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Overview
Details of a teaching faculty/library liaison 
partnership for a new Public Policy doctoral 
program

How a multi-part strategic approach was used to 
introduce professional practitioners to library research, 
research assignments, policy white papers, and their final 
Capstone project

What comes next?



UNLV, UNLV 
Libraries, 
Greenspun 
College of 
Urban Affairs 
(GCUA) 

UNLV: Founded in 1957; 30K 
Students; R1/Carnegie (12/18)

UNLV Libraries: Library liaison 
program has a strong collaboration 
component with teaching faculty 
and students

GCUA: Created in 1996; 5 
schools/departments; over 3,700 
undergrads; 432 master’s; 105 
doctoral students



School of 
Public Policy 
and 
Leadership;  
Doctor of 
Public Policy 
(DPP) Program

School of Public Policy & Leadership: 1 undergrad 
program; 2 grad certificates; 2 Master’s; 2 PhD 
programs

DPP: Began in 2018; Professional doctorate 
designed for individuals interested in developing 
skills in policymaking/implementation; majority of 
students employed by all levels of government or 
higher education

44 students enrolled; Hybrid (all online since 2020); 
3-year program over 6 semesters



Faculty/Librarian 
Partnerships: UNLV 
Faculty Institute (2018)



Library Partnership: DPP Teaching 
Faculty & Urban Affairs Librarian



DPP Coordinator/Librarian Strategic Approach

Orientation/research 
workshop w/School of 

Public Policy & 
Leadership 

master’s/doctoral 
cohorts

Introductory LibGuide
for PPY beginning 

courses

DPP coordinator shares 
new cohort’s research 

interests/plans

Add research starting 
points for each student 

on LibGuide

Virtual small group 
library workshops over a 
2-day period; students 

grouped by similar 
interests (health, 
education, etc.)

Post-workshop research 
follow-ups

Virtual office hours; 
appointments; emails

Following semesters: 
Library check-ins; 
emails; LibGuide

revisions



Public Policy & Leadership 
Master’s/Doctoral Orientation



DPP Pre-Workshop Introductory LibGuide



DPP Cohort’s Research Starting Points LibGuide



Example of Student’s Research Plan over Two 
Semesters



Future Plans/Goals

Assessment: How are we doing? 
How can we improve?

Pilot Project with SPPL Director/Libraries 
Collection Management: Making All 
Course Resources Available



Thank You! Any Questions?

 Feel free to contact me:
Susie Skarl, MLS

Associate 
Professor/Urban Affairs 
Librarian
susie.skarl@unlv.edu
702-895-2141

mailto:susie.skarl@unlv.edu
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