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Political Loyalties, Immigrant Traditions, and Reform:
The Wisconsin German-American Press and Progressivism,
1909 = 1912

by Gerd Korman

Four years after the election of 1912 Theodore
Roosevell maintuined that many German-
Americans had rallied 1o the bellow of the Bull
Muoose because they hetter understood than did
pative Americans the social wellare reforms
advoeated by the Progressive party.! If the
views of Wisconsins German-American edi-
tors* are typical of the views of most German-
Americans,” Roosevelt was right in assuming
thet the accomplishments of Bismarckian Ger-

Theodore Roosevelt, quoted in George E. Mowry.
Theodare Rocsevelt and the Progressive Murement
{ Madison, 19461, 320,

This study ic hased oo nine German-language
papers published in Wisconsin, They were carefully
wwlected on the basis of 1) political allegianee, 20
circulation, 31 place of pulfication, and 41 the num.
ber of journals owned or controlled by particular
publishers, The newspapers selected were the follow-
ing: Appleton Gegemware, La Crosse Herold und
Vollsfreund, La Crosse  Vollisfreund., Milwaikee
Germaniu Abendpost, Sheboygan National Demokrat,
L Crosse Nordstern, Plymouth Correspondent, Madi-
san Wisconsin Botschafter, Milwaukee Forwares!. In
this article the views of Forwires! were not ineluded
exeept when the paper was in agreement with the
rest of the press, The Social-Democratic Forwdares!
was exeluded beeguse its frame of refevence diffored
s markedly from non-socialist publicstions

The general propesition that editorial opinion in
Wisconsins Germar-American press reflected  Ger-
man-American attitudes 15, of course, open to seripus
question, The limated application of this proposition
as ueed in thie paper, however, probably has same
vilidity, and for the following reasons: 1) the views
of this press on prohibition, wemen's suffrage, immi-
eration, and supporting candidates of German orizin
who seught nomination from Democrats and Repube
licans echoed the sentiments mast German- Americans
had voiced sinee the Civil Waes 20 alter the unibea-

1Nl

many helped German-Americans 10 endorse
the social welfare proposale of his party. But,
he did not realize 1o what extent American
conditions had permeated German-Ameriean-
dom: he did not underdtand the desire of
German-Americans Tor a stable political sys.
tems he did not comprehend the complexity
of the ingredients making up German.
Americanism, Wisconsin's German- American
editors did not commit themszelves lo progres.
sivism, They reacted to the pmgn':ﬁi\'-r' moye-
ment on their own terms, nol on Roosevelts
terms or on those of any other progressive.!
(I the one hand, the eeconomic planks of
outstanding progressive leaders were generally
avceplable to the editors of Wisconsin's
German-American press.” Robert M. La Foll-
ette asked for an amendment to the Constitu-
tion making possible a federal income tax law,
employer’s liability laws, and progressive labor
legislation. including collective Largaining
rights for labor, more effective anti-trust leg

tion of Germany most German-Americans not allili-
ated with Secial Democracy tended to glorsfy  the
aceomplishments of Bismarckion Germuny; 31 the
stbject st hand is progressivism, uml the Germans ol
Wisconsin [ived i whist had been one of the most
progressive states in the Union since Lo Follette had
biecome  governor an 1900, 1 Wisconsin's German-
American press gave little evidenee of baving  oe
cepted progressive relorms on o progressive lerms, it
seoms unlikely that German-Americans onrsdde Wik
consin acorpled these terms,

"This alzn appears o have been true of the nation’s
German- American prese, George Syboeswer Viereck,
a supporter of the Progressive party, claimed in 1912
that America’s German Amesican press had lost the
old German idealism of the “forty-eighters”™ without
replucing @ with the spirit ol a new America. Wil
wankee Germani Abendpost, September 10, 1912,
For the change in the socinl and politieal views of
the German-American press alter the uniheation ol
Germany see Carl Wittke, We I he Bt Americn
I New York, 1939+ 210210

Wordsterr, October 28, 1910, and May 21, 1912,
Milwauker Germanie Abendpost, April 26 and July
12, 15, and 38 1908: Horold and Volksfreund, May
15, 1909 Ficconsin Borsehafeer, Aagust 28, 1904
La Crasse Volksfrenmd. June 5 and S0, L9009 Gegen-
acard, Mareh 18, 1900,
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ixlation. and inervased wse of \'U‘ll}lt'fil'i\l‘"ﬁ,”
Roozevelt at Avmageddon demanded o national
incame tax, an incregase
tharity over industrial combinations, conserya-
tiom of natural resources, and s=ocial welfare
legislation patterned after Germany's indus-
trial insurance programs’ The extent of the
Cerman government’s participation in Ger-
many's industrial sociely was as well known ta
They
understood the political fonction of these e
forms in a Germany that had a strong socialist
movement, They realized. particularly those
in Milwaukee, whose papers had to compete
with the German and English language organs
of the city’s aggressive Bocial-Democratic
party. that industrial reforms vould weaken the
program of American Social-Democracy.®
They did not oppose the nationalization of rail-
roads and telegraph systems.' They supported
the progressive program of conservation and
endarsed some of the labor reforms"" They
clatmed labor had the right to strike peace-
[ully, They Felt that eivil courts did oot ade-
quately  protect the riglis of workers, The
editors insisted that criminal eourts, where
gailt had w he proven bevand a shadow of 4
doubt. should have jurisdiction over acts of

af povenmmental an-

the editors as i1 was o the progressives.”

'513’1'5:-..:1_\1‘:1 Blve Bosde, TOUL pp. 6T0-672 and 674
LrE

Muwry, Rewsevelt, 265260 Theodore Roosevell,
"My Confession of Faith.” in Gearge H, Payne, The
Hirth of the New Party A1H, B Remnels, np., 19124,
28245,

*Charles MeCarthy, in Fiseonsin Borsehafeer. June
12, 1912 ; Roosevelt, “Confession of Faith,” 249; Ben-
FikInEn P 1eWit, ke Prugrw&i."! e Movement | New
York, 1915y, 7

For a history of Milwankee's Social-Democratic
purty e Marvin Wachmuan, History of the Social
Demorvratic Pacry of Mitwankee 1897-1910 (Usbana,
1945 5.

"Herodd wnd Volksfreand, Jansary 20, 1912; Plym-
wuth Cocrespondent. Febrsary 17, 1912 G egenoart,
September 27, 1910, The Herold wnd Volksireand,
for example, wondered how line it swoulil take “proe
gressive America” oo catel up o Germany in the
provision of insurence programs to protect workers
injured in the pursuit of their oreupation.

“"Ray Stannard  Baker, “Will \[r)rgunhnms Con-
trol.” m L Folletne's M:u.fl,mn 27 (September 3,
19100 ; ﬂnr-i Finchot, “Unnservation and the Cost
of |n|ny, “in Pavne, Hieth af the New Parry, 10l-
161 and 163: #isconsin Blue Book, 191, p. 673:
Mitwaukee Germanio Abendpsst, Julv 23 and 27,
1909, and September 3, 1910: Lo Crosse Valksfreund,
Julv 14 aed 23, 1909, and Seprember 4, 1912: s
coresin Betsekafrer, August 31, September 14 and 24,
and November 2, 1910 Nerdstern, April 23 and
August 6, 1909 Gegenwart, Augnst 25, 1910,

162
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violenoe committed |l\ -Irlklll.“ workers1? “lu*\
supporie - the mp.l'll fener 4[:1'& fon l"l‘l‘lpllwl‘r’w of
the Tediral government, o child welfare law,
eimplover’s liability laws, and warkmen’s com.
pensation laws. "

On the other hand, the German-American
paaprers of the state were Tukewarm toward the
Ialiilil'al pru!m.ﬂalh t*-.»:puusw’] ll}" sueh progres-
sive lewders as La Follette, Roosevelt, William
Jennings Bryan, and Woodrow Wilson.
Cranted. the editors supported demands for
the direct election of senators, accepted pro-
posals for direct primaries in the nomination
uf presidentinl electors, and comelimes even
acguiesced in pleas for initiative, referen-
dum, and legislative recall;** they scoffed at
the notion that the application of tricks in the
mechanics of democracy would improve the
quality of the electorate, They doubted tha
specific reforms would improve existing cou-
harmlul clec1st" The
editors wanted o stable political system that
did et infringe upon the traditions of the
German community. They feared an inerease
in the power of the majority hreause such an
inerease might bring women’s suffrage, tem-
perance legislation, immigration restriction,
and. possibly. the revival of laws preventing
the teaching of German in the schools of their
communities, The German-American news.
papers simply suspeeted  the man with the
gleam in his eye, he who strove for & homo-
geneous society on his own terms,

Wistonsin's German-American newspapers
vonstituted an old immigrant press in one of
America’s most progressive states. Most aof
their readers had come 1o Wiseonszin in the
8o By 1910 they
themselves outnumbered by their own second
seneration, and the inerease in the native pop-

dlfiitllin without some

years lwefore Found

UMilwwker Germania Abeadpost. Tuly 29, 19049
W isvansin Botsohafter, Septembes L 1908,

Uied . August 17 and 30, P95 Gegomenrr, August
"'J 1910 Milwaukee Germanin Abeadpost, August
27, 1912,

Uihid., June 12, 19120 Nusionad emokoa, June 17,
1911 Herold und Valksfround. '\[at‘rh A0, 1912 Wis-
consin Botschafter, April 3, 19125 La Crosse Valks-
freund, April 3, 19101: Gegrnwart, Auglml 29, 1910,

SHhid., Apeil 25, 19125 Nordstern, July 11, 1909;
La Crosse Volksfrennd, May 19 and September 4,
1 Milwaeakee Germania Aberdpost. June 5, 1909,

"Reuben (. Thwaitm “The Fareign-harn lnpuln
tion ol Wisconsin,” in Stute Historival Seciery ol
Wikcomsin, Proseedings, 1890, p, 07,
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ulation and in the immigration from easzlern
and southern Europe had sharply reduced the
proportion of Germans living in the state.’”
The circulation of their leading newspapers
in Milwaukee, now, in 1910, was completely
overshadowed by that of the English-langnage
press.’® Symbholically, George Brumder, owner
of the Cermania publications, died in 1910,
shortly after predicting that in five years
German dailies would no longer be sold on
the streets of Milwaukee.'” Still, in the years
from 1909 to 1912 CGerman-American news-
papers flourished in the state. Seventy-nine
German journals were published in forty-one
cities, towns, and villages. Of the seventy-nine
papers thirty-six were published in five places
in the state: Milwaokee counted twenty, Apple-
ton and La Crosse five cach, and Manilowoe
and Sheboygan three each,'® The editors and
owners of these publications still maintained
their own press club. which met each year to
discuss questions and problems thal were of
interest to its members.”!

Thus did German-Americandom in Wiscon-
sin have its spokesmen who could and did re-
flect the similarities and conflicts of interest
between its declining identity and the progres-
sive movement. The editors, partly hecauvse of
their economic stake in it, stressed the use of
the German language in the home: some even
printed articles insisting that German was the
holy language of Lutherans.®* They fought
prohibition and women’s suffrage, opposed all
attempts to restrict immigration, and attacked
all those who, they claimed. were tainted with
Know-Nothingism. They sympathized with the
problems of workers in an industrial society,

"[inited States Census. 110, vol. 3, p. 10821 John
A. Hagwood, The Tragedy of German-America (New
York, 1940), 202,

“Bayrd Still, Milwaukee: The History of a City
(Madison, 1948), 265.
lg;nterricw with George Brumder, Jr., August 18,

*nited States Censics, 1910, vol, 3, pp. 1069-1071;
.I»i]nst;rimn Newspaper Annunl (Phila:!elphia. 1901},

“Verhandlungen der 28. lohressitzung Verein der
Deutschen Presse von Wisconsin (1910). For back-
ground material on the editors of the German-Ameri-
can press of Wisconsin see Gerd Korman, Wisconsin's
German-American Press and the Progressive Move-
ment. unpublished master’s thesis, University of Wis-
consin, 1953, pp. 6 8, 12-16, and 26-30,

“Herold und Volksfreund, Februsry 17, 1912
(egenwaré, April 11 and 25, 1912, See also Milwas-
kee Germania Abendpost, April 21, 1912,

163

They took pride in CGermany’s industrial and
economic legislation and wished America
would follow these paths of the Fatherland.
They distrusted all forms of radicalism and
would at best accept only those reforms that
hrought a moderate change in the political
system they held so dear.

Party regularity was at least as important
to the editors as was their pride in the accom-
plishments of the Fatherland. They were either
Democrats or Republicans who fought for
German-Americanism within the party of their
choice.?* So long as candidates had not been
nominated and platforms not written they in-
sisted on adequate representation and the pro-
tection of their traditions. Onee candidates had
been chosen and the platform aceepted. loyalty
to the party took precedence over most of the
interests and social values associated with
German-Americanism.

These elements of Cerman-Americanism de-
termined the editorial positions of Wisconsin's
German-American press during the politieal
campaigning from 1909 to 1912, These were
the editors’ reference points, their touchstones,
their criteria when they supported particular
candidates or endorsed certain views, These
clements made up their own particular Weltan-
sehauung in the vears when progressives made
their bid for national power.

Often the German-language papers favored
German-American political candidates because
of their national origin, In 1910, for example,
when the state’s Republican party split over
Robert M, La Follett’s progressivism, the
Democratic journals urged Charles Weiss's
gubernatorial nomination on the basis of his
German extraction.”” The Republican papers
asked in that same year for Gustav Kuester.
mann’s re-election to Congress hecause Kues-
termann was a German-American. Germania
and Nordstern told their readers that, for fear
Wisconsin might lose its only German repre-

“During the election of 1910 the Democratic Na-
tional  Demokrat and the Republican Milwaukee
frermania Abendpost demonstrated that the support
of German-American candidates was subordinated to
party lovalty, They criticized each other for support-
ing only these German-American candidates who be-
longed to their respective parties, Narional Demokrat,
October 18 and 26, 1910: Milwankee (ernanies
Abendpust, October 5 and 27, 1910

"Herold und Volksfrenmd, August 27 and 31 and
September 3, 1910 Wisconsin Botschafter, August
31, 1910; Nationel Demofrat, August 31, 1910,
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sentative, “we feel obligated to call upon the
German citizens to cupport their industrions
anid tested representative in the House,”

There were other instances when national
origin was the basis fur opposing or supporting
a particular candidate. Nordstern once ex-
claimed, “German cilizens, vole as you [jll‘i:l.'il'
but vote against the German hater | Charles
H.| Rawlinson,”™" When the progressive He.
publican State Central Committee sought to
replace Frank (0 Tucker as the candidate for
attarney general. the Germania urged that
Philipp Leboer, & German-American, would
be an excellent choiee, As there were so fow
Coerman- American candidates i the Repuhli-
can party Lehner's vomination would  help
demanstrate that the party acknowledged it
debt to the Germans of Wisconsin, 7

To German-Americans prohihition had al-
wavs been a “piece of sumptuary legislation
that violated eAeTy coneepl of ;u‘rﬁnrml 1i|n-rl)
and tolevance.™ During the fiest decade of
the twentieth eentury, when reformers like
Willism Jennings Brvan and Chasze Osborn
advorated temperance legistation. the National
German-American Alliance fought all attempts
W legaliee prohibition.” Tn 1910 the German
Press Association of Wisconsin agreed with
ihe Alliance.™ This {ear of [ltullilniﬁml wis
slrong 1‘Illll|.;.'ll for varh l;i'rllmn-l:llly.'u:lg('
paper Lo =ubordinate it desiee for harmony
in s party oo its anti-prolalationary. position

UMiweamikoos Gersmangn Abendpost. August 24, 1910
Vordstern, Septendwer 2, 1911,

I--!II”.’I(‘. Nll\"lnlﬂ'l l' I‘J““ R-'l\\!;ll.‘\ll" Was i ‘-ﬂrllli'
date for county elevk,

TMilwanloe Gormunin .<”n.‘)nl’;~'«\f. 59]-!4'"\]10! 24,
1L

“Wittke, We Who Bailt Americn, 258.

“Clifton 1. Child, The German-Americans in Poli-
fies [IL1GTT I Nadisomn, 19390, 10 box marked
Wieransin Politive, 1906 19097 i State Historical
Spcety of Wiseonsin,

Verbwadiungen dee Deatschen Presse van W iseon
sie dnpe, 19100 ¢ Child, Germeen. dmecivans in Palic
fies, 5. The =acial-Demneratic party of  Milwaukes
alsn opposed  probibition. Wachman, Socied Denio-
vt Party aof Midwankee, 80, The extent of the
lwewing tndustry's contrilbintmn to the antiprohibi-
tion stangd of the state’s German-langunge press s
diffienlt to determine, bt see the following inr indi-
cations of the {riendiy ties between Gustay Pabst and
the press and of the brewere participation in Wis-
lrm&in |r(n|ilia'H: "n:fl‘unrl! ”i'mrlﬁ!)if. ,"i-!‘|lil'ﬂl||--t |1.
1910 Thomas C, Cochran, Pabsr Browdng Compeny
The Histors f an Amerionn Basiness (New York.
196, 266 aml 512 Miwauhee fonrnal. Septembae
19, 1910; B isconsin Blae Hooko VUL pp, 60 and
oM,

seriNG, 1957

“'hl"“ il El['i‘"“_'ll Illil! ll‘l'“[.ll"l'ﬂr"'l' ll.‘"_'i-!‘ilillin" il']
the stale was about o become a h*.:k“l}". In
1000, [or example. when a local-option bill was
dizcvszed in the progressive Republican Wis.
consin legislature, the Republican Germania
threatened o work for the overthrow of i
party in the event the bill became faw." After
the deleat of the Will the ¥ isconsin State
Journal maintained that the threat of the
German-language daily had killed the measure
and speculated 2z o how many Germans
placed the saloon over lovalty o party, home,
and church,™ Germania replied in @ vein that
clearly showed it placed the drink question
Fll!l‘l\"‘ l”ll’l'\' H“l';iﬂrﬂ'*‘.
“Of course the Germans in Wisconsin do not
place the saloon above party, or chureh and
home: church and home have nothing 1o do
with the question at all. The Germans of
Wiscansin al all times, however, place the
defense of personal libertv and the preser-
vation of the pood pname of the state above
the party,”™
The German-American press strenuously op-
posed women's suffrage. In 1912, when Wis
consin progressives fought for this measure.
the slale’s German-language papers associaled
opposition to it with the vause of Germani=m,
They agreed with the many immigrants who
lield that a4 woman belonged o the home ™
They peed the nreuments of clergymen and the
National German-American Alliance and pre.
dicted the pollution of home and Family if wile
and mother became active in polities “We
Germans do not consider our women folk in-
ferior to men, We hold women high in our
esteem and refuse o see them lll‘[_'.lal]i' them-
selves by participating in the strueggle for
political power.™ Germania stated the case
of the German-American press succinetly when
it exelaimed:
“Protect vour family, vour noblest posses
sion, Save your women and daughters from
political intrigue! Our German housewives

I eeonsin Srare Jornel, Apeil 1, 190G,

i,

“Milwwikes Germania Abendpost. April 2, 1909,

“Osear Handling The Uproated (Boston, 18521, 218,

“Herold und Volksfreand. March 6 and June 1,
1012 National Demoleat, Februnre 10, 19122 Fis-
vomsin Bopeclgiter, October T8, 19125 Nardstern, Jan-
wary 5, 1912: deegenwors, Octobar 21, 19120 Plym-
weath Coerespandent. Febuary 28, 1612

“Mitwsnbee Germeanta Abendpost, November
(8] e
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The German Press Club of Milwaukee about 1900

Left to right, standing:

Herman Pabst, Henry |. Stark, George Parker, (unknown), (unknoown),

Ernst Borchert. Otto Schrach, Frederick Pabst, Gustave Pahst, Bates: eeated: Schucht, John S,
Pierce, A. C. Morrison, (unknown ), Frank Falk, Oscar Mueller, Fred I, Theurer

do not want the franchize. , . . We want to
keep our home, hearth. and family free from
political intrigue. ., 7

The immigration question became relevant
in shaping the attitudes of Wisconsin German-
language journals toward progressives when
Woodrow Wilson campaigned for the presi.
dency. In the carly months of 1912 the papers
the Democrat’s supporting Champ Clark and
the Republican’s in the rale of general appo-
sition, Iried to ward off Wilton's nomination
Iﬂr\gl’l_" l“‘l'l‘!".“" |'lr hi? il”l',‘,:l'll i"lf""'lf""lllrll Lip=
ward prohibitionists and alleged hostilin
loward immigrants from eastern and southern
Europe.”™ Through the weeks preceding the
convention, when Wilson was clarifving his
views on progressive reforms. the papers

Tl

*Arthur 8. Link, Wifson: The Roml o the W Ain
Howse (Princeton, 193870, G83 345, 387, and 389
William F. MeCombe, Moking Weodrow W ilson
Presidest (New York, 19210, 9,

hammered on the tlwo paints.™ The Republican
Cermania. lor r'\;;rll;-ll‘. |'r'pd’:lh‘i‘]|\-' told its
readers of mass meetings and demonstrations
held by Hungarians. Poles. and Ttalizns pro-
testing against Wilons debasing remarks in
his History of the American People. Wilson,
it charped. simply did not understand the
mentality of immigrant communities. The
Lerman 1|ui]_\ wondered how any l‘)l'l’l’ll!l'l":llif'
mmmigrant could cupport Wilson’s nomination:

Nationalities that have not yveb been in-
dicted by the Governor of New Jersey are
requested to present themselves so that |, .,
Wilson may take care of any oversight he
may have committed.™"

PICTURE: from sn original phatoprint presented
Ly Jobn G Gregory 1o the Society's biographical file.
e subjects were blentified v Mr. Fredegick Pabst
In 19586,

"Wilwenbkee ferrmaniu i'n'u-.'..u'_rnm.l. February 1,
Mareh 26, and April 5, 19120 Netiosal Demuokras
Febroary 2, 1912; Vorwares !, March 9, 1912

“Milweeker € ermanin dbendpos:. March 23, 1912,
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Onew it was clear 1o the editors thar the
nominated candidates and the platforms of
1910 and 1912 did not threaten German-
American interests, party regularity made the
journals use the issues of prohibition and im-
migration on hehall of their respective parties.
In the clection of 19100 when La Follette
fought 10 retain his seat in the Senate. the
Demoreratic German-language papers did not
come to his aid. lenoring progressive reform
measures. they asked German.Americanz to
vote Democratic because the Demoeratic plat.
form opposed county option in Wisconsin,*’
The Republican party did not mention the
isste i ils prrogram andd 10 the Demaocratic
journals this was the significant difference be-
tween the two platforms. each of which they
labweled progressive*”

Republivan papers could not point to anv
anti-county option plank in their pariy’s plat-
form. but they were quick to deny that a par-
ticular progressive Republican candidate whom
they supported was & prohibitionizsl, Germania,
for example. made certain ils readers knew
progressive Henry Fu Cochems was “right”™ on
the drink question. When Vietor Berger. editor
of Verwdrts! and. in 1910, apponent of
Cochems in the Fifth Congressional District,
charged that his progressive Republican rival
had aided Indiana prohibitionists in 1907, the
Repubilivan Germanta defended Corhems and
informed its readers that on checking the facts
it had found that the Social-Democrat’s claim
was not true,"”

In 1912, when Wilson received the Demo-
cratic presidential nomination. the German.
language Demovratio papers aceepted the
choice of their party and insisted that Wilson
wias “right on prohibition and immigration.”
Thl'}‘ 1now i‘*lr]l‘ﬂl“'lﬁ] O8] Iit‘lil'\'l.‘ !15“' “'h"ﬂ l‘"
said that he was not a prohibitionist. and that
he favored the exclusion of only such immi-
grants as had heen induced o migrate by
agents of Sll':ll‘l‘l.-'-hil\ COMpHnIes and  other
husiness orcanizations. Wilson, they declared.

“Nativnal Demokear, .-\uuLl-\I 31 and Nin ember B3
1910: Herald and Volksfrennd, September 3. October
15 and 26, and Nuvember 5, 1910 Lo Crosse Vaolks.
freund,  August 24 19102 Wisconsin  Botschajrer,
August 3. Octebsr 50 and November 20 1910

“Herold und Vollsfrewnd, Octaber 26 and Novenm-
ler 25, 1910 Nationa! Demrkeat, October 26, 1910

“Milwanbee Germanin Abeadposr, November 1,

1910,
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stood for the humane treatment of newcomers,
for broadeasting 1o immigrants correct in-
formation when they landed. for protecting
the new arrivals Trom [raud. and for helping
them fulfill their expectations in coming to the
United States,*!

The Republican Germania actually agreed
with Wilson's position on immigration as stated
by him during the election campaign. This,
however. was an election. Hence, while Demao-
eratic papers accepted the campaign statements
at face value, the Republican editor of Ger-
mania joined Forwdarts! in digging up instead
the passages on immigrants in the History of
the American People of many vears hefore o
condemn the Democratic candidate. The
foreign-born citizens. too. Germanin claimed,
remembered the remarks Wilon had made.
Thev doubted that he was a friend of immi-
gration and immigrants*

Cermania and the Republican Nordstern
took the Democratic papers to task for defend-
ing Wilson’s views on prohibition. The Demo-
cratic journals at this time maintained that
Corman-Americans actually agreed with Wil
son. The drink question was a sovial and moral
issue rather than a political one. they asserted,
and it was up to each community to decide
whether or not it was wet or dev,'™ The Re-
publican papers dicagreed. ln the first place,
they said, Wilson's statements were campaign
aratory and could not be trosted. ™ Second.
and more important. German-Americans were
not in faver of local option.

“Is it not enough that we have Lo fght pro-

hibition vear ino and vear out in the states,

that we should elect a president who i= in

sympathy with prohibition 2"

[n 1912 party regularity prevented most of
the German-American editors from commit-
ting political apostasy in the interests of pro-
aressivism. Although the journals had agreed
with much of La Follette’s progressivism in
1910 they denied him support when he sougzht

“Link, Wilson, 404 Herold and Volksirennd, Qe
twher 5 1912; Vational Demokene, Ocrobwr 16, 1912

“Milwaukee Germanin Abendpost, luly 31, 1912,

“rhid., Ocroher 11, 1912 Varwares!. Octoler 26,
1912

CHerald and Volksfresnd, August 24,
(ross Vodlsfropnd, September 18, 1912,

*Milwauhee Germania Ahendpost September
1912: Nordstern, Septembes 7, 192

"fhid.
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the presidency. La Follette could not gain the
endarsement of the Democratic papers simply
becanse he was a Republican, and he conld
nol. in 1912, keep the support of the impor.
tant Republican ermarnia, Then La Folletie,
who had been “right” on German-American
issues, not only espoused women's suffrage and
judicial recall, but openly challenged President
Talt for the presidential nomination of the
Republican party.

Two years before, at a time when he was
out of favor with the Talt administration. La
‘ollette had sought re-clection to the United
States Senate. Since he <tood on a progressive
platform that rebuked much of Taft's legisla-
tion and policies, hiz nomination in the Re-
publican party had led to a rump Republican
convention held by his opponents who con-
sidered themselves the state’s Administration
men.” With the exception of the Nordstern,
the German-language papers in the state had
endorsed with reservations La Follette's views
on state and national issues, The Democratic
journals had expressed opinions and had head-
lined a number of their slories in a manner
indicating that they were close 1o, if not in
agreement with, many of La Follette's ideas.™
Vorwdris! occasionally had also spoken kindly
of La Follette and his program.** Milwaukee's
Germania had endorsed La Follette although
it did not like those planks in his platform that
it considered too extreme in their ideclogical
formulation and too intenze in their insur-
gency. The paper did not care for the rebuke
of Taft and such planks as initiative. referen-
dum, and recall®® Some of the planks were
sheer “phantasy [phantastische Schwaer-
merei].”™ Yet the daily had tried, in 1910,
to dissociate La Follette from those whom it
labeled “zealots™ by insisting that after La
Follette had incorporated all his more moder-
ate principles into the platform the “zealots”
had used the document a= a sounding board
for their emotions,” Furthermore, Germania’s

"Wisconsin State Jowrnal, June 10, 1910; Mowry,
Roosevelz, 111,

“"Herold und Volksfreund, September 10, 1910
National Demokrat, September 10, and October 19,
1910,

“Varwirts !, October 9, 1910,

n‘l:fifwnuﬂ'er Germania Abendpost, September 29,
1910,

167

! GERMAN-AMERICAN PRESS

support of outstanding insurgents in other
parts of the country, its demand for a down-
ward revigion of the Payne-Aldrich tariff, i<
endorsement of much of the platform, and the
complimentary tone with which it usually re-
ferred o La Follette and those who cam-
paigned for him, showed that in 1910 the
paper was much closer to La Follette than to
the standpatters,™

By January, 1911, after the National Pro-
gressive Republican League had been formed,
it was plain that Germenie was leaving La
Follette, The paper did not like the League
because it feared the organization hoped to
capture control of the Republican party.”” The
Republican daily admitted that the organiza-
tion included some “honest reformers™ but
also found that the “mixed company™ making
up the League included prohibitionists like
Williamn R. Stubbs and Chase Oshborn, wild-
eyed reformers like Jonathan Bourne, Jr., and
men like Gifford Pinchot. who sought only tn
revenge themselves upon the Administration.™
The paper realized La Follette was one of the
logical candidates whom the organization
would propose as the Republican nominee for
the presidency. Germania therefore made haste
to warn the Senator 10 dissociate himself from
the “zealots™ if he did not want to alienate the
“liberal minded public.”™ When La Follette
declared himsell a candidate for the nomina-
tion and worked with “ultra-radicals”™ he Jost
the support of the daily.

To Germania “zealols™ were primarily pro-
hibitionists and other reform extremists, Lhr-
ing most of Taft's administration La Follette
was not a “zealol.” The paper assumed that,
although the President and La Follette were
political opponents. the party was big enough
to hold hoth men as long as they did not
compete for the same political office. Thus
Germania could endorse the Senator while sup-
porting the President. When, in January,
1912, La Follette officially declared himsell and
opened the campaign for his own presidential
nomination, Germania joined with Nordstern
in opposition to the bid, against his own
party’s president, of the Wisconsin Senator,

“Ibid., May 31, June 4 and 5, and July 1, 1600,
Angust 2. 17, and 31, September 14, 21, and 22, 1910,

“Ibid., January 25, 1911.

“Ibid.

FIbid., January 23, 1912,
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WISCONSIN MAGAZINE OF HISTORY
While Germania would have supported Taft
no matter what La Follete's early campaign
program might have been the daily made
clear to its readers o January of 1912 that
it would oo banger poalong with “Baule
Bob™s™ Kind of progressivism. In the edito-
rial entitled “Up to Here and No Further”
Germania took the Senator to task:
“In the belief that he was an honest reformer
[the citizens of Wisconsin | haye made great
coneessions to La Follette, and have ac.
cepted some things to which they were really
opposed. When, however, La Follette advo-
cates women's suffrage and the vecall of
judges, Wisconsin j]ul-i]il‘ apinion decisively
says: Up to here and no further,™"
Wiscansin's German-American press also
opposed Theodore Roosevelt when he made his
second bid for the presidency. Both before and
after the Progressive party nominated him the
press charged Roosevelt with insinceritv. The
papers had not supported La Follette's candi.
dacy, but they knew that La Follette and not
Roosevelt l't'pl’t‘!‘-l‘l'lll‘.t[ 1hr)rul.l[.(_|1guin;:_ progres-
sivism within the Republican partv.”t Roose-
velt eould not really consider himself any more
progressive than the President, for Tafi, with
less “noise,” had carried out Roosevelt's
policies. Roosevell had always been a com-
promiser. Progressivism was simply Roose-
velt's latest line with which he hoped 1o capture
the presidency.”™
The press did not trust Reosevelt's “Caonfes.
sion of Faith™ or his platform. Fisconsin
Botschafter. o Democralic paper. noted  that
the platform made rosy pramizes 1o every-
one Germania, a Taft paper. ridiculed
Roosevelt's claim that he was highting in the
interests of and for the people.™ Vorwdrts!.
supporting Fugene V. Debs, insisted that
Rouseveltl, presenting himself as the savior of
industrial America, was exploiting a reform
drift for personal gain®™ Even Nordstern.
which by early April. 1912, had endorsed

“Ihid.

“Forwires!. March 9, 1912; Fisconsin Botschafter,
February 14, 1912; Nativnol Demokrat, February 27,
1912; Mifwenbee Germunin Abendpost, Februnry 23
and June 25, 1912,

Waorwares!, Mareh 9, 1912 W iseoansin Bowschafeer,
Fl;‘i:i;usr]" 14, 1912: Natonal Demakros, February 27,
1912,

“Wisconsin Borschajter, Auges1 9, 1912,

“Milwaukes Cermanin Abendpast, August 6, 1012,

“Varwarts!, June 22, 1912,
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Roosevelt [or the presidency. did not take
Roosevel's statements at their face value
IT their newspapers are any eriterion Koose-
velt's Progressive views clearly did not receive
the endorsement of most German-Americans
of Wisronsin.

To spokesmen  interested in perpetuating
German-Americanism an increase in the power
of the majority. insurgency. and party holting
was too high a priee 1o pay for the progres
sivism of a Roosevelt or a La Follette.
vonsin's German-American press distinguished
hetween the economic and political reforms
espoused by progressives. For the press these
two kinds of reform were nol two sides of the
progressive coin. The editors aceepted and
endorsed conservation measures, a downward
revision of the tariff. anti-trust legislation,
welfare legislation on behall of the working-
men, and other proposals that weuld have the
state participate more effectivelv o the in-
dustrial life of the nation. They at hest only
acquiesed in the imtatve, referendum, and
recall. and  rejected  outright the  recall of

i
Is-

judges and women's suffrage. Economic re-
forms. they felt. did nat in any way threaten
their German-American  interests. Politiceal
reforms did pose such a threat

In the vears from 1909 to 1912 Wisconsin's
German-American newspapers did not commil
themselyves (o progressivism, Their approval of
cerlain aspects of progressivism, their support
of some progressives or their opposition Lo
others had little 10 do with progressivism. The
reasons for their endorsement of the econemic
reforms were rooted in the programs of Bis-
marckian Germany. The reazons for their ae-
veptance or rejection of political candidates
were rooted inoan allegiance to a political
party and in & German-American identity,

Wisconsin's German-American press reflect.
ed the complexity of ingredients constituting
German-Americanism when the progressives
made their bid for national power, This come
plexity casses a fundamental question about
the nature of the support arcorded the progres-
sivez at that time: here was one proup that
made ils political decisions in terms ol its own
identity, How many other sroups supported or
apposed  progressives on their own terms in-
stead of on those espoused by progressives?

“Nordstern, September 135, 1912,
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