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Employing those not expected to work: The 
stunning changes in the employment of single 

mothers and people with disabilities in the United 
States in the 1990s 

 

Richard V. Burkhauser and David C. Stapleton 

 

This report compares the dramatic changes in the level of government benefits 

provided to single mothers and people with disabilities, especially in the 1990s. 

While welfare reforms and economic growth during the 1990s led to a 

dramatic increase in the employment of single women with children, the 

employment rate of individuals with disabilities dramatically declined, and 

continued to decline, in spite of peak periods of economic growth over the 

business cycle. 
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