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Opinions of Nagasaki residents on acceptance of debris
from the Great East Japan Earthquake

Toshio TOMOIKE
(Dept. of Social Work, Faculty of Human and Social Studies,
Nagasaki International University)

Summary

The Great East Japan Earthquake and subsequent tsunami of 2011 led to explosions at a nuclear
power station, and this resulted in perceptions linking “debris” from the affected area with radioactive
contamination. In response to a request for regional waste management from the government,
the city of Nagasaki considered accepting debris, and although opinions within atomic bomb victim
groups were divided, they ultimately decided to refuse. Therefore, a survey of Nagasaki residents
was conducted in order to gain a better understanding of their views in relation to this decision.
While statistically significant differences were not seen, 78.49% of Nagasaki residents thought that
“disaster debris” should have been accepted. Of these, 50-69 year olds were particularly positive
about acceptance. People in their 40s and 70s also showed high levels of positivity toward acceptance,
but the number of people in these age groups expressing reluctance or refusal was 2-3 times that
of other age groups. This may be due to concern regarding the effects of radioactivity on their
own children or grandchildren. Respondents in their 70s tended to be neither strongly for nor
strongly against “debris” acceptance. People in their 80s were anxious about the effects of
radioactivity, which may be due to a tendency to want an untroubled life free from change and anxiety
in later years. From another perspective, no gap was observed between the views of atomic bomb
victims and ordinary residents concerning “debris” acceptance.

On 26 July 2012, the Mayor of Nagasaki announced that the review of “debris” acceptance
was to be discontinued.
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