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From Stage to 
Screen: The Art 

of the Movie 
Musical
Vanessa Lopez
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ENCHANTED (2007): 1 hr 47 min.

SINGING IN THE RAIN(1952): 1 hr 43 min.

A STAR IS BORN (2018):  2 hr 13 min.



DEAR EVAN HANSEN (2021): 2 hr 17 min.

THE PROM (2020): 2 hr 10 min.

HAIRSPRAY (2007): 1 hr 57 min.
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PHANTOM OF THE OPERA (2004): 2 hr 23 min.  

HAMILTON (2020): 2 hr 40 min.

LES MIS (2012):  2 hr 38 mins.



Formatted/ created 
for screen.

Lacks depth and 
freedom of writing.  

W
HA

T 
SE

TS
 T

HE
M

 A
PA

RT
?

Made for Screen
Forgoes 
authenticity of 
original script.

Contorts itself to 
conform to 
cinematic standard.

Made for Stage
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Twenty Five Eighty Five

Fifty Five

One Hundred and 
Ten

One

Blake Snyder Save The Cat!

CATALYST
Twelve



OPENING 
IMAGE

BREAK INTO 
TWO

MIDPOINT
BREAK INTO 

THREE
CLOSING 
IMAGE

SC
EN

E 
BR

EA
K 

DO
W

N

Abuela Claudia agrees 
to go to DR with 
Usnavi and Sonny.

TIME STAMP:
26:35- 27:58

Abuela Claudia 
Passes.

“Alabanza”
TIME STAMP:

1:28:09-1:29:19

TIME STAMP:
1:00:15-1:03:40

Asks Sonny’s dad if Sonny can 
come with. 

The bar is his. 

He never left, 
he stayed in the 
shop.
TIME STAMP:
2:12:40-2:15:09

Running the shop.
“In The Heights”

TIME STAMP:
2:11

TRACKING: Usnavi 

CATALYST?
Alejandro informs 
Usnavi his late 

father's business 
in the Dominican 
Republic is for 

sale. 
TIME STAMP: 
12:04-13:36 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominican_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominican_Republic


● Removes characters

● Adds characters

● Adds plot lines

● Alters timeline

● Effects subtract
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=05eXFpkyWx4&t=45
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The Baker decides to 
go on the journey by 

himself.
“Agony”

TIME STAMP:
25:42- 26:32

They have collected 
the ingredients!

BABY!
“Ever After”
TIME STAMP:

1:11:10-1:14:42

TIME STAMP:
49:45-52:43

Having collected three of the 
items, the Baker decides to 
join powers with his wife.

“It Takes Two”

Baker’s Wife is 
gone and the 
Baker is left 
with Baby, 
Little Red, Jack 
and Cinderella.
He’s a father. 
“Children Will 
Listen”
TIME STAMP:
1:53:11-1:56:13

“Prologue: Into 
the Woods”

Introduced to main 
players:

Jack
Baker

Baker’s Wife
Cinderella
Little Red
The Witch

TRACKING: The Baker

CATALYST
Baker + Wife: 

Get the List to 
Get the Baby
Send Off Into 

the Woods
TIME STAMP: 
12:09-12:57 



● Maintains majority of 

original story 

context

● Cut/ changed songs 

● Added plot lines

● Double casting

● Disneyfied 

● Effects add

AU
TH

EN
TI

CI
TY



IN
TO

 T
HE

 W
OO

DS
: G

IA
NT

S 
IN

 T
HE

 S
KY

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nr1MH4BaXRE&t=64
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Barnum’s Museum
“Come Alive” 
TIME STAMP:
25:00- 26:32

He chooses his 
people.

“From Now On”
TIME STAMP:

1:23:47-1:28:40

TIME STAMP:
55:53-56:16

Locks his people out.
Leaves his family.

“This is Me”

Given up the 
Circus. 
Content.
TIME STAMP:
1:36:39-1:36:56

Penniless Dreamer
“A Million Dreams”

TIME STAMP: 2:53

TRACKING: P.T. Barnum

CATALYST
The Loan

TIME STAMP: 
(12:11-12:18) 
17:08-17:14 



BOX OFFICE SUCCESS

STAGE PLAY SCREENPLAY
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“"The material used in this 
non-commercial, educational presentation 
has been gathered in good faith according 
to fair use standards with full citations 

of all sources."

THANKS
“Into the Woods | Giants 

in the Sky (1080p).” 

Youtube, 
youtu.be/Nr1MH4BaXRE. 

“When The Sun Goes Down- 

In The Heights (Full).” 

Youtube, 
youtu.be/05eXFpkyWx4. 
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