://www.researchgate.net/publication/323378218_Inbound_
International_Student_Policies_in_China_A_Historical_Perspective.

25, "Educacion Superior y Soft Power: ;Por Qué No Hay Mas Latinos Estudiando En China?” Red China y
América Latina, accessed March 2, 2022, https://chinayamericalatina.com/educacion-superior-y-soft-
power-por-qgue-no-hay-mas-latinos-estudiando-en-china/.

26. Lijie Li, “Stages and Characteristics of the Development in Chinese International Student Educa-
tion Over a 70-Year Period” €70 43Rk FEBUE MR EDIFE S5 EARED) |, Journal of International
Students (2020) Volume 10 Issue S.

27. Wen Wen, “Inbound International Student Policies in China: A Historical Perspective.”
28. http://www.moe.gov.cn/jyb_xwfb/gzdt_gzdt/s5987/201904/t20190412_377692.html.

29, Christine Han and Yaobin Tong, “Students at the Nexus Between the Chinese Diaspora and Inter-
nationalisation of Higher Education: The Role of Overseas Students in China's Strategy of Soft Power,”
British Journal of Educational Studies (June 18, 2021), https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/0
0071005.2021.1935446.

30. Interview under the condition of anonymity, October 22, 2021,

22



31. “Plan Educativo Entre el Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores de la Republica Dominicanay el
Ministerio de Educacion de la Republica China para los Afios 2018-2023,” November 2, 2018, https://
www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&g=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjnqOnAk__yAhX-MIk-
FHQ_yBiUQFnoECAIQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fembajadardchina.gob.do%2Findex.php%2Fes%2Frela-
ciones-bilaterales-m%2Facuerdos-y-tratados%2Fitem%2Fdownload%2F210_3a858d612f207d74dc-
26b43c62b7968d&usg=A0vVaw3EC4AByabSE_RECVualaZM.

32. The Belt and Road University-Enterprise Alliance for Talent Development was established in July
2017 by the Ministry of Education-supported China Campus Network, the China-ASEAN Education and
Training Alliance, and several Chinese enterprises.

33.Jun Yang and Xiaoming Zhang, “Alliance opens doors for Mexican students in China,” China Daily,
July 30, 2019, http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/global/2019-07/30/content_37496606.htm.

34, http://www.chinacelacforum.org/eng/zywj_3/t1230944.htm.

35. Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the People’s Republic of China, “China-CELAC Joint Action Plan
for Cooperation in Key Areas (2022-2024), December 7, 2021, https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/
wjbxw/202112/t20211207_10463459.html,

36. Yandong Liu, “Liu Yandong Emphasizes: Make Great Efforts to Create a New Situation in the Scien-
tific Development of Education” XIZE R 5R1H: 25 F1HFCIEE F R R EH /) | Xinhua, January 25,
2011, http://www.gov.cn/ldhd/2011-01/25/ content_1792264.htm.,

37. Ministry of Education, The People’s Republic of China, “Statistical report on internation-
al students in China for 2018," April 17, 2019, http://en.moe.gov.cn/documents/reports/201904/
t20190418_378692.html,

38. Benjamin Creutzfeldt, “A recent series of conferences demonstrates that China is getting serious
about Latin America,” Global Americans, November 20, 2017, https://theglobalamericans.org/2017/11/
recent-series-conferences-demonstrates-china-getting-serious-latin-america/.

39. “Educacion Superior y Soft Power: ;Por Qué No Hay Mas Latinos Estudiando En China?” Red China
y América Latina.

40, Sam Geall and Robert Soutar, “Chinese Media and Latin America: ‘Borrowing a Boat' to Set Sail,"
China Brief 18(12), The Jamestown Foundation, July 10, 2018,https://jamestown.org/program/chinese-
media-and-latin-america-borrowing-a-boat-to-set-sail/.

41, Plan de Accion Conjunta Entre el Gobierno de La Republica Argentina y el Gobierno de La Republi-
ca Popular China (2019-2023), https://www.chinaenamericalatina.info/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/
Plan-de-acci%C3%B3n-conjunta.pdf.

42, Plan Educativo Entre el Ministerio De Relaciones Exteriores de La Republica Dominicana y el Minis-
terio de Educacion de la Republica Popular China Para los Afios 2018 -2023.

43, "New Chinese Double First Class University Plan Released,” The Chinese Double First Class Univer-
sity Plan, accessed March 2, 2022, https://cwauthors.com/article/double-first-class-list.

44, "New Chinese Double First Class University Plan Released,” The Chinese Double First Class Univer-
sity Plan. China had previously launched two other plans—Project 211 and Project 985—to strengthen
and “to establish world-class universities in the 21st century.”

45, In 2019, the Ministry of Education’s Opinion on Strengthening Educational Scientific Research
Work in the New EraZ 8 #5 T a5 i A 208 B0 98 TAER) & W )called on Chinese educational
institutions “to enhance international influence” through the “improvement of the quality and ser-
vice level of education and scientific research, http://www.moe.gov.cn/srcsite/A02/s7049/201911/
t20191107_407332.html.

23



Making the Grade: What's Motivating China’s Educational Outreach in LAC?

46. The People’'s Government of Beijing Municipality, “Administrative Measures for the Enrollment and
Cultivation of International Students by Schools,” July 8, 2020, http://english.beijing.gov.cn/govern-
ment/lawsandpolicies/202007/t20200708_1942364.html.

47, Jing Qi, "How China Has Been Transforming International Education to Become a Leading Host of
Students,” The Conversation, May 12, 2021, https://theconversation.com/how-china-has-been-trans-
forming-international-education-to-become-a-leading-host-of-students-157241,

48, Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China, “Opinions of the Ministry of Education on
Strengthening Educational Scientific Research in the New Era,"{Z & 35 T hnss i i AR EE B #0178 L
fERE L), October 30, 2019, http://www.moe.gov.cn/srcsite/A02/s7049/201911/t20191107_407332.
html.

49, Ana Ferraz, “Chinese School in Rio Signals Soft Power Push from Beijing,” The Brazilian Report, June
27,2021, https://brazilian.report/society/2021/06/27/chinese-school-rio/.

50. Jiangsu University, “JSU Signs an Agreement of Cooperation with UWI and GIST” January 13, 2017,
https://eng.ujs.edu.cn/info/1052/1168.htm.,

51. Noam Lupu, Mariana Rodriguez, and Elizabeth J. Zechmeister (Eds.) 2021. Pulse of Democracy.
Nashville, TN: LAPOP. https://www.vanderbilt.edu/lapop/ab2021/2021_LAPOP_AmericasBarome-
ter_2021_Pulse_of_Democracy.pdf.

52. Milagros Juarez, “ESAN firma convenio de intercambio con la School of Management de Fudan
University de China,” Pert Responsable, October 3, 2017, https://peruresponsableblog.wordpress.
com/2017/10/03/esan-firma-convenio-de-intercambio-con-la-school-of-management-de-fu-
dan-university-de-china/.

53. Government of Mexico, “Investigadores de China interesados en desarrollar trabajos de colabo-
racion con el Cimav,” CIMAV, 2017, https://cimav.edu.mx/2017/01/investigadores-de-china-interesa-
dos-en-colaborar-con-cimav/.

54, Page accessible at https://www.cczu.edu.cn/2016/1222/c10356a149970/page.htm with university
account,

55, China University of Petroleum, “Shida signed a cooperation agreement with Venezuela's oil com-
pany"{A K5 Z W Em b AT A 72 & A EP) November 4, 2016, https://www.cup.edu.cn/news/
zhxw/137768.htm.

56. China University of Petroleum, "Party Secretary Shan Honghong led a team to visit universities, oil
companies and embassies and consulates in Brazil and Ecuador,” €5 Z& 51 th 2L 2037 BA G IRl 2 7 . JE /I
ZIRER S AL 5 £ 4TEY, December 26, 2019, https://www.cup.edu.cn/news/sx/9336863.htm.

57. China University of Petroleum, “Party Secretary Shan Honghong led a team to visit universities, oil
companies and embassies and consulates in Brazil and Ecuador,” 3% &R0 (L 204V R E P, JER
ZIRERE. Ak 541 Y, December 26, 2019, https://www.cup.edu.cn/news/sx/9336863.htm,

58. China University of Petroleum, “Party Secretary Shan Honghong led a team to visit universities, oil
companies and embassies and consulates in Brazil and Ecuador,” {35 & Bid il A ErE . JE/K
ZIRmERE. Ak 51E451EY, December 26, 2019, https://www.cup.edu.cn/news/sx/9336863.htm,

59, “Minister of Education Chen Baosheng: Strive to build a new highland for education opening to the
outside world,” (B HHKIRFEL: F IIFTIEEE MM =), Xinhua, October 21, 2020, http://
www.xinhuanet.com/2020-10/21/c_1126640163.htm.

60. “Desarrollo De Talento Tic,” Huawei, accessed March 01, 2022, https://semillasdelfuturo.com.co/.

61. Huawei web site, “Seeds for the Future,” https://www.huawei.com/minisite/seeds-for-the-future/
index.html,

24



62. “Desarrollo De Talento Tic,” Huawei, accessed February 28, 2022, https://semillasdelfuturo.com.co/.

63. Ramaén Aguilar-Fro, “Huawei y Sct Impulsa El Talento Mexicano Con ‘Semillas Para El Futuro,” Geek-
sTerra, August 11, 2020, https://geeksterra.com/educacion/huawei-y-sct-impulsa-el-talento-mexica-
no-con-semillas-para-el-futuro/.

64, Huawei Ukraine, "Seeds for the Future,” Facebook, May 21, 2021, https://www.facebook.com/Hua-
weiUkraine/videos/seeds-for-the-future/836565473640205/.

65. “Huawei's ‘Seeds for the Future’ Program Launches in U.S.” Huawei, July 21, 2016, https://www.
huawei.com/us/news/us/2016/huaweis-seeds-for-the-future-program-launches-in-us.

66. “Colombia - Huawei Sustainability,” Huawei, accessed March 1, 2022, https://www.huawei.com/en/
sustainability/win-win-development/social-contribution/seeds-for-the-future/colombia.

67. Enrigue Culebro, "How Alibaba is helping to push the digital transformation in Mexico,” Latin Ameri-
ca Business Stories, October 9, 2019, https://labsnews.com/en/articles/economy/how-alibaba-is-help-
ing-to-push-the-digital-transformation-in-mexico/.

68. Mariana Lépez, “Alibaba launches ambitious e-commerce initiative in Mexico,” Contxto, June 30,
2020, https://contxto.com/en/mexico/alibaba-e-commerce-mexico/.

69. “Shenzhen Information Vocational and Technical College has established cooperation with Jamai-
ca, and Weikang Education helps domestic vocational colleges to ‘go global,” (GAYIME BENYF A 2B
5F T AAE, MEREEE BT E R BERERE %), Sohu.com, December 24, 2020, https://www.
sohu.com/a/440214702_100045538.

70. "Optics Valley Beidou signed a contract with the Autonomous University of San Luis Potosi, Mex-
ico,” (Jeardbb5 S pE A ERE 5 Wik 2 78 H Y6 K25 2) |, Hubei Provincial People’s Government Portal,
November 17, 2014, https://archive.fo/JwoPj#selection-443.5-447.27 4,

71. Government of Chile, “Subtel Firma Acuerdo Con Huawei Para Transferencia Tecnologi-

ca y Capacitacion En Redes Moviles De Ultima Generacién Entre Chile y China,” Subsecretaria

de Telecomunicaciones de Chile, June 26, 2012, https://www.subtel.gob.cl/subtel-firma-acuer-
do-con-huawei-para-transferencia-tecnologica-y-capacitacion-en-redes-moviles-de-ultima-genera-
cion-entre-chile-y-china/.

72. China-Latin America Agricultural Innovation and Research Innovation Alliance, “Action Plan” (473))
X1» , https://claeria.scau.edu.cn/xdjh/list.htm,

73. "Rector De La Universidad De Caldas Firma Convenios Con Universidades En China,” BC Noticias,
September 6, 2018, https://www.bcnoticias.com.co/rector-de-la-universidad-de-caldas-firma-conve-
nios-con-universidades-en-china/.

74, "UFSM Assina Acordo De Cooperacdo Com Universidade Da China,” Universidade Federal de Santa
Maria, May 24, 2021, https://www.ufsm.br/2021/05/24/ufsm-assina-acordo-de-cooperacao-com-uni-
versidade-da-china/.

75, “Base De Convenios,” Universidad de Panama, accessed March 1, 2022, https://dircooperacion.
up.ac.pa/dbConvenios.

76. China University of Geosciences, “Our school signed a cooperation agreement with the Nation-
al Engineering University of Peru” (&5 E 7 TR RK¥HZEEAGIEVL) , September 17, 2010,
https://www.cug.edu.cn/info/10506/88347.htm.

77. Fujian Agriculture and Forestry University, “Our school held a video conference on educational
cooperation with Antioquia, Colombia” (FRA% 5 EHE LU 28 WAV A H 20 G AE2) |, April 29,
2021, https://wsc.fafu.edu.cn/78/al/c2675a293025/page.htm.

25



Making the Grade: What's Motivating China’s Educational Outreach in LAC?

78. "Zijin Mining Officially Inaugurates Buritica Gold Mine in Colombia,” Mining Technology, October 26,
2020, https://www.mining-technology.com/news/zijin-mining-inaugurates-buritica-gold-mine/.

79. Departamento de Astronomia de la Universidad de Chile, “Sera Fantastico Potenciar La Astronomia
Entre Chile y China,” Centro de Astrofisica y Tecnologias Afines, accessed March 3, 2022, http://www,
cata.cl/noticia.php?id=71.

80. R. Evan Ellis, The Strategic Dimension of Chinese Engagement with Latin America, William J. Per-
ry Center for Hemispheric Defense Studies, 2013, http://williamjperrycenter.org/sites/default/files/
publication_associated_files/The%20Strategic%20Dimension%200f%20Chinese%20Engagement%20
with%20Latin%20America.pdf,

81. “Arrancan Postulaciones Para Becas Maritimas China-Panama,” Critica, February 16, 2021, https://
www.critica.com.pa/nacional/arrancan-postulaciones-para-becas-maritimas-china-panama-598456.

82. "UMIP firma acuerdo con uno de los mas importantes institutos de Oceanografia de China - Red
Comunica,” Universidad Maritima Internacional De Panama, August 19, 2019, https://redcomunica.
csuca.org/index.php/universidad-maritima-internacional-de-panama-umip/umip-firma-acuerdo-con-
uno-de-los-mas-importantes-institutos-de-oceanografia-de-china/.

83. Osvaldo Pupo Gutiérrez, “Cuba-China agreement will boost artificial intelligence,” Medium,
February 12, 2020, https://medium.com/juventud-t%C3%A9cnica/acuerdo-cuba-china-potencia-
r%C3%A1-la-inteligencia-artificial-767006d80c33; Cuba and China agree to develop artificial intelli-
gence on the island, OnCubaNews, October 29, 2019, https://oncubanews.com/en/cuba/cuba-and-chi-
na-agree-to-develop-artificial-intelligence-on-the-island/; Yaile Caballero-Mota, “IEEE Xplore,”
accessed March 3, 2022, https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/author/37085591596; and Hebei University of
Foreign Languages, "Hebei Foreign Studies University signs contracts with 15 universities in Cuba to
conduct worldwide scientific research,” February 10, 2020, https://www.yidianzixun.com/article/00ai-
Wd087s=1@&appid=pro.

84, Hebei International Studies University, “International Artificial Intelligence Research Institute” ([
Fr N T2 HEWT7BE) , December 14, 2020, http://www.hbwgydx.com/info/864.html.

85. Hebei University of Foreign Languages, "Hebei Foreign Studies University signs contracts with 15
universities in Cuba to conduct worldwide scientific research,” February 10, 2020,

86. Mdnica Ahumada and Rosa Basaure, “Foro Académico de Alto Nivel China/América Latina: Didlogo
de una década," Informe: CELAC-China: avances hacia el 2021 No. 7, Consejo de Relaciones Internacio-
nales de América Latina, 2020.

87. "Firman Acuerdo Entre Uc y Laboratorio Chino Que Pretende Facilitar Acceso De Chile a Vacuna
Contra El Covid-19,” Pontificia Universidad Catdlica de Chile, June 17, 2020, https://www.uc.cl/noti-
cias/firman-acuerdo-entre-uc-y-labaoratorio-chino-que-pretende-facilitar-acceso-de-chile-a-vacu-
na-contra-el-covid-19/.

88. “U. De Chile Firma Convenio De Colaboracion Con La China Pharmaceutical University,” Universidad
de Chile, July 3, 2019, https://www.uchile.cl/noticias/155317/u-de-chile-firma-convenio-con-la-chi-
na-pharmaceutical-university.

89. “Educational exchanges and cooperation between Guangdong Province and Latin American coun-
tries W ARE ST EEFRHE TR A 1ERE R, Southern Net, September 27, 2016, http://newscenter.
southcn.com/n/2016-09/27/content_156576592.htm.

90. Redagao, “Convénio Entre a Unimontes e Universidade Chinesa Abre Novas Perspectivas De Trata-
mento De Saude,” webterra.com.br, May 27, 2021, https://webterra.com.br/2021/05/27/convenio-en-
tre-a-unimontes-e-universidade-chinesa-abre-novas-perspectivas-de-tratamento-de-saude/.

26



91. “Leaders of expanding South American cooperation schools led a delegation to visit Suriname and
Guyana” RffiERIE G IE2E AT U7 i 75 LR . EHRK, Jinan University News, March 17, 2016,
http://newscenter.southcn.com/n/2016-09/27/content_156576592.htm.

92. Lei Zhao, “Zhao Lei: Building a Healthy Silk Road to Help Human Health Community - Party School
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Chin” GBZE: @il 22 402 B fy N8 AR i
LR - e dede k) . Guangming Daily, October 19, 2020, https://www.ccps.gov.cn/xxsxk/
xzx/202010/t20201019_144068.shtml.

93. “El Salvador y China Firman 13 Acuerdos De Cooperacion Para Proyectos De Desarrollo Social,”
Revista Summa, November 8, 2018, https://revistasumma.com/el-salvador-y-china-firman-13-acuer-
dos-de-cooperacion-para-proyectos-de-desarrollo-social/.

94, Elin Josueé Rodriguez, “Funcionarios de China visitaron al rector de la UNAH con el fin de es-
trechar lazos de cooperacidn,” Presencia Universitaria, July 22, 2019, https://presencia.unah.
edu.hn/archivo/2019/funcionarios-de-china-visitaron-al-rector-de-la-unah-con-el-fin-de-es-
trechar-lazos-de-cooperacion/#:~itext=El%20rector%20de%20la%20Universidad,regiones%20
m%C3%A1s%20industrializadas%20de%20China.

95, Government of Mexico, “Los Secretarios de la Defensa Nacional y de Marina concluyen su gira de
trabajo por la Republica Popular de China,” October 29, 2016, https://www.gob.mx/sedena/prensa/
los-secretarios-de-la-defensa-nacional-y-de-marina-concluyen-su-gira-de-trabajo-por-la-republi-
ca-popular-de-china.

96. “Education Action Plan for the Belt and Road Initiative,” Xinhua Silk Road Information Service, June
16, 2020, https://en.imsilkroad.com/p/314241.html.

97. “Jujuy: la provincia que entendio la relacion con China,” Cancilleria del Gobierno de Argentina,
accessed March 1, 2022, https://echin.cancilleria. gob.ar/es/jujuy-la-provincia-gue-entendio-la-rel-
acion-con-china; and “Big Data vy litio: balance positivo de mision a China,” Prensa de la Provincia de
Jujuy, July 25, 2018, http://prensa.jujuy.gob. ar/2018/07/25/big-data-y-litio-balance-positivo-en-mis-
ion-achina/.

98. Foreign Affairs Office of Guizhou Province, “A delegation from Jujuy Province, Argentina visited
Guizhou to study and study the current situation of big data industry development in our province,”

(BRI SE R B AR AV BV B B 422 2] JRAA RE R RBDIR,  SUNESM R AE) | July 20,
2018, http://wsb.guizhou.gov.cn/xwzx/yxgz/yxgz_72839/201807/t20180720_21663182.html.

99, “Big Data vy litio: balance positivo de mision a China.”

100. “Director del Depto. de Ing. De Minas integra comitiva regional que viaja a China,” Periodico
Electronico de la Universidad de la Serena, April 19, 2007, http://www.userena.cl/ulsnoticias/ articulo.
php?id=1912.

101. “Delegacion China Cisita la ULS y Museo Mineraldgico,” Periddico Electronico de la Universidad de
la Serena, July 3, 2007, http://www.userena.cl/ulsnoticias/articulo.php?id=2124.

102. Official Jujuy-Henan twinning document.

103. "ULS y el Palitécnico de Henan firman convenio en China,” Periddico Electronico de la Universidad
de la Serena, November 9, 2007, http://www.userena.cl/ulsnoticias/articulo.php?id=2522

104, Lanzhou Jiaotong University, “President Li Yinzhen met with Lugris, Ambassador of the Republic
of Uruguay to China" (BK4=513 2 W5 - oA [ 5E 46 048 % BT —47) |, April 1, 2021, https://
news.lzjtu.edu.cn/info/1002/12709.htm.

105. “La UNAJ En China,” Universidad Nacional Arturo Jauretche, November 21, 2018, https://www.
unaj.edu.ar/la-unaj-en-china/.

27



Making the Grade: What's Motivating China’s Educational Outreach in LAC?

106. Lei Zhao, “Building a Healthy Silk Road to Help Human Health Community” (&5 i 522 44
2% Bh i NS DA EILFA) , Guangming Daily, October 19, 2020, http://www.gstheory.cn/Il-
wx/2020-10/19/c_1126628513.htm.,

107. Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China, “Luban Workshop—China’s Vocational
Education Going Global,” Ministry of Education of the People's Republic of China, May 10, 2018, http://
en.moe.gov.cn/Specials/Specials_40th/Achievements/201805/t20180531_337956.html.

108. SEGEMAR: Servicio Geologico Minero Argentino, Memoria 2010, accessed February 28, 2022,
http://www.segemar.gov.ar/descargas/memaorias/memoria-2010.pdf,

109. “Servicio Geoldgico Minero realizd estudios de suelo en Salta,” El Constructor, December 28,
2016, https://www.elconstructor. com/mineria/servicio-geologico-minero-realizo-estudios-desue-
lo-en-salta_3544.html,

110. “Importante Inversién Reafirma el Perfil Minero de Jujuy en Materia de Litio,” Prensa de la Provin-
cia de Jujuy, September 5, 2019, http://prensa.jujuy.gob.ar/2019/09/05/importanteinversion-reafir-
ma-el-perfil-minero-de-jujuy-en-materia-de-litio/.

111. "Cauchari-Olaroz," LithiumAmericas website, accessed February 27, 2022, https://www.lithiuma-
mericas.com/cauchari-olaroz/.

112. "Educacion Superior y Soft Power: ;Por Qué No Hay Mas Latinos Estudiando En China?” Red China
y América Latina.

113 Ping Hao, “Speech by Hao Ping at the 2011 National Education Work Conference,” Ministry of
Education of the People’s Republic of China, February 28, 2011, http://www.moe.g.

114, "Educacioén Superior y Soft Power: (Por Qué No Hay Mas Latinos Estudiando En China?” Red China
y América Latina.

115. R, Evan Ellis, The Strategic Dimension of Chinese Engagement with Latin America.

116. “ESPECIAL: China y Argentina se proponen profundizar la cooperacién educativa con may-
ores intercambios,” XINHUA Espanol, August 12, 2018, http://spanish.xinhuanet.com/2018-
08/12/c_137384643.htm.

117. Jinan University,"To spread Chinese culture and expand Jinan's “circle of friends”, school lead-
ers led a delegation to visit the United States, Peru and Panama,” (f&#h#cik, JRIEER “MH
KE” ESSERRVHER. &, EED), September 29, 2019, https://www.jnu.edu.cn/75/dd/
€2618a423389/page.htm.

118. “Minister of Education Chen Baosheng: Strive to build a new highland for education opening to
the outside world,” (B EMIMKIFEE: HIJITIEBE XSG =), Xinhua, October 21, 2020,
http://www.xinhuanet.com/2020-10/21/c_1126640163.htm.

28



ABOUT THE AUTHORS

MARGARET MYERS

Margaret Myers is Director of the Asia & Lat-
in America Program at the Inter-American Dia-
logue. She established the Dialogue’s China and
Latin America Working Group in 2011 to exam-
ine China's growing presence in Latin America
and the Caribbean. Myers received her bache-
lor's degree from the University of Virginia and
conducted her graduate work at The George
Washington University, Zhejiang University of
Technology, and the Johns Hopkins University/
Nanjing University Center for Chinese-American
Studies. She is a Council on Foreign Relations
term member. She has published numerous ar-
ticles on Chinese leadership dynamics, interna-
tional capital flows, Chinese agricultural policy,
and Asia-Latin America relations, among other
topics. The Palitical Economy of China-Latin
America Relations and The Changing Currents
of Trans-Pacific Integration: China, the TPP, and
Beyond, her co-edited volumes with Dr. Carol
Wise and Dr. Adrian Hearn, respectively, were
published in 2016. In 2018, she was identified
by Global Americans as part of the “new gener-
ation of public intellectuals.”

BRIAN FONSECA

Brian Fonseca is Director of the Jack D. Gordon
Institute for Public Policy and an Adjunct Profes-
sor in the Department of Politics and International
Relations at Florida International University's (FIU)
Steven J. Green School of International and Public
Affairs. He is the founding Executive Director of
Cybersecurity@FIU, FIU’s university-wide inter-
disciplinary emerging preeminent program. Brian
also serves as a Cybersecurity Policy Fellow at the
D.C.-based think tank New America. Recent pub-
lications include two edited volumes titled Culture
and National Security in the Americas (Lexington
Books, 2017) with Eduardo A. Gamarra and De-
mocracy and Security in Latin America (Routledge,
2021) with Orlando Perez and Gabriel Marcella,
and he is co-author of The New US Security Agen-
da: Trends and Emerging Threats (Palgrave, 2017)
with Jonathan Rosen. Brian's technical expertise
and publications focus largely on U.S. and Latin
American governance, national security, and for-
eign policies, with particular focus on Venezuela,
China, Russia, and cyberspace.

29



Steven J. Green
School of International

FEW & Public Affairs

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

APRIL 2022



	Making the Grade: What's Motivating China's Educational Outreach in LAC?
	tmp.1650292674.pdf.Zmxp0

