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Trends in Social Work Students’ of This University Thinking on
Ethics in Interpersonal Support and Their Perception
of Ethical Support

Toshio TOMOIKE
(Dept. of Social Work, Faculty of Human and Social Studies,
Nagasaki International University)

Summary

The study was conducted in order to elucidate the state of ethics initiatives of social work
students seeking to become professional social workers. The study was performed as part of the
author’s seminar. The results indicated that, with respect to clients, the students thought that
“Based on a foundation of lifestyle security, such as provision of social resources and employment
support, the social worker enhances client independence, and though there are certain restrictions,
achieves client self-realization and improvements in welfare for client well-being and social benefit.”

And their perception in respect to social workers is that “The significance of the social worker is
as someone who brings even greater professional expertise as well as understanding, respect and so
on for the individual than before, providing support for the client while promoting client
independence and self-realization.”

Comprehensively speaking, their views may be summarized as follows: “Though there are
certain social restrictions on ethical experimentation, this is a matter of self-realization. The
significance of the social worker is as someone who brings professional expertise to such
endeavors, understands and respects the individual and enhances the individual’s independence, and
based on a foundation of lifestyle security such as provision of social resources and employment
support, achieves improvements in welfare for individual well-being and social benefit.” The fact
that this summary does not differ much from the content of “The Japanese Association of Social
Workers Code of Ethics,” a teaching material used in the seminar, means that on the positive side,
the students have understood the lessons on the Code of Ethics. Looked at negatively, however,
this reveals the characteristic vulnerability of social work students who are unable to engage in
creative discussion or make their own statements.

Key words
Ethics, Ethical support, Social work students, Professional social workers, Qualitative
research methods
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