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SUMMARY

Key Issues for Performing Sustainable Tourism

Shin—Kyum Kang, Yeong—Kook Choi, Sung—Jin Kim, Yang—Soo Yoon

Key Issues for Sustainable Tourism

With sustainable development establishing itself as a global trend,
sustainable tourism has also been gaining attention these days. In Korea,
ecotourism and green tourism have recently attracted significant
attention as two of the main kinds of sustainable tourism. These two
sectors continue to see market expansion despite the fact that they are
still in their initial stages. Moreover, the Ministry of Environment,
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, and the Ministry of Government
Administration and Home Affairs have been actively pursuing related

policies for their development.

Despite growing interests, however, there are too few cases of
sustainable tourism in Korea that can be differentiated from existing

tourism developments. There are even criticisms that sustainable tourism
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is actually damaging the environment, and not effectively linked to the

growth of regional economies.

Chapter 1 Introduction

Korea’s central and local governments have been promoting the
sustainable development of Korea’s tourism industry, yet it has been
found that their policies are similar to already-existing strategies or
processes for tourism development. This hinders the government’s target
to achieve sustainable development of Korea’'s tourism industry, not to

say successful cases.

This research aims to explore ways to vitalize sustainable
development of Korea’s tourism industry, focusing on ecotourism and
green tourism. It analyzes current systems and policies of the nation’s
sustainable tourism industry, related issues, and developmental cases
that have been achieved so far. Suggestions of various government tasks
for a successful development of sustainable tourism will also be posed.
The method of research covers use of literature, empirical data, and

interviews.

Chapter 2 Concept of Sustainable Tourism

The importance of protecting or preserving the environment has
been consistently raised in the global tourism industry since the
beginning of 1960. Yet, efforts for environmentally sustainable tourism
did not actually start until the WTO and WYYC adopted Agenda 21
for the Travel & Tourism Industry in 1996.

Sustainable tourism refers to a "development that meets the needs
of the present without compromising the ability of future generations

to meet their own needs including tourism." Sustainable tourism brings
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social equity, economic efficiency and environmental conservation into
harmony. This research sets these three factors as preconditions for

successful development of sustainable tourism.

Sustainable tourism includes various types of tourism, with
ecotourism and green tourism being the two representative types. The
purpose of ecotourism is to understand environment and culture;
therefore, development focuses on conserving the environment and
benefiting local areas and their inhabitants. The development of green
tourism, on the other hand, focuses on attracting people living in the
cities to rural areas, forests and seaside villages where they enjoy their

leisure time and various unique experiences that these places provide.

Chapter 3 Current State of Sustainable Tourism and Problems

This research analyzes laws and systems related to ecotourism and
green tourism, as well as the current state of these businesses. It attempts
to deduce possible problems. Currently, the Ministry of Culture and
Tourism, Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Maritime Affairs and
Fisheries, Korea Forest Service, and Rural Development Administration
promote various related policies for sustainable tourism. But these
governmental policies lack concrete initiatives in terms of a detailed

business roadmap or well-organized system.
Chapter 4 Cases of Sustainable Tourism Developments

This chapter analyzes several cases of sustainable tourism found in
Korea and draws out some problems facing the current state of
sustainable development. Togomi Village of Hwacheon (located in
Gangwon Province) was selected as an area for green tourism analysis,

and the Migratory Birds Ecotourist Area in Cheorwon Plain was chosen
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for ecotourism.

The Migratory Birds Ecotourist Area was developed for the purpose
of creating a bird watching tour. The Cheorwon area was selected as
an ecotourist area where cranes including white-naped cranes inhabit.
Meanwhile, Togomi Village in Hwacheon is a representative case of
green tourism; it was a typical agricultural village seen in Korea as a
place without any special scenery, or resources. But now, more than a
million people visit the site every year for the agricultural experience

and products.

Yet it has been found that the current sustainable tourism
development lacks sufficient contents for planning, management, profit
creation and distribution, environmental explanation and educational
programs. Other problems were included low participation of
inhabitants, issues surrounding the use of regional resources and their
conservation, low cooperation between all interested parties, and poor

linkage to regional societies.
5. Preconditions for a Successful Sustainable Tourism

This chapter analyzes current laws, systems, policies and
development cases of sustainable tourism, based on the three principles
of sustainable tourism development, which are economical continuity,
environmental continuity, and socio-cultural continuity. We were able
to draw out several preconditions for a successful sustainable tourism

based on this analysis.

According to the analysis, government tasks for a successful
promotion of sustainable tourism can be summarized as following. First,
development methods should be changed to take local society and

software-oriented developments into greater consideration. Second, it
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needs to ensure that there are continuous demands for sustainable
tourism, and a reasonable profit model needs to be created. Third,
financial resources should be obtained and efficiently executed. Fourth,
parties promoting the development should be more systemically
organized, leader cultivation should be promoted, and a stronger
participation of inhabitants and cooperation among parties needs to be
realized. Finally, the use and management of environmentally friendly

resources are also necessary.

More detailed and necessary changes to development methods
include the need to direct greater development needs towards regional
communities, greater participation from the regional population, and
software-oriented updates. As for detailed plans to create a reasonable
profit model, a continuous demand for ecotourism and green tourism
needs to be ensured, new sources for profit should be sought out, and

profit models should be developed.

In order to secure resources and build an efficient system for their
execution, diversification of resources and improvement of business
operation system need to be promoted. To form a systemized
organization and induce cooperation, a system linking inhabitants should
be made, leaders should be cultivated, participation of inhabitants and
expansion of their role should be strengthened, and cooperation among
those interested parties should also be promoted. To use environmentally
friendly resources, sustainable development and management systems
should be created, and areas for ecotourism and green tourism need to

be searched.
Conclusion

Although the government has been promoting regional growth

through tourism development, simply focusing on existing tourist areas
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is a limited strategy at best. Thus, it is introducing sustainable tourism
as an alternative. Nevertheless, it is difficult for the government to
achieve a target of sustainable tourism only referring to the existing laws,

systems, policies, and development methods in place.

For a successful development of sustainable tourism, efforts are
needed to nurture development methods, promotion systems, and the
skills of those executing such programs. The use of resources should
also be kept within a sustainable level allowed by the environment. This
means that a development strategy, centering on regional inhabitants,
industries, and resources needs to be sought. Such promotion will
depend on successfully researching and creating a new development
model, and studying ways to induce the participation of regional

residents.
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