BRITISH VIRGINIA

British VVirginia is a series of scholarly editions of documents
touching on the colony. These original sources range from

the 16th and 17th-century literature of English exploration to
the 19th-century writing of loyalists and other Virginians who
continued to identify with Great Britain. British 1irginia editions
appear principally in digital form, freely downloadable. The
editorial offices sit appropriately at the research university nearest
both the falls of the James River, and the site of the first English
college planned for this side of the Atlantic Ocean, Henricus
Colledge.

VIRGINIA COMPANY SERMONS

This subseries features sermons preached to and printed for the
Virginia Company of London. The first three of these sermons
supported an unprecedented effort to use religion to rally broad
support for the troubled colony in 1609, and to defend it from
a host of criticisms. William Symonds, Robert Gray, and Wil-
liam Crashaw each contributed to the cause a sermon quarto,
published by William Welby. The company revived the practice
of printing sermons in 1622 with quartos by Patrick Copland
and John Donne. The subseries offers the first type facsimiles
of most of these sermons, and searchable, color photographic
facsimiles as well. It also provides important evidence of early
objections to Virginia, a context for Donne’s celebrated address,
and additional evidence with which to reconsider the religion of
the company and colony.
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Lord finish this good worke thou hast begun; and marry this land, a
pure Virgine to thy kingly sonne Christ Iesus; so shall thy name
bee magnified: and we shall haue a Virgin or Maiden Britaine, a
comfortable addition to our Great Britaine.

William Symonds, "The Epistle Dedicatorie," sig. A3v

INTRODUCTION TO BRITISH IVIRGINLA

In the opening pages to his sermon for the Virginia Company,
William Symonds combined, to spectacular effect, two common
notions. First, he acknowledged that the promoters of the Vir-
ginia colony—who had ambitiously applied the name to much
of the eastern seaboard—had named it after Elizabeth I, the
“Virgin Queen”

Our late Soueraigne Q. E/izabeth (whose storie hath no peere
among Princes of her sexe) being a pure Virgin, found it, set
foot in it, and called it 17rginia.*

Second, Symonds evoked Saint Paul’s representation of the
church as the bride of Christ. He used the Pauline conceit to
make the colony’s virginal title amenable to Elizabeth’s decidedly
un-virginal successor, King James VI and I:

Our most sacred Soueraigne, in whom is the spirit of his
great Ancestor, Constantin the pacifier of the world, and planter of
the Gospell in places most remote, desireth to present this land a
pure Virgine to Christ. (sig. A3v)

1 The original 1606 charter that established the two Virginia companies, of
London and of Plymouth, laid claim to “that parte of America commonly
called Virginia, and other parts and territories in America either appartain-
ing unto us or which are not nowe actuallie possessed by anie Christian
prince or people, scituate, lying and being all along the sea coastes between
fower and thirtie degrees of northerly latitude from the equinoctiall line
and five and fortie degrees of the same latitude and in the maine lande
betweene the same fower and thirtie and five and fourtie degrees, and the
ilandes thereunto adjacente or within one hundred miles of the coaste
thereof” David Beers Quinn, ed., New American World: A Documentary
History of North America to 1612 (New York: Arno Press and Hector Bye,
1979), 5: 192; Samuel M. Bemiss, ed., The Three Charters of the 1 irginia Com-
pany of London (Williamsburg: The Virginia 350th Anniversary Celebration
Corporation, 1957), 1.

2 William Symonds, 17rginia: a sermon preached at W hite-Chappel (London: by 1.

Windet, for Eleazar Edgar, and William Welby, and are to be sold in Paules
Church-yard at the signe of the Windmill, 1609; STC 23594); sig. A3v.



Thus King James, represented fancifully as a descendent of the
first Christian ruler, patriarchally arranges a marriage between his
virginal colony and Christ. In order to maintain the bride’s purity,
Symonds went on to insist, the managers of the expedition “are
carefull to carry thither no Traitors, nor Papists that depend on
the Great Whore’—the whore of Babylon from the book of
Revelation, which reformers routinely applied to the Roman
Catholic Church. With this, Symonds broke off and began to
pray the words reproduced here as the epigraph, asking the Lord
to “marry this land, a pure Virgine to thy kingly sonne Christ
Tesus.” Still praying, Symonds declared that, as a result, “we shall
haue a Virgin or Maiden Britaine, a comfortable addition to our
Great Britaine.”

With this evocative phrase—“a Virgin or Maiden
Britaine”—Symonds introduced the concept that gave his ser-
mon its secondary title: “Virginea Britannia.” After the “Epistle
Dedicatorie,” virtually every page spread of his quarto features
the phrase “Virginea Britannia” in large type across the top.
Thus Symonds, or one of the stationers who produced the little
book, unwittingly provided the British Virginia project at Virginia
Commonwealth University with the Latinate root of its name.
British Virginia publishes scholarly editions of documents rang-
ing from early modern literature promoting English exploration,
such as Symonds’ sermon, to the 19th-century writing of loyal-
ists and others who continued to identify with Great Britain,
whether politically or just culturally. The general editors welcome
proposals for scholarly editions within this broad range. British
Virginia editions appear principally in digital form, specifically in
the now-free Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF). Readers
may freely download them from the British Virginia website.
Libraries may freely catalogue and acquire them without the cost
even of shelf-space. The general editors simply ask that you help
us widen and preserve access to these important sources by re-
producing and storing them, whether on hard drives, other discs,
or acid-free paper, and in any combination of inventive bindings
and boxes, computer housing, and good old-fashioned roofs and
walls.

INTRODUCTION TO “VIRGINIA COMPANY SERMONS”

In addition to serving as the first publication of British 1irginia,
Symonds’ sermon inaugurates the subseries “Virginia Company
Sermons.” This subseries offers, in most cases, the first type
facsimiles of sermons preached to, and printed for, the Virginia
Company of London. It also offers the first searchable, color
facsimiles of any of these documents—all for free.

The first two sermons to the Virginia Company did not
appear in print until early in 1609, over three years after it had
received its first royal charter, and nearly two years after it began
to establish and settle Jamestown. In the company’s first charter,
dated 10 April 16006, King James had made a brief, conventional
reference to spreading Christianity abroad, at least eventually. He

3., ¢

explained that the company’s “noble...work™ may:

hereafter tende to the glorie of His Divine Majestie in propa-
gating of Christian religion to suche people as yet live in
darknesse and miserable ignorance of the true knowledge and
worshippe of God and may in tyme bring the infidels and sal-
vages living in those parts to humane civilitie and to a setled
and quiet govermente’

Yet the rest of the 1606 charter proceeds to more immediate
and material concerns (such as the royal tax on any precious
metals the colonists might discover). Moreover, no printed

book reiterated James’ reference to religious conversion in
Virginia until 1609. Yet, by the end of 1608, negative reports
from Jamestown had made clear to its backers in London that
the colony needed the sort of broad support that perhaps only
scripture and sermons could compel. Jamestown would require a
socially diverse coalition of investors and settlers, ranging from
nobility to yeomen, and certainly including the skilled craftsmen
without whom the failing colony would not survive. Attracting
such heterogeneous supporters to a risky and dangerous venture,

3 Bemiss, Three Charters, 2.



given the colony's failure to produce anything that would turn a
quick profit, required appealing to non-commercial motivations,
such as the religious ones that the company had done little or
nothing to confirm publicly before the 1609 Virginia Company
sermons. As this introductory essay will show, within weeks after
the first two of these sermons helped to introduce its new mis-
sionary motive, the company received a second charter that ends
by placing the religious conversion of natives as its highest pos-
sible goal. Read in isolation from the sermons, the brief refer-
ences to religion in the first two charters may not seem to differ
substantially. Yet considered together, the second charter and the
early 1609 sermons appear to have supported an unprecedented
campaign (a “media blitz” even) to save Virginia by promising to
offer salvation to its native inhabitants.*

The Virginia Company’s religious promise must have
made many Londoners doubtful. For the first three sermons
in the subseries show how hard preachers had to work to try
to convince their audiences that the Virginia Company had any
right to enter or claim land that natives had rightly inherited and
were peaceably governing. This characteristic of the sermons
requires a significant re-evaluation of not only the religion of co-
lonial Virginia but also the capacity of early modern Londoners

to turn critiques of colonization against their own fellow citizens.

Yet, in reacting to the Virginia Company of London,
what sort of organization were contemporaries questioning?
King James had established two separate companies with the
1606 charter: one for London, and a second for Plymouth,
Bristol, Exeter, and other western ports. He placed over both
a “Counsell of Virginia,” which would remain in England and
consist of investors from each group, arguably in order to
“ensure that national interests did not become subordinated to
those of the two companies.” So investors not only funded but
also managed the Virginia companies, yet they did so with the

4 Rebecca Anne Goetz, The Baptism of Early Virginia: How Christiantiy Created
Race (Baltimore: John Hopkins University Press, 2012), 46.

5 James Horn, A Land As God Made It: Jamestown and the Birth of America
(New York: Basic Books, 2005), 37; Bemiss, Three Charters, 5.

permission and supervision of the crown. This dual interest,

for both the king and certain subjects, may help explain why

the Virginia Company of London can sometimes look like a
colonial arm of a nascent royal empire, nevertheless staffed

by self-interested traders, and at other times appears to be a
trading company that could not make money for anyone until
independent farmers discovered tobacco. Yet the main reason
for this confusion has been that modern readers cannot help but
see colonial Virginia as something of a birthplace for the United
States, even though the colony’s founders could have hardly
imagined, and could not have condoned, this fate. Writing over
a hundred years ago, Susan Kingsbury, the great authority on the
records of the Virginia Company, attempted to turn attention
away from its role in colonial history and, instead, toward its
relationship to dozens of contemporary trading companies.

In Kingsbury’s words, the typical supporter of the Virginia
Company “was a trader first, a colonizer afterwards”:

those interested in a project for Virginia insisted that the
investment would redound to the glory of God, but they ex-
pected to convert the savage by trading with him; they urged
the advancement of the Kingdom, but they meant to secure
dividends on their adventure by bringing back to England the
supplies she needed most—the materials for shipbuilding;
they insisted on the immense gain to come from the develop-
ment of the resources of the new country, but they expected
the lion’s share for the stockholder.’

6 Susan Myra Kingsbury. “A Comparison of the Virginia Company with
the other English trading companies of the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries.” Awmserican Historical Association. 1ts Annnal Report...or the year 19006,
vol. 1 (Washington DC, 1908), 159-76; 161. Yet some scholars have used
the sermons in particular to offer alternative accounts. Without denying
its commercial interests, Louis Wright long ago represented the company
as much more consistently religious than most historians have. Louis B.
Wright. Religion and Empire: The Alliance Between Piety and Commerce in English
Expansion, 1558-1625 (New York: Octagon Books, 1965), 84-114. Much
more recently, Andrew Fitzmaurice has argued that the company sought
to establish a Ciceronian commonwealth.



The Virginia Company’s relationship to other trading companies
arguably looks a lot stronger in the second charter than in the
first, since the later document includes the names of the mem-
bers of several of other trading companies.

The sermons preached to, and printed for, the Virginia
Company in the months surrounding its second charter may
qualify as some of the most overlooked documents promoting
the colony. David Beers Quinn decided to exclude only this one
genre of promotional Virginia Company literature from his
mammoth compilation of primary documents, New American
World: A Documentary History of North America to 1612, which
ran to five large volumes and 851 texts, yet had no room for the
sermons:

No examples (they are long-winded and in content only of in-
termittent interest) of the sermons preached to potential sub-
scribers are given. There the theme that the company was set
up largely to save the souls of the heathen could be pressed
and the missionary impulse stirred in Protestant audiences
who might not care to let all the credit for conversions go to
the papists even if, during the years 1606-1612 at least, the
company made no attempt to implement its pious promises.’

This may qualify as the first expert assessment of “Virginia
Company Sermons’: “they are long-winded and in content only
of intermittent interest.” Quinn explains why several members
of his generation chose to deemphasize the sermons, and some
of the other London documents on the Virginia Company: they
misrepresent what was happening in Virginia. For historians
focusing on what occurred in and around Jamestown, which did

not include anything like proselytizing for several years, sermons

in America, irrespective of the material gain that English colonies had
thus far failed to produce. Andrew Fitzmaurice. Humanism and America: An
Intellectual History of English Colonisation, 1500-1625 (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2003), 58-102.

7 Quinn, ed., New American World, 5:233; Fitzmaurice, 65.

promising the religious conversion of natives fostered misper-
ceptions.

Fortunately, colonial historians’ focus on Virginia as a
place in the new world, to the relative exclusion to its role in
London sermons, did not deter John Parker from writing, for
a festschrift dedicated to Quinn, an article that may still serve
as the best survey of the Virginia Company literature that ap-
pealed to potential investors and settlers on religious grounds
in 1609 and “10.% Just as fortunately, scholarly interests have
changed since Quinn compiled his collection in the late 1970s,
effectively a generation ago (when the general editors of British
Virginia were indeed small children). Colonial historians, most
notably Edward Bond, have since taken the religion of early
Vitginia much more seriously.” Simultaneously, scholars of early
modern English literature and history—including Lori Anne
Ferrell, Jeanne Shami, Peter McCullough, and VCU’s own Boyd
Berry—have demonstrated the importance of English sermons,
especially those of John Donne and Lancelot Andrewes."’ The
“Virginia Company Sermons” occupy the intersection of these
two scholarly interests, inviting students of English sermons
to consider the view from Virginia, and colonial historians that
from English pulpits.

8 John Parker, “Religion and the Virginia Colony, 1609-10,” in The Westward
Enterprise: English Activities in Ireland, the Atlantic, and America 1480-1650, ed-
ited by K.R. Andrews, N.P. Canny and P.E.H. Hair (Liverpool: Liverpool
University Press, 1978), 245-70.

9 Edward Bond, Dammned Souls in a Tobacco Colony: Religion in Seventeenth-Century
Virginia Macon GA: Mercer University Press, 2000) makes especially
good use of Virginia Company sermons. For a complementary account,
see also Douglas Bradburn, “Eschatological Origins of the English Em-
pire,” Bradburn and John C. Coombs, eds., Early Modern 1 irginia: Reconsid-
ering the Old Dominion (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2011).

10 Boyd Berry, Process of Speech: Puritan Religions Writing & Paradise Lost
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 19706); Lori Anne Ferrell, Gor-
ernment by Polenzic: James 1, the King’s Preachers, and the Rhetorics of Confornuity
(Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1998); Peter McCullough, Sermons at
Conrt: Politics and Religion in Elizabethan and Jacobean Preaching (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1998); Jeanne Shami, John Donne and Confor-
mity in Crisis in the Late Jacobean Pulpit (Cambridge: D.S. Brewer, 2003).



Thanks in large part to the scholars mentioned above,
the “Virginia Company Sermons” now offer quite a lot of inter-
est. In addition to the religious and political issues that attend
virtually all early modern English sermons, the subseries features
an exceptional store of contemporary objections to Virginia,
beginning with those that Symonds structured his entire ser-
mon to counter, and concluding with the ones that John Donne
bravely drew from his Biblical text in 1622. The unedited pho-
tographic facsimiles of the eatlier sermons have done little or
nothing to recognize the remarkable objections to early English
colonization that some of them countenance.' So the “Virginia
Company Sermons” subseries features digital type facsimiles of
the five sermon quartos most clearly produced for the company,
complete with introductory essays and bibliographical descrip-
tions. As the following section on the copy-texts explains, digital
type facsimiles offer searchable reproductions of the spelling and
layout of the original printed sources. Thanks to the generous
cooperation of the Virginia Historical Society, the type facsimi-
les also form the basis for a corresponding set of photographic
facsimiles of the VHS copies of the same five sermons. Unlike
the currently available facsimiles of these rare books, the British
Virginia editions will be color, searchable, and free.

Although the Virginia Company sermons include state-

11 William Symonds, V7rginia: a sermon preached at W hite-Chapel (Amsterdam:
Theatrum Orbis Terrarum; New York: Da Capo, 1968). Microfilm and
microfiche facsimiles include those produced for “Early English Books,
1475-1640” (Ann Arbor MI: University Microfilms International, 1957),
726:12; “Library of Thomas Jefferson” (Washington DC: Microcard Edi-
tions, 1973); “Selected Americana from Sabin’s Dictionary,” “Literature
of theology and church history in the United States and Canada; group
18,” and “New Cambridge bibliography of English literature; group 26”
(Louisville KY: Lost Cause, 1979, rpt. 1986); and possibly an additional,
unnamed and undated, series (Englewood CO: Microcard Editions, n.d.).
Digital editions for paid subscribers include those produced for “Sabin
Ameticana, 1500-1926,” <http://galenct.galegroup.com/servlet/Sabinaf
=RN&ae+CY100556729&srchtp +a&ste=14> and “Early English Books
Online,” <http://gateway.proquest.com/ openutlretx_ver=2739.88-2003
&res_id=xri:eebo&rft_val_fmt=&rft_id=xri: eebo:image:11682>.

ments that some readers will find typical of Christian missionar-
ies, Parker offered (and may have overstated) one reason why
people would not have found them typical at the time: according
to him, the 1609-10 company literature constitutes “the first
serious proposal to carry England’s religion to a non-Christian
people abroad.”"” Company preachers faced a London public
that was not yet used to spreading the gospel overseas. They
figured that the apostle Paul and Saint Augustine had already
accomplished all this for the old world, and they had not yet
seriously started competing with Catholics to evangelize the new
world. So, if the Virginia Company preachers sound like the
same old English, protestant, overseas missionaries, this may be
because they are the oldest, having adapted English missionary
rhetoric to a trans-Atlantic venture.

Yet Virginia Company preachers needed to convince
their auditors and readers of more than its new religious pur-
pose. The 1609 sermons (in old-style dating) show preachers
confronting not only the company leaders, who had invited
them to support the venture, but also other Londoners who
had a number of grave doubts about, and sharp criticisms of,
Virginia. To be sure, the 1609 sermons record objections to the
colony only in the words of its invited promoters and defend-
ers. As Parker acknowledged, “since the objectors published no
sermons or pamphlets articulating their negative attitudes, the
pro-Virginia responses are the best insights we have into the
anti-Virginia points of view” (246). The first three “Virginia
Company Sermons” will therefore provide the best available
evidence of the first English criticisms of English colonization
overseas. The subseries may help scholars identify the critics,
and to explain why they opposed the company. The fact that the
company’s opponents left no statements of their views, and no
apparent sign of their identities, makes all the more striking the
preachers’ and the company’s repeated decision to acknowledge
their fellow citizens’ objections to Virginia. The company would
have had little or no incentive to represent Londoners’ criticisms

12 Parker, “Religion and the Virginia Colony,” 247.



as more challenging or persistent than they actually were.
Nevertheless, each of the three 1609 company preach-
ers acknowledged the same strong objections, indicating that
the criticisms remained persistent at least until the company
quit printing sermons altogether in early 1610. As the next two
editions in the subseries will detail, Symonds seems to have
established the talking points for the other two people who
wrote sermons for the company in the same year: R.G., probably
Robert Gray, and Symonds’ friend, the well-placed preacher to
the Inner and Middle Temples, William Crashaw. Symonds’ title
page records the earliest date to appear in any of the company
sermons, claiming that he preached it on “25. Apri/. 1609 at
“White-Chappel,” apparently the medieval church of St. Mary,
Whitechapel, well within walking distance (over the Thames) of
Symonds’ parish, “Saint Saviors iz Southwarke,” itself only steps
away from Shakespeare’s Globe. Only three days later, on “April
28. Anno 1609,” “R. G.”” signed the dedicatory epistle to his com-
pany sermon, without giving any indication that he had actually
preached it anywhere.” William Welby entered Gray’s possibly
unpreached sermon into the stationers’ register on 3 May, where
five days later Eleazar Edgar then entered Symonds’ probably
earlier sermon.'* Welby and Edgar published the Symonds quarto
together, and their partnership seems to have gone no farther
than this (their names appear together on no other book). Some
ten months later, on “FeBr.21. 1609”/1610, Crashaw preached
a sermon to the company, which Welby registered on 19 March
and printed no less than a week later, with the year “1610”
(which began on 25 March)." Over 1609 then (according to the

13 Rlobert]. Glray]., A Good Speed to 1 irginia (London: by Felix Kyngston for
William Welbie, and are to be sold at his shop at the signe of the Grey-
hound in Pauls Church-yard, 1609; STC 12204), sig. A4r.

14 Edward Arber, ed., A Transcript of the Registers of the Company of Stationers
of London; 1554-1640 A.D. (London: privately printed, 1 July 1876; rpt.
Gloucester MA: Peter Smith, 1967), vol. I1I, f. 182v.

15 William Crashaw, A Sermon Preached in London before the right honorable I.ord
Lavvarre, Lord Gonernonr and Captaine Generall of 1irginea (.ondon: for
William Welby, and are to be sold in Pauls Church-yard at the signe of the
Swan, 1610; STC 6029); Arber, Transcript, vol. III, f. 193r.

Julian calendar), William Welby was serving as the central
stationer in the Virginia Company’s campaign to defend itself,
using sermons, from a series of persistent critiques—an effort
that the company seems to have abandoned before it actually
stopped the criticisms.

Most of the objections to Virginia had to do with indi-
viduals’ relatively personal reasons for not venturing their purse
or person with the company: investors would likely not see a
return on their investment; the passage and work would be dif-
ficult; many settlers would die in the process and could even be
forgotten back home. Yet, before dealing with this line of rather
self-interested reservations, each of the 1609 company preachers
first answered the principal objection that people were making
to the Virginia Company in 1609: that it was unconscionable,
unjust, and even unlawful to take land that others have rightly in-
herited and were peaceably governing. For those of us who have
presumed that such a criticism, so obvious to virtually everyone
now, was unthinkable in Jacobean England, its prominence and
persistence in Virginia Company sermons can come as a shock.

Symonds introduced the primary objection to the Vir-
ginia Company in the following terms:

And heere might we haue proceeded to the next point, were
it not for one scruple, which some, that thinke themselues

to be very wise, do cast in our way; which is this in effect.
The countrey, they say, is possessed by owners, that rule, and
gouerne it in their owne right: then with what conscience, and
equitie can we offer to thrust them, by violence, out of their
inheritances? (10)

According to Symonds then, people have been throwing this
“one scruple” in the “way” of a preacher who would use scrip-
ture to support colonization. These critics have been saying that
others already possess and govern the country in their own right.
And they have been asking how conscience or equity could allow
them to thrust the rightful inheritors from their lands. The mar-
ginal note for this passage reads: “Obiection. Not to enter other
Princes Territories.” Critics of Virginia were thus insisting on the
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rights not of other European or Christian princes or merchants
(as had King James in the companies’ first charter, for instance)
but of the indigenous “owners” and “Princes” who already ruled
and governed the land that the company would call Virginia. So
the English notions of land rights that would eventually benefit
Virginia settlers first posed a problem for the company back in
London, where people were refusing to support the venture in
recognition of the land rights of native rulers.

Symonds took nearly six pages to dismiss just this first
objection, before proceeding to devote the majority of his
sermon to arguing against several other ones. He did so first by
reminding his opponents of the long list of esteemed conquer-
ors who would now suffer dishonor, if Jacobean Londoners
suddenly decided to consider conquest shameful. He summoned
the “great Princes, and Monarkes, of Assyria, Persia, Media,
Greece and Rome” to tell them that their accomplishments, so
long admired, “are now araigned, and must bee found guiltie”
(10-11). He asked who can blame Cyrus, whom God anointed
“to subdne nations” (11). He informed Jacob that his “blessed bow
and sword...must be broken and burnt: and thou must bee con-
demned for vnlawfull conquest” (11-12). He challenged Joshua,
“where is thy vertue, to set thy feete vpon the neckes of princes,
in their owne kingdomes”? He demanded of David, “how wilt
thou answere for the blood thy sword hath shed?” He called on
Solomon to answer for his father the psalmist’s advice to take up
arms against his enemies and “enlarge thy borders” (12).

Yet Symonds suspected that this line of argument would
not defeat his opponents, but serve only to get them to qualify
their complaint.

I'am perswaded that at the onely naming of so mightie
Monarches, and holy conquerors, our obiecters out of their
modestie will with some distinction qualifie their proposition,
and say that it is not lawfull, by force to inuade the Territories
of other Princes, that are in quiet possession, in some sort,
and in some cases. (12-13)

This may sound like a reasonable qualification: that invasion may
occasionally be lawful but not against princes who are in “quiet”
or peaceful “possession” of their territories. Yet Symonds saw
no difference between this subtle distinction and those of the
devil and the Jesuits:

I know that the diuell himselfe, with all his distinctions, that
euer he made, which are recorded in scripture, or which he
left in hell, in his cabinet of Abstruse Studies, (locked safe,
till hee found out the Iesuits his trustie secretaries to keepe
them:) I say none of them all can arme a subiect against his
prince without sinne. (13)

With this Symonds set up his strongest counter-attack: none of
the distinctions that the objectors could make could arm a sub-
ject against his prince without sin. This conflates asking a ques-
tion about the Virginia Company with taking up arms against the
monarch who established it. Deciding not to support a failing
colony thus equals committing insurrection against the king
himself. Right after aligning the critics with Jesuits, Symonds
proceeded to associate them with people on the opposite end

of the religious spectrum in early modern England: anabaptists.

And if I might be so bold, I would faine aske one question of
these obiecters, that come dropping out of some Anabaptists
Spicery: whether (if it be vnlawfull to conquere) the crowne
sit well on the head of our most sacred soueraigne? (whose
dayes be as the dayes of heauen O Lord) For by this obiection they
shew, that had they power to vntwist that, which in so many
ages hath beene well spunne, they would write him crowne-
lesse, as farre as hee hath his title from the conqueror. (13)

Symonds thus suggested, however imaginatively, that the critics
of the Virginia Company were both Jesuits and anabaptists. In
other words, he affiliated, on one hand, some of the Church of
England’s most Catholic opponents and, on the other, some of
its most puritanical antagonists. In order to make this charge,
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Symonds need not have believed that actual Jesuits and genuine
anabaptists were responsible for the resistance to the Virginia
Company’s public relations campaign. He was likely evoking
these opponents as extremes, simply to present his own rather
puritanical version of Anglicanism as moderate. Yet, juxtaposed
to this sermon, contemporary statements of anabaptist pacifism,
or even of Jesuit concern over the prospect of a protestant foot-
ing in the New World, may suggest the identities, or at least the
communities, of those to whom Symonds was responding.

Whether anabaptist, Jesuit, or neither, the targets of
Symonds invective end up looking like traitors in his sermon.
The preacher asks them whether they think “the crowne sit well
on the head of our most sacred soueraigne?” And he charges
that, if they had the power to do so, “they would write the [king]
crownelesse, as farre as hee hath his title from the conqueror.”
To object to any conquest is thus to deny the legitimacy of all
conquests, including the one that resulted in King James’ sov-
ereignty. Symonds argued that the objectors’ apparent pacifism
masked violent treason. Compared to it, the conquest proposed
by James and the Virginia Company seemed downright peaceful
and orderly.

Symonds imagined that the objectors would object to this
charge of treason as well: “O but God forbid, saith the obiecter,
that wee should doe any wrong at all, no not to the diuell” (13).
The company’s opponents so resisted conflict, in Symonds’ cari-
cature, that they feared wronging even the devil, or disciplining
even a child: “our obiecter would not whip a child to teach him
learning and vertue, for feare of doing wrong” (14). The Virginia
Company could hurt the devil, of course, by making disciples
of the nations, as Christ’s own apostles had done: “What wrong
I pray you did the Apostles in going about to alter the lawes
of nations, euen against the expresse commandement of the
princes, and to set vp the throne of Christ” (14). One might ask
how concerned the apostles had been with altering the laws of
nations, and whether they continued to look for a “throne” for
Christ even after he refused political power, died, and ascended.
Nevertheless, the marginal note represents both the apostles and

Symonds faithfully, acknowledging that they saw it “No wrong
to bring in the Gospel” (13).

By defending conquest and evangelism, Symonds had
done most of the work of dismissing the primary objection
to Virginia, but not all of it. Critics could still say, “O but, in
entring of other countries, there must needes be much lam-
entable effusion of bloud” (14). Yet, in the words of the mar-
ginalia, “No blood [was] ment to bee shed.” Catholics might
shed the blood of natives, but true “professors of the Gospell”
would follow the example of Jacob and his progeny when they
merely “soiourne/d]” in the land of Pharaoh, and of Samson who
lived “peaceably” with the Philistines until he was “constrained
by iniustice” to defend himself (this latter example especially
unconvincing) (14-15). They could even “instruct the barbarous
princes,” as did Joseph and Daniel (15). Despite his defense of
conquest, Symonds insisted that Virginia would constitute not a
“bloudy inuasion” but a “peaceable Colony.”

And if these obiecters had any braines in their head, but those
which are sicke, they could easily finde a difference betweene
a bloudy inuasion, and the planting of a peaceable Colony

(15)

Perhaps unsurprisingly, Symonds insisted that the Virginia
colony would involve no “bloudy inuasion.” Yet the reasons that
he did so may surprise some modern readers: Londoners in 1609
presumed that the Virginia Company’s actions in the new world
would involve entering the land both unlawfully and violently
and, for this reason, they initially hesitated or refused to promote
the colony.

For his closing argument against this principal objection
to Virginia, Symonds reminded its opponents that what they
say against the colony they may also be saying against their own
ancestors:

And if our obiecter bee descended of the Noble Saxons
bloud, et him take heede lest while he cast a stone at vs, he

12



wounds his father, that first brought him in his loynes from
forreigne parts into this happie Isle. (15)

Objecting to the legality of the Virginia Company thus amounts
to stoning one’s own father, not to mention knocking the crown
from the king’s head, effectively undermining one’s own place
in a family and kingdom. You cannot oppose colonization and
conquest because you owe everything that you have and are to
the same.

With this, Symonds decided that he had disposed of the
primary objection and, so, could move on to all of the other rea-
sons that Londoners did not want to support the colony: “Their
reasons are diuerse according to their wits. One saith, England is
a sweete country...O but, saith another, my kin dred would not
be forsaken” (18-19). Understandably, many potential adventur-
ers just wanted to stay in England or take care of their families,
some perhaps for ulterior motives: “Some few, and those very
few, are not willing to leaue their fathers house, where any thing
may bee hoped for after the death of their parents” (19). Such
settlers could lose their inheritance in Virginia. Others “obiect
they are loth to goe from home; because they know not what
shall become of them” (28). Others “will not goe abroad, for
feare of loosing the blessing of God.” These said,

Sure hee cannot haue the blessing of God, that is mingled among
the heathen. Hee must lose the preaching of the word of God,
and the purity of the Sacraments, thus is he vadone in bodie

& soule. (30)

Without sermons and sacraments, an adventurer to Virginia
would lose his body and soul. Others feared being forgotten in
their home country, even before they died. They asked, “What
should a man do abroad?...If I go out of my Country, I shall be
but swallowed vp among strangers, my memorie will bee sooner
rotten abroad, though I liue; then if I were long laide in my graue
at home” (31-32). Other potential settlers feared the malice of
Catholics: “The perill, say the obiecters, is great by the Papists

that shall come on the backe of vs” (43). Others accuse the
company of millenarianism:

But stay, saith one, you run too fast without good ground: you
seeme to encline to the Millenaries, or such as looke for the
gospell to be spread ouer all the world. You must know that

is done manie a faire yeare agoe, that we need not looke for

a new Reuolution of that. It were safer to tremble at the last
iudgement, whose trumpet is euer sounding in our eares: .4rise
from the dead and come to indgement. (47)

Such critics argued that others had already spread the gospel to
the known world; they considered anyone who proposed to do
the job again a fanatic. More urgent to these people than Christ’s
commission to baptize the nations was his promise to return:
“safer to tremble at the last iudgement.”

The following edition details precisely how Symonds
defended the Virginia Company from each of these charges, at
least for the readers of his printed quarto, if not precisely for
the hearers of his oral address. Yet, while his arguments may
have convinced many, they did not convince everyone. Just three
days after Symonds preached, Robert Gray dated the epistle
dedicatory for a printed sermon that responds to three of the
same objections. As the next edition in the subseries will show,
Gray added over two more pages to the effort to defeat “[t]he
first obiection...by what right or warrant we can enter into the
land of these Sauages, take away their rightfull inheritance from
them, and plant our selues in their places, being vawronged or
vaprouoked by them.”'® Quite like Symonds, Gray thus acknowl-
edged that Londoners were objecting that the Virginia Com-

3 <¢

pany had no right to take the natives’ “rightfull inheritance” and
supplant them, especially since they had neither wronged nor
provoked the English.

Ten months after this, in February 1609/10, Symonds’

friend William Crashaw still saw a need to counter many of the

16 Glray]., A Good Speed to Virginia, sig. C3v.



very same criticisms when he preached to the company. He
devoted four more pages to “[t|he first discouragement: question
of the lawfulnes.” Furthermore, he acknowledged that “many”
had continued to raise the objection, “some” of them even for
understandable, respectable reasons:

The first and fundamentall is the doubt of lawfulnes of the action,
the question being moued by many, and some not out of
curiositie, nor other sinister, but conscionable and Christian
respects: and this keepes many from assisting it; for how may
they put their helping hands to that which they are not resol-
lued in conscience, to be lawfull and warrantable in it selfe.!”

So ten months after Symonds and Gray had started to defend
the Virginia Company from the primary charge of unlawful-
ness, Crashaw thought that the charge had grown even stron-
ger: “many’” had questioned “the lawfulnes of the action,” and
the question had kept “many from assisting it,” including some
who withheld their support “out of...conscionable and Christian
respects.” In other words, even some good Christians were not
“resollued in conscience” that the venture was “lawfull and war-
rantable in it selfe.” Crashaw thus found some of the company’s
critics sincere, even if ultimately misguided. He did the best

he could to set them right, before referring them back to “M.
Simonds his Sermon”:

And this may suffice for the lawfulnesse of the action, espe-
cially seeing whosoeuer would be satisfied more particulatly,
may haue recourse to a learned and godly Sermon...well pend...
set out by authoritie for that end (sig. D4v)

Thus Symonds ends, where he had begun, the Virginia
Company’s 1609/10 effort to preach against its opponents—
with the opponents apparently stronger than ever. No other

17 Crashaw, A Sermon Preached in London before the right honorable Lord Lavvarre,
sig. D3r.

sermons quite so devoted to and promoted by the company
would appear for over a decade.

Yet other clergymen did more briefly endorse the
Virginia Company in sermons that could only misleadingly be
called “Virginia Company Sermons,” and so do not appear in
the subseries. Nearly a year before Symonds and Gray wrote
their sermons, on 24 March 1608 at Paul’s Cross, Richard
Crakanthorpe attempted to prove that King James’ authority
came from God, and pointed to Virginia as evidence of his piety
and true religion.'® A little more than a week before Symonds ad-
dressed the company, on 17 April 1609 Robert Tynley preached
against the idolatry and false miracles of the Catholic Church,
offering Virginia as one of the true miracles that God had done
for the Church of England."” While Welby was working on the
Symonds and Gray quartos, on 7 May George Benson ended a
long sermon with a brief encouragement to settlers to show the
native peoples a better example of Christianity, and of “gentle &
humane dealing,” than had Spanish Catholics.”’

Later that month, on 28 May, Daniel Price gave quite a
bit more attention to Virginia at the end of a sermon—ryet far
less than its title promises with the phrase, “a reproofe of those
that traduce the Honourable Plantation of VIRGINIA.” Price
asked his audience for “leaue to examine the lying speeches that

18 Richard Crakanthorpe. A sermon at the solemnizing of the happie inanguration
of our most gracious and religions King Iames (LLondon: by W. Iaggard for Tho:
Adams, dwelling in Paules Church-yard, at the signe of the blew Bell,
1609; STC 5979), sigs. D21-v; Parker, “Religion and the Virginia colony,”
254 (records the date as “14 March 1608”).

19 Robert Tynley. Two Learned Sermons. The one, of the mischienous subtiltie, and
barbarous crueltie, the other of the false Doctrine, and refined Hearesis of the Rom-
ish Synagogue. Preached, the one at Paules Crosse the 5. of Nouember, 1608. The
other at the Spittle the 17. of Aprill, 1609. (London: by W. Hall for Thomas
Adams, 1609; STC 24472), pp. 67-68; Parker, “Religion and the Virginia
Colony,” 260.

20 George Benson, A Sermon Preached at Pavles Crosse the Seaventh of May, M.
DC. IX. (London; by H.L.. For Richard Moore, and are to be sold at his
shop in S. Dunstans Church-yard, 1609; STC 1886), p. 92; Parker, “Reli-
gion and the Virginia Colony,” 261.
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haue iniuriously vilified and traduced...the Plantation of VIRGINIA.”
He rebuked “those scandalous and slanderous Detractors of the
most Noble [oyage.”* And he explained why these detractors
should stop traducing it:

The Philosopher commendeth the Temperature, the Marchant
the commodity, the Polititian the opportunity, the Diuine, the
Pietie, in conuerting so many thousand soules. The 17rginian
desireth it, and the Spaniard enuyeth vs, and yet our own /Zasie,
drousie,yet barking Countrimen traduce it: who should honour

it, if it were but for the remembrance of that [Zrgine Queen

of eternal memory, who was first godmother to that land and
Nation. (sig. F2v)

Yet, while Price thus joined the preachers who were defending
the Virginia Company from its critics, he did not specify any
of their objections; he did not devote much of his sermon to
the matter; he did not dedicate his quarto to the company; and
he did not have it printed by Welby. Neither the company nor
anyone else printed a sermon for the Virginia Company until
William Crashaw did neatly a year later. And then no one did so
again for over a decade.

A few other texts, in other genres, can help make sense
of the spurt of sermons that defended the Virginia Company
from detractors, especially in April and May of 1609. Robert
Johnson, chaplain to the Bishop of Lincoln, introduced the
Virginia Company’s newfound religious purpose, and started
the task of defending it from critics, in the quarto tract Nova
Britannia, which Samuel Macham entered into the stationers’
register on 18 February 1608/9.7 After more than two years of

21 Daniel Price, Savls Probibition Staide. Or The Apprebension, and Examination of
Savle. And the Inditement of all that persecute CHRIST, with a reproofe of those that
traduce the Honourable Plantation of 1VIRGINIA. (London: for Matthew Law,
and are to be Sold in Pauls Church-yard, neere vato Saint Austines Gate, at
the Signe of the Foxe, 1609; STC 20302), sig, F2r.

22 Arbet, Transcript, vol. 111, . 179v.

merely sporadic and passing references to religion in Virginia
Company literature, Johnson ambitiously claimed that the
Virginia colony would

advaunce and spread the kingdome of God, and the knowl-
edge of the truth, among so many millions of men and
women, sauage and blind, that neuer yet saw the true light
shine before their eyes, to enlighten their minds and comfort
their soules.”

Yet he knew that his audience would have doubts about this
new religious claim on behalf of the company. He admitted that
“some obiect” that he and the company were “being led on by
our owne priuate endes”’; moreover, they asked “how we can
warrant a supplantation of those Indians, or an inuasion into
their right and possessions” (sigs. B4v-Clr). Here, just as soon
as he first announced the Virginia Company’s new missionary
motive, Johnson recognized that some would “obiect” that it
amounted to the self-interested “supplantation” of “Indians”
and “inuasion into their right and possession.” Johnson defend-
ed the company by insisting that it intended not to supplant, but
to benefit, native peoples:

And as for supplanting the Sauages, wee haue no such intent
: our intrusion into their possessions shall tend to their great
good, and no way to their hurt, vnlesse as vnbridled beasts,
they procure it to themselues (sig. Clr-v)

The company will not supplant but will benefit the natives, un-
less they behave like “beasts” and, therefore, require the settlers
to supplant them—or “procure” their own “hurt.” Until then,
adventurers would make clear to the natives that they had come:

23 Robert Johnson, Nova Britannia (London: from Samvel Macham, and are
to be sold at his Shop in Pauls Church-yard, at the Signe of the Bul-head,
1609; STC 14699.5), A4v.
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not to supplant and roote them out, but to bring them from
their base condicion, to a farre better. First, in regard of God
the Creator; and of Iesus Christ their Redeemer, if they will
beleeue in him. And secondly, in respect of earthly blessings.
(sig. Clv)

In this, Johnson began to prepare the way, in February, for the
preachers who would address the company and print their ser-
mons in April and May, beginning with Symonds. Yet by the time
that he did so, Symonds may have thought that objections on
behalf of native rights and possessions had grown stronger. For
he devoted much more attention to countering them than had
Johnson.

Shortly after Symonds and Gray’s sermons appeared in
print, King James signed the Virginia Company’s second char-
ter, dated 23 May 1609.** Among its innovations, one of the last
paragraphs of the lengthy charter made official the religious
motive that pro-Virginia preachers had introduced over the past
three months, announcing:

the principall effect which wee cann desier or expect of this
action is the conversion and reduccion of the people in those
partes unto the true worship of God and Christian religion

54

Even if this claim resulted in no other conversion before Poca-
hontas, it did complete the religious conversion of the Vir-

ginia Company, which had appeared rather unconcerned with
the proselytizing up until these months, even in London. The
preachers Johnson, Symonds, and Gray had each worked to ef-
fect this conversion of the company into a religious body. These
writers could not have worked alone, though. The names of
both William Crashaw, Bachelor of Divinity, and William Welby,
stationer, appear in the second charter, suggesting that they had

24 Samuel M. Bemiss, The Three Charters of the Virginia Company of London
(Williamsburg: The Virginia 350th Anniversary Celebration, 1957), 54.

both the motive and the opportunity to have helped initiate the
Virginia Company sermons (32, 37).

Crashaw could have certainly influenced Symonds to
start the sermon series. After an unsuccessful stint as a school-
master in Oxford and three rectorships in Lincolnshire, Sy-
monds preached a sermon commemorating James VI and I’s
first visit to the diocese of Lincoln, on 25 April 1603 (the feast
of St. Mark, the same feast day on which he would address the
Virginia Company six years later). Yet as Stephen Wright, his
ODNB biographer has explained, “[f]ollowing the promulgation
of the new canons in 1604...his differences with the practice of
the established church came to the notice of authorities.” Until
the bishop visited in August, Symonds did not wear the surplice.
In 1600, as a lecturer at both Christ Church, Greyfriars, London
and St. Saviour’s in Southwark, he again had to be instructed to
read public prayer and administer the sacraments in the surplice,
and he again conformed. At his last Lincolnshire rectorship,
Halton Holgate, Symonds had benefited from the patronage
of a promoter of the Virginia Company, Robert Bertie, Lord
Willoughby. He had also gotten to know Crashaw, the well-
connected preacher at the Temple. One or both of these men
would seem to have encouraged Symonds to move to London
and support Virginia, which evidently became an abiding con-
cern of his. A couple years after seeing his Virginia sermon in
print, Symonds helped to bring to press the two parts of .4 Map
of Virginia (1612), attributed to Bertie’s more famous patronage
client, Captain John Smith. While this demonstrates Symonds’
continuing interest in Virginia, it shows support for Smith and,
therefore, a willingness to aggravate those who had excluded the
talented yet controversial captain from the company in 1609.
According to Wright, “the Virginia Company acted to block the
publication of the book in London: it had quarreled with Smith

25 Stephen Wright, Symonds, William (b. 1556, d. in or after 1616),” in
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography online ed., ed. Lawrence Goldman,
Oxford: OUP, http:/ /www.oxforddnb.com.proxylibrary.vcu.edu/view/
article/26892 (accessed November 9, 2011).
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and sought to muzzle criticism of its own stewardship of the en-
terprise.””” Thus Symonds, the Virginia Company’s first preacher
in print, came to antagonize the company’s ruling faction in
print.

Yet in the 1609 sermon quarto presented here, Symonds-
directed his aggression and his persuasive powers against not the
Virginia Company but its opponents, especially its most local
critics in London, whom he tried to coax over to the colony’s
side. In so doing, he arguably preserved their critiques, some
of the earliest on record, of English colonization and overseas
evangelism. While he must have filtered and skewed his con-
temporaries’ objections, he and the preachers who joined him in
defending the company in 1609/10 represented them as far more
numerous, formidable, and ethical than most modern readers
would otherwise imagine.

THE EDITIONS AND SOURCES

The “Virginia Company Sermons” subseries offers both digital
type facsimiles and searchable, photographic facsimiles of five
printed quartos held at the Virginia Historical Society in Rich-
mond. Whereas the black-and-white photographic facsimiles
previously available of these sermons feature images of indi-
vidual copies, type facsimiles reproduce them in modern, and
now digital, type. Although a type facsimile duplicates less of a
book less faithfully than does a photographic facsimile, it also
features a more legible, and a searchable, text. Furthermore, the
work of rekeying and rechecking each letter in a book teaches
one much about it, which leads to the introductory essays and
bibliographic descriptions that further distinguish “Virginia
Company Sermons” from the unedited photo facsimiles. Our
digital type facsimiles reproduce original spelling, line breaks,
page numbers, sighatures, measurements, and virtually every
feature that we can learn how to duplicate without photographs
or scans. This has required months of not only transcribing and
quadruple-checking the text, but also taking measurements of
individual features and learning Adobe InDesign well enough to
replicate them. Among her many invaluable contributions to the
project, Neal Wyatt, British Virginia’s first graduate research as-
sistant, has done an amazing job teaching herself InDesign and
consulting the original quarto to check my measurements and
take many others.

Yet a type facsimile cannot reproduce exactly. Every
feature that we have painstakingly reconstructed reveals at least
one more that we cannot represent. I have chosen a digital font
that differs from the one that the printer, ]. Windet, used; most
glaringly, it lacks the long s, which I have conflated with the
short 5. We are replacing engravings with simple rectangles. Even
if we learned our tools well enough to fabricate the font and
engravings, a digital type facsimile would still misrepresent them
by regularizing them. Despite hours and months of attempts to
acknowledge the often odd spacing between letters, the comput-
er program makes them somewhat uniform, as it does individual
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letter forms and the rules that form the borders. Of coutse, each
of Windet’s pieces of type was distinct, with its own damage,
and each imprint from them could differ, depending on the ap-
plication of ink and the features of the paper: digital type tends
to appear much more regular on a properly-working computer
screen. Windet’s rules are not straight; our rules are identical. So
a digital type facsimile constitutes something of an idealized ap-
proximation, perfecting much of the variation of an early mod-
ern printed book and, if only for this reason, always imperfectly
reproducing it.

A type facsimile also reproduces a single copy of a book,
as opposed to a critical edition, which collates several copies
of a text in order to identify variants and to arrange copies in a
genealogical recension or sequential press run. Since Symonds’
sermon survives only in copies of a single printed edition, a
critical edition would serve primarily to determine the order in
which Windet and his colleagues produced and, more to the
point, corrected the book in the process of printing it. A com-
plete critical edition, based on an analysis of all extant copies,
would record every stop-press variant that resulted from any
corrections. It would demonstrate, among other things, that
Windet or his compositor had initially placed the engraved initial
S upside-down and signed the epistle “Fours” instead of “Yours.”
These two mistakes remain in the New York Public Library
copy. I have decided to publish the present edition after consult-
ing only a few copies of the sermon, and forgoing such critical
editorial work, with only so strong a defense for doing so: British
Virginia’s digital publication strategy makes it quite affordable to
publish a critical edition or, for that matter, a modernized text at
a later time. In fact, because of the generous partnership of the
Virginia Historical Society, we are able to publish, alongside the
five type facsimiles, a second set of five searchable, color, photo-
graphic facsimiles, beginning with the present edition.

We are editing the Virginia Historical Society’s copies of
the sermons for a few reasons, and not only because they re-
side within a (vigorous but pleasant) walk from VCU. The VHS
seems to be one of only three institutions that owns all five of

these sermons; the University of Virginia and the British Library
have all five as well. Yet, especially in the case of the BL, these
other sets of all five are part of much fuller collections of early
modern English sermons and books. The VHS, on the other
hand, has arguably isolated the five sermons devoted to the
company by including them in an otherwise small collection of
contemporary sermons, and drawing the line precisely where the
subseries does, excluding Price, Crakanthorpe, Benson, and Tyn-
ley, who merely mention Virginia.** Editing the VHS copies ack-
owledges that the library has already, in its own way, done much
of the work of recognizing the relationship that these sermons
have to one another and to Virginia. Of course, in this, the VHS
was itself following the book collectors who had preserved these
sermons.

The VHS copy of Symonds’ sermon (Rare Books I
229 §98) is a beautifully preserved, rare example of the sort of
unbound, untrimmed copy that book browsers would have en-
countered in William Welby’s bookstall in St. Paul’s Churchyard.
It has been loosely stabbed through in three places, partially cov-
ered only in a probably contemporary, rather stained and small,
half-sheet of paper. The other copies that I have consulted have
been bound, either on their own ot in a sammelband with other
works. A bookworm has done more to modify the little book
than has any hand: no marginal notes predate those in pencil
added by modern librarians or, possibly, booksellers or collec-

26 The VHS has just one other contemporary sermon, which contains only
notes on Virginia: John King, A sermon at Paules Crosse, on bebalfe of Panles
Chaureh, March 26, 1620 / by the B. of London (London: by Edward Grif-
fin for Elizabeth Adams, 1620; STC 14982; Rare Books BV4210 .K58
1620). It also has a treatise refuting another work by one of the Virginia
Company preachers: John Floyd, The overthrow of the Protestants pvipit-babels,
convincing their preachers of lying & rayling, to make the Church of Rome seeme
mysticall babell. Particvlarly confuting 1V, Crashawes sermon at the crosse, printed
as the patterne to iustify the rest. 1"V ith a preface to the gentlemen of the Innes of
conrt, shewing what vse may be made of this treatise. Togeather with a disconery of M.
Crashawes spirit: and an answer to bis lesuites ghospell. By 1. R. Student in diuinity.
([St. Omet]: anno 1612; STC 1111; Rare Books BX3702.A2 F7).
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tors.

The book stays in a modern clamshell box and four-flap
folder of thin cardboard covered in blue, waxy cloth and, on the
inside, light blue paper. This box and folder came from “the cel-
ebrated library” of Boies Penrose II (1902-1976), the nephew of
Boies Penrose (1860-1921), the Senator from Pennsylvania. Past-
ed in the center of the left side flap is the bookplate of “Boies
Penrose,” with an image of “OLD EAST INDLA HOUSE.”
This is superimposed upon the earlier, partially-visible bookplate
of “BOIES PENROSE II.” The book went up for auction with
much of the rest of the younger Penrose’s library in 1971.%

On the other flap is a manilla pocket enclosing a type-
script on the letterhead of a book dealer who likely acquired the
book at the Sotheby sale, at which he was quite active (accord-
ing to an incomplete list of buyers and prices included with at
least one copy of the catalogue): “Kenneth Nebenzahl INC. /
33 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE ¢ CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
60601 « TELEPHONE: 312/641-2711 « CABLE: NEBEN-
BOOKS.” The footer explains, “Rare Books, Maps, Manuscripts
& Prints relating to the Western Hemisphere. Member: ABAA,
ILAB.” The undated typescript, some of which deserves scru-
tiny, reads:

SYMONDS, WILLIAM. Virginia. A Sermon Preached at
White-Chappel...the Adventurers and Planters for Virginia....
Small 4to., stitched in original paper wrapper, uncut;

large portion of final leaf, blank except for printer’s

27 Sotheby & Co., The Celebrated Library of Boies Penrose ESQ FSA FRGS, 2
vols. (London: Sotheby & Co, 1971), 78-79: 242 SymoNDs (WILLIAM) VIR-
GINIA. A sermon preached at White-chappel, in the presence of many, hon-
ourable and worshipfull, the Aduenturers and Planters for Virginia, FIRST
EDITION, 7205t of last leaf, blank except for printer’s rules, torn away, inner margin
with a little worming, but A VERY FINE COPY, UNCUT, STITCHED IN THE ORIGINAL
WHITE PAPER WRAPPER, 272 a cloth wrapper and case [STC 23594, Church 344]

small 410 1. Windet, for Eleazar Edgar, and William Welby, 1609
** The first sermon preached before the Company of Adventurers to
Virginia, suitably based on Genesis, 12, i-iii.

rule, torn away; but a fine copy in original state. Pro-
tective case.

London, for Edgar & Welby, 1609
First edition. First sermon preached to the Virginia
colonists before their departure to America - the message
of advice spoken to those who established the first per-
manent English colony in the New World. The sermon was un-
doubtedly given late in May, preparatory to the expedition
of seven ships and 500 men that sailed under Gates and
Somets.
This fine copy is more than an inch wider and nearly an
inch taller than the Huntington Library copy.

Church 344. DNB XIX, p. 278. JCBII, 93. Sabin 94125.
STC 23594. Vail 19.

Nebenzahl, or his associate, professed a lack of doubt only
when making a doubtful claim, dating the performance of the
sermon to May, after omitting the April date on the title-page.

Beneath the superimposed Penrose bookplates is the
simpler one of the collector who would seem to have purchased
the book from Nebenzahl, in the seventies or eighties: “Gordon
M. Jones, M. D. / Falmouth / Virginia.” Above the pocket is the
VHS bookplate: “Virginia Historical Society / Acquired Under
/ Thomas Kitbye / First Settlers Fund.” Within the volume,
among the modern cataloguing notes, this line, written in pencil
up the left margin of sig. Alv, gives the last piece of the prov-
enance puzzle: “9-5-88 Jones...Kirbye.” This indicates that the
VHS purchased the volume directly from Dr. Jones, on the fifth
of September in 1988, with Kirbye funds. While none of the
book’s modern owners edited it or published the claims with
which I open this edition, they did anticipate this subseries by
collecting the sermons together, among related works. Needless
to say, without the value that they placed on these rare books,
and the work they have done to make them accessible, we would
lack the important evidence that the sermons provide.
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION

This technical description admittedly repeats, yet usefully con-
denses, information that the following pages spread out. It
records the text of the title page, drop-heads, running titles,
epistle subscription, catchwords, and explicit—with the font size
regularized. It also includes a codicological collation that distin-
guishes the gatherings and identifies the signed leaves, as well

as information on the pagination. Again, nothing short of a full
textual collation identifying every variant in every extant copy
will teach us all we can learn about the printing of this quarto.
Yet this description can help those scholars with the opportunity
to carry on such work, as it offers a range of features that one
can check quickly when consulting other copies (which it lists
below), in order to begin the process of identifying its variants
and its place in a press run.

VIRGINIA. | [rule] | A | SERMON | PREACHED AT |
White-Chappel, In The | presence of many, Honourable and

| Worshipfull,the Aduenturers and Plan- | ters for Virginia. |
25.April1609. | PVBLISHED FOR THE BENEFIT | And Vse
Of The Colony, Planted, | And to bee Planted there, and for
the Ad- | uancement of their Chris- | tian Purpose. | By Wil-
liam Symonds, Preacher at Saint | Saviors iz Southwarke. | [rule]

| Ivde.22.23. | Haue compassion of some, in putting of differ-
ence : | And other saue with feare,pulling them out of the fire. |
[rule] | London | Printed by I. Windet, for Eleazar Edgar, and |
William Welby , and are to be sold in Paules Church- | yard at the
Signe of the Windmill. | 1609.

4°, A-H*, ($3 (-A1, B3) signed), 32 leaves.

Sigs. Alr t., Alv ruled blk, A2r-A4r Dedication dh:
[llustration] TO | THE RIGHT NO- | BLE, AND WORTHIE
| ADVANCERS OF THE STANDART | OF CHRIST, among the GEN-
TILES, | the Aduenturers for the Plantation of | VIRGINIA, IV.S.
prayeth | that Nations may blesse them, | and be blessed by |
them. | [rule], A2v-A4r rt: THE EPISTLE | DEDICATORIE., Adr
sub: Yours most heartily affected in | the caunse of Virginia. | WIiLLIAM

SmmonDs., A4v ruled blk, B1r-H3v text dh: VIRGINEA | Bri-
TANNIA. | A | SERMON PREACHED AT | WHiTE CHAPPELL,
IN THE | presence of many the Aduentu- | rers, and Planters
for | VIRGINIA. | [rule] | GENEsis 12.1.2.3. | For the Lord had said
vnto Abram, Get thee out of the Coun- | trey, and from thy kindred, and
from thy fathers house, vn- | to the land that I will shew thee. | And I will
mafke of thee a great nation, and will blesse thee, and | make thy name
great, and thou shalt be a blessing. | I will blesse them also that blesse
thee, and curse them that curse | thee, and in thee shall all the families of
the earth be blessed. | [rule], B1v-H3v rt: VIRGINEA. | BRITANNIA.,
H4z-v [55-50] ruled blk.

Pagination: B1r-H3v paginated 1-54 without error.

Press-figures: none.

Catchwords: A2t breake, (breake™), A2v nen (~), A3t Angell
(~), A3v that (~), Blr earth (~), Blv For (~), B2r These (~),
B2v that (~), B3t that (~), B3v land”™ (land,), B4r wercie (~),
B4v call (~), Clr is (~), Clv tude, (~), C2r burnt™: (burnt :),
C2v lawfull™ (lavvtull,), C3r stones, (~), C3v iustice, (~), C4r
such”™ (such,), C4v ha" " (ha m,), D1r the (~), D1v indeede”™
(indeede,), D2r mightier (~), D2v pleaseth. (~), D3r then (~),
D3v we (~), D4r neth (~), D4v part, (~), Elr A (~), Elv rose
(~), E2r promise (~), E2v thee, (~), E3r such (~), E3v kinde, (~),
E4r willing” (willingly), E4v the (~), Flr the (~), F1v know-"
(knowledged), F2r know (knovv), F2v and (~), F3r Sazans (~),
F3v ly (~), F4r hid (~), F4v of (~), G1r vato (~), G1v ple (~),
G2r exempt (~), G2v Aske (~), G3r offen- (offending), G3v a//
(~), G4r condem- (condemnation), G4v The (~), H1r the (~),
H1v Kings (~), H2r the (~), H2v ny (~), H3r tence (~).

Explicit. H3v FINIS.
Copies: Beinecke Library (Yale University) 2003 265;
Birmingham Central Library [in ESTC]
Bodleian Library (Oxford University) 4° F 34(9) Th.;
Boston Public Library H.26.270;
British Library, General Reference Collection 694.e.4.(17.);
Cambridge University Library, Rare Books, Bb*.11.42(E);
Chapin Library (Williams College) Am1609 .S85 vault;
Durham University Library STC (2), 23594
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Folger Shakespeare Library STC 23594;

Huntington Library, Rare Books 3362;

Library of Congress Rare Book/Special Collections F229 .S98
English Print;

Lincoln College, Oxford N .2.27 (item 4);

Newberry Library, Special Collections Vault Ayer 150.5 .V7 §9
1609;

New York Public Library, Schwartzman Building, Rare Book
Collection *KC 1609 (Symonds, W. Virginia)

Princeton University Library, Rare Books (Ex) 1230.893;

University of Virginia Library Special Collections A 1609 .S95;
F229 .598 1609;

Virginia Historical Society, Rare Books F229 .S98;

William L. Clements Library (University of Michigan) C 1609 Sy.
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SERMON

PREACHED AT
Wihire.Casren, [niThas

refence of many, Honourable and
Worfhipfull,the Aduenturers and Plan-
tarsfor VirG 1 v 1 a.
25. 4pril. 160 9.

PVBLISHED FOR THE BENEFIT
Axp Vse Or Tus COLONY,PLANTED,
Andto bee Planted there, and for the Ad-
vancement oftheir C u g 1 s-
T I A N Purpofe.

By WirLirramSymon s, Preacher at Saine
SAvVIoORS inSouthvarke.

Ivo E.22.23.

Haue compaffion of fome, in putting of difference :
And other {aue with feare,pulling them out of the fire.

Lonxpox
Printedby I. Winper, forELeazar Evcar, and
William Welby , and are to be fold in Paules Church-
“yard at the Signe of the Windmill. p

L G g g




2

N

9-5-51 Ton<s #7,5q0,00 ‘L"'Dxie

oA

Gk

-

o

-

143
BLE, AND WORTHIE

Apvaneins "OW TR 085 AN danr

of Curisr,amongthe GEnTiLES,

~the Aduenturers for the Plantation of
VIRGINIA,W.S. prayeth

that Nations may bleffe them,
and be blefled by
them,

Right Noble andworthy,

V CH asdoe prayfe the |
worthies,do cloth them
with therobes of others
| that haue gone bcfore
4l them in veriues of like
nature, ‘A thing which
[ cannot doe of your Plantation , fecing
neither Teftament (that 1can find)dooth
afford vs a Parallell in men of like quali-
tie. That great , and golden SEN-

bi’&?/\’?,

. b |

TENCE, The feede of the woman , fhall | Gene:3.15-




Dan.2.35.
Ephe.6. 17.

Eufel, de Gita

Tl rESTLE

breake the Serpents head,(the onely fubie&
ofallages) with a part of the wifedome
‘hatis telded therin, bicherto hath beau-
ified the world with admirable and plea

[ant vacieties ; more rich and delightfull
then all the ornaments of Princes palaces,
orthe Curtaines of Salomon. Here may we
(ze the Flood, theburning of Sodom ; the
drown ng of Pharoh: the fubduing of the
Cananites by Dawid and his {onnes; the
breaking of Monarchies into chaffe ; the
(urprifing & couquering of great Nations,
by Fither-men , with the [word of the [pi-
rit ; the ffamping of the Dragon (the Hea-
then Empire) into peeces by Conflantine;

SonZantint,

Aeue.b. &.19.

the delolation , and nakednefle of Anti-
chrift, now readie to be caft into the fire.
Maniteft demonftrations of the Serpents
bruifed head. Buthere isnot-all. Thefe
things weredonein a corner, in compari-
(on of thatwhich isin hand, and remai-
neth to be accomplifhed at thelaft judge-
ment. Long{incethe Gofpell of Chrift did
ride forth conquering that hee might oner-
come. AndNO W, the hoftes that arein bea.

nen

DEDICATORIE.

uen dse follow him on White borfes. Now the
Lord b 1th made bare bis holy arme, in the fight
of allthe Gentiles ; and all the ends of the earth
fhall fee the [aluatic of our God N O W many
Mighty Kings haue fet their Crownes vp-
onthehead of Chrift. The valiant foul-
dier faith, The [hields of the world belong to
God. Thetrue Nobilitie, haue vpon their
hotfe bridles, Holineffe to the Lord. And
now the wife andinduftiious Merchant,
doth hold the riches of the Gentiles too
bafz a fraight for his fhippes. He tradeth
for his wifedome,that faid : Surely the Ifles
wait for me (faich the Lord) and the [hippes of
the Ocean most efpecially : namely to carry
the Gofpellabroad. The people in mul-
titudes, like ftronge thundrings, doe fay
Hallelu-iab, Andwhoiswanting in this
bleffed expedition? Surely , notany tribe,
Pray/e ye the Lord, - for the people that offered
t/ycm/eluesﬁ ‘Wi[/ill(g/y. FO.I‘ who can with-
draw himfelfe from concurrence in fo
good an action : efpecially, when he {hall
but read, or heare,that one fentence w hich

Deborah did fing : (urfeye Meroz, fayd the

Ifai. 52.10.

Pfal. 47.9,

Vit Angell

Zach.14.20,

1fai. 60.9.

Reuel. 19.6.

Iudg. §.2.

Reuel, 19.12.
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Tue Errstie

1.

DepreasTorR1E:

Tudg.s.23.

Eufeh. de Sita
Conftantin,

Angeil of the Lord carfe the tnbabitants therof:
becanfe they came not forth to belpe the Lord.
Thisland, was of old time , offered to
out Kings. Ourlate Soueraigne Q. Eliza-
beth (whofz florie hath no peere among
Princes of her fexe) beinga pureVirgin,
foundir,fetfootin it,and called ic Pirginia.
O ur moft {acred Soueraigns , inwhom
is the {pirit of his great Anceftor,( onflantin
the pacifierof the world, and planter of the Gof-
pell inplaces moft remote , defireth to prefent
thisland apure Virgineto Chrift. Suchas

doe mannage the expedition , are carefull-

to carry thither no Traitors, nor Papifts
that depend on the Great 7P hore. Lord fi-

nifh this good worke thoubaf} begun; and mar- |

ry thisland, a pure Virgine to thy kingly
fonne Chrift lefus; fo fhall thy name bee
magnified : and we (hall hanea Virgin or
Maiden Britaine, a comforeable addition
to our Great Britaine. ;
And now Right Worthy, if anyaske.an
account of my vocation, to write and
Preach thus much ; I anfivere : that al-
though 1 could not faisfie their requeft

that

that would haue megoe; yet 1could not

omit to thewe my zeale to the glory ol
God, Iftheyaskeaccount of my Dedica-
tion, I anfwere, yourvertue bath exacted
it. I any manlift to be curious, or conten-
tious , wee haue no fuch cuftome, nor the
Churches of God. Hold on your bleffed
courfe,and you fhall receiue blefsings of
Chrift. BlefSed bee the Lord God ; euen the
Godof Ifraell, which onely worketh great won-
ders,and hath put thefe blefled thoughts
intoyour Chriftian hearts, 4nd blef-
[fed be bis glorions name for euer ,
and let all the earth be filled
with bis glory , Amen,
Amen;

Yours moft heartily affected in
the caufe of Virginia.

Wirriam Simonps,

Pfal. 72.18,19*
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A
SERMON PREACHED AT

Warre Cuarrere,In Tus
prefence of many the Aduentu-
rers, and Plantersfor
VIRGINTIA.

GenNzesis 12.1.2.3.

For the Lovd had faid vnto Abrawms , Get thee ont of thy Coun-
trey, andfrom thy kinared, andfrons thy fathers boufe, vn-
| tothelandthas Iwill(oew thee.
Avwd I wslimake of thee 4 great nationy and willble[Je thee, and
make thy name great, and thow (halt be a blefsing.
Twill élejfe them alfo that bleffe thee,and curfethemthat curfe
thee, and in thee (ballall the familses of the earth be blefed.

2 His Booke of Genefis contei-
neth theftory of the Creation
o)~ andPlantation of heauen and
¥, earth, with conuenient inhabi-
2 tants, The heauen hath An-
) gels, the skieftarres, the aire

2 foules, the water fithes, the
B : earth

e, !




NVIRGINEA,

2.007.4.4.

28.

Gen.2,17 (8
33
If45.45.23.
Gen.9.152.

Gen.11.1.

Gen 11,7

Gen0.32.

Gen 11.10.

Matib,22.30.

Gen.1,20 .27,

carth (farnithed wich plants and hearbes,and beafts)
was prouided for man a while to inhabite,, who af-
ter was to be receiued into glory,like vaso the Angels.
Hereupon the Lord (who by his great decree, fet
downe by his whole Trinitie, had determined that
man fhould rule among the creatures ) did make
man , both male and female, Afrer bis owne 1mage,
that is,lefus Chrifl;and gaue them this bleffing, Bring

forthfruit and mmlti(:rlz'z;7 and fill the earth , and [ibdue

findeinterruption by the finne of man , that hadin-
curred the curfeto die the death : yet we fec that God
would not,for any thing, alter bis 0ath andword,that
wasgone out of his month 3 for vato Neah heereuiued
this precept after the flood.

rebellion againft them: fo hath this moft{pecially;
infomuch that the whole earth confpired to make
openinfurrection againtt it, by building of a Citie,
and Townethe better to continue together. For the
fubduing of whichrebellion , T'he Lord came downe,
and confounded their languages , and fCatteredthem a-
broad : Not onely to the ouerthrow of their ambiti-
on, who fought z grest name; butalfo to deprine
them of his fpirituall grace offaluation, one bein
not able to vnderftand the other: And foof the
fonnes of Noah , were. the Nations dinided after the
flord.

Among whome the blefled line of $hemis not
onely plentifully remembred; but alfo commended,
asobedient vato that furft and great Law of God :

it ¢ye. And howfoeuer this precept might feeme to |

But as all the commandements of God doefinde |.

BrRiTaANNI A,

For Terah, thefather of Abram | withhis family, are
reported to be found ina Land not theirs, that they
might fill the earth.

The reafon why Terab ; and his family remoued,
isrecordedin thefe three verfes; and, inaword, is
the calling of 4bram by the Lord toremooue. In
the ftorie whereof,, arethefe two points: Firftthe
the vocation of _4bram , in thefe three verfes , and
then his obedience vnto this heauenly calling,in the
fourthverfe. Hisvocation hath firft the comman-
dement of the Lord,and then the reafons and argu.
ments, by which God doeth induce him thereunto.
The commandement is to take a journeys in which
we muft confider the places from whence, and whi-
ther he was to goe.  Theplace from whence, is not
defcribed Cofmographically, but Morally, contei-
ning three importantreafons , in all good fort, to
reft him where hee was. The firft is his Countrey,
which was pleafant , and fruicfull : The fecond his
kindred, which was holy and blefled: The third, 4/s
fathers honfe , which was louing and rich. Hence
muft hee goe, andleaue them all behind, ifthey
would not goe with him. The place whither hee
muft goeis alfo very generally noted out : Namely,
the place which God would [hew him : aplace vtterf,y
vnknewen wato bim, {o thatfrom thence he had no
argument, to quicken him to thatvoyage.

Thearguments which thie Lord doth vfeto per-
fwade 4bram, to thisiourney are all taken from the
promifes of God a ftronger reafon thenthe ve
{weetnefle of Paradife could be vnto a faithful man.

For{

- s Thefe

v

The context.

Goeoutof

Thy Country.

To the place
which I {hall
{hew thee,

Arguments
from promifes.
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BrRiTANNIA,

1, A great Na-
tion.

2.Blefle thee,

3.A great
name.

4.Ablefling:

1.Blefle them
thar blefle

1 thee.

».Curfe them
that curfe
thee,

Thefe promifes doe partly concerne Aéram him-
[elfe, pardy thofe among whom hefhall liue. For
himfelfe the Lord doeth promife foure things : Ficft
thar,whercas himfelfe was childlefle, Hewsuld make
of him a grear nation. A thing which the builders of
Babel drifted burweredifappointed of by the iudge-
ment of God:. The fecond promife is, that Gedwil
blefte bim , by gining him the good things of this
prefentworld, and that which is to come: A thing
which the builders of Babelloft, by tranfgreffing
Gods commandement of replenithing the.earth.
The third thingis , that the Lord wil make him a

 great pame, with much honour , and good report

which the confounded builders of Babel fought,
and miffed, becaufe of their finne. The fourth pro-
mife is, that he fhall be brefsimg: That is, fuchaone
as men{hall be the better where hee commeth; and
fo thinke themfelues , feeing that throughhim, as
through a golden Pipe, the Lord will beftow his
bleflings vpon ais family, and others among whom
he liueth, :
Thearguments that concerne other men j:are.of

{ two forts; the oneis their Temporall eftate ; the o-

ther their Spirituall.. Concerning the Temporall
eftate of thofe amongft whom heelineth, God will
difpoft of, as they difpofe themfelues towards 4

bram : For the Lord well bleffe them, and caufe them
to profper , that {eeke the biefstng and profperitie of
Abram. Andagaine,ifthey ftand otherwifeaffected
cowards dbran | then will the Lord alfo fet his face

againftthem , in thefewords : And Iwill curfe them
that

that carfethee: So that nothing they haue (hall prof—'

per, vatill they be gracious and fauorable to Abrare.
That which concerneth their Spirituall eftate, is, in-
deede anargument to a faithfull man, fironger then
chaines of Adamant; Namely,that by this meanes,
the peopleall abroadfhall receiue the grace of fal-
uation. The thing he promifethis faluation by the
Gofpel; inthis word, 7will bleffe. The meanes, is
Abramandhisfeede Iz sv s Curi1sr:inthefe
words in thee. ‘The perfons , to receiue benefic by
him, areinfinite; euenall the families of Noab, by
whom the nations of all the earth were dinided s In
thefe words, «Andizthee, [hall alithe famslies of the
earth bee bleffed. Thisis the fenfe of thefe three ver-
fes : In which are very many excellent things to bee
obferued, butwe will onely infift vpon thofe;which
are proper to our occafion,&c.. |

D‘OCTRI'I;IES} ’
H E Lord called  Abraham to goe into another

Cosntrey. Thereis no doubt,but that thereisa.

double manner of calling; the one ordinary, by
fome knowne precept of the word of God: theo-
ther extraordinary when as by dreame, or by vi-
fion,Godrequirethany duetieto be done. Now if
it be demaunded how  Abraham was called, to goe

| into another Countrey: theanfwereis , both ordi-

narily and extraordinarily. Itwasaknowneruleof
the word of God,concluded , and pronounced be-
fore the Creation , and. often repeated afterwards,

' that

3.All Nations
blefled.

10
.

Abraham cal-
led.

Mat.X.20!
Nomaz €.
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Gen 1.26.

Gene((3.23.

Gen9.2,7.

Genu 12.10.{5¢
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| Heauen, and ouer the Beafles ;and oner A L1 the earth.

| that bis feede [hould be afranger . in 4 land that is net

| did holde themfclues fo confined to their owne

that man fhould fpread abroad, &c. and inhab.te1he
earth, and fillit. Hitherto belongeth that, which
Godfaid 5 Let wsmake man in onr image, and let them
rule oncr the Fifh of the Sea , and ouer the Fowles of the

Thep mufthe replenith the earth , elfe can hee not
rule ouer A r1.To the fame effett is that fpoken of
Adam, after hisfall ,that God fent bhim forth of the
Garden of Eden totill the earth : {o that the fall of 4-
dam did not,in the leaft thing, caufethe Lordto al-
ter his firlt decree.  So to Noah after the flood;
Bring forthfruite , and multiply, grow plentifully in the
earth,and encreafe therein, andreplenifh the earsh. B

all this it doth appeare,that God did call Abrahaws a-
broade, by a general Vocation.  But when he s cal-
ledtoa certaine place, and vnder certaine conditi-
ons,itis alfo plaine,thatwithall,he had a fpecial and
extraordinary calling, either by dreame or by vifi-
on,or by fome fuch extraordinary meane, which(til
the Canon ofthe Scripture came fully in)was to be
obeyed as the written wordof God. “Yet fill wee
muft remember that this fpeciall calling was fub-
et to the generall law of replenifhing the earth.
For although God called himto one land; yet to
vpholde the generall rule,God often laide a neceffi-
tic vpon himto {preadfurther : for in this Chapter,
by reafon ofafamine, hee was confireined to fo-
iourne in Egipt : God did alfo tell him before hand,

theirs foure bundredyeares. Itis true , that the Iewes

lagci

land,that they wereas lothto forgoe their inheri-
tance,as fromi the Sacrament of their faluation : wit-
nes be Naboth , thatanfwered the Kings The Lord
kecpe me from gining the inheritanse of my fathersvnto
thee. And yet,when God would haue it fo ,as
when there was famine , Elimelech and his Familie

oeto{oiourne among the Gentiles. In time of
warre Danid tooke his father and mother,and carri-
edthem to foiourne withthe King of Moab. And
when as we reade that there were dwelling at lerufa-
lemn,Jewes of enery nation vnder heanens it is plaine,
that the Iewes did fpread abroad , not onely to {o-
iourne for a time, and then to come againe 3 but to
inhabite and replenith the whole earth. Pauiwas al-
{oalew,bornein Cilicia, cuen in a Romané Co-
 lonie. :

The reafon why God will haue his to fill the
carthis,becaufe the Lord would haue his workes to
beknowne. Now in diuers Countries God hath
his diuers workes,of hearbes, and trees, and beaftes,
and fifhes,and fowles,and ferpents,3cc.which(if the

Creator. \When Dauid{aithy Al thy workes praife
thee,0 God,and thy Saints bleffe thee 3 they fbew the glo-
7y of thy kingdome,and [eake of thy power : the impli-
cation is manifeft,that his Saints muftbe witnefles
ofall his workes,in all Climates ; for elfe they can-
not blefle him in all his workes. Another reafonis,
that one that hath the knowledge of the feare of
God,fhould communicate it to others : Hereupon
is it that Danid doeth teachvs to pray thus; Hase

mercie

people of God come not there ) cannot praifethe |’

tekyng 21,3,

Reth.1.5.2.
1.54m.22.3.

A5,

Ad.22.3.

1.Reafon.
To knowe .
Gods works,

Blal1g500.11,

125

Spreading of
knowledge.

P/4!.67.1;z.
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Exod,11.9.

Exod.10.15,

Dan.4.20.21.
17.29.

Ezek,38.10.33

mtrcicon vs Lord and b/q[/e vs , andcanfe thy face to
fhine among vs,Selah. Marke this, that he biddeth vs
pray,God be mercifull vatovs 5 The meanes how, is
this: That they may know thy way vpon earth | andthy
(auing health among all nations ; whereby he doth im-
ply,that God hath with-held fome mercy from vs,til
all nations haue the meanes of {aluation. This was
a caufe why God fent  abrahumspofterity into E-
gipt ,that by their meanes Pharaoh,whofe heart was
bigge, and would notacknowledge God, might be
conftrained to fall down,and fay, haue finned againft
the Lord. The caufe alfo of the captiuvity of the
Iewes in Babilon,in the fecrete prouidence of God,
was,that the Monarkes of the world, who thought
there was no God. could come neere them in

" | greatnes,might be as beaftes before God,, acknow-

ledging , thatitis God,, that giuethKingdomes to
whom he will. And when the Lord had caufed his
peopletoreturne,and to build their Citie and Tem-
ple; yet would not God fore-{lowe the inforcing of
his precept, Fill the earth. For whereas,by reafon of
his promife,he could not fend the people abroadill
Chrift came,to make his glory knowne,he brought
vpon them Gog and Magog , with their number{ome
Armies : Thereafonis, that the Heathenmay knowe
the Lord : I'wil be magwified and (anctified,and knowne
intheeyesof many Nations. Then here muft wee
know,that what inducement A6raham had , to goe
out of his Countrey,by a generall calling, the fame
doth binde all his fonnes,according te the faith,, to
goe likewife abroad, when God doth not othcrwifﬁ
ca

call them to fome {peciall affaires : How euer , ftill
they muft hauealonging, and aliking to fpread the
Gofpel abroad. And that this point may be cui-
dently conuiéed vato vs, Chrift our Sauiour hath,
according to his infinite wifedome,reuiued the olde
law,offilling the earth, ina moft excellent manner :
Goe reach (faith he) afl nations, and baptize them i the
name of the Father,the Sonne,and the holy Gheft. Gaue
hee this Commaundement to his Apoftles onely
haue notalfo thelabours of godly Preachers,which
they haue {pread ouer the face of the wholeearth,
beene beftowed by the power of this Commande-
ment? And though the words,as they lie,doe binde
the Minifters of the VWord, to endeuour the propa

gation of the Gofpell,withall their power; yet not
onely them : For wereade,that poore Tent-makers
and others, haue done much goodin {preading the
Gofpell,according to their vocations : they alfo fa-
tisfying thus much of Chrifts precept. Neither
can there be any doubt, butthat the Lord thatcal-
led Abrabam into another Countrey , doethalfo by
thefameholy hand,, callyouto goe and carry the
Gofpell to a Nation that neuer heard of Chuift
The Prophet Zachary, fpeaking of the daies of the
Gofpell,doth {hew ,thatit isa good Vocation for
men to goe abroad, when the number of the chil-
dren of God doe exceede 3 his wordes are thefe:
T hus faith the Lord of bofles, my cities [hallyzt be broken
with plenty , the Lovd [ball yet comfort Zion. Vnto
whomagreeth the Prophct fasah = Theehildyn of

thy barrenne(fe fhall fay againe , in (tzliim eares, the place
\ is

Matth. 2819

Adr18,336.

IL

Zeweha 17,
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Obie&ion.
Not'to enter.

other 'Princes
Territorics.

1. Anfwere.
Conqueft law-
full,

1Car10N.

| that, which in ruling is the moft waightie, namely,

s too firait for me , gine me place that 1 may dwell.]
Wherefore {ecing that, thankes beto God, weare

thronged with multitude sthe Lord of hoftes him-

fclfe hach given vs the calling of his children to

{eeke for roome , and placeto dwellin.  Andheere
might we haue proceeded to the next point, were

it not for one fcruple,which fome,that thinke them-
felues to be very wife, do caftin our way 5 which is

this in effect. The countrey, they fay , is pofefled
by owners, that rule, and gouerne itin their owne
right : then with what confcience, and equitic can
we offer to thruft them,by violence,out of their in-
heritances > For anfwere to this obieétion : firft it
is plaine, that the obieéter fuppofeth itnot lawfull
to inuade the territories of other princes , by force
offword. This propofitionI confefleI neuer was
willing to examine, confidering my vocation is pri-
uate. Andif S:gzfmund , the Emperour, faid well,

that he merueiled euery man auoided all labors and
difficulties,but onely to rule,which is the moft diffi-
cult of all other labours 3 then to giue fentence of

warres , which are done with the greateft counfell,
muft ncedes beea labour too heauie for a private
mans fhoulders. And becaufe my felfe am but
weake eyedin {o greata myfterie; Come foorthye
great Princes,and Monarkes, of Affyria, Perfia, Me-
dia, Greece and Rome, with your graueft counfel-
lours,and anfwere for your faés,in conquering and
{ubduing nations. For your ftories, that were wont
to be read with fingular admiration of your forti-

tude,

BrRiTANNTI a,

IT

tude, your wifedome, your magnificence,and your
great iuftice, are now araigned, and muft bee found
guiltie , that through your fides, an action, of
truer honour , then euer you attempted, may bee
wounded. Your ftrong title of the fword, heereto-
fore magnified by Hiftorians, Polititians, and Ciui-
lians, is to our obieter , but afpiders web, or the
hatching ofa Cockatrice his egge. Butwhatloe: et
the reft can fay for their owne defence, the Lord
himfelfe dothfay thus much for Cyrus = Thus fasth
the Lordvnto Cyrus, hisa onted: whoferight hand i

haue holden tofubduc nations before bim - therefore will
Iweaken the loynes of Kings, and open the doores before
him., andthe gate; [hall not be [but : 1 willgoe before thee,
and make the crooked [lraight : 1 will breake the brafen
doeres, andburft the yron barves. And I will gine thee
the treafures of darkene(fe s and 1he things hid in [ecres
placess that thou maift know, that Iam the Lord, which
call thee by thy name, euen the God of ifraeil. For lacob
iy [eruants [ake, and Traell mine elec | I will euen call
thee by thy name , andname thee , though thou hafl not
knewen me. Then who canblame Cyr#s,and keepe
himfelfe from blafpheming the almightie. Ny, that
which ismore to be trembled at, we muft alfo to
fummon vp, and call tothe barre, the moft holy
worthies of the Scripture : and{feeif man, or God,
hath any thing to befaid for them, why they fhould
not be condemned as iniuft, cruell, and bloudy.

0 Iacob , thy blefled bow and tword , with the fruit

whereofthou blefledft thy fonne /ofph, the ftaffe of

Lay45.1.2.3 4

Gene.y 8,22,

thy gray head, and feeble knees, muft be broken and
: L 2 burnt:
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I‘[a!.lﬂ.z,
lofh,10.24.

1.S95.21.9«

l Plal.g5.24,5

{Pal;ya23,

1T am perfvvaded that at the onely naming of fo

burnt : and thou muftbee condemned for thy vn-
lawfull conqueft. VWorthy Io/hush,8 moft worthy
Dawid, withthy cloud of worthies, who hanged vp
fo many fhields in the houfe of God, and who
{weetly fingeth,that God was bis fortitude and buckler,
muft incurre the note of iniuftice.  Isfbuah , where
is thy vertue , to fet thy feete vpon the neckes of
princes , in their owne kingdomes , and call of the
meancft of the people to be thy partners in thatin-
dignitie? Danid, how vvile thou anfwere for the
blood thy {word hathfhed? which thou vvaft vvont
to praife, T here is none to it. Nay thou glory of men,
and true type of Chrift, King Salomon, whofe wife-
dome vvas likevato the vvifedome of God : teach
vs to fay fomevvhatin thy defence. (For one graine
ofthy wifedomeis of more worth thena talent of

fwere.) Giue an accountof hisinnocencie that faid
vito thee : Girde thee vvith thy (worde vp:n thy
thigh., 0 thos moeft mightie, -Thyright hand [ball teach
thee terrible things,-The people [hall fall vnder thee.
Thy father, the{fonnc of //ka;, made a finfull prayer

thoufhouldeft fo enlarge thy borders, that Thy db-
minion fhoula be from [eato [ea,and from the riuer ta the
end of the land. He vvould haue thee toorigid,when
hefaith, That thine enemies [hould licke the duff. Sure

mightic Monarches, and holy conquerors, our ob-
eéters out of their modeftie vvill vvith fome diftin-
%ion qualifie their propofition,and{ay thatitis not

their leaden wits, that weare conftrained to an-|

for thee (as our obie&ers blafpheme) vvhen he faid, |

lawfull

BriTannNTA.

lavvfull, by force to inuade the Territories of other
Princes , that arein quiet pofleffion, in fome fort,
and in fome cafes. I know that the diuell himfelfe,
vvith all his diftintions, that euer he made, vvhich
are recorded in {cripture, or vvhich heleft in hell, in
his cabinet of Abjlrufe Studies ,(locked fafe,, tillhee
found out the Iefuits his truftie fecretaries to keepe
them:) I fay none of them all canarmea {ubiet a-
gainft his prince vvithoutfinne. But he that will fet
open his {choolein the fantafticall fhop of his addle
ima(gination , (for he will be hiffed outof the Vni-
uerfities) and take vpon him to nurture princes , as
petties: telling them that they muft not make offen-
{iuewarres, if it were to gaine the whole world to
Chrift,(hall neuer bcbidcglers of guefts to the marri-
age of the kangs fomne , Who are required to compell
them to comein. AndifI might befo bold,I would
faine aske one queftion of thefe obieéters,thatcome
dropping out of fome Anabaprifts Spicery:whether
(ifitbe vnlawfull to conquere) the crowne ficwell
on the head of our moft facred foueraigne? (whofe
dayes be as the dayes of heanen O Lord) For by this ob-
ieGtion they (hew , thathad they power to vntwift
that,which in fo many ages hath beene well {punne,
they would write him crowneleffe, asfarre as hee
hatii his title from the conqueror.

O but Godforbid, faith the obie&er, that wee
{houlddoe any wrong atall, no not to the diuell.
Therule of Chrift is excellent 3 Caff out the beame of
thine owne eye,[o [bals thou [ve clearcly, to caff the mote
out of thy brothers eye. 1f you will needs bee cafting

: 3 ftones,

Matth.r2.2.

Luke 14.23.

2.No wrong
to bring in
the Gofpel.
Matgh.y.5.
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Zohn 8.7,
»

Tertu, Apol,
contra Gentes,

3.No blood

-1 mencto bee

thed,

See-white.
The way to

the Church,

Gene.q7.4,
iny a {oiour-
ning,

’ua’g,r $55
Warres oncly
defenfiue,

{tones, Let bim beginne firfl; that iswithous ﬁmxe. Bur

to the point : ourobicdter would not whip a child
to teach him learning and vertue, for feare of doin

wrong. ‘WhatwrongI pray you did the Apoftles
in going about to alter the lawes of nations , euen
againft the expreffe commandement of the princes,

and to fetvp the throne of Chrift. If your mouth |

be fo foule,to chargethem with wrong , as#he Gen-

tiles did, we haue more neede to prouide you a me- |

dicine for a cankred mouth ,anda flincking breath,
then to make you any anfwere at all.

O but, inentring of other countries , there muft
needes be much lamentable effufion of bloud. Cer-
tainely our obiecter was hatched of fome popith
cgges &itmaybeinalss v 1r s vault,where they
feede themfelues fat, with tormenting innocents.
Why is there no remedie , butafloone as we come
on land, like Wolues, and Lyons, and Tygres,long
famithed;we muft teare in peeces,murther,and tor-
ment the naturallinhabitants ; with cruelties neuer
read,nor heard of before » muft we needs burhe mil-
lions ofthem, and caft millionsinto the fea? muft
we baite themwith dogges , that fhall eate vp the
mothers with their children? letfuch bethe practi-
es of the diuell, of dbaddon the fonne of perdston , of
Antichrift and his frie, thacis of purple Rome. As
for the profefors of the Gofpell, they know with
lacob and his pofteritic,to {ay to Pharaoh, T o foiournr
in the land are we come ; for thy [enants baue wopa-
flure, &re. They can with Sztmpfcn line peaceably
with the Philiftims , till they bee conftrained by in-

; iftice,

BRYTANNIAL

iuflice, to ftand vpon their defence. Thev can in-
ftruct the barbarous princes ; as Iofeph did Pharackh
and his Senators 3 and as Danvel did Nabuchad-ne-
zer, ¢re. And if thefe obieClers had any braines in

| their head, but thofe which are ficke, they could ca-
| fily finde a difference betweenea bloudy inuafion,
|andthe planting of a peaceable Colony, inawafte
| country , wherethe people doeliue but like Deere

in heards, and (no not in this ftouping age , of the
gray headed world,ful of yeres and experience)haue
notas yetattained vnto the firft modettie that was
in Adam, thatknew he was naked,where they know
no Godbut the diuell,nor facrifice,but to offer their
men and childrenvnto <oloch. Canit be afinne
in Philip, to ioyne himfelfe to an Zchiopian charet?
Is onely now the ancient planting of Colonies, {o
highly praifed among the Romans, and all other na-
tions, {0 vile and odious among vs, that whatis,and
hath bene a vertue in all others, muft befinne in vs?
And if our obiecter bee defcended of the Noble
Saxons bloud, Let him take heede left while he caft
a ftone at vs,he wounds his father, that firft brought
him in his loynes from forrcigne parts into this
happieIfle. But affuring my felfe that thefe obie-
&ers {peake that they thinke not, becaufe they think
that they {hould not, and if the tearmes of the per-
fons were changed,would praife other nations for
that,which they diflike in vs: Ileaue them to trem-
ble beforehis glorious eyes , thatall things are na-
kedand barevnto , and my felfe will pafle to en-
force the reft of our Text vpon the confciences of

{uch

Gene.41.25.38
Sk

Dan.4a6,

O nely the
Planting of a
Peaceable Co-
lonie,

Genes 3.7,

AdsRa9.
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His Ceunurey.
A5y .2,

Plin N at Hiff.

Hiskindred.

Gene.9.25,

7.

Yokn 6.68.

His fachers
houfe.

I‘ﬁuzlﬂula

fuch, which L hope to bee thefonnes of C4brabam
according to promife.

6 Bram muf8 get him ont, from bis country,hus kind

L Ared ¢ bisfatbers boufe. His Country was called |
Mefopotamiathe fweeteftand moft fruitful foyle thac

was in the worlde. Foritlieth betweene the two
greatriuers Euplrates and Tygris, which ferued not,
as other riuers do in other places,to bring fatnesin-
to the country: but tofweepe away the ranknes,and
fofon of the earth, leftwith the luftinefle ofthe
ground,thefruitof the earthfhouldrot, or be cho-
ked,or’run vp to weed.

His kindred was euery way of the beft, and nobleft
ftocke of the fonnes of Noah; namely the families of

Shem, of whom God faid, 8leffed be the God of Shem. |

So blefled were his tents, to wit the houfes and fa-
milies of his pofterity, that, as of the moft happie
thing,itis {aide;God perfwade Iaphesh,and his pofteri-
tie (of which wearea parte) to dwell in the tents of
Shem. Itfeemeth then amateer ofas greate a perill,
to leauethat kindred,as to leaue the church, and fo
faluation it felfe. Sofaith Peter to Chriff - To whome
[hallwe goe thou bafl the words of eternallisfe.

His fathers houfewas worthy for him to haue |

continued in. For though fome interpreters think,
that he was commanded to remoue, becaufe his Fa-
thers houfe was idolatrous, itis not {o, Itis true in-
deed, thatthey were idolaters, becaufe sofuab doth
fay,to the children of Jfraell : your fathers dwels be
yondthe flond in oldetime, Terah the Father of Abra-

ham

BriTanNNTI a.

ha m,and the Fatber of Nachor, and [erued other Gods,
Butwhat ofthis » Suse it was more throughigno-
rance of thelaw, then throughrebellion and rage.
For when as Terah perceiued, that God was with
his fonne,he left all,without bidding,to go with his
{fonne, and had rather put himfelfe in the tents of
his fonne, then want the blefling of God.Heereby it
appeareth,that they werea very louing people, one
ta the other, & foft harted to obey,when the Lord
did commaund. His father alfo was very wealthy,
hauing many poffeflions, much cateell, anumber-
{omeand great family of feruants, Allwhichis no-
thing obfcurely implied in thac which was{poken
of Azmm: Abram was verie vich incatvell in filuer ¢
ingold : and that when Abram heardthat bis brother
was taken joe armed rf them that were borne & brought
vp in bis how(e,three hundred and eighteene For it was
not likely but that this wealth,and multitude, came
to him from his Father,yet all thefe muft he forfake,
and get him from them, vnlefe they would follow
him and his fortunes (as they fay) which they might
ifthey wold. Othervvife ifnonevvouldgoe vvith
himsbutthat he muft be alone; yet muft he ftill fol-
lovv the commandement of his God, thatfaith, Gez
thee out from among them.

The reafon is giuen by Chrift, that alfo called
fonnesfrom their fathers, ovvners from their hou-
{es,and lands:brethren from their brethren : fathers,
from their children: & husbands from their vviues,
as hefaith. Hethat loneth father or mother more then

meyisnok worthy of me. T he commandement of God is
: the

Gene.r3.2,
Geneg14:

1.Reafon.
The comman-
dement is of
price,and
muft be o-
beyed.
Mareb10.37.
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Matth.13.44.
Pfsl119°72.
127

V skE.
Go when God
calleth,

Luke 9, 59.60,

c1.62,

Reafon of not

the kingdome of beauen. ivisatresfure hidn thefield, s
pearle of greateprice, vhich,if hee hath the heart of a
man, that findeth, he wvill/éll ait that he hath,and b,y
it. Heerethen vveefeethat, vvhere God giuetha
due vocationto fpread abroad and inhabit the earth,
neither theloue of the country,be it neuer fo fruite-
fullsthe loue ofkindred,bee they neuer fo noble and
holy; the loue of a mans fathers houfe,be the family
neuer fo kinde,{o rich, fo numberfome: no nor the
largenes of Foﬂéﬂion oughtto be any impediment
to keepe vs from obedience.Indeede itis true,that if
any thing could affoord a man a fufficient excufe to
deferre obedience vnto Gods commandement,
of this kinde,it may bee eafilic found in one ofthefe
branches. But vvhat Chrift faith to his follovvers, s
to berepeated here: Chrift faith to one follow mee,
and the [ame (aid, Lord [uffer me firft to goe and burie iy
father : but Chrift endureth no delay, for heepre-
fently fubioineth afecond commandement,Goe thos
and preach the kingdome of God : Then ansther [aide, 1
will follow thee Lord s but let me firft gee, and bid them
farewellwhich are ar mine houfe: And Iefus faide, No
man that putseth bis hand to the plongh and isoke ) back,
isapt to the kingdome of God: Then the commaunde-
ment of God muft needes bee obeyed, whofoeuer
clfe beneglected.

I'am not ignorant,that many are not willing te

goinganfwe- | gO€abroadeand fpreadche gofpell, inthis moft ho-
’fﬂ‘n fomdd nqrabl.c and--c_:hri{‘tian voyage of the Plantation of
like Mefo vo- | 7#7gimin. Their reafons are derfeaccording to their
tamia, wits. One faith, England is a fweete country. True

indeede

maae 4
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indeede, andthe Godof glory bebieffed ; that wher-
as the country was as wilde a forreft,but nothing fo
fruitfull as P ginia,and the people in their nakednes
did arme themfelues in a coate armor of Woad | fet-
ching their Curets and Polderns, from a painters
{hop:by the ciuill care of conquerers and planters it
is is now become a very paradife in comparifon of
that it was. But how fweete foeuer itbe,l am fur, eit
cannot compare with Caze/cpotamias where Abram
dwelt. O bu, faith another, my kinidredwould

not be forfaken. Kindred? whatkindred? Surely thy
kindred is hardly fo honourable and bleffed, as the
kindred of #bramwas. And for any thing thacl
canfeefince Arusrstsand Parts 1 s, haue
gottenout of their ferpents holes, and conuer-
fed with men,they hauefowed fiich cockell among
our wheate,that in many places aman s inno fuch
perill to be cheated and cofoned,ifnot murthered &
poifoned, as among his own kindred that are affec-
ted that way.Some tew,and thofe very few, are not
willing to leaue their fathers houfe,whereany thing
may bee hoped for after the death of their parents:
but for the moft part, the world perceineth that ex-
cepteitbetoioyne in a deadly feude, or fome peece
ofexcellent villanie,the Engtsfh Prouerbe is true, T he
farther from kinne,the neerer ko friends. Butlook fe-
rioufly into theland, aud fee whether there bee not
iuft caufe,if not a neceffity to feck abroad. The peo-

lebleffed be God,doe fwarme in theland,asyong
gccs inahiucin Zume; infomuch that thereis "very
hardly roome for one man to liue by another. The

D » mightier

coms.Caforss,

Kindred not
like Abrams.

Caufes to
fecke abroad,,
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mightier like old firong bees thruft the weaker, as
yotnger,out of their hiues ¢ Loxds of Manors con-
‘nert townef(hips, in which were ahu ndreth or two
hundreth communicants,to a ﬂ\ephcard & his dog.

prince by the plow,who was woat to feede manie
poore,to fet many people onworke, and pay twice
as much fubfidie ‘and fifieencs to. the king, for his
proportion of carth, - as his Landlord did for tenne
times as much; that was wont o furnith the church
with Sains the mufkers wich able perfons to fighte
for their foueraigne, is now in many places turned
labourer,and can hardly fcape the ftatute of rogues
andvagrants. ‘The gentleman hath gotten moit of
thetillage in his hand; he hathrotten fheepe tofell
at Michaelwas: his fommer fed oxen at Eafter: af-
king no better price for hay,thendiis bealts,to keepe

ehartill fpring,  that they got at graffe:by thefe
meanes he can keepe his corne til the people fterue,
alvvaies prouided that the poore husbandmen
whichareleft,and the clothier mult buy their {eed,
and wool at fuch arate, that {hall vveare them out

neft and chriftian merchant doth often helpe, who
puctethall his eftate vpon the prouidence of God,
which they call venturingy,to bring corne into the
land, forwhich hehath manyabiteer curfe of the
curfed cornmongers , wef{hould findean extreame

atfuch aduantage,that he can grind his facewhen he

The true labouring husbandiman,thatfufteineth the |

{her brgaﬁ',a the worketh with her needle and labou-
rethwithher fingers, her candle goeth notout by

.| Sometimes thee fingeth : Haue mercie onmee Lorde,

7ifh and decay : fometimes Iudge and renenge my caufe

in avery few yeeres. Andwere itnot, thatthe ho-

| faminein the midft of our greateft plenty. Therich |
{hop-keeper hath the good honeft. poore labourer

pleafeth.

e —
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pleafeth.The poore mettall man vvorketh his bones
out,and fwelteth himfelfeinthe fire, yetforallhis

labour,hauing charge of wife and children, liee can

| hardly keepe himfelfe from the almes box. Alwaics
| prouided thathis mafters to whomhe worketh,will
| giuie neuer a penny towards his lining ; but they can

tell of their owne knowledge, thatifthe poore ‘man
were a good husband, he mightlive well : for he re-
ceiueth much money in the yeere at their hands,ve-
ty neere foure pence for euery fixe penny worth of
work. The thoughtfull poore woman,that hath her
{mall children ftanding ather knee,and hanging on

night,ﬂié is often deluding thebitternes of her life
withfweete fongs, that fhefingeth to a heauy heart.

{ometimes Helpe Lord, for gosd and godly men doc pe-

0 Lord : and many fuch like : which when aman of
vndcrﬁandillt%dotll heare; he doth with pittie praife
God,that hath giuen fuch meanes to mocke hunger
with,and to giue patience.I warrant you her fongs
want no pafiion; fhe neuer faith,0 Leord, butafalte
teare droppeth from her forrowfull head,a deep figh
breathieth as a furnace from her aking hart,that wee-
pethvvith the head for company, vvith teares of
fvveeteft bloud. And vvhenall thevveeke is ended,
{hee can hardly earne falt for her vvatergruell to
feede on vpon the Sunday. Many fuch fvveets arein
EnglandyvhichTknovv not how better to interpret

D 3 then
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be Gods crea-
tures.

then tofay the firong olde bees doe beate outthe
younger, to {vvarme & hiue themfelues elfevvhere,
Take the opportunity, good honeft labourers
vvhichindeede bring all the hony to the hive, God
may {o blefle you,that the prouerbe may be true of
you, that 4 May [warme, 1s woréh a kings yanfome.

H E placewhither _Abram muft goe, 5 10 the land

which the Lord will let him[ze. A commaunde-
ment fit for God, o perfwade by no arguments ta-
ken from the fweetnes and fruitfulnefle of the place.
Thus doth the Apoftleto the Hebrewes , render this
place, By faith Abraham,when he was called,sheyd God,
togoe into aplace, which afterwards he [hould receiue for
inheritance, and he went out , not knowing whither hee
went. The like commandement did the Lord giue to
the children of Ifrael, when they came out of Egipt:
For they muft not chufe their owne way,but foﬁow
the cloudie piller that led them. For at the com-
maundement of the Lord they pitched, and at the
commaundement of the Lord, they iourneyed kee-
ping the watch of the Lord, at the commaund:mens of
the Lord. 'They iourneyed, fometimes wherethe
waters were bitter, fometimes where there was no
water, fometimes where the place was full of fierie
Serpents, yet could they not be their own chufers,
but muftfollow,where the Lord went before. For
Godin his wayes can endure no counfellour. Hee
will be the fhepheard, we the fheepe of his pafture,
Hewillbe the potter , wee muft content our felues
withthe condition of the potters veflell : wherefore

wel

-

v
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weare bound, if God commaund, to follow him,
though blindfold. Againe, the Lord doth not tell
him whither he thall goe, to keepe him in fufpenfe,
that the obedience of faith may the more effectually
appeare. For if the Lord had enticed him by argu-
ments taken from the opportunitie and fweetnefle
of the place: how fhould it be knowen, whether hee
went by the power of the promife of God, or by
fome carnall inducement?VWeknow the diuell faith
to God of Iob, Doth 1ob feare God for nonght , haft
thou not made a hedge about him ¢ abost his honfe: And
we alfo know what Chrift faith to them that fol-
lowed him. Teefécke me not, becanfe yee [aw the mira-
cle-, thatis, for any refpeét they had to his Godhead,
| but becanfe ye ate of the loanes and were filled.

From which imputation the Lord would free
his feruant Abrabam,whom hee purpofed to make
the Father of the faithfull , and giue him for an ex-
ample to all pofteritic. So dealt the Lord in the
wilderneffe with the children of Ifrael : hee let them
{ee no poffibilitie to liue in theworld, but fufteined
them by extraordinary miracle, gining them Mansa
and Quailes,that they might follow the {teps oftheir
father Abrabam : and know , that mas linesh no? by
bread onely, but by euery word that proceedeth out of the
maonth of God,dothman liue. Then herewe fecwhere
God doth commdund,, heis to be obeyed, without
asking of any queftions 3 Abrabam muft goe toa
land heeknoweth not whither , becaufe God will
haue itfo. He muftnot {ay, A4 Lyon maybee in the
firect, Jefthefind A Serpent bure bim at bome, 4s he lea-

neth\
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neth on the wall. How much more, when the land is

which vve liue, as theland of Canaan, was better
then the roaring; wildernefle, oughtvve to be vvil-
ling to goe, vvhither God calleth ? The children of
Ifracllhad vvord by their fpies. The land which wee
walked through safearchit , is a very goed land. If the
Lord lsue vs, he will bring s to this land,and gine it vs,
which is a land that floweth with milke and bonie.
Thence they brouglat a bunch of grapes , andloaded
two men as 1hey carvied it on s barre vpon their (houl-
ders: Sure if {uch motiues as thefe could not make
themreadie to runne tothe place, itappeared thac
they had neither thefeare of God, thatvvould not
be perfwaded by him;nor thevvits of reafonable |
men,thatvvill not refpect their owne benefit.VWhat
{hall vyee fay then to our people, vvhich hauein
them {o little edge to follovv their ownethrift. The
land, by the conftant report ofall that haue {eene it,
isa good land, with the fruitfulnefle vvhereof, and
pleafure of the Climate, the plentie of Fifh and
Fowle,England, our miftrefle,cannot compare, no
not vvhenfheis in her greateft pride. Itis faid of the
land of Canaan, that Ifaack fowed inthat land , and
found inthe [ame yeere , anundredfold, by eftimation :
and the text addeth, Asa (6 the Lord bleffed him.

| Buthereis greater matter then fo : For, if I count a-

right, this land giueth fiue hundred fold at one har-

{ueft. For the eares of Wheate, vwhichI hauefeenejare

tenin{quare,and fifticlong : and yet they fay, that
commonly this returne is %ttlcbcttcr then the third

part,

difcouered,to bee as much better then theplace in |,

BriTaANNTA.

part,euery {talke bearing,ordinarily three fuch eares
of Wheate. As for the opportunitic of the place , I
leaue it to the graue Polititian : and for the com-
modities , let the induftrious Merchant fpeake:: but
for foode and raiment, here is inough to be had,for

the labour of maftring and fubduing the foile. |

The children of Ifraell that were in the wildernefle,

readie to perifh, if God vvithdrew his miraculous |

hand, like a ftiffenecked people as they were, refufed |

to goe, fell into a mutiny, and made a commotion,
vpon the newes that the Zand had fenced cities, and
walled townes exceeding great. And becanfethere were
the fonnes of Anak : mightie Giants that were armed
in Brafle, & their fpearelikea VWeauers cloth beam.
For they forgat the Godthatbrought them outof
Egypt , and that made the raging waues of the fea
to ftand in heapes, and take the office of ftrong
walles, that they might eafily march through vpon
drieland. Theyforgatthat God was the creator of
the mountaines, whereof one of theleaft , is ftron-
gerthenall thefonnes of Anak. They forgat that

Godvputteth awayall thevngodly of the earth like |

droffe. Butrwee fhouldbe worfe then mad, to bee
difcouraged by any fuchimaginations of this place.
There are but poore Arbors for Caftles , bafe and
homely fheds for vvalled townes, A Matis their

ftrongeft Porteullis,anaked breft their Target ofbeft |

proofe: anarrow of reede,on which is no iron, their
moft fearefull veapon of offence , heere is no feare
of nine hundrethiron charets. Their God isthee-
nemic of mankind 2hat [eeketh whom hee may denonre.

Nuns13:29¢

Tudg.a. 3.

1.2¢t,5.8.
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‘obn §.34. A murtherer from the beginning , that laboureth rofe a reproch vnto the batren, thoughthe Lord
the deftru&tio ofthofe thatferue him moft deuout- had fhut vp the wombe. This appeareth by Leab,
ly. Heere that Scripture hath a full accomplifh- who faid when fhe barca fonne, Now therefore my |Gene 29.3:.
o way ments Inthat day [hillthe Lord defend the inbabitants bushand will one me. Andagaine , Now will iy huf- | 15471 %5,
of Ievsfalern ) and bethat is feeble among them [ball bee band keepe me companie, becanfe I hane borne bim three
samdz. | 48 Daurd, that{lew his tenthoufand: And the houfe (onnesIeappeareth alfo by the ftorie of Hannalr, of
of Dauid as Gods, asthe Angelof the Lord before them, whom it is {aid , her aduerfary vexed ber [ore, which
that deftroyed the moft puiffant Armie of the was her husbands other wife,, for fhe vpbraided her,
Aflyrians, that came againft Ierufalem. VWhere- becanfe the Lord had madé ber barren. 1t appeareth
tfays7.36. | forefecingweare contented, when the King doth alfo, that euen to the time of the Gofpel , it wasa
prefle vs out to warre, to go we know not whither, reproch to a woman if (he werebarren, as Elizabeth
nor vader whom, and can propofe no thing vato aid when thee conceiued with child.  Thus hath the | Luke1.26.
vsbutto fight vvitha mightie enemie: Letvs bee Lord dealt with me,inthe dayes when he looked on mee,
cheerefull to goeto the place,that God will {hew vs to take from me my rebuke among men. Nea it wasin
to pofiefle in peace and plentie,a Land more like the thofe dayes afpeech, Curfed bee the barren that bea-
garden of Eden: vvhich the Lord planted, then any reth not, and the breafts that gine not fucke. No max-
| partelfeofall the carth. uaile th::n,if itwerean argument very powerfull to
crfivade (Abrabam to goe vader this condition:
jiijo. TH E Lorddosh promile-to envich bim with many Efpecially when Abrebain was full of yeeres , elder | Gene.r2.4.
Deut.ad 5. blefsings,if be be obedient to his calling. An ex- then his father was ;when he begat him. And alfo
Lewt.2€3. | ample of that fiveetefan&tion of the law |, vvhen the his wife was well ftroken in yeeres, in fo much, that | €181t
Lord doth allure men to keepe ir,by the abundance it ceafed to bewith her after the manner of vvomen. |
of his bleffings. Inthisplace, the Lord doth pro- And to let itappeare that hee vvas exceedingly af-
mifevato Abrabam , foure moft excellent mercies fedted vvitha defire to multiplic and encreafe,when
of all men of vnderftanding moft carneftly dcﬁredf God came to him and comforted him, Thus, Feare | Gene.15.1.2.
A greas Nasi- {008 ficft thing he promifeth vnto him, is, that 7 e not Abrabans, 1 am thy buckler , and thine exceeding
on. Lord willmake bim agreat Nation. A thing whichin great reward 3 he maketh this anfwere to God: What
the beginning of the Plantation of the vvorld by all wilt thougine me (for the Text dothfay heewas ex-
men,vvas principally defired, vvith the greateftlon- ceedingrich) feeing I go childleffe : Asithehadfaid,
ging. Outofthis defire, arofe the taking of many that he preferredtiie bleffing ‘of multiplication be-
wal.z.rg, | vvines,vhereas God did make but one. Hence alfo fore all thevvorldbefide. Now heeredooth God
rofe E 2 promife :
SE— s S > ::‘?M»\_ — i ’“:” — = >
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promife him, vpon his obedience, not only to giue tbge, be thou Lord ouer thy ér”bg”ﬁ”é-kg? ma‘jéf:g

Gemer7.20. | hima child, or that be [ball bezet twelue princes, as itis children howor t/;e:.. in {fumme c he{cth. im :
{atd of Ifmael s but he will make bhim a great Nation Elenty and authoritie. Hovvbeit the et (ings fyw}:]x.c
a Nation, that, not man, but God calleth Great: utaparte pf tl_lc blefﬁl}gs the rcmﬁm er of this

Conis g - |taaliisy excecding great. For imprinting of lelicll blefling vvhich mdccd};: is f}'&c;f};élc;: gt;;il bcl(c){rﬁt:y;

(},,,3'_,',;7.' promife in theheart of A%vabam, he calleth him to neththe fub&ance,vy ero e por tg,

Hebai,x2, {ee the innumerable ftarres of the skie, the infinite vvere but the type and{hadovv,andas it vv;re he
{ands by the fea, and the motes of the duft of the Sacraments. VWhen Mofes doth fay, Aty doctrine |y s, .

Anfwere to
the Obieé&tion
ofbeing ex-
tinguithed.

P/al, I13.9.
Gene.32.10.

God will
blefle him.

Gene.22.28.

o

carth , which hee will make fit comparifons to ex-

prefle the greatnefle of this nation. Then fecing,

what{oeuer was promifedto Abrabam 5 is alfo pro-

mifed to all that are ofhis faith and obedience s here |
is an anfwere to fuch, as obiect they arelothto goe

from home 3 becaufe they know not what {hall be-
come ofthem. For ifthey once get intoan other

Countrey, they thinke there is an end of them , and

all theirs. This the Lord anfivereths Not{o, buto- |
bey the commandement, 4nd God will open the
barrer wombe , and make her to dwell with famsily,

and 10 be atoyfull mother of children. Prayfe the Lord.

Lacob thus prayleth God , with my /iaffe came I suer

this Iorden,andnow haue I gotten two bands.

The fecond thing vvhich the Lord doth promife
vto Abramis,that Hewill blefe him., Him1 fay and
the nation that {hal come of him.\What is meant by :
this bleffing the Patriarke 7fake doth, in part, make |
plaine, vvhen hee difpofeth of this blefling to 71c0b |
vvhich his Father 4bram had of God,andleft to him. |
His vvords are thefe. God gine theeof the dew of hea-|
uen, andthe faties of the earth.and plenty of wheat and 1
wine, Let people bethy fernantss and nations bow vnto

thee,

| fballdroppe as the rai ne, andmy fpecch [hall fill as the

dew, as the (howers vponthehearbs, andasthe greate

| raine vpon the graﬁ. Itis plaine that the devv is but

the type of the worde of God and his gratious fpi-
rit, that doth accompanyeit, as all the promifes

| vwhich vvere deliuered in a temporall Phrafe had a

fpirituall fence,To vvhich purpofe is that in the E-
pfzf’cle to the Hezknwes, By faith Abrabam abode in the
land of promife , asinalrange countreye, for hee loo.
kedfora City haning a fowndation, whofe builder and
maker is God, that is anheanenly one, Inthis blefling

|thenarethercall good things, basingthe promife of

the life prefent and of that which s to come,for this is the
proﬁt}:ifgo/t by’gadlir{as. So wvhenthe children of 7/-
racll came out of Egypt they cameforth riche, vvith
filuer and goldesand vvith greate fubftance, asthe
Lord had{hevved vnto 4bram before. But that vvas
notall, for the Lord fent his angell to accompany
them, rayfed them vp Prophets of their brethren, -
reéted his tabernacle among them, yea faith faint
Paule They dranke of the [pirituall rocke that followed
themsand the rock was Chrift. _

And heereis an anfvverto a fecond obietton, of

E 3
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Dan, 21,25,

Dan,6.16.

A grearname,

iuchas vvill not goe abroad , for feare of loofing the
blefling of God, diuers are the difficulties nto
whicha man is caft when hee liueth among barba-
rous people. Sure hee cannot haue thebleffing of
God that is mingled ameng the heathen. Hee muft lofe
the preaching of the word of God,and the purity of
the Sacraments,thus is hevndone in bodie 8 foule.
To this the Lord replieth,that to him that doth wil-
fully withthe breachof Gods commandementrun
into tentation,the Lord doth bring vponhim the
curfe that Danidforewarneth his fonne of, If thon
for[ake him foee will caft thee off for cuer. Butifa man
leaue his Country at Gods commandment,the blef-
{ing of the Lord {hall euer waite vpon himto feede
his%ody andfan&ifie his foule. The trueth is3 that

& are out of their Countrie. VVe neuer read offuch
ablefling of men, with conftancie and deliuerance,
in their owvne Countrie, as we find of fome abroad.
Where did Stdrach, Mifach, and dbednago, ftand
for their faith and were delinered out of the fierie
Ouen into which theywere caft,becaufe they would
not offend God,but among the Babilsmians> Where
did Damiel (hew his conftancie in prayer, and found
deliuerance from the Lyons denne, but ameng the
Gentiles? Stand faft then in the Faith, andyou fhal
fee the bleflings of Godredoubled vpon you more,
being in a firange Contry , then you wereable to
difcerne at home.

The third blefling vpon «Abrabam, is, that God
will make him agreat name. This is ablefling of that

BrRiTanNTIA,

none doe {o thine in pieticas thofe that feare God |

kinde, as men are exceedingly ambitious of. No
meruaile, when God and man doth commend it
vnto theworld,as athing of prices A good name,
( fatth Salomon)is better thenm a coftly oyntment, and is
tobee chofen aboue great riches. Hereupon the Scrip-
ture hathrecorded good men; and the Epiftleto the
Hebrew; giueth thereafon of it, which itrendreth
thus, A/l thefe, throuzh faith, obtaincd a good re
ort. Sois Dauidregiftred for aworthic, andfo are
all his worthies recorded by the holy Ghoft,to ftirre
vp other ages to imitate their vertues,that they may
inherit their prayfes, For praife for vertue isa blef-
fed thing, which Chrift himfelfedelighted in, His
fame was fpread abroad throughout all the land:
and of thefame of the Apoftles and fuch as prea
ched theword of God, Dauid faith, whichalfo S.
Panl doth cite and thus render to their praife. Thesr

[oundwent ont through all the carthsandtheir wordsin-

10 the ends of the world. This fwift flying and loud
founding fame, doeth the Lord promife {hall bee
fpread abroad of Abram.if hee will obey Godand
fgrfakc his country. A thing which proued true: for
all the reft of the Scriptures , to the end of the Bible
hath this onely fubiect, namely the praife of Abra».
It is certaine that agodly man hath neuer that great
name at home, as a%road. Chrift faith truely in the
Particular of a Prophet, which is alfo true of euery
vertuous man, 4 Prophet is not withou: bonour, [ane in
bis owne Country,ard in his omne houfe. Andfo bereis
an anfwere to a third obie@ion, whichfomedoe
make:VVhat fhould a man do abroad? A man would

kinde,

willing
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A blefling,

willingly keepe the poorerepuration and refpet he
hath.If T go out of my Country, I thall be but fwal-
lowed vp among ftrangers, my memorie will bee
foonerrotten abroad, though 1liue; thenifT were
longlaideinmy graue athome. The Lord anfwe-
reth this obiection thus. Feare not #bram, 1 will bee
thine exceeding great vewarde, 1will by thee doe fo
grcatc things in aftrange place,that thy name fhall

eremembred, as my name,whichIwill put vpon
thee. Sureit is very true, that manie a man,while he
ftaieth at home,liueth in obfcuritie, as in the darkeft
night,though his vertues and worth deferue better
refpect. Forat home what can bee a mansregarde,
where there be millions of his rank,though not bet-
ter deferuing,yet better fauoured.Get abroad where
vertueis fkant, and there, by the aduancing of thy
wifdome and vertue, thou fhaltbee more eminent
and famousin ayeare, thenathome halfe of thy
ranke fhall bee all their daies : hidden vertue is neg-
lected, but abroade it is magnified, At home bee
thoua right good man, thou canft not be feene, for
thou art either ouertopt,or fo many waics equalled,
thatthouart like Gold in Salbomons time, vvhich
vvas efteemed no better then ftones, or like Cedars
that vvere buclike vvild figge trees. Thy vvay then
to makethe vvorldring of thy vertue, to thy praife
among the good,and to the terror of thofe that are
euill, is to go abroad vvhen God calleth thee.

The fourth bleffing is that he fhall be 4 blefGing.
This {peech hathrelation to the efteeme that other
men giue ; For fo doe wee often reade the phrafe in

the

rall providence whereby ke maketh his Sunme to [bine

fullnesallreceiue, {o of 4bram, thenations (hould

to afourth obie&ion of them that faﬁ, what {hould

' good, he muft{eeke for pearles in adunghill, hee

= e —
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the Scripture;where it cuer doth import fo gooda
reputation among others, that they hold them-
{eluesblefledforhis company. In rhat fenfe the
prophet Ifaiah victh the worde in this fentence: In
that day [ball Ifraellbe athirdwish Egypt and Afhur,
enen ablefsing inthe mids of the land, And the Pro-
phet Zacharie thus, It [hallcome 1o paffe, that as yee
were a curfeamong the beathen, O boufe of isdab, and
hasfe of Ifvael, (o will I deliuer you, and ye [ball bee
blefsing. Butthe fpeech hath more in itthenfo s
namely that whereas, The time of ignorance God ye-
garded not: but that he beftowed thofe bleffings vp-
onthebarbarons people, by the hand of that gene-

o the essill ¢ the good,and fendeth yaine on the inft and
vninft: now the Lord fhall beftow all his bleffings

goldenpipe, vponthem. A greate blefling to Abram
who herein{hould be a type of Chrift. For as of his

recciue grace for grace. And{o heere is an anfver
a man do out of his country ? He thall bee but a hif-

fingand a gafing ftocke,and a curfe to.thefe ameng
whomhe isa ftranger. Befidesifhee will haue any

muft lick his hony off from the thorne, and worke
his butter out of the fire. Vnto this obie&ion the
Lord anfwereth; Abram feare not.fornone of thefe

vpon the land through Abrams : as ifthe 0liue trees of |
| Gods graces did drop through him, as through a

things (hall befall, For on the contrary I wil encline
F

the |
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find [uch aman as this, in whem is the [pirit of God. He

| Thenthis blefling,ofbeing a bleffing,belongeth vn-

the heart of thy ftrangers {0 torefpet thee, that
they fhall holde thee to bee the onely bleffing’ thar
cuer came among them, becaufe thou fhalc verie
{enfibly bring many bleffings vato them. VWhen
I[ack the fonne of Abram,cameto Abimelech,though
the Philiftinesenuvied him for his wealch « yer 46s-
mielech che King came to-him with his frierids and
captaines of his armye,andfaid, /wee hiwe certainely
feene that the Lord is with thee: and we thought,let there
nowbe anoath betweenevs, and let vs maake a conenant
with thee, Thou nowtheble[fed of the Lord do this. Pha-
ravh, King of Egypt, (aid ts bis fes uants of Iofeph gan we

{aid alfo to Iejeph, Thou [halt be oner mine houfe, and a1

protnifed to Abrabam,was alfo promifed to al thofe:
that areof the fame faith and obedience with him.

thofe which at Gods commandement doe Get thems
out of therr Country. - When a man of worthis a-
mong many men of like worth, he is accounted ra-
ther a curfethen a bleffing fuch is the corruption of
flefhand bloud,infected with enuy and with pride.If
any good come to any land by reafon of any good
man, yet is there fuch wreftling for the garland, that
he that hath the moft friends, will fet the better leg
before,and not onely get the thanks that is due to a-
nothersbutalfo,as Zaceb got the ftart of Efan,inver-
tue, {owill Efau trip vp the heeles of Zacob by his
power,if Godkeepe him not. Nay Efas muft be ac-

thy word fball all my people bee aymed. Thus Abrabam |
'was knowen to be ablefling. Now what the Lord

know-

BRITANNIA.

knowledged to haue an Angels face, for winking ar
his brothersthat windeth himfelfe out of his com-
panieas cleanly as hee can. But when a man com-
meth abroad,where the word of God and his feare
is precious, then euery vertue of worth fhall haue
this Refpond of the Idiots and Barbarians, out of quefli-
{05 God1s 1n thefe men. Then can there no blefling
fall extraordinarily, but all men know for whofe
fake it is, namely for fuch as God hath made ablef-
{ing.

(g)ut of thefearguments , by which God inticed
Abram to goe out of his Country,{uchas goe toa
Chriftian Plantation may gather many bleffed lef-
fons. Godwill make bim a greate mation. Then muft
Abrams pofteritickeepe them to themfelues. They
may not marry nor giue in marriage to the heathen,
thatarevncircumcifed. And this is {o plaine, that

| out of this foundation arofe the law of marriage a-

among themfelues. The breaking of this rule, may
breake the neck of all good fuccefle of this voyage,
whereas by keeping the feare of God, the Planters
in fhorte time,by the blefling of God,may grow in-
to a nation formidable to all the enemies of Chrift,
and bee the praife of that part of theworld, for fo
ftrong ahand to beeioyned with the people here
that feare God.

Another thing alfo is to bee marked out of this
place,mamelie,that to grow into a great nation is
avery great blefling of God. Then are they but A-
theifts , that hold a great family of children to bee a
heauic and fore charge: and they blafpheme they

2 ‘know
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kaovy not what, that with God had their chil-
dren, for they could fpare them well enongh . But
elpecially the fonne of perdition, that body of Poperic
is by this Text made abhominable, that once wrote
to the Lords of the Counfell ofthis Land, that Po-
perie would much profit the Land, becaufe by the:
finglelife of Pricfts and Nunnes, and Monkes, and
Friers, the Common-wealththould not be fo.char-
ged with multicude of children.  They ficly fay, not
chargedsbut they fay not,rhat lefle children fhallb-
gotten. For when as one fithponde, a thoufand;
yeares agoe,could affoorde more then fixe thoufand.
infants heads,fo long before the abfrufe fludses came
from hell into the hands of Zefaites, what hall wee
thinke of thefe latter daies> But to rake no further
into that ftinking kennell, Imuft tell them to theis
teeths; that whea they fay the kingdome is better for
thefmallnes of the number of the fubiects, or is not

their father the diuell, give God.the lie:

Whereas God doeth promife to bleffe himin
his Iourney, as hee did indeede, giuing him the gift
ofaProphetto teach , of a Prieft to pray, ofaKing
to rule, of plentie in his Temporall eftate, and Ioye
infeeing Chrift the Saniour of his foule 5-here ma
fuchas tranfplant at Gods commandement, bee a(}:
fured of that promfeof God , 7 will not leae thee, nor
forfake thee s but as God faith to Jofbush  as1was
with Afofes (o will I be with thee : fo Godfaithto
them, as I'was with Abrabamfo will 'be with you.
Twill bleffeyou , to wit, with the bleflings of this life

and

the-better for being a great nation,that they doelike |

and of the kingdome of heauen.

But further ifyou will haue 4bramsblefsing, you
muft doe your diligence to walke in thofewayes,
by which the Lord doeth giuehisblefsings. You
muft norwith Idlenefle, inforce Godto worke my-
racles of mercic on the wilfully finfull. Youmuft
bee diligent to heare the word of God, reuerent in
belecuing and receining of it,fruitfull in the Chrifti-
an practife of ir, that the blefsing of God may come

vponyou. God canraifechildren vato 4éraham of

the very fionmes, and caftyou away if you caft him off.
- Inthatthe Lord doeth promife Abrabam to make
him a great Name, know thatitis a blefled thing to
be well fpoken of. This will God bring vpon the
obedient. But if youdifobey, you will but make
the eares of them to tingle, that heare of you. And
as weare in continuall expe&ation of fome honou-
rable effeét, if youcontinuein the faith: {o will you
bring a confufion vpen your felues , and athame
vpon your Nation, ifyou fticke notfaftro God,and

his blefled commaundements. .

Andlaftly, whereas God doth promife, that 4-
bram {hall beablefling, you muftknow ityour du-
tie to walke wilely towards thofe rhat are wirbons ye-
deeming the time,becanfé the dayes are ensll. The dayes
arc euill indeede, in that continent. .

Thenhow tender onght your.care to'be;to gaine
the reputation of ableflingamong this people. Let
them feesthat he that came before, was but Satan
whom they themfelues doe {crue, that bad transfor-
mied himfelfe into au Angell of light ; andihat they wers
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lerufalesn , Let thems profper that louethee. Andthat

a Prophet, [hallreceiue a Prophets veward ; and bee that
veceineth a rightéons man , in the name of a righteons
man, (hall receine the yeward of arighteons man. _And
whefocucr [bhall gine to one of thefe little ones, 1o drinke,

acup of cold water onelyinthe name of a Difeiple. Vere-
; b

of Chrift. Hethat receinesh a Prophet , inthe name of

fed becaufe of foféph. The:midwiues , that didfpare
the children of the Ifraclites , anddid not kill them,
according to the commaundementof Pharash the

king, werealfobleffed: which the Scripture doth |
thusrecord, God therfore profpered thewidmes. And |
againe, Andbecaufe the widowes feared God, therefore |

78 VirGivE a. 39
Satans vuniflers, that transform.edtoemiclues into the ly I fay wntayou; he fhal! 510t losfe his reward, Vpon this
l\;oztz o u!po/lles_af Ci'arzﬂ: But walke you honefily asin thc day, bleﬂi’ng of God was itthat Dasid {aid te hisfonne
FAS 30 Letyour light fo [bine before men, that they may (c¢ your Salomon. Shew kindnesvnie theonnes of Barzillai the 1.King. 27,0
o good workes; azdglorsfie you father which is in heaucn. Gileadite,- for[otheycame tomegwhen Ifled fro Abfo-
f;bf:‘; While we haue time, letvidoe good 1o all men 5 yet piue lom #hy brother: Knd as the Lord dothbleffe them
: noplaceto the diuell. So the blefling of Godfhall be that loue his children, with his bleflings of thislife,
vpon vs,and we fhall be ablefling wherefoeuer we {o doth hebleffe themat laft with the kingdome of
goe. And ftill remember that,as the divels children heatien. For¥hus dothour Saviour Chrifbgiue his
will needs bea curfe, {o the fonnes of Abrabam will {entence ; Comeye bleffed of my father , take the inberi-
alwayeslabour to be a feete blefling ; where euer tance of the kingdsmepreparedfor you, from the begin= | Masth.as.34.
they come. And thefe were the argumencs that ning of the world : For Iwas an bungred.andye gausme
concerned Abrabam and bis people, wee muft novv mear, dee. Whichafterwards he doth thus explaine,
proceed alfo to fpeake of fuch arguments that con- Verely 1 ay vntoyon,in asmuch as ye hawe done it 10 one
cerned others.” - and an ns ‘ of the leaft of thefc my brethren ye haue done it towse But
- : 1 lhere we muft vnderftand, that when hefaith, I will
Vo. "I"H E Lord doth deale wonderfully with him in ve- fblcﬂ'e them that bleflesbee, the word thee, didnot |
Jpect of others , When heis departed from his fignifie perfonall  dbraham 5 butdbrahwm andall
owne Countrie. For firft the Lord will bleffe them his poﬁ'eritic,which werein his-loynes ; and were
that bleffe him. Toblefle, inthis place, is by word to be that great Nation, thattheLord promifedto|
and deed to fecke the profperitie of any. The Lord make ofhimi. And this, the Foxe Balam knew yery | Num.rg.5.0. |
| then doth promife to make all his blcﬂings- goebe-| [well, Wﬁc’nfpeaking of lacob, and the habitation of | '
fore them, that doe, in any manner; make their blef- Ifiael, He citeth this Text : Bleffed is heeshat bleffeth | ,.,, o, . ..
fings goebefore his feruants. To this purpofe s it, thee. Laban wasblefled for Zacobs fake , and thekee- | ani39 2 .
Pfalas26. | whichthe Prophet Dawid hath, Pray for the peace of per of thc’piifon y with/his whole charge was blef-

214

hid

he made them bonfe:. Rabab alfo, that harbouredand |

Exbd.117.20. |
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hid the Lords fpies , found the blefling that Zofbua’
(aued ber, and hes farbers houfhold, and all ihat fhe bad,
and [he dweltin Ifrael, as it feemeth, married to Sa/-
mon, and {o al{o from her came Chrift.

To curfe, in this place, doth fignifie allkind of af-
flictions : as appeareth by thelawe of God. Andf{o
the meaning is, that the Lord will {fpendall his
plagues vpon fuchas doe bring any afflition vpon
«Abraham , yeathe Lord will reuenge them in his
wrath. So faith the Lord Iefus Chrift, He that fhall
offend ope of shefe liztle ones, that beleeue in me , it were

Let Pharaok tell how well he fped for taking 4bra-

plagued Pharaok with great plagses s becanfe of Sarai A-
brahams wife. Let Abimelechtell, how much better
he faired for the like pranke. But Sedowm will neuer
be forgotten, that would abufe ftrangers. And E-
gyptishangedvp atable , inall menseyes, to let
them fee , that the Lord hath innumerable fearefull
plagues, to fpend vpon them that will deale craftily,
and eruelly with his people ; and not fuffer them to

ferue the Lord. Thereafon hereofis, that God, to
him that receiueth his conenant,doth bind himfelfe
to be his God, and the God of hus [eede. And thus the
Prophet Zachariebringing foorth-God exprefsing
his meaning to be, that thereisfo firickt an Vnion,
betweene Godand bis people, that what is. done to
his feruants,, hee.taketh as done to himfelfe;His

| words be thefe, #e that toucketh you,tousheth the apple

bester for him,that a milficue were hawged about bis.
| necke: and that be were drowned in the depth of the [ea.

hams wife inta bis honfe , The Textfaith, The Lord |

Godhath ftirred vp,to be the means of his Bleffings
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of mine eye. Tothis purpofeis that of our Sauiour
Chrift, He that receineth you yeceiscth me : and bhe thas
receincth mereceinetly bim that femt me. Andagaine,
He that de[ptfesh you,defpsfets me : and he that defysfetss
me, delpifeth himhat fent me. Andnow, feeing the
refpect of blefling or curfing , which falleth vpon
Abraham and his pofteritie,doth fall vpon God,then
confider what God faith for himfelfe. Them that ho-
nour me, Iwill honour : and they that de(pife me.fhall be
defpifed. Andthis doth Dawid acknowledge in God,
With the godly, thoa wilt [hew thy [elfe godly : with the
| wpright,thouwilt [bew thy [elfe vpright : with the pure,
thou wilk [hew thy [elfe pure : and with s be frowardython
wilt fhew thy fetfe froward.
Itis thento bee obferued, that godly men, that
feare God, where euer they goe by Gods vocation,
they fhall find friends , and fuchas fhall blefle them.
He made thofethat led them away captine to pitiethem.
lofeph, and Daniel found more honour abroad, then
their Princes had at home. Effer and Mordecas,found
morefauour at Shufan , then many of theit betters
found at ferufalem. Hee that raifed vp thofe godly
men friends abroad, will alfo prouide for you a-
broad, ifye contintie his faithfull {eruants, as Abraz:
did. And further, here wee fec, thatfuchasloue
Gods people {hall profpcr ; though they be but hea-
then. This may giue warrantie vOto our coi-
{ciences, toaccept of fauourandbleflings , euen of
the Gentiles : and alfo to hold aleague and concur-
rence, euen with the well affetted Heathen, thar
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They muft

mies.

looke for ene-

vatovs. Soisitfaidto Abram, VWhenhe had occa-
fion torefcue his brother Lot from Chedor-Laomer,
Then came or:e that efcaped,and told Abram the Ebrew,
which dwelt inthe plaine of Mamre, the Amorite, bro-
ther to Elhcol, and brother to Aner, which were coufe-
derate with Abram. And alfo we may fecure our
{elues, in the affociation of fuch 3 that God will not
kill vs for their fakes : but on the contrary , God wil!
bleffe them for our fakes.

Againe, this text doth teach vs thus much, that
in a ftrange Countrey, we muft looke for enemies 3
euen curfing enemies , vnder whofetongues is the
poyfon of Afpes , and whofe right hand is a right
hand of iniquitie. Balaam, that had a witches tongue

e, R
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ple of God , heefhould bee curfed himfelfe: for the
curfe fhould returne voto him , as Water into his
bowel-,and oyle 1nto bis bones. And generally, they
(hall comevntofhame and confufton , as many as
haue euill will ac. Zséon. Herethenisa warrant that
where godly men are conftrained to encounter
with curfers, fuch as are the Pricfts of the Gentiles;
itis Gods ordinance to bringa curfe vpon them,
and to kill them : as the children of Ifracel did Balass.
Hereis alfo a promife, that , if we keepe our felues
to Abrams faith and obedience, God willbring a
curfevpon all our enemies. The Prophet Lacharie

T be Lord, faith he, will make ierufilem a cup of psyfon

hath many excellent {peeches, to exprefle thisby: .

Pfal10g.a7.

Lofb13.22.

ﬁfmi zz.;.. in his head,was fent for to curfe Ifracl by Balak, that vnto all the people in the fiege of Ievufalem. Ierufalcrn f;fﬁ“ b
ok knew he hadapeftilenttongue. The feed of the divel | | /hallbee a heauic flone for allpeaple + allthat lifs at it,
* | will befpighting and biting , doe what aman can. | | /ballbe torne ; thongh all she eartly be gathered together
w163z | Thisour Sauiour foretelleth to his holy Apoftles, againft it. Againe, the princes of luda  [hall bee as coles
In theworldyou [ball hawe trouble. A thing whichif | | of fire among wood , and like the firebrand in the [heafe,
the children of Ifrael had knowen as they ought, and they [hall dewoure all people round about. on the right
they would neuer haue refufed to enter the land bhand, andon the lefi. Thefe things {pake the Prophet
which God commanded them to poffeffe : becaufe of thefe victorious dayes of the Gofpell.1hopeout
there were curfing andkilling enemies , no better of thefe words thus generally deliuered, euery true
then Canibals. Bee notthen difcouragcd, though hearted Proteftant , can frame outan anfwere vnto
youlight on enemies:forthat did God foretell vato the obieGion,that is thought much to impeach this
Abram, that hee and his feed muft find. Rather bee Plantation in V1 & ¢ 1 ~ 1 a. The perill, fay the
ftrong,and of good courage : becanfe the Lord is obieters, is great by the Papifts that thall come on
with yous and with them,but an arme of flefh. thebacke of vs. What Papifts doe you feare? the
111 Laftly, our text doth tellvs, that he will curfe Princes? Sure, fuchasarein aliance with our Na-
};‘}l‘és’ﬂf:ﬁb . |themthat curfe Abram, This the witch Balaamknew tion ,will thinke other thoughts,and take better ad-
curfed. that ifany would open his mouth to curfe the peo- uice. Butas for the popith Church;an varuly beaft,
$. ple S 2 exempt
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exemptfromall zood gouernment , Ciuill and Di-
uine, onely adoring bim , thatbath exatted himfelfe
abone alithat §s called God, or that is worfhipped, it may
be they, like che daughters of Salomons horfleaches,
will cry , Gine,giue , more blood | and yet more blooa,
And yet, a man would thinke,they were glutted be-
fore this time of day,For inn her may be foun the blood
of the Prophets andof the Saints and of ALvithatwere
[lune vpon the earth. But youwillfay | now they be
fo well flethed, they will haue more blood. Tothis
firft our textanfwereth in general,neuer feare them:
they come to curfe with Bell , Booke and Candle,
and the Diuell and all: but remember this , God wiff
curfethem that curfe Abram. But fay you, they are
fuch terrible beafts, as that the profeffors of the
Gofpell muft needes be afraid of them. Indeed their
perill was great , while their Inchauntments were in
force. lannesand lambres withftood M oyfes, till the
‘Plague of the Seab fell vponthem, andthen they
were able to ftand before Moyfes no longer. So they
inggled, and did many ftrange tricks, and much mif-
chicte,till the Plague of the §ab light vpon them at
Nap'es;more then an hundred yeere agoe: but fince
though their induftrie hath bene nothing inferior
to the diuels, that camefrom compafsing of 1he earth,
to and fros yet they may caft a wofull accompt: For
they find in the total!, how many Kingdomes they
haueloft, and doe daily lofe s how many battailes

3 . .
| they haue fought,in all which to the Proteftants, as

the Cananites, would proue to the Ifralites in Ca-
lebsindgement,{o haue they beneseuen Bread for vs,

- Aske

BriTaANNTA.

Aske what is become of thofe imperiall armies,that

went into Boeme, againft the Hufsites, in the time

of §igifmund the Emperour : andknow , whatis be-

come of their Armour : whether it armed not the.

Hufsites that wanted? Aske what is become of the
many {hippes that came into the Narrow feas in
theyeere 1588 2T am fure much of their Ordinance
furnithed the Netherlanders. Will they come to
you? Sure G O D that made Ifracl rich of the
{poiles of Egypt, can by his pronidence make them
furnifh youwith hippes, with Munition , with Vi-
Guall, withmoney : letthisbe your hope. But feare
not their feares. Babilon, faith the Angell, is fallen 5
neuer torifeagaine : {ing Hallelu jah, and you fhall
{ee her fmoakeafcendfor euermore. No, no,, they
{hall preuaile na more, for their madwes is made eus-
dent. They haue another chare to doe, I hope, will
make them fcratch where ititcheth not. Thinkeye
that it is pofsible for Princes , whofe treafureis ex-
haufted, and honour impeached , by their inchaun-

ments, not torequire fatisfaction for thefe wrongs? |

and , to that purpofe,, pull all their Mammon from
vnder their Altars? I amperfwaded,the Armour

they hauein the roufes of their Churches, will one
t day helpe to arme acompany of good fellowes, that

will cometo Chureh,it may bee vnder pretenceof
hearing aMaffe,but will depart with good luggage,

{otfiluerand gold, and pearle, and fuchlike, thatis

there ready gathered to their hands. Wherefore
feare God,and ofall others,there lieth the leaft feare
to be looked for from them. The onely perill is in
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offendingGod,and taking of Papifts in toyour com-
pany : ifonce they come creeping into your houfes,
then lookefor mifchiefe : if treafon or poyfon bee
ofany force : know themall to be very Aflafines, of
allmen to beabhorred. Buthope in God that hee,
that hath fent you abroad , willalfo fend you fuch
gouernours , as Will caft outthe leaen out of your
houfes : to whom I need fay little,, becaufe 1 know
they need not be nurtured by me.

IN Abram [ball all the famalies of 1he earth bee beeffed.
By Abram,is ment, as before, Abrabam, asinhis
loynes are many nations. For that which is heere
{poken of Abramiis alfo fpoken of Iazeb,in this man-
ner. /s thee,andinthy fecd,fhall all the familiesof the
earthbe bleffed. It is true that in Abrabamand his
Children,were many men bleffed : as appeareth in
the Scripture,where they haue drawne many ftran-
gers to ferue God. Howbeitthe principall blefling
s afcribed to Chrift, who by excellencie is called
Thyfeedes as S. Panie doth very notably obferue,
when hefaith, Hee [sith motamd o thy feedes, as [pea-
bing of many, but, Andtethyfeed, asof ome, which is
Chriff. By the families of the earth are vnderftood
allthofe nations, whicharofe from the families of
the fonnes of Noah,after their generations among their
people; for out of thefe were the nations dinided in the
earth after the flood: and that which is heere rendred
families, afterward is called Natizns in the {peech of
the Lord of Abraham, Allthe nations of the earth [ball
beble(fedin him. 8. Paulrendreth it thus, in #hee [hall
all

——
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all the Gentiles be ble(Jed By blefling in this place, fee-
ing the feed is Chrift,and the word, Thee, did fo far
pointout Abrabam,as it hadrelationto Chrift in his
loynes, offorce it muft fignific that bleflednefle,
which Chrift doth bring vnto men. Which the An-
gel and a mnltitnde of beanenty fouldiers, do compre-
hend in their fweete fong of praifing God, when
they {aid. Glorie be to God on frigh,and Peace on earth,
and towards men good will. Then the {peech,all putto-
gether,is this, that 4br«ham muft get him out ofhis
Countrie:that he may begin that, which God, by
him and his feed,willaccomplifh in due time:name-
ly that all nations may embrace the gofpel of Chrift
vnto their faluation. An excellent argument, and of
fingular force,to perfwade not only 4bram, butall
his Children according to the faith,to fly, ifit were
offible,ouer the mountaines,about {o greate an er-
rand. O with what Comfort may aman come be-
fore the Lord, with this accountofhis talent. Be-
hold 1 am heere ¢ the childre which Goa bath gesenme.
It would neuer grieue S Pasleto go from Cilicidro
‘| prefenta Churchat Corinth, a pare Virgin to Chrift.
But ftay, faith one,you run oo faft without good
oround: you feeme to encline to the Millenaries, or
fuchas looke for the gofpell to be fpread ouer all the
world. You muft know that is done manieafaire
yeareagoe, that weneed not looke for anewRe-
uolution of that. It were fafer to trembleat thelaft
iudgement, whofe trumpet is euer founding in our
eares: Arile from ihe dead and come to indgement. To
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Luk.2,14)
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Anfwere.

this I anfwere that no preiudicate opinion s a uft
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condemnation to the trueth, nor any doctrine out
of Bookes thatare Apacripha, canmakeawife man
departfromadoétrine of the Canontcall Scriptures.
It1s true that Gregories credit was wont to bee great
inthe times that men knew no better, who confi. |
dently affirmed the iudgement to bee at hand ; but
befides the confutation of a thoufand yeares, which
haue bin fince hee {o affirmed,the pregnant & cleere
Scripture confoundeth the proud conieéture of him
and his followers. And this doth alfe appeare by
the Apoftafic of fome Papifts that in their bookes
lately Printed at Rame, haue departed from the fen-
tence of {o great aPope, and graue Door of the
Church,telling vs plainely that the gofpell muft be
preached vniuerfally through the world before the
laft Iudgement. Butneitherby their authority, nor
arguments,but by the force of fuch Texts as cannot
be deluded,do Laftirme, That all the Nations of the
world [ball be bleffed 1 Chriff. They that mince and
pare this Text, that they make itas {foreas the She-
chamits were with their circumcifion,f{ay,that,take a-
way the ouerlathing hyperbole,and, Their foundis s
gone ont into all the world, will ferue the turne. A fim-
pleblefling Godknoweth and little differeth from
T he [anor of death vnto death. If they receane you not,
(faith Chrift,) [hake off the duft of your feete. Tsuely, 1
Jayvito yom, it fball be eafier for the land of Sodons and
Gomorrab in the day of Indgement, thenfor that Citie,
howfoeuer they heard the found of the worde of
God. This ftumbling blocke,fewe wife men will fay
was this &/effedneffe promifed to dbranz.

The

{wouldfaine put by the truth.

| and frrote the image vpon the fecte,and brake them in
| peeces. Thenwas the yronthe clay the braffé, she filuer,

Vfwmmer flowers, and the windecaryiedthem away, thas

P

| thae all the world muft bee fubdued by force and

{ Lthinke, no diftinctions of byperbole,nor [piritually,

\theimage , became a greate mountaine , ana filled the

{whole earth.

1 Herefirft,we plainly fee,that Chrift muft deftroy
: H
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TheIewes hunt counter as faft on the other fide,
For when as ,in the fecond Pfa/me,theyreade of their
Mefaas that be fball haue the heathen for bis inberi-
tamce,andsbe vitermoft parts of the earth for his poffef§i-
on: that be [hall crafb them with a fecepter of yron, and
breake them 1n peeces like a potters veffel, they affirme,

violence vnto <Weffiah, An_ opinion that pre-
uailed much in the time of Chrift, as appeareth not
onely by diuerfe others, but alfo by the Apoftles,
who encountred our Sauior Chrift thus,before his
afcenfion. Lerd wilt thow a thistime reflere the ting-
dometo Ifrael. But they alfo make butanvncom-
fortable blefsing of this bleflednes of Abraham. The
phrafe is plaine, thatin Abraham all the families of
the earthfhallbeblefJed, Ableflednes then mufk the
Gentiles trult to receive from «4érabam. Particu-
ly thefe things are deliuered in the Scripture,which,

nor at the laf indgement,can delude, which are the
ordinary refuges of them-that, our of preiudice,

Daniell hathit thus, A flone w;x:mt without hands,

and gold broken together, and became like chaffe of the
#a place wasfoundfor them : and'the [lone,tha [wot.

the |
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l.
| the Monarches that they be not fotid. And fo much
of thisfpeech doth S. Pas! interprete thus plaincly. ‘

That Cirift (ball put downe allvule , and all authorisze,
and power. For be muft reigne,till bee ha'h put all bis e-
nemies, vnder bhis fecte : the laft enemy that [ball be de-

[trayed 15 death, The other part of Daniels {pecch,

Dasid doth thus exprefle in the Pfatme. T hou Lorde
(hatt inberit all nations. And this pointthe Prophet
Zachary doth render thus. The Lord (hall bee & ing o-
wer alltbe earth, In that day there [hall be one Lord, and
his nawe (ha'lbeone : {o that no other God fhall bee
named in all the worlde. But left any fhould vnder-

ftand this point of the laft iudgement, and fo Elacc 3

carthinheauen 3 Dansel/ {heweth how the Lord
thall beking,his words arc thefe. The kingiome and
dominion,and greatnes of bis kingdome vnder the whole
heanen [hall be ginen to the holy peeple of the mft bigh,
whole kingdomeis an enerlafling kingdome.and 4l pow-
ers [hall ferue and obey him. Butwhat fhal he abolith

‘ kings,and bring all to a Popularity? no fuch matter,

Gadisthe author of ordersyand not of confufion.. The
kingdomes of this world fhall bee our Lords, and hi;
Christs, and bee [hall vaigne for euermore, by Kings

conuerted to the Gofpell. For godly Kings doe fiz |

on thethrone of the Lordandby themthe Lord reigneth
The beginning of this alteration Ifaiah. exprefleth
thus. Kngs fhall be thy nurfing Fathers, and Queenes
{hall be thy nurfes: they foallwor[bip thee with their fa.
ces towards the earthyand licke vp she.duft of thy feete.
But leaft any man fhouldfay, it may bee fome, but
what is that o the reft ? Dswid anfwereth thus,, The

Kings

Breizannia,
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Kings of T ar(bifb,and of the les [ball bring prefents. T he
Kings of Sheba, and Scha, [bha'lbring gifts,yea Al
Kings [hallwor(bip him, Al nations [hali ferue him.

‘And againe, T he Lord is high and errible: A grear

King ouer allthe earth.And again in the fame P falme,
Godis King oner all the earth, [ing praifec, whofoener
hath onderflanding. Godreigneth ouer the heathen cre.
[fany do yet think that they (hall ferue him as the
Kings did Jofuah,whenhefet hisfeet on their necks:
the bleffed feripture faith no. For the Pfalme hath ic
vhus. 4 Kings of the earth [hall praife thee,0 Lord, for
they haue heard the words of thy mouth. A thing which
they will notdoeatthe refurrection; when going
to hell thy (hall fay : When faw we thee an hungred, or a
thirft, or afiranger, or naked, .or (icke or in prifon dre?
And as the {criprure is very particular in fetting
down the ftatc of the kings, how they fhall {tand at-
feked to the Gofpell,fodoth it of the people. Firft
Dauid{aith allthe pesple [hallfee thy glory. But that is
not fufficient, wherefore S. Zohn,in the Reuelation
goeth farther thus. 4/ nations (ball come and wor[hip
beferethee,0 Lord, Haiah harhit thus,, 7 haue fworne
by my felfe, and the worde is gone out of my mouth in

(righteoufnes, and (hall not yeturne: that euery knee  hall

bow vnto mee, andeuery tongue [ball [weareby mee.
VWhich Saint Pasl cxprefleth thus, God hath exalted
Chrift Iefus andgiuen him & ame abowe ail names:that
atthoname of lefus [hould enery knee bow, andthat euc-
ry tongue [houid confe(fe that Iefus is the Lord, vnto 1he
gloryof God the Father. Malachie yet goeth further
thus: Fromtbe rifing of the Sun,to the going downe Zf
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the [ame, My nameis great among the Gemtiles, and
in euery place incenfefhall be offed vinto thy name, and
apure offving. The Pfalme faich al(o,T be prisces of the

ham. To conclude this point the Prophet /faab {aith
Erom moneth to moneth, and from Saboth, to Saboth,
[hall all flefls come to wor(bip me;[aith the Lord.

Thefummeis, what blefling any Nationhad by
Chrift, muft be Communicated to all Nations : the
office of his Prophecic to teach theignorant sthe
office of his Pricfthood, to giue remiflion of {innes
to the finnefull: the office of his kingdome,by word,
and Sacraments, and{pirit , to ruletheinordinate:
chat fuch as ave deadin trefp«ffes , maybe madeto fit to-
gether in beanenly places. For thereis no difference be-
tweene the Iew,ind the Gregian. For hethatis Lovd o-
wer all,is rich vmso all, that call vpon him. For itwell
befeemeth the glory of God to trinmph ouer his
enemies : and the Wifdome of God{after the world

1 hath had plcntifull experience of the craft of the di-

uell,and wicked men of all fortes)ro exalte the Gof-
pell, #he wifedome of God: s al{o his Power to'bee
declared, when all his enemies had fhewed their
force; and his Mercy to his Saints after fo great ex-

tercifes of patience; and his inftice , to thewe his

indgenents, in condemning thofethachauefpoken
proud words, and done wicked deeds , to his fer-
uants. Butefpecially tohis Glory, inexalting:his
{onne,and crowning him with Glory, & Worthip,
that we may fee that, which yer we {ec not: 4/

pesple are gathered vntothe people of the God of Abra-

{ glorious atthe firft, but would feeme to hidethe
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ny obiections are made againft this doctrine, out of
fuch places as this. 1When the fonne of man commeth,
fhall be findefaith an the earth? And of Antichrift whom
the Lord [hall abolifh, by the byightne/Jeof bis comming.
But partly, for want of Grammer learning,to know
the meaning of the word Coe, and partly for want
of Logick,to lay out thofe places to their due times:
thofe Scriptures,and many more,are racked by fuch
men out of their ioints : whichrightly vnderftood,

are alleadged:which neither this time nor place will
ginemeleaue to difpute. - VWherefore ftanding to
our ownefirft grounde,learne firft to bee {paring in
abridging the glory of Godswhich made the world,
that his Sonne might rule ouer all. For howfoeuer,
for fome good caufes,God would not make himfelf

glory of Godinthe paffion of his Sonne,and afflic-
ton of his Saints; and permitting Antichrift to
climeto his height, tharthofe that are perfect may

fosteftoole,and thenfhall.comefromthence toindge!
the quick and the dead. Wi ;
Againe, ifit be Gods purpofe, that the Gofpell.
{hall be preached through the world for a witneffe,’
then ought minifters to bee carefull and willing to;
fpreadit abroad,in fuich good feruices as this,that s |
intended. Sure it is greate fhame vntovs; of the mi-
niftery,that can be better content, tofit, andreft vs.

‘haue a cleane other fenfe, then that for which they | .
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beknowne:yet queltionlefle, .Chriff mus? fit atthe| pfarnro..
right hand of bis Father, till all bi-enemses bee viade bis | 1-cor-t 5.
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tence of zeale,is cleare difcouered to be but hypocri-
fie, when werather choofe to minde vnprofitable
queftions at home,then gaining foules abroad. Itis
afingular fin for mento be ouercome with euill, it
is a(hamethat the Tefuites and Friers,that accompa-
ny euery {hip (hould be fo diligent to deftroy fouls;
and wee not feeke the tender lambes, nor bind vp
that which is broken. e, stoil

But go on couragioufly, - and-notwithftanding
thefnorting idlenes of the miniftery, fufpect not the
blefsing of God. A captiue girle, brought Namanto

the Prophet. A captiue woman, was the meanes
of conuerting 2beria,now called Geergia. Eedefius, &

Frumentsus, two captiue youthes, were the meanes
of bringing the gofpell into /#dis. God makes the
weake thinges of theworlde confound the mighty,
and getteth himf{clfe praife by the mouth. of Babes
and{ucklings. Becheerfull then, and the Lord of

~ding of the gofpell, to your commenda-
. tion, and his glory, thatis Lord of
all things,to whom be power
and dominion for euer.
Hallelu-sab.

FFNAS.

All glory, glorifiehis name by your happy fprea- - |
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