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JANE, EDGERTON:. RADICAL RECONSTRUCTION

procedure, the frontal bone being moved forward
over the orbits to relieve the proptosis. Figure
74, B shows the postoperative results.

Discussion. These procedures are generally long
and, particularly when performed on young chil-
dren, considerable care must be taken in the
maintenance of blood volume and humidification of
the respiratory system. In the postoperative period,
chronic measurement of intracranial pressure has
also proven to be most helpful.

The first case illustrates what we think may be an
important aspect of the early repair of craniofacial
malformation, that is, the question as to whether
remodeling of the cranial vault alone, without con-
comitant remodeling of at least the dura, is sufficient
to obtain good late results. It may well be that the un-
derlying brain and dura are the prime factors respon-
sible for the ultimate shape of the cranial vault as has
been suggested (l). Experiments in our own
laboratory also suggest that this is the case. We have
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performed a series of experiments on neonatal hood-
ed rats, in which we have systematically altered the
brain or the dura alone or we have altered both
together. The findings suggest the importance of the
dura and brain in determining skull shape (2).

Summary. Excellent cosmetic results can be ob-
tained by early intervention in severe cranial-orbital-
facial deformity. This intervention should take the
form of a combined intracranial and extracranial ap-
proach. While the procedure is of great magnitude,
the benefits to the patient and to the family seem
worth the risk.
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