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A study of Beethoven's Symphony No.5 c-minor Op.67 (Fate)
used as standard teaching material in a junior high school music class
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As part of junior high school music education in Japan, both standard singing teaching
materials and standard listening teaching materials have been assigned according to successive
Department of Education directives (1958, 1969, 1977, and 1989). However, these were not specified
for the 1998 directive on teaching guidelines. For the 2008 guidelines, seven compositions by
Japanese composers remain, but directives regarding standard listening teaching materials were
not included. Among the previous directives (1977, 1989) Beethoven’s Symphony No.5 c-minor
Op.67 (named ‘Fate' in Japan) was assigned as part of the curriculum for both second grade
students. This paper will attempt to examine the adequacy of descriptions of this Beethoven's
symphony in three textbooks assigned as part of music education in Japan.
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