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SUMMARY

Design Control Guidelines for Urban Landscape Improvement

Jung-Chuel Shin, Ji-Hoon Shin

In general, the urban landscape represents the image of the city and
quality of urban life. There are many visual elements in urban landscape,
while urban landscape also includes citizen’s usual life style.

Recently, visual problems of 5 new towns around the metropolitan
area are due to a high-rise and high-density urban development plan,
and there are many executive endeavor for urban landscape
improvement by local government. However, since the radical limitation
of landscape improvement policy, so it is necessary that determine the
standard of better visual landscape quality.

The objectives of this study are 1) to examine the plan about visual
landscape plan and visual landscape management of local government,
2) to investigate problems of visual landscape in 5 new towns around
the metropolitan area, and 3) to suggest indicators of visual landscape

management for new urban development
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This study consists of the following six chapters. Chapter 1
described a research outline such as background, purpose, scope and
methodology of this study. In Chapter 2, literature review of preceding
theory about landscape and visual landscape plan or landscape
management plan of local governments. This study pointed out that
overall goals of landscape plan and guidelines of landscape management.

The case study of 5 new towns around the metropolitan area carried
out, in Chapter 3, and the problems of landscape were detected as
follows; 1) monotonous skylines, 2) screened and feeling pressure by
huge buildings, and 3) street-advertizement sign, etc.

The questionnaire of 5 new towns around the metropolitan area with
attitude toward urban landscape quality was carried out in Chapter 4.
Current image of 5 new town is "City of Commerce", and overall
perceived preferences and cognitions are positive. In addition many
problems of urban landscape were also investigated, i.e., monotonous
skylines in residential area, destroying green zone by buildings, screened
by buildings, feeling pressure caused by high-rised building, etc. In
residential area, the problems of landscape were high density of
buildings, screened by buildings, etc., and in commercial area, the
problems of landscape were feeling pressure caused by high-rised
building, street-advertising sign, etc. People preferred less than 15 storied
building to high-rised buildings in residential area, and 12 storied
building in commercial area. It is also investigated that "City of Pastoral"
is pursuing consistently as the image of the 5 new towns.

In Chapter 5, with comprehensive consideration through review of
preceding visual landscape plan, case study and questionnaire in 5 new
towns, the management against scale of building is adopted for major
objectives of visual landscape management. So the management against
scale of building is adopted for major objectives of visual landscape

management; 1) enhancing variable skylines, 2) mitigating being screened
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by buildings, 3) reducing feeling pressure caused by buildings. To
enhance variable skylines, two types of urban skyline features are
selected as indicators, i.e., horizontal skylines composed of a set of
individual buildings with same average height, and curvilinear skylines
composed of a set of buildings with various heights. To mitigate being
screened by buildings, the degree of openness by buildings and the
arrangement angle of buildings are selected as the indicators. The area
of building elevation and sky exposure plane control based on boundary
of adjacent road are selected to reduce feeling pressure caused by
buildings.

Tasks for improvement for urban visual landscape quality were
delineate in Chapter 6. To ensure effective visual landscape
management, basic tasks may be suggested as follows; 1) enduring
executive endeavor by local government and citizen's agreement to
maintain urban visual landscape quality, 2) legislation for urban visual
landscape management or enhancement of design review for buildings,
3) inducing citizen’s to improve visual landscape improvement program.

The indicators for urban visual landscape management should have
reasonable basis, so repeated studies in this line could refine the urban
visual landscape management and eventually contribute to the

improvement of urban visual landscape.
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