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Abstract

The current mix of public and private programs to support workers after they experience disability
onset provides benefits to millions of workers and former workers. Yet, despite the large and
growing costs of these programs, the inflation-adjusted household incomes of workers with
disabilities have been falling for over two decades, both absolutely and, especially, relative to the
incomes of those without disabilities. The aging of the baby boom generation is likely to make
matters worse, and the government’s fiscal circumstance will make it increasingly difficult to sustain
existing public programs. Current public policy initiatives might eventually improve the disability
support system, but they are not likely to ward off the adverse consequences of the pending crisis.
Policy changes that leverage existing private sector practices and capabilities might achieve greater
success, but have received little attention and are far from proven.

For information about the full publication, please contact Peiyun She at ps74@cornell.edu

Acknowledgements: We are grateful to Allison Roche for her able research assistance. Work on this
paper was supported by a grant from America's Health Insurance Plans (AHIP) and by the
Rehabilitation Research and Training Center on Employment Policy for Persons with Disabilities at
Cornell University, funded by the U.S. Department of Education, National Institute on Disability and
Rehabilitation Research (Grant No. H133B040013). The contents of this paper do not necessarily
represent the policy of AHIP or the Department of Education, and you should not assume
endorsement by the Federal Government (Edgar, 75.620 (b)).

*Corresponding author.
dstapleton@mathematica-mpr.com
Mathematica Policy Research

600 Maryland Ave., SW, Suite 550
Washington, DC 20024

201 ILR Extension Building e Ithaca, NY 14850 e tel. 607.255.7727  fax. 607-255.2763 www.edi.cornell.edu



mailto:ps74@cornell.edu

