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A goodness-of-fit test for the multivariate
Poisson distribution

F. Novoa-Muifioz!* and M.D. Jiménez-Gamero?

Abstract

Bivariate count data arise in several different disciplines and the bivariate Poisson distribution is
commonly used to model them. This paper proposes and studies a computationally convenient
goodness-of-fit test for this distribution, which is based on an empirical counterpart of a system of
equations. The test is consistent against fixed alternatives. The null distribution of the test can be
consistently approximated by a parametric bootstrap and by a weighted bootstrap. The goodness
of these bootstrap estimators and the power for finite sample sizes are numerically studied. It is
shown that the proposed test can be naturally extended to the multivariate Poisson distribution.
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1. Introduction

Univariate count data appear in many real life situations and the univariate Poisson dis-
tribution is frequently used to model this kind of data (see for example Haight, 1967;
Johnson and Kotz 1969; Sahai and Khurshid, 1993). Giirtler and Henze (2000) present
a wide variety of procedures for testing goodness-of-fit (gof) for the univariate Poisson
distribution.

In practice, bivariate count data appear in different areas of knowledge and the bi-
variate Poisson distribution (BPD), being a generalization of the Poisson distribution,
plays a key role in modelling them, provided that such data present a positive correlation.

* Corresponding author: fnovoa@ubiobio.cl

1 Departamento de Estadistica, Universidad del Bio-Bio, Chile.

2 Departamento de Estadistica e 1.O., Universidad de Sevilla, Spain.
Received: January 2015
Accepted: April 2016


https://core.ac.uk/display/51407413?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1

114 A goodness-of-fit test for the multivariate Poisson distribution

Different authors have given a definition for the BPD (see for example Kocherlakota and
Kocherlakota, 1992). In this article we will work with the one that has received more
attention (see for example Holgate, 1964; Johnson, Kotz and Balakrishnan, 1997). Let

Xi=Y1+Y; and X,=Y,+Y3,

where Y;,Y, and Y3 are mutually independent Poisson random variables with means
0y =6,—6;>0,0,=0,—603 >0 and 63 > 0, respectively. The joint distribution of
the vector (X,X;) is called BPD with parameter 6 = (6;,6,,63), (X1,X2) ~ BP(0) for
short. In the statistical literature on gof tests for the BPD, which is not so rich as in the
univariate case, we found the following: the tests given by Crockett (1979), Loukas and
Kemp (1986), Rayner and Best (1995) —these three tests are not consistent against all
fixed alternatives — and, more recently, the tests in Novoa-Muioz and Jiménez-Gamero
(2014) (hereafter abbreviated to NIJ).

The two tests in NJ are consistent against all fixed alternatives. The results in Janssen
(2000) assert that the global power function of any nonparametric test is flat on balls of
alternatives except for alternatives coming from a finite dimensional subspace. Because
of this reason, it is interesting to propose new gof tests able to detect different sets of
alternatives.

This paper presents a consistent gof test for the BPD. It is based on the following:
since the probability generating function (pgf) of the BPD is the unique pgf satisfying
certain system of partial differential equations, and the empirical probability generat-
ing function (epgf) consistently estimates the pgf, the epgf should approximately satisfy
such system. The proposed test statistic is a function of the coefficients of the polyno-
mials of an empirical version of that system. The asymptotic behaviour of the proposed
test under alternatives is shared with the ones in NJ. An advantage of the test proposed
in this paper over those in NJ is that its application does not entail the choice of a weight
function, which is rather arbitrary.

The null distribution of the test statistic can be consistently approximated by a para-
metric bootstrap as well as by means of a weighted bootstrap. The finite sample perfor-
mance of the proposed test is investigated by means of a simulation study, where the
goodness of the proposed approximations is numerically studied and the test is com-
pared, in terms of power, to the tests cited above. The numerical power study reveals
that, as expected from the results in Janssen (2000), there is no test yielding the highest
power against all considered alternatives. In most cases, the power of the proposed test
is quite close to the highest one; in other cases, the proposed test is the most powerful.
In addition, from a computational point of view, the test proposed in this paper is more
efficient than its competitors.

The work is organized as follows. Section 2 introduces the test statistic and derives
its asymptotic null distribution. Since the asymptotic null distribution does not provide
a useful means of approximating the null distribution of the test statistic, Section 3 stud-
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ies two bootstrap estimators. Specifically, it is shown that the parametric bootstrap and
a conveniently defined weighted bootstrap estimators produce consistent null distribu-
tion estimators. This Section also studies the power of the resulting tests against fixed
alternatives. Section 4 deals with the practical implementation of the bootstrap null dis-
tribution estimators as well as other related issues. Section 5 reports a summary of the
results of a simulation study carried out to examine the finite sample performance of the
tests and to compare them with the existing ones. All stated results are valid for 63 > 0.
Section 6 deals with the case 63 = 0. Section 7 shows how the proposed technique can
be applied to the general multivariate case. All proofs are relegated to the last section.
Hereinafter we shall use the following notation: all vectors are row vectors and V'
is the transposed of the row vector v; for any vector v, v, denotes its kth coordinate,
and ||v|| its Euclidean norm; Ny = {0,1,2,3,...}; I{A} denotes the indicator function
of the set A; Py denotes the probability law of the BPD with parameter 6; P denotes
the probability law of the data; Ey denotes expectation with respect to the probability
function Py; E denotes expectation with respect to the true probability function of the
data; P, denote the probability law, given the data; all limits in this work are taken as n —

L T P . .
o0; — denotes convergence in distribution; — denotes convergence in probability;
2% denotes almost sure (a.s.) convergence; for any function 4 : § C R” — R, for some
fixed m € N, we will denote

ak

DU h(u) = =g gy h(u),
1 m

Yai,...,a, € Ngsuchthatk=a;+ -+ ay.

2. The test statistic and its asymptotic null distribution
Let X; = (X11,X12), X2 = (X21,X2), ..., X, = (Xu1,X,2) be independent identically dis-
tributed (iid) from a random vector X = (X;,X5) € N(Z). Based on the sample X, X5, ..., X,
the objective is to test the hypothesis

Hy: (X1,X3) ~ BP(6,,0,,05), for some (6,,0,,03) € O,

against the alternative

H: (X],Xz) OOBP(91792793), V(91792,93) E@,
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where © = {(6;,6,,63) €R* : 0, > 63, 6, > 063, 63 > 0}. Since the distribution of a
random vector X = (X;,X,) € N2 is determined by its pgf g(u) = E (ufl u;(z) Ju=
(u1,uz) € [0,1]2, and the joint pgf of a random vector X ~ BP(f) is

8(u:0) = Eg(uy't?) = exp{ 0 (1 — 1)+ 02(ur — 1) + 03(u; — 1)z — 1)}, (1)
testing Hy vs H; is equivalent to testing
Hy: g(u) = g(u:0), Yu € [0,1)?, for some (6,6,,03) € @,
versus
H, : g(u) # g(u;0), for some u € [0,1]%, V (6,,6,,63) € ©.
Proposition 2 in NJ shows that g(uy,u,;6) is the only pgfin G, = {g:[0,1]> = R,
such that g is a pgf and aBTIg(”l’W) and aiuzg(ul,uz) exist V(up,up) € [0,1]%} satisfying
the following system,

Di(u:0)=0, i=12, Vuel0,1]?

where

0
Di(u;0) = a_mg(“l’”2) — {01+ 03(us — 1) } g(u1,u2),

Dy (u;0) = aiuzg(ul,uz) — {02+ 03(ur — 1)} g(ur,u2).

Now we consider the following empirical versions of the functions D;(u;0),i= 1,2,

A d A
D1y (u;0) = a—ulg"(”l’uz) — {01+ 03(uz — 1) } gu(ur,u2),
DZn(u;é) = 8—u28”(u1’u2) - {52-1-53(”1 - 1)} gn(uy,u2),

where 0 = (él .0, ég) is a consistent estimator of # and g, (u,uy) is the epgf associated
to the data,

1 n

Xi1, Xi

gn(ur,up) = - g u iy
i=1
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Proposition 1 in NJ shows that g(u) and its derivatives can be consistently estimated by
the epgf and the derivatives of the epgf, respectively. Thus, if Hy is true then D]n(u;é)
and Dy, (u;0) should be close to 0, Vu € [0, 1]%. This proximity to O can be interpreted in
several ways. For example, NJ interpreted this proximity as

Sun(d) = n / (D1n(1:0)? + Do (102} w(10)dut ~ 0, 2

where w(u) is a non-negative function on [0, 1]2.
Here we present another interpretation, reasoning as in Nakamura and Pérez-Abreu
(1993) for the univariate case. With this aim, observe that

Din(u;0) = ZZdi(r,s;é)u{ui, i=1,2, (3)
r>0 s>0
where
dl(raS;é) = (I’+ 1)pn(1’+ I,S) - (él 79A3)pn(ras) *é3pn(rasi l)a
dZ(raS;é) = (S+ l)pn(r,s+ 1) - (é27é3)pn(ras) *é3pn(r* 1,S),
and
1 n
pa(rys) = ;ZI(XH =rXn=s)
k=1

is the relative frequency of the pair (r,s). Thus, Dy, (1;0) = 0, Yu € [0,1]%,i = 1,2, if and
only if the coefficient of uju5 in the right hand side of (3) is null, Vr,s > 0, i = 1,2. This
leads us to consider the following statistic for testing H,

Wa(0) =) {di(r5:0) + do(r,5:0)*} = Y {di(1,5:0)” + da(r,5:0)°}, ()

r>0 s>0 r,s=0

where M = max{X(,)1,X(n)2}> X(n)x = maxi <<, Xi, k = 1,2.
Taking into account that

S A
di(r,s:0) == duns(Xi), k=12,
i=1
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with

O1s()=(r+DIxy=r+1Lx,=5)— (01— 0:3)[(x; =rx;=5)—0:1(x; =r,x, =s—1),
Gus(0)=(s+D)I(x1=rxa=s+1)—(h—03)[(x; =rx,=5)—031(x; =r—1,x, =5),

where x = (x;,x,), the statistic W, (d) can be expressed as follows,

nzthX 0),

with

h(x,y;0) = hi(x,;0) + ha(x,y30),
hi(x,y30) = 32,50 2520 P1rs(x50) P115(30)
= {x1 + (01 = 03)> + 05} (x1 = y1,x2 = y2) — (61 — 03)x:1 1 (x1 = y1 + 1,x2 = y2)
—O3x1(x1 =y1+ Lxy =y2 + 1)+ (61 — 03)031(x1 = y1,00 = y2 + 1)

—(Or—)yIyi=x1+1Ly2=x)—yl(y1 =x1+ 1,y =x+1)
+(01 —03)031(y1 =x1,y2 =x2+ 1),

hy(x,y;0) = ZrZO Zszo Gars(X,0) P25(v30)
= {3+ (02— 05)> + 03} (x1 = y1,%2 = y2) — (02— 03)x2l (x; = 1,00 = y2 + 1)
=030l (x1 =1+ 1L,xy = y2 + 1) + (02— 03)031 (x) = y1 + 1,52 = y2)
—(02=03)y2l(y1 =x1,y2 =x2+ 1) =032l (y1 = x1 + 1, )2 =52+ 1)
+(02 —05)031(y1 = x1+ 1,52 = x2),
where x = (x1,x;) and y = (y1,2).

In order to give a sound justification of W, (0) as a test statistic for testing Hy we next
derive its a.s. limit.

Theorem 1 Let X1,X>,...,X, be iid from X = (X1,X2) € N3 with E(X?) < oo, k=1,2.
Let p(r,s) = P(X; = r,Xy = 5). If 0 255 0, for some 6 € R3, then

Wa(0) <> {a1(r,5:0)* + as(r,5:0)*} = n(P:0),

7,5>0

where
ai(r,s;0) = (r+1)p(r+1,5) = (61— 63)p(r,s) — b3p(r,s — 1),

ay(r,s;0) = (s+1)p(r,s+1) — (02— 63)p(r,s) — O3p(r — 1,s).
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Note that n(P;6) > 0 and, taking into account that

Dk(u;e)zzzak(raS;e)uquéﬂ k:1>2a

r>0 s>0

it follows that n(P;6) = 0 if and only if Hy is true. Thus, a reasonable test for testing H
should reject the null hypothesis for large values of Wn(é). Now, to determine what are
large values we must calculate its null distribution, or at least an approximation to it.

We first try to estimate the null distribution of W, (4) by means of its asymptotic null
distribution. In order to derive it, it will be assumed that the estimator 0 is asymptotically
linear, as expressed in the next assumption.

Assumption 1 Under Hy, if 0 = (01,0,,03) € ® denotes the true parameter value, then

Vn(0—-6)= % Ze(x,.;e)Jrop(l),

where £: N2 x ® — R3 is such that Eg {¢ (X1;0)} =0 and J (0) = Eg { £ (X1;0)" ¢ (X1;6) }
< oo,

Assumption 1 is not restrictive at all since it is fulfilled by some commonly used
estimators such as the moment estimator, the maximum likelihood estimator, the double
zero estimator, the even points estimator and the conditional even points estimator (see
Kocherlakota and Kocherlakota, 1992, and Papageorgiou and Loukas, 1988).

The next result gives the asymptotic null distribution of W,, ().

Theorem 2 Let X1,X;,...,X, be iid from X = (X1,Xz) ~ BP(01,60,,03). Suppose that
Assumption 1 holds. Then

A L

jz1

where X31,X%,, ... are independent x* variates with one degree of freedom and the set
{A;} are the non-null eigenvalues of the operator C(8) defined on the function space
{7 :N{ = R, such that Eg [T*(X)] < =,V € ®}, as follows

C(0)71(x) = Eg{K(x,X;0)T(X)},

with K (x,y;60) = h(x,y;0) +£(x;0) (33 0)'+ £ (y:0) po(x; 0) ™+ £ (x; 0) S (0) £(v:0)', pu(ox;0) =
(p1(x30), p2(x30), 3 (x39)),
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pi(x:0) = —x1Py(x1 — 1,x2) + 03P (x1,x00+ 1) + (61 — 63) Py (x1,x2),

p2(x30) = —x2Pg(x1,00 — 1) + 03P (x1 + 1,x2) + (62 — 63) Py (x1,x2),

w3(x;0) = —pi(x;0) —x1Py(x) — 1,xa — 1) + 03Py (x1,x2) + (61 — 03) Py (x1,x00 — 1)
( )

—,uz(x;H) —x2Py(x1 —1,xp — 1) +93P9(X1,X2) + (92 — 05 P@(xl — I,XQ),

$(0) =2 1205(0),

alb—a) a(c—a) (b—a)’>+(c—a)?

a=Py(r,s), b="Py(r,s—1),c=Py(r—1,s),

The asymptotic null distribution of Wn(é) does not provide a useful approximation
to its null distribution since it depends on the unknown true value of 6. Even if 6 were
known or replaced by an appropriate estimator, to determine the eigenvalues of an oper-
ator is a rather hard problem.

So, we next study two further ways of approximating it: a parametric bootstrap (PB)
estimator and a weighted bootstrap (WB) estimator.

3. Approximating the null distribution

3.1. Parametric bootstrap

Let X1,X>,...,X, be iid taking values in N3 such that [ 9(X1,X2,...,Xn) € 0. Let
X7,X5,...,X, be iid from a population with distribution BP(@), given X1, X>, ..., X,,
and let W7 (@*) be the bootstrap version of W, () obtained by replacing X, X, ..., X,
and 0 = é(X],Xz,...,X,,) by X7,X5,...,X), and 0* = HA(X]*,X;...,X;), respectively,
in the expression of W, (9) To prove that the PB can be used to consistently approximate
the null distribution of Wn(é), we will assume the following, which is a bit stronger than
Assumption 1.

Assumption 2 Assumption 1 holds and the functions ¢ and J satisfy

(1) supyee, Eg (116X 9) | PI{|6(X;9)|| > 7v}] — 0, as v — o, where ®) C @ is an
open neighborhood of 6.

(2) L(X;9) and J(V¥) are continuous as functions of O at O = 0 and J(V) is finite
Y € .



F. Novoa-Munoz and M.D. Jiménez-Gamero 121

Theorem 3 Let X1,X,...,X, beiid from X = (X1,X;) € N(Z). Suppose that Assumption
2 holds and that § 2550, for some 0 € ®. Then

sup
xeR

P {nW; (0°) <x} — Py {nW,(0) <x}| == 0.

Let wy, ,, = inf{x: P.(W; (6*) > x) < a} be the o upper percentile of the PB distri-
bution of Wn(é) and let W,,,; be the observed value of the test statistic. From Theorem 3,
the test function

1, ifW,(0)>w:,,
‘PPB — { n,x

0, otherwise,

or equivalently, the test that rejects Hy when p* = P, (Wn*(é*) > Wobs) < a, is asymptot-
ically correct in the sense that Py(¥Ppz = 1) — a.

3.2. Weighted bootstrap

From the proof of Theorem 2, when H is true, we have that nW,,(6) = nW,,(6) +op(1),
where

1 n
nWin(6) = > K(X;,X:0),

i,j=1

which converges in law to Wp = > i>1 A jxf ;- As observed before, the greatest difficulty
with Wy is to determine the set {)\;}. Nevertheless, Delhing and Mikosch (1994) have
shown that the eigenvalues {);} can be consistently (a.s.) approximated by the eigen-
values of the matrix

1
Hn: (—K(XI,XJ,H)) s
n

1<i,j<n

say 5\1,... ,5\,1. Therefore, we could approximate the null distribution of nWm(é) (and
thus that of an(é)) through the conditional distribution, given X1, ...,X,, of

n
* I .2
nWy, = E AjX1j-
j=1

This is tantamount to approximate the null distribution of nW;,(#) by means of the
conditional distribution, given X,...,X,,, of
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* 1 -

ij=1

where ¢i,...,§, are iid from a standard normal distribution, N (0, 1), independent of
Xi,...,X,, that is, by means of the WB distribution of nWln(é), in the sense of Burke
(2000). The main problem with this approach is that K(x,y;#) is unknown because it
depends on 6, which is unknown, and because it also depends on £(x; 6), which is usually
unknown. To overcome this problem we replace 6 by # and £(x;6) by #(x;#) which is
assumed to satisfy

l — A Ao p

- 06(X10)—0X;0)> 0,
n;” 1(X:0) = 6X:0)[|” — )
with E{||¢1(X;0)||*} < o and £;(x;0) = £(x;0) if Hy is true.

So, instead of nW;,(A) we consider
W5, (0) =Y Aixi s
j=1

where Aj,...,\, are the eigenvalues of the matrix

N 1.
Hn: <—K(X1,X],9)> s
n 1<i,j<n

with K (x,y;0) = h(x,y:60) +0(x;0) pn(y; 0) ™+ (y;0) 11 (x;0)"+ £ (x;6)S(6) (v 6)". The next
theorem gives the limit of the conditional distribution of nWj, (), given X1, ..., X,.

Theorem 4 Let X1,X>,...,X, beiid from X = (X1,X2) € N3 with E(X?) < o0, k=1,2.
Suppose that 0 i>9, for some 0 € © and that (5) holds. Then,

sup [P, {nW;, (9) <x} —P{W; <x}| 2> 0, (6)

where Wi =3 -, )‘ljx%j’ {1} are the non-null eigenvalues of the operator C,(0) de-
fined on the function space {7 : Nj — R, such that E [7*(X)] < e}, as follows

C1(0)7(x) = E{K\(x,X;0)7(X)},

with Ky (x,y;0) = h(x,y;0) + £, (x;0) (33 0) + £, (y;0) (2 0) "+ €1 (x;0) S (0) 41 (y; 6)".
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Remark 1 If in addition to the assumptions in Theorem 4 we assume that > and
that the limit in (5) is a.s., then the convergence in (6) is a.s.

Remark 2 The result in Theorem 4 keeps on being true if instead of using the raw
multipliers, £, ...,&,, we use the centered multipliers, £, —&,...,&, — &, as suggested in
Burke (2000) and Kojadinovic and Yan (2012).

Letwj, , =inf{x: P (W5 (0) > x) < a} be the a upper percentile of the WB distri-
bution of W, (#). From Theorems 2 and 4, the test function

) L i Wa(8) 2 w30,
Wyp = { e

0, otherwise,

or equivalently, the test that rejects Hy when p* = P, (Wz*n(é) > W(,bs) < a, is asymptot-
ically correct.

3.3. Behaviour against alternatives

This subsections shows that, in contrast to the tests given by Crockett (1979), Loukas
and Kemp (1986) and Rayner and Best (1995), the tests W55 and Wy, are consistent,
that is, they are able to detect any fixed alternative.

As an immediate consequence of Theorems 1 and 3 (Theorems 1 and 4) the next
result gives the asymptotic power of the test Wp5 (W}, 5) against fixed alternatives.

Corollary 1 Let X1,X,,...,X, be iid from X € N3 with pgf g(u). Suppose that assump-
tions in Theorems 1 and 3 hold. If n(P;0) > 0, then P(Wpg=1) — 1.

Corollary 2 Let X1,X,...,X, be iid from X € N} with pgf g(u). Suppose that assump-
tions in Theorems 1 and 4 hold. If n(P;0) > 0, then P(Wyz =1) — L.

It can be shown that the proposed tests are also able to detect local alternatives con-
verging to the null at the rate n~ /2. The statement and the proof of this result are quite
similar to those of Theorem 4 in NJ, for the PB, and of Theorem 4 in Jiménez-Gamero
and Kim (2015), for the WB. So, in order to save space, we omit it.

Although the tests W, and Wy, both asymptotically correct and consistent, their
power for finite sample sizes differ. This point will be numerically studied by simulation
in Section 5.
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4. Some practical considerations

4.1. Bootstrap algorithms

In practice, the exact bootstrap estimator of the null distribution of W, (4) cannot be
calculated. As usual, we approximate it by simulation as follows:

PB algorithm

1. Estimate 6 through 0 and compute the observed value of the test statistic W,;.
2. For some large integer B, repeat for every b € {1,...,B}:
(a) Generate X*” = (X710, X30,...,X:?), where X3°. X3P, ... . X;? are iid from a
BP(9).
(b) Calculate the test statistic evaluated at X**, obtaining W*(§*?).
3. Approximate the p-value by p = £ S0 [{W,?(0*") > Wip, }.

In contrast to the PB distribution, the exact WB estimator of the null distribution of
Wn(é) can be calculated by using some numerical approximation method, as for example
Imhof’s (1961) method. Thus, to calculate the WB distribution of W, (#) we can proceed
as follows:

WB algorithm 1

1. Estimate 6 through 0 and compute the observed value of the test statistic W,;.
2. Calculate mi; = [%(Xi,Xj;é), 1 <i < j < n. Note that mj; = m;;j.
3. Calculate the eigenvalues of H,, \i,..., \,.

4. Approximate the p-value by p = P, (Z;f:l b jx% ;> Wobs).

The WB estimator can be also approximated by simulation as follows:

WB algorithm 2

1. Estimate 6 through 0 and compute the observed value of the test statistic W,;.
2. Calculate m;; = I%(Xi,Xj;HA), 1 <i < j<n. Note that mj; = m;;.
3. For some large integer B, repeat for every b € {1,...,B}:
(a) Generate n iid N(0, 1) variates &, ... ,&,.
(b) Calculate W2 (0) = 5 37, &&my; (or Wa (0) = 537, (& —&)(& — E)miy.
as observed in Remark 2).
4. Approximate the p-value by p= L350 [{W;?(0) > Wi }.
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4.2. Point estimators

All above theory assumes that the considered estimator 0 satisfies Assumption 1. Com-
monly used estimators such as maximum likelihood estimators (MLE) and method of
moment estimators (MME) satisfy it. Lemmas 1 and 3 in Jiménez-Gamero and Kim
(2015) show that the functions ¢ associated to MLEs and MMEs can be approximated
by / satisfying (5), and give the expressions of such approximations. Specifically, if 6 is
estimated by means of its MLE, then a choice for £ = /), satisfying (5) is

O ((x1,%2)30) = <x1 — 01,00 — 61,03 (

HO) <P9(x1 Lo Plx-lx) Plxxn-1) +1)>,

Py(x1,x2) Py(x1,x2) Py(x1,x2)

Py(xi —1,x0)  Pylxi,xo—1) 2)
Py(x1,x2) Py(x1,x2)

where
03(61 + 60, —2605)(Q — 1) — 03+ (01 — 2605) (02 — 265)
(9192*95)(Q*1)*91*92+293 ’

i, jeNy P@(la.])

f(0) =

If 8 is estimated by means of its MME, then a choice for 0 =lyy satisfying (5) is

éMM((xla)Q);a) = (Xl —01,x2—0s, —92()61 —91) —91()62 - 92) +x1x2 — 03 —9192)-

5. Finite sample performance

The properties so far studied are asymptotic. To study the finite sample performance
of the proposed tests, we conducted a simulation experiment. In this section we briefly
describe it and display a summary of the results obtained. All computations in this paper
were performed by using programs written in the R language (R Development Core
Team, 2015).

We started by comparing the proposed approximations to the null distribution of the
test statistic W,,(#) from the point of view of the required time to get a p-value. Several
values of 01, 8> and 65 were considered. We observed that the value of 65 has almost no
influence in the required computation time. In contrast, the values of 6, and 6, have a
high impact. We also tried two methods to estimate the parameters: maximum likelihood
(ML) and the method of moments (MM), and observed that the choice of the method
has little mark on the consumed time. The method used to estimate the null distribution
has a high repercussion on the consumed time. In order to value some of these facts,
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Table 1: CPU time (in seconds) to get a p-value with B = 1000.

ML n =50 n =100 n =200
01 0, PB WB2 WB1 PB WB2 WB1 PB WB2 WB1
1 1 8.37 0.11 0.07 9.31 0.25 0.15 10.25 0.72 0.46
1 3 13.15 0.14 0.09 17.20 0.27 0.18 19.72 0.74 0.49
3 3 23.57 0.14 0.10 30.12 0.27 0.17 41.15 0.74 0.46
3 10 57.27 0.22 0.22 60.90 0.36 0.29 87.06 0.82 0.59

10 10 132.32 0.28 0.22 187.57 0.36 0.30 277.43 0.86 0.60
10 50 188.64 2.08 2.17 317.47 2.34 242 449.14 3.29 2.89
50 50 621.02 2.29 2.40 1160.52 2.48 243 2340.78 3.45 3.03

MM n =50 n =100 n =200
0, 23 PB WB2 WBI PB WB2 WB1 PB WB2 WB1
1 1 7.69 0.11 0.07 9.82 0.25 0.15 10.53 0.72 0.45
1 3 11.62 0.13 0.10 14.89 0.26 0.17 21.18 0.73 0.47
3 3 25.73 0.14 0.10 31.81 0.28 0.17 43.13 0.74 0.46
3 10 69.31 0.22 0.20 60.15 0.36 0.28 79.80 0.81 0.57
10 10 88.90 0.27 0.22 195.39 0.38 0.31 278.02 0.85 0.58

10 50 174.27 2.07 2.17 280.04 231 243 462.41 3.26 291
50 50 717.87 2.28 224 1172.18 248 2.38 2402.07 343 2.89

Table 1 displays the CPU consumed time (in seconds) to get a p-value for several values
of 0; and 6,. The value of 05 was set so that the correlation coefficient between the
variables, p = 63/+/0;0,, is equal to 0.5. To calculate the PB approximation and the
approximation in WB algorithm 2 we took B = 1000. There is almost no difference in
using the raw multipliers and the centered multipliers in WB algorithm 2. To calculate
the p-value of the approximation in WB algorithm 1 we used the function imhof of
the package CompQuadForm of the R language (Duchesne and Lafaye De Micheaux,
2010). From the results in this table it becomes evident that the PB is much more time
consuming than the WB, specially for large values of 6}, 6, and the sample size. There
are small differences between WB algorithm 1 and WB algorithm 2.

We then studied the goodness of the proposed bootstrap approximations to the null
distribution of the test statistic for finite sample sizes. With this aim, we generated 1000
samples of size n = 50,100,200,300 from a BP(0;,6,,03), for several values of #; and
6, with 85 such that p equals to 0.25 and 0.75, in order to examine the approximations
for low and high correlated data, respectively, when 6, = 6,, and p = 0.25 for 0, #
0, (p = 0.75 was not considered because it gives values of 83 out of the parametric
space for the tried values of 8; # 6,). Because of the results in Table 1, for §; = 6, =
50, the PB was only tried for n = 50,100. For 6, = 0, = 50 the WB was also tried
for greater sample sizes. For each sample, the p-values were calculated with B = 500.
The p-values obtained with the WB approximation calculated by means of simulation
(WB algorithm 2 with raw and centered multipliers) and numerical approximation (WB
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algorithm 1 with Imhof’s method) were, as expected, quite close. As for raw multipliers
versus centered multipliers, a bit better results are obtained when using the centered
multipliers. Table 2 displays the fraction of estimated p-values less than or equal to
0.05 and 0.10, which are the estimated type I error probabilities for o = 0.05 and 0.10,
respectively by using PB and WB with centered multipliers. From the results in this table
it can be concluded that both approximations give rise to conservative tests for small
sample sizes. As the values of 6; and 6, increase, the tests become more conservative,
specially the one based on the WB approximation. For example, when 8; = 6, = 50 and
p = 0.25, the sample size required to get empirical levels close to the nominal values is
n = 4000. For #; = 6, = 50 and p = 0.75, n = 3000 is enough. In general, better results
(in the sense of closeness to the nominal values) are obtained for p = 0.75 than for
p = 0.25. Finally, it is also observed a bit better results when the parameter is estimated
by the maximum likelihood estimator.

To study the power we repeated the above experiment for samples with size n =
50 from the following alternatives: bivariate binomial distribution BB(m; py, p2, p3),
where p; + po — p3 < 1, p1 > p3,p> > p3 and p3 > 0; bivariate Hermite distribution
BH (11,0 M1, X2, \3), where p > 0?(\; + X2+ \3); bivariate logarithmic series distribu-
tion BLS(\1, A2, A\3), where 0 < A; + A\, + A3 < 1; bivariate Neyman type A distribution
BNTA(X; A\, A2, A\3), where 0 < A\; 4+ A\, + A3 < 1; bivariate Poisson distribution mixtures
of the form pBP(6) + (1 — p)BP()),0 < p < 1, denoted by BPP(p;0,\); and (X;,X>)
with X] = max{Y],Y3} and X2 = ’Y] — Y3’ (type 1), X] = max{Yz,Y3} and X2 = ‘Yz — Y3‘
(type 2), X; = max{Y;,Y3} and X, = min{Y,,¥3} (type 3), X; = max{Y>,¥3} and X, =
min{Y;,Y3} (type 4), X; = max{Y;,Y3} and X, = max{Y»,Y3} (type 5), where ¥},Y>,Ys
are independent variables taking values in Ny whose distribution are binomial B(m; p),
negative binomial BN (m; p), Poisson P(\) and uniform on 1,2,...,m, U(m). The val-
ues of the parameters were chosen so that the expectations E(X;) and E(X;) are small
for the PB and the WB not to be excessively conservative. In this part of the simulation
experiment we only considered the maximum likelihood estimator of the parameter.

In addition to the tests proposed in this paper, Y55 and Wy, 5, we also considered the
tests given in Crockett (1979) (denoted by T'), Loukas and Kemp (1986) (denoted by Ip),
Rayner and Best (1995) (denoted by Nig) and NJ (denoted by R, and §,,, with weight
function w(u) = 1). Table 3 displays the alternatives considered and the estimated power
for nominal significance level oo = 0.05. Looking at this table we conclude that the tests
Y5, Y, Re and S, are able to detect all considered alternatives while, as expected,
the other tests cannot, specially the tests based on Iz and Nlg. For the alternatives in the
first half of Table 3 we see that the powers of the new tests, R, and S, are quite close;
while for the other alternatives the tests proposed in this paper are more powerful than
R, and §,,. We also compared these tests from a computational point of view. From the
results in Table 1 we saw that, in this respect, W}, is more efficient than W;;. Since R,
and S, are both based on a PB, for the comparisons to be fair, we compared W5z, R,, and
S,. Table 4 reports the ratio of the average CPU to get a p-value. Clearly, regarding the
required computing time, W55 is more efficient than R, and S,,.
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Table 4: Ratio of average CPU time (in seconds).

n=230 n=>50 n="170 n =100 n =200 n =300
Ro/Wis | 7350 | 7571 77.44 80.19 79.69 79.20
Su/Wihg 5.01 11.07 | 2020 5373 14528 | 303.92
Table 5: Results for the real data sets.
Plants Health
Ru00) 0.003 0.000
Ru10) 0.005 0.000
Ro0.1) 0.010 0.000
S100) 0.005 0.002
Sp10) 0.009 0.000
S0 0.011 0.000
EN 0.049 | 0.000 |
| 0 | ©0:64000,0.94000,0.19852) | (0.30173,1.21830,0.12518) |

To end this section, Wpp is applied to two real data sets. The first one were first given
and analysed by Holgate (1966), and refers to the number of plants of the species Lacis-
tema aggregatum and Protium guianense in each of 100 contiguous quadrats. Crock-
ett (1979), Loukas and Kemp (1986), Rayner and Best (1995) and NIJ tested the data
for agreement with the bivariate Poisson model, they all concluded the data were not
well modelled by a BPD. The second data set were analysed in Karlis and Tsiamyrtzis
(2008), who used two variables, the number of consultations with a doctor or a specialist
(X1) and the total number of prescribed and non-prescribed medications used in past 2
days (X»), from the Australian Health survey for 1977-1978. The sample size was quite
large (n = 5190). These authors assumed that (X;,X;) has a BPD. NJ tested these data
sets for agreement with the bivariate Poisson model, concluding that they were not well
modelled by a BPD. The p-values obtained by applying the test proposed in this paper to
these two real data sets are 0.049 and 0.000, respectively, in agreement with the previous
analyses.

Table 6: Simulations results for the type I error probabilities when 63 = 0.

01 =0,=1 01 =60,=3 01 =0,=10
ML MM ML MM ML MM
n 5% 10% | 5% 10% || 5% 10% | 5% 10% || 5% 10% | 5% 10%
100 | 3.4 74 | 35 7.9 || 3.1 73 | 3.0 7.3 1.0 34 | 09 34
200 | 4.2 80 | 43 9.1 34 80 | 33 79 || 2.2 6.6 | 23 6.6
300 | 4.4 87 | 4.6 94 || 3.7 85 | 3.7 85 || 3.7 79 | 3.7 8.0
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6. Cased; =0

The case 03 = 0 has been excluded from Hy because it is a boundary point. It is well-
known (see, for example Andrews, 1999, Self and Liang, 1987, and the references
therein) that in such a case the MLE is not asymptotically normally distributed and thus
Assumption 1 is not satisfied. Moreover, Andrews (2000) have proven that the bootstrap
does not provides a consistent estimator of the distribution. Therefore, the theory so far
developed is not valid for 63 = 0.

Next we give two possible ways of dealing with this case. A first way consist in
applying the method in Feng and McCulloch (1992), which proposed to enlarge the
parametric space to § € R3, so that negative values for 03 are allowed. With this ap-
proach all required assumptions in our theory are satisfied. The only problem with this
solution is how to apply in practice the PB approximation because it implies the gen-
eration of samples from a BP(6;,0,,65) distribution with 63 < 0. Nevertheless, the WB
approximation can be applied. Table 6 gives the result of a small simulation that studies
the goodness of this solution. Observe that the results are quite close to those obtained
for 63 > 0.

Another possible way of dealing with this case is to adapt the alternatives to the usual
bootstrap proposed in Andrews (2000). Two of them consists in subsampling, while the
other two are based on testing if the parameter is in the boundary. For the later methods
we could calculate a confidence interval for 65 and look if it contains 0 by applying, for
example, the method in Feng and McCulloch (1992) but, as recognized by the authors,
it requires rather large sample sizes. Note that testing for 63 = 0 is tantamount to having
two independent Poisson variables. Another way of investigating the independence of
the marginal distributions is by applying the classical y>-test. Nevertheless, such test re-
quires the data to be grouped in classes, and the decision could depend on the grouping.
In our view, there is a need of a test for independence of variables taking values on N,
which will be the topic of a future research.

If it can be reasonably assumed that the variables are independent, then by using
Raikov’s theorem (which states that the sum of two independent non-negative random
variables has a Poisson distribution if and only if both random variables have the Poisson
distribution), testing gof for an independent Poisson model is equivalent to testing gof
to the sum of the components to a univariate Poisson model. In the statistical literature
there is a variety of test for testing gof to a univariate Poisson model (see, for example,
the review in Giirtler and Henze, 2000).
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7. The general m-variate case

This section shows that the proposed test can be extended to the general m-variate case,
for any m > 2. Let

Xi=Y1+Yut1, X =Y +Yut1, ooy Xn=Yu+Ynt1,
where Y1,Y>,...,Y,,11 are mutually independent Poisson random variables with means
0] =01 —0pu+1>0,...,0, =0, — 0,1 >0and 0, > 0, respectively. The joint dis-
tribution of the vector (Xi,Xa,...,X,,) is called a m-variate Poisson distribution with

parameter 0 = (0;,0,,...,0,.1) (see Johnson, Kotz and Balakrishnan, 1997). The joint
pefof (X1,Xs,...,X,) is

g(u;0) —exp{ZG 1)+ 6011 (Hu, Zu,—i—m—l)}, YueR™. (7))

Now, the objective is to test the hypothesis
Hom : (X1,X2,...,X,,) has a m-variate Poisson distribution.
In order to extend the proposed test to the general m-variate case we will use the
following result in Proposition 3 in NJ which states that g(u;0) is the only pgfin G, =
{g:[0,1]™ — R, such that g is a pgf and %g(ul,uz, oo Upy) exists Vu € 10,1]", 1 <i <

m} satisfying the following system,

Di(u;0)=0, 1<i<m, €))

d
Yu € [0,1]", where Di(u:0) = = ~g(u) - {aiw,w (Huj— 1) } g(u), 1<i<m.
u; L1
! J#i
Let (X1,X,...,X,) € NjJ be arandom vector and let g(uy,uz, . .. ,u,) =E (u] u
its pgf. Then, taking into account that

g(u) = Z utu? - urp(ri,ra, .y,

P17 m >0

where p(ri,ra,....rm) =P(Xy =r,Xo =r,...,X,, = 1), We can write

Dj(u;0) = Z {(ri+1)P(r]a---ariflari+17ri+l7---arm) — (0 = Os1)p(r1 12, ..

rl¢r2¢“'¢rn120

)

—Op1p(ri—1,.. —1,rri —1,. ,rm—l)}u]'u;2 cuns 1 <i<m.
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Let D;,(u;0) denote the empirical counterpart of D;(u;#) obtained by replacing the pgf
g by the epgf g, and 0 by a consistent estimator 0, 1 < i < m. If H,, is true then the
functions D,-n(u;é), 1 <i < m, should be close to 0, Vu € [0, 1]™. This proximity to zero
can be interpreted as we did in Section 2, for the bivariate case. Observe that

Din(u;é) = Z di(r],rz,...,rm;é)u;‘u;" a1 <i<m,

F13r2 e tm >0

where

di(rl,rz,...,rm;é) = (ri+D)pu(riy...orict, it Lrigty ooy Tm)
— (HAi—émH)pn(r],rz,...,rm)

_HWH’lpn(r]_]a"wrif] _lariari+l_17"'7rm_1)7 1Slgm7

and p,(ri,ra,...,rm) = %ZZZII(XH =r1, X2 = 12,...,Xpm = I'm) is the relative fre-
quency of (ry,ra,...,r,). Therefore, D;,(u;0) =0, Vu € [0,1]", 1 <i < m, if and only
if the coefficients of u}'u5? - - - u" in the previous expansions are null, Vry,ra, ... ,ry > 0.
This leads us to consider the following statistic for testing H,y,,

Wm,n(é): Z {Zd ri,72,. rm,H)z}: Z {Za’ ri,r,.. rm,G)z},

13125y tm >0 713725 T =0

where M = max{X 1, X2, s X(nym }» X(n)k = MaxXi<j<p Xk, 1 <k < m. Similar results
to those stated in Sections 2 and 3 for the bivariate case can be established for me,,(é).

8. Proofs

Here we give a sketch of the proofs of the results in Sections 2 and 3. A detailed deriva-
tion of the results can be obtained from the authors upon request.

Proof of Theorem 1 Observe that
dl(r>S;9A) = dl(r>S;9) - (él - al)pn(ras) + (é3 - 93){]7"(1’,.5') *Pn(r,S* 1)}

and

> di(r,5:0)° Zhl X, X;;0) + Zhl (X;,X::0).

rs>0 i#j
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By the SLLN,
_Zhl X,,X,,H 113 ZQSIN Xl, < oo,
i=1 r,s>0

By the SLLN for U-statistics (Theorem 5.4 in Serfling, 1980),

Zhl X, X520) “SE{h (X1, X2:0)} = > ay(r,5:0)°
i#j rs>0

Therefore,

Z d; (r,s;@)2 aiN Z a (r,s;@)2

r,s>0 7,s>0

Since p,(r,5)> < pa(r,5), Vr;s > 0,and Y-, o pu(r,s) = 1, we have

(61— 61)* D palns)’ —61)>=o(1),

r,s>0

and analogously,

(05 —65)2 > _{pu(rs) = palrs = 1)}> = o(1).

7,s>0

Thus,

Zd](r,s;é)2ﬂ>2a](r,s;9)2. 9)

r,s>0 7,5>0

Following similar steps we get

> dr(rs:02 25 " ap(rs:0)% (10)

r,s>0 7,5>0

Finally, the result is obtained from (9) and (10). ]

Proof of Theorem 2 Let us consider the separable Hilbert space of functions .7 = {g:
No — R, so that||g||%, = ", >_208(5:5)* < eo}. We have that
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Vnd(r,s;0) = Zgbkm X::0)+n(0—0)0(r,s), k=1,2,

(—pn(r,s),O,pn(r,s) *Pn(r,S* 1)) and \92(1’,.5') = (Oa fpn(r,s),pn(r,s) -

with ¥, (r,s) =
1,s)). From Assumption 1 and the SLLN, we get that

Ppalr—
Vndy(r,5:0) = v/ndi(r,5:0) + Ri(r,s), k=12,

with

di(r,s;0) = Z{gbkm (X530) + 0(Xi;0)ve(r,s50)'},  k=1,2,

vi(r,s;0) = (—Py(r,s),0,Py(r,s) — Py(r,s — 1)),

V2(r7s;9) = (O,—Pg(V,S),Pg(V,S) _PG(r_ 1,S)),

and ||Ry||,» = op(1), k = 1,2. From the CLT in Hilbert spaces (see, for example, van
der Vaart and Wellner, 1996, pp. 50-51), it follows that ||\/nd||3, = Op(1), k = 1,2,
and therefore

nWa(0) = ||Vndi| 5 + |1v/nda| 5 + 0p(1).

Routine calculations show that

1 n
IV/ndi] % + |Vnda||2 = - > K(X;,X:0).

i,j=1
The result is achieved by applying Theorem 6.4.1.B in Serfling (1980) to
%ZZ,‘:lK(XhXj;e)- u

Proof of Theorem 3 Following similar steps to those given in the proof of Theorem 2
but instead of applying the CLT for iid random elements taking values in .7, we apply
a CLT for triangular arrays, such as Theorem 1.1 in Kundu et al. (2000). |

Proof of Theorem 4 nWj, (A) can be expressed as nW, (0) = W, + Ws" +2W5 + Wy,
where

ZKX X;;0)&¢),

l]l
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Z{hX X;30)—h(X:, X 50) )¢,

z]]

= S 7 — (Y

i,j=1

Z{Ml,e 0(Xj:0) — 0,(X120)S(0)1(X 1:0) &,

z]]

From the results in Delhing and Mikosch (1994),

sup [P, (W' <x} —P{W; <x}| 2% 0.

Thus, to show the result it suffices to see that W;* = op, (1) in probability, k = 2,3,4. We
first deal with W;'. Observe that

1 < -
E.(W;?) < M— D {n(XiX;30) — h(Xi, X 130) ),
ij=1

for some positive M > 0. From the assumptions made, the right-hand side of the above
expression is op(1). Therefore, W, = op, (1) in probability. As for W5, we have that

* 1 & il 9
Wy, = 7 Z{K(Xiﬁ) —01(Xi;0) }&i,
-1
* 1 - )
W= —= > u(Xid)g,
-1
* 1 -
W33 = ﬁ Zel (Xlae)gla
i—1

Wi, = if D)~ )6

From the assumptions made, E, (W;2) = op(1), E.(W;3) is bounded in probability and
E.(W;2) is bounded a.s.. Now taking into account that
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a—ang(r,s) =Py(r—1,5s) — Py(r,s),

a—ang(r,s) =Py(r,s—1) — Py(n,s),

%Pg(l’,j‘) =Py(r—1,s—1)—Py(r—1,s) — Po(r,s — 1) + Py(r,s),
3

it follows that

sup |P;(r,s) — Py(r,s)| < M||6— 0], (11)
r,s€Ny

for some positive M > 0. This implies that E, (W;7) = op(1). Therefore, Wy = op, (1) in
probability. By using (11) and the assumptions made, it readily follows that W," = op, (1)
in probability. This concludes the proof. |
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