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Sixty-yvear Change of a Notion of Family in High School Textbook of
Homemaking

Akiko Rakugi

Department of Health and Welfare Science, Faculty of Health and Welfare Science,
Okavama Prefectural University,
111 Kuboki, Soja, Okayama 719-1197, Japan

Abstract

Change of a notion of family was investigated by analyzing 26 high-school textbooks of
homemaking. First, words appeared in the content list of textbook was analyzed by correspondence
analysis to grasp overall tendency. As a result, it was found that a nuclear family was emphasized
in comparison with traditional household immediately after the war, followed by family as a target
of management in the period of rapid economic growth in 1960s-1980s. But, seemingly, the notion is
returning to what used to be immediately after the war in these twenty years. Second, content
analysis of a main body of textbook showed, however, that a dichotomy of ‘nuclear family vs. its
decline’ has led to the emphasis on maintenance of nuclear family by indirect persuasion like
presenting statistical data that indicated relatively more frequency of nuclear family rather than
unmarried life.
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