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Abstract:  Gravity surveys were carried out on Ross Island during the austral
summer of 1982-1983. Twenty-one gravity stations were established in the sum-
mit area of Mount Erebus and eleven stations in the other area of Ross Island.
The Bouguer gravity anomaly distribution shows a possibility of the maximum
positive anomaly in the northeast side of the Erebus main crater, though the
gravity stations are sparse there. This might be due to the fact that the structure
of Mount Erebus is not a caldera type but nearly of the same type as the Kilauea
Volcano of Hawaii Island and the O Sima Volcano of Japan.

1. Introduction

Ross Island with four major volcanoes is one of the volcanic islands in the
McMurdo Sound area, Antarctica, on the southwest edge of the Ross Sea. Mount
Erebus (3794 m) is at present the only active volcano not only in Ross Island but also
throughout Antarctica. A radio-telemetered seismic network has been established on
Ross Island for monitoring the seismic activity of Mount Erebus and in the surround-
ing area. The continuous seismic observation was started in December 1980 as an
international cooperative program (IMESS: International Mount Erebus Seismological
Study) of Japan, the United States and New Zealand.

One of the purposes of IMESS is to identify the structure of Mount Erebus.
Gravity surveys for revealing the structure were carried out in Ross Island during the
austral summer of 1982-1983. Twenty-one gravity stations were established in the
summit area and eleven stations including McMurdo in the other area of Ross Island.
All measurements were started from the absolute gravity base station 59676C, the
bench mark at Earth Sciences Laboratory of McMurdo Station, and ended by cali-
brating the values there. The location of 59676C is 77°51.0°S, 166°40.4’E and 43.18
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Fig. 1. Locations of gravity stations in Ross Island, Antarctica.

m in elevation above mean sea level, and its gravity value of the IGSN71 (Interna-
tional Gravity Standardization Net 1971) is 982969.771 mgal. The location of gravity
stations is given in Fig. 1.

2. Survey

The gravity surveys in the summit area were carried out on 23-25 December,
1982. The locations of the measurement points are given in the square of Fig. 1.
The location and elevation of the measurement points were determined on the 1: 5000
topographic map of “Mt. Erebus, Antarctica” which was published by Department
of Lands and Survey, New Zealand. This map has a contour interval of 5m. The
elevation at a triangulation point is given with the order of 1 ¢m and of 10cm at a
noticeable outcrop on the map. The measurement points were selected at the tri-
angulation points or the noticeable outcrops. Then accuracy of elevation at the
gravity station in the summit area was estimated to be better than 1 m.

The gravity stations in the other area were mostly at the same points of the tem-
porary seismic stations, of which location and elevation were determined on the
1: 250000 topographic map of Ross Island (UEk1 et al., 1984). This map was pub-
lished by the U.S. Geological Survey and had a contour interval of 200 m. The
location of the gravity stations on Ross Island except the summit area is given in the
left part of Fig. 1. Elevation of the gravity stations was measured by a barometric
altimeter. The measurements of gravity and elevation at five stations out of eleven,
however, were carried out twice. The elevations of the two different measurements
at the same stations corresponded to each other within about 10 m, except one station
named Williams® Cliff, a southwestern flank of Mount Erebus. The elevation correc-
tions for the air pressure change during the survey were made using the barogram at
Scott Base. So, the accuracy of elevation at each station was estimated to be better
than 10 m and that at Williams® Cliff was 30 m. The gravity values at each station
with their locations are given in Table 1.
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3. Gravity Anomalies in the Summit Area

The elevation of the stations in the summit area ranges from 3500 to 3700 m.
The stations are located around the crater rim and on the western and the north-
western slopes of the crater. Free air anomaly, simple Bouguer anomaly and Bouguer
anomaly with terrain corrections in the summit area are given in Table 1 and Bouguer
anomaly is shown in Fig. 2. Terrain corrections here were of nearly the same method
as the one that MATSUMOTO applied to the submarine gravity measurements (TALWANI
and EwING, 1960; MATSuUMOTO, personal communication). This terrain correction
excludes the effects of both the mountain body and the island itself, not only from
the observation point up to the summit and/or the highest point of the island but
also from the observation point down to the sea level. The corrections assumed a
basement density of 2.40 Mg/m?® which seems reasonable one in the volcanic area.
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Fig. 2. Bouguer anomaly in the summit areq. Fig. 3. Bouguer anomaly in the summit area.
Basement density p=2.40 Mg|m®. Basement density p=2.67 Mg[m?®.

Free air anomalies in Table 1 range from 287.0 to 307.3 mgal and simple Bouguer
anomalies from —92.9 to —136.3 mgal. Bouguer anomalies with terrain correction
in Fig. 2 range from 82.7 to 101.5mgal. If the corrections assumed a basement
density of 2.67 Mg/m?, the Bouguer anomalies would range from 59.6 to 78.5 mgal
as shown in Fig. 3. As the basement density of Mount Erebus is still unknown, the
absolute values of the Bouguer anomalies may be changed in the future study.

4. Gravity Anomalies in Ross Island

The locations of the ten gravity stations in Ross Island are shown in Fig. 1. Free
air anomalies in Ross Island range from —3.0 up to 303.7 mgal as given in Table 1.

Bouguer anomalies with terrain correction are shown in Fig. 4. The corrections
assumed the basement density of 2.67 Mg/m®. In Fig. 5, Bouguer anomalies with
terrain correction assuming the density of 2.40 Mg/m® are also given.

The maximum positive anomaly in Figs. 4 and 5 was 103.3 and 123.6 mgal at
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Fig. 4. Bouguer anomaly in Ross Island. Fig. 5. Bouguer anomaly in Ross Island.
Basement density p=2.67 Mg/m®. Basement density p=2.40 Mg/m®.

Fang station which is located 5 km north of the summit crater. Considering the
Bouguer anomalies in the summit area in Figs. 2 and 3, the maximum positive anomaly
area is estimated to be located in the northeastern flank of Mount Erebus. This
tendency of Bouguer anomaly distribution in Figs. 2-5 shows that the structure of
Mount Erebus is not a caldera type but is nearly of the same type as the Kilauea
Volcano of Hawaii Island (KINOSHITA ef al., 1974) and the O Sima Volcano of Japan
(Yokoyama, 1969), because the Bouguer anomalies in Figs. 2 and 3 show the pos-
sibility of the maximum positive anomaly in the northeast side of the main crater.
The scale of the positive anomaly however, is not clear at present because of the
lack of data on the east side of the crater. A detailed analysis is one of the future
problems.

5. Conclusion

The gravity anomalies of Mount Erebus and Ross Island were calculated in this
study. Only the anomaly values are given in the present paper. This gravity survey
of Mount Erebus and Ross Island has shown at least that the structure of Mount
Erebus is not a caldera type because of the existence of a positive Bouguer anomaly
area in a relatively high part of the northern flank of Mount Erebus. However, the
number of gravity stations in the mountain area is less than 30 and no gravity stations
are located in the eastern flank and the southern flank of the mountain. There would
be many difficulties in establishing gravity stations in the mountain area, but more
gravity stations are required for the detailed structure analysis.
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