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Distribution of Lethrus apterus (Laxmann, 1770)
in Hungary (Coleoptera: Geotrupidae)

TiBorR KovAcs, OTTO MERKL & RiTA RAcz

ABSTRACT: A survey of the records of Lethrus apterus (Laxmann, 1770) in Hungary is given. The localities
(before and after 1985) are provided in two maps.

Introduction

The genus Lethrus Scopoli, 1777, with more than 120 flightless species distributed from east-
ern Austria to Mongolia and the Chinese province Ninxia, includes 15 species in the Western
Palaearctic, four of them were described in 2013 (KRAL & HILLERT 2013, KRAL et al. 2013).
In Hungary, only Lethrus apterus (Laxmann, 1770), the westernmost and northernmost
species occurs, which is distributed from Burgenland (Austria), Moravia (Czech Republic)
and Serbia in the west to the Don river basin in the east (see Figure 6 in KrRAL et al. 2013).

In the past Lethrus apterus (“nagyfejli csajko” in Hungarian) was common in Hungary,
but its habitats disappeared or fragmented as a consequence of being converted to agricul-
ture, conifer plantations and vineyards in the foothills and urbanisation (MERKL & ViIG 2009),
so it became legally protected in 2012 (ANONIM 2012). The other Western Palaearctic species
are in similar situation.

We considered it necessary to collect Hungarian locality data of this species in order to
be able to get a clear idea about the status of former and present populations. We are aware
that absence of new records in and old locality does not mean that the species disappeared —
it may be the result of the lack of recent studies. One of the aims of this paper is to raise inter-
est in this beetle so that the Hungarian distribution can be refined.

Material and methods

At first literature data are summarised, then data of the specimens deposited in the Hungarian Natural History
Museum (Budapest) are listed, followed by the unpublished records of other collections and observations mainly
from the last 30 years. The distribution in Hungary is depicted in two maps: one with the data prior to 1985 (Fig. 1),
the other with records after 1985 (Fig. 2).

Abbreviations: BCs = Csaba Bartha, BS = Sandor Bérces, CsP = Péter Csaky, CsSz = Szabolcs Csernak, HG = Gabor
Hegyessy, HK = Krisztian Harmos, JK = Karoly Janata, KCs = Csaba Kutasi, KT = Tibor Kovacs, MG = Gabor
Magos, MZs = Zsofia Mocskonyi, NA = Adrian Novak, SzP = Péter Szentgyorgyi, SzV = Valentin Szénasi, UL =
Laszlo Urbéan; + = dead specimen, tcs = pitfall trap; ANP = Aggtelek National Park Directorate, BTM = (Bakony
Natural History Museum of the Hungarian Natural History Museum, Zirc), DEAK = University of Debrecen, Centre
for Agricultural Sciences, Department of Conservational Zoology and Game Management (Debrecen), DINPI =
Duna-Ipoly National Park Directorate; HNHM = Hungarian Natural History Museum (Budapest), KFM = Kazinczy
Ferenc Museum (Satoraljatijhely), MM = Matra Museum of the Hungarian Natural History Museum (Gyongyds).
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Results

Literature data — ADAM (1987): Kalocsa. — ADAM (1996): FelsStarkany: Hereg-rét; Nagyvisny6. — ADAM (2003):
Dévavanya: Kéthalom. — AbAM & HEGYEsSY (1998): Garadna; Hejce; Sarospatak. — BIRO (1883): Séarospatak;
Satoraljaujhely; Tokaj. — Csikl (1906): Szeged, Szegvar. — ENDRODI (1957): [Magyar- vagy Nagy]banhegyes;
Budapest; Cserhatszentivan; [Pilis]csév; Debrecen; Eger; Esztergom; Galgamacsa; Gyodr; Isaszeg; Kalocsa;
Kaposvar; Keszthely; [Dévavanya:] Kéthalom; [Kemence:] Kiralyhaza; Kdészegi-hegység; Legénd; Lengyel;
[Mosonmagyar6var:] Magyarovar; [Godollé:] Mariabesnyd; Mezdcsat; Nogradveréee; [Balaton]6szod; Pécel,
Pécs; Piliscsaba; Plilismarét; Pilisszentkereszt; [Hidegkut:] Recsek[-hegy], Sarospatak; Sarszentmihaly;
Satoraljaujhely; Simontornya; Siofok; Solymar; Szar; Szeged; Szegvar; Székesfehérvar; Szokolya; Tihany; Tokaj;
[Nagymaros:] Torokmez3; Vac; Veszprém,; [Salgotarjan:] Zagyvapalfalva; Zemplén county [without closer locali-
ty]. — ENDRODI (1979): [Kemence:] Kiralyhaza; Nogradverdce; Szokolya; [Nagymaros:] Torokmezd, Zebegény. —
ENYEDI & ADAM (2009): Batonyterenye: Kisterenye, Var-hegy; [Budapest:] Békasmegyer; [Budapest:] Cstcs-hegy;
Budakalasz; Budakalasz: Nagy-Kevély; Budadrs: Budadrsi-hegy; Budapest; Biikkszentmarton; Eger: Mész-hegy;
Fels6tarkany: Hereg-rét; Kistarcsa; Mikofalva; Nagykovacsi; Nagykovacsi: Zsiros-hegy; Nagyvisnyo; Pétervasara;
Pilisszentkereszt; Rétsag; Sajomercse: Kortvélyes; Szécsény; Zebegény. — ENYEDI & VARGA (2006): Debrecen. —
KAUFMANN (1914): Mecsek Mts [without closer locality]. — KovAcs (2013): Biikkzsére: Zsellérek-kenderfold. —
KovAcs et al. (2010): Doroghaza: Hegyes-fold; Szurdokpiispoki: Horka. — KovAcs et al. (2012): Doroghéza:
Hegyes-fold. — Kutny (1897): [Magyar- or Nagy]banhegyes; Budapest; Debrecen; Kalocsa; Keszthely; Pécel; Pécs;
Sarospatak; Satoraljaujhely; Szeged; Tokaj; Veszprém. — MERKL (2008): [Nagykovacsi]: Nagy-Szénas. — MERKL
(2010): Vac: Naszaly; Vac: Naszaly, Also-kat-volgy. — MERKL et al. (2014): Battonya: hatardomb [= border hill];
Dombegyhaz: Trianoni-halom [= Trianon Hill]. — NADAI & MERKL (1999): Trizs: Vermek-oldal. — ROzZNER (1984):
Asz6f6; Balatonszepezd; Berhida; [Veszprém:] Gyulafiratot; Marko: Menyekepuszta, Nagyvazsony: Kab-hegy;
Tagyon: Sz6l6hegy; Tihany; Ugod: Didspuszta; Ugod: Gerencepuszta; Veszprém: Csatar-hegy; Veszprém: Jutas-
erdd; [Veszprém:] Séd-volgy; Veszprém: Tekeres-volgy. — ROzNER (2001): Somogy county [without closer locality].
— TowNsON (1797): Dunabogdany. — VANGEL 1906: Budapest; Csurgd; G6dollé; Hernadkércs; Sopron; Visegrad. —
WaLIczky (1991): [Nagykovacsi:] Kutya-hegy.

HNHM collection — Bataapati: loess wall, singled, 27.05.2010, 1, A. Grabant, Z. Gyorgy, O. Merkl, Gy. Sz&l. —
Berhida, 05.1955, 1, Lenci. — Biatorbagy: orchard, singled, 24.04.2010, 2, A. Kotan. — Budakeszi: Harsbokor-hegy,
350 m, loessy forest edge, singled, 06.06.1987, 6, O. Merkl. — Budadrs, 28.05.1937, 1, 1. Kovacs.; K6-hegy,
03.05.1983, 1, K. Deli; Odvas-hegy, 250 m, Festuco-Agropyretum intermedii, from loessy soil, 03.04.1976, 8, L.
Adém; 10.04.1976, 4, L. Adam; Odvas-hegy, 300 m, disturbed loessy grassland, singled, 27.04.1985, 1, O. Merkl,
airport, 04.04.1960, 1, Gy. Holéczy. — Budapest: Adyliget, 21.04.1963, 2, E. Kismarjai; Békasmegyer, 17.05.1982,
1, G. Récz; Csillag-hegy, 02.04.1934, 1, Székessy; Gugger-hegy, 26.04.1931, 1, Csiki; 24.04.1932, 1, Csiki;
Harmashatar-hegy, 02.04.1934, 1, Székessy; Hars-hegy, 16.05.1956, 1, D. Révy; 10.05.1923, 1, R. Streda; Hlivos-
volgy, 05.1935, 1, V. Stiller; Janos-hegy, 08.05.1898, 1, F. Ehmann; Kecske-hegy, 04.06.1931, 1, Csiki; 09.04.1933,
1, Csiki; 08.04.1934, 1, Csiki; 16.04.1936, 1, Csiki; Kecske-hegy, Quercus pubescens scrub, singled, 28.04.2002,
1, O. Merkl; Lato-hegy, 200 m, dry slope, singled, 15.05.1973, 1, O. Merkl; 27.03.1974, 1, O. Merkl; 03.04.1974,
1, O. Merkl; Makkosmaria, singled, 05.05.2004, 1, A. Grabant, Z. Gyorgy, O. Merkl, Gy. Sz¢l; Rozsadomb,
25.05.1922, 1, Csiki; Sas-hegy, 09.06.1922, 1, H. Diener; Svab-hegy, 26.03.1950, 1, D. Révy; Szép-volgy,
01.04.1934, 1, Csiki; 26.05.1941, 1, Csiki; 07.05.1951, 1, Csiki; Torokvész, 31.05.1931, 1, Csiki; 15.05.1941, 1,
Csiki; 02.05.1947, 1, Csiki; 09.05.1948, 1, Csiki; 12.05.1948, 1, Csiki; 10.04.1949, 1, Csiki; 01.05.1950, 1, Csiki;
Ujlaki-hegy, 02.05.1933, 1, Csiki; Vadaskert, 25.05.1950, 1, Csiki; 11.04.1971, 1, G. Szdcs; 13.05.1971, 1, G.
Szbcs; 16.05.1971, 1, G. Szbces. — Debrecen, 1, D. Kanabé. — [Dévavanya:] Kéthalom, 06.05.1949, 1, M. Moéczar.
— Eger, 1, Endrédi. — Esztergom, 09.05.1925, 1, Véghelyi; 10.05.1929, 1, J. Erdés. — Galgamacsa, 06.1931, 1,
Ujhelyi. — Garadna, 27.04.1955, 1, T. Wirth; forest, 17.05.1955, 1, T. Wirth; 28.05.1955, 1, T. Wirth; streamside,
22.04.1946, 1, T. Wirth. — [G6d6116:] Mariabesny6, 01.06.1913, 1, Guranyi. — Gyermely: Sikloerny6-hegy, 16sz-
gyep, egyelés, 27.04.2014, 1, O. Merkl. — Gyér, 07.1907, 1, Csete; 1, E. Bokor. — Hejce, 17.04.1946, 1, T. Wirth. —
[Hidegkut]: Recsek [hill], 24.04.1934, 1, Székessy. — Kalocsa, 14.05——, 1, Speiser. — Kaposvar, 26.04.1959, 1,
M. Nattan; 05.05.1959, 1, M. Nattan; 16.04.1961, 1, M. Nattan. — [Kemence:] Kiralyhaza, 04.1920, 1, Dudich. —
[Kerepes:] Szilasliget, 13.04.1991, 1, L. Kételes. — Kesztole: Kétagu-hegy, singled on road, 05.04.1992, 1, O.
Merkl; [Pilis]csév, Klastrompuszta, 05.06.1949, 1, G. Zsirko. — Labatlan: Ordog-arok, 400 m, loessy fallow, sin-
gled, 30.04.1984, 1, O. Merkl; Oreg-hegy, 250 m, disturbed loessy grassland, singled, 29.03.1984, 1, G. Merkl. —
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Leanyfalu, 21.04.1935, 1, Csiki. — Legénd, 15.04.1951, 1, Bundai; 04.05.1952, 1, Bundai. — Lengyel, 20.05.1936,
1, Ehik. — Letkés, 17.06.1995, 1, O. Merkl. — Mariahalom: 16szgyep, egyelés, 05.04.2014, 2, O. Merkl. —
[Maza]szaszvar: Mons Lispe, 26.06.1951, 1, Bene. — Mezdcsat, 10.04.1936, 1, Woynarovich. — [Mosonmagyar-
ovar:] Magyarovar, 15.05.1938, 1, Révy. — Nagyharsany: Szarsomlyo, 200 m, Festuco-Agropyretum intermedii,
from ground, 04.04.1985, 1, L. Adam; 21.04.1984, 2, L. Adam. — Nagykovacsi, 08.05.1996, 1; Julianna-major,
24.04.1934, 1, Kovacs; 19.04.1989, 1, G. Csorba; Kutya-hegy, 500 m, loessy slope, 02.04.1988, 6, O. Merkl; Nagy-
Szénas, plateau, singled from beneath stone, 12.05.1954, 1, Haimoriné-Kovacsné; Nagy-Szénas, 500 m, slope steppe
on dolomite, 21.05.1982, 1, O. Merkl; Nagy-szénas, singled, 07.05.1997, 1, O. Merkl. — Nogradverdce, 14.05.1951,
1, Endrédi; Fehér-hegy, singled in pit, 25.04.1953, 1, Endrédi. — Pécel, 1, Kuthy; Lato-hegy, loessy grassland, sin-
gled on road, 15.04.2006, 6, O. Merkl; Var-hegy, loessy grassland, singled, 20.03.2014, 2, O. Merkl. — Pécs, 1908,
1, Kaufmann. — Pilisborosjend, 06.05.1969, 1, Holéczy; Eziist-hegy, on road, 200-300 m., 12.05.1954, 1, Hamoriné-
Kovacsné; Eziist-hegy, 350 m, disturbed loessy grassland, singled, 04.04.1985, 1, O. Merkl; Nagy-Kevély,
07.06.1980, 1, G. Racz; Nagy-Kevély, plateau and saddle, singled, 12.05.1954, 1, Hamoriné-Kovacsné. —
Piliscsaba, 1, S. Endrédi. — Pilisszanto, 07.04.1957, 1, Székessy; Hosszu-hegy, 04.04.1989, 1, J. Papp; 08.04.1989,
1, J. Papp; 16.04.1989, 1, J. Papp; 20.05.1989, 3, J. Papp; singled, 11.04.1991, 1, O. Merkl; Hosszt-hegy, 2115
hrsz., 01.05.1991, 2, J. Papp; 05.05.1991, 2, J. Papp; 16.04.1994, 1, J. Papp. — Pilisszentkereszt, 1, O. Mihok; Pilis
hegy alatti foldek, 450 m, Festuco-Agropyretum intermedii, from loessy soil, 10.04.1983, 4, L. Ad4m. — Pomaz:
Majdan-fennsik, 03.05.1982, 1, 1. Cseh; 19.04.1984, 1, 1. Cseh. — Sajokapolna, 26.04.1965, 1, G. Molnar. —
[Salgotarjan:] Zagyvapalfalva, 09-19.06.1944, 1, Sods. — Sarospatak, 10.05.1958, 1, T. Wirth. — Sarszentmihaly:
Zichy-park, 11.06.1925, 1, Csiki. — Simontornya, 17.05.1924, 1, F. Pillich. — Siéfok, 1, Lichtneckert. — Solymar,
09.04.1934, 1, Kovacs; Fels6-patak-hegy, 22.04.2012, 2, O. Merkl. — Szar, 31.05.1903, 1, Ehmann. — Szanda: aban-
doned orchard, singled, 13.06.2001, 1, O. Merkl. — Székesfehérvar, 1, Lichtneckert. — Szokolya, 25.05.1949, 1,
Gaal. — Tahitotfalu: Quercetum petraeae-cerris, 300m, cutting, singled, 11.05.1986, 1, O. Merkl. — Tard,
29.04.1957, 1, S. Téth. — Tarjan: Mély-volgy, 200 m, Cynodonto-Poetum angustifoliae, from ground, 13.05.1979,
1, L. Adam. — Tihany, 19.04.1934, 1, F. Mihalyi; 08.05.1934, 1, Székessy. — Tokod: Pincék, 200 m, disturbed loessy
grassland, singled, 22.04.1984, 1, O. Merkl. — Trizs: Vermek-oldal, Cynodonto-Festucetum pseudovinae, from pit,
19.06.1989, 1, O. Merkl. — Vac, 09.04.1934, 1, Székessy; Naszaly, 15.05.1963, 1, Sebestyén; Naszaly, Als6-kuat-
volgy, singled, 09.04.2007, 1, O. Merkl, T. Németh, N. Rahmé, J. Romsauer; Naszaly, loessy foothills, 23.04.2005,
3, 0. Merkl; singled, 14.04.2005, 3, O. Merkl. — Zamardi: Toreki-lap, singled on road, 05-10.05.1953, 1, Z. Kaszab.
— Zebegény, 01.05.1963, 1, L. Toth; Malom-vélgy, 200 m, from pit, 01.06.1978, 1, O. Merkl.

Other collections and observations — Balatonfiired: Tamas-hegy, 05.2014, tcs, Tamds Zoltan Szabo. —
Balatonkenese: Soo6s-hegy, loessy grassland, 03—26.04.2012, tcs, KCs (1, BTM); 26.04-20.05.2012, tcs, KCs (1,
BTM). — Batonyterenye: Cigany-volgy, 20.05.2007, hundreds of individuals, senior Tibor Kovacs-KT (1 +, MM);
03.04.2009, hundreds of individuals, KT-MG-UL; [Kisterenye:] Bakpéter, 30.03.2010, several ten individuals, KT
(2 +, MM); [Kisterenye:] Varhegy, 03.04.2009, hundreds of individuals, KT-MG-UL; Sz616-volgy, 15.04.2010, 1,
LI; [Szapatak:] Meszes-tetd, NW extension, 03.04.2009, several ten individuals, KT-MG-UL; [SzGpatak:] Sz616-
hegy, 03.04.2009, several ten individuals, KT-MG-UL (1 +, MM). — Bér: Oreg-hegy, 02.04.2002, several dozen indi-
viduals, HK. — Bercel: Mogyoroés, 15.07.2013, +, HK. — Berhida: Koldus-tag, loessy grassland, 19.04-28.05.2013,
tes, KCs (1, BTM). — Bodrogkeresztur: Szent Kereszt-tetd, 01.05.2002, Gabor Pelles (1, KFM). — Borsodnadasd:
Kortvolgy-tetd, 02.04.2014, several ten individuals, KT (1 +, MM). — Budakalasz: Barat-(Majdan)-patak-volgy,
27.05.2013, 1, Edit Debreczeni-BS-JK (DINPI). — Budapest, 01.04.1928, Schmitt (1, DEAK); 06.1938, Schmitt (1,
DEAK); Irhas-arok, 25.03.1924, Schmitt (1, DEAK); 04.04.1924, Schmitt (1, DEAK); Széchenyi-hegy,
31.03.2009, 2, NA (DINPI). — Budakeszi: Budakeszi-arok, 06.04.2009, 50, NA (DINPI). — Bujak: Csirke-hegy,
02.04.2002, a few individuals, HK; Tarisznyapart, 10.04.2004, a few individuals, HK; Zsellérfoldek, 10.04.2004, a
few individuals, HK. — Cserhathalap: Luzsok, 25.04.2012, several dozen individuals, HK; Ordog-oldal, 25.04.2012,
several hundred individuals, HK. — Csobanka: Csobéankai-nyereg, 09.03.2014, 1, MZs-BS (DINPI); Garancs, east-
ern side, 09.03.2014, 1, MZs-BS (DINPI); along the road to Macska Cave, 09.03.2014, 1, MZs-BS (DINPI);
Ziribar-hegy, 13.04.2013, 1, BS (DINPI). — Csokakd, Janos Tihanyi (1, BTM). — Debrecen, 06.1958, Z. Siroki (7,
DEAK); 19.04.1959, B. Kovacs (12, DEAK). — Ecseg: Parlag, 06.04.2007, several hundred, HK. — Eger,
03.04.1929, N. Vamos (1, DEAK); 11.04.1929, N. Vamos (1, DEAK); 04.06.1930, N. Vamos (1, DEAK); 12.05.1936,
N. Vamos (1, DEAK); Felnémet, Pasztor-volgy, 23.05.1995, Jozsef Nagy (1, MM). — Gomorsz6l6s: Zanko-hegy,
16.06.2003, Viktor Virok (1, KFM, ANP). — Herencsény: Gyiirki-hegy, 22.04.2006, about ten individuals, HK. —
Isaszeg: Szarkaberki-volgy, 03.05.2008, KCs. — Jasd: Zsidari-rét, 11-30.05.2011, tcs, Péter Kovacs (1, BTM). —
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Kazar: Cigany-hegy, 11.05.2011.05, 3, LI. — Kelemér: Buda-volgy, 05.04.2003, Tibor Farkas-HG (1, KFM, ANP).
— Kerepes: Husztina-erdd, 31.03.2014, 15-20, SzV (DINPI); Kiid6i-hegy, western side, 20.04.2007.04.20., 1, BS-
SzV (DINPI). — Kesztole: Sziklak alatti ddlé, 27.03.2012, 33, JK (DINPI). — Kishartyan: Nagy-Hosszak-d{l6,
07.05.2008, 1, LI-HK. — Kozard: Majorsagi-hegy, 15.04.2007, about ten individuals, HK; Pohanka, 20.04.2004, sev-
eral dozen individuals, HK; Rozsamaly, 15.04.2007, 2, HK. — Kurityan: Susa-tetd, 01.04.2010, Gabor Batori (ANP). —
Ludanyhalaszi: Burgyin-tetd, 30.04.2010, about 50 individuals, HK. — Matrasz616s: Kis-Rednek, 03.04.2005, sev-
eral dozen individuals, HK; Patakon tali diil6, 29.06.2012, +, HK; Zsak-fa, 05.05.2001, several dozen individuals,
HK. — Matraverebély: Akaszto-hegy, Csengerhdza, 03.04.2009, several ten individuals, KT-MG-UL (1 +, MM);
Akaszto-hegy, Szentkuti-patak volgy, 10.04.2014, hundreds of individuals, KT-MG-HK (1 + MM); Sz816-tetd,
30.03.2010, several ten individuals, KT (1 +, MM). — Nagybarkany: Csonka, 06.05.2003, 1 +, HK; Zso-volgyi-
foldek, 02.05.2012, 1, HK. — Nagykovacsi, 04.05.1992, KCs (1, BTM); 10.05.1993, KCs (1, BTM). —
Noégradmegyer: Kislapasd-dils, 07.05.2008, 2, LI-HK. — Nogradsipek: Sz616-hegy, 28.04.2013, hundreds of indi-
viduals, CsSz. — Nogradszakal: built-up area, D., (Madach ut), 11.05.2005, HG (1, KFM); Burgyin-diil6,
30.04.2010, 1, HK. — Ozd: Malom-verd-lapa, 17.04.2014, more than ten individuals, BCs; Pados, 17.04.2014, more
than ten individuals, BCs; Pincék-alja, 17.04.2014, more than ten individuals, BCs; Szentsimon, Hangony vélgye,
grazed hillside, pasture of sheep, 10.05.2005, HG (1, KFM); 08.06.2005, HG (1, KFM); Szil-tetd, 21.04.2014, more
than ten individuals, BCs; Temet6-bérc, 12.04.2014, more than ten individuals, BCs. — (3rbottyén, 04.05.2004, 1,
CsP (DINPI). — Paty: Also-hegy, 06.05.2013, 1, CsP, (DINPI). — Pécel: Var-hegy, 20.03.2014, 80-100, SzV (DINPI).
— Pilisszentkereszt: Pilis-tetd, 17.06.2010, 1, BS (DINPI). — Pomaz: Majdan-fennsik, 15.05.2013, 1, JK (DINPI). —
Rad: Cseke-hegy, 18.04.2007, 1, CsP (DINPI). — Rimdc: Sajgo, 19.04.2009, several dozen individuals, CsSz. —
Salgotarjan: Csokas, 01.05.2008, 1, LI; Zagyvai-tetd, 26.04.2008, 1, LI; Zagyvapalfalva, built-up area, 29.04.2011, 1,
LI. — Samsonhaza: Csilid-hegy, 10.04.2003, about ten individuals, HK. — Sirok: Nagy-rozsas, 02.04.2014, several
ten individuals, KT (1 +, MM). — Szentistvanbaksa: Boszorkany-diilg, 05.05.2006, HG-Sandor Hegyessy (1, KFM).
— Szuhaf6: Centu-hegy, 29.05.2008, Attila Drozd-Attila Huber (ANP); Pincék alja, 15.06.2010, SzP (ANP). — Tar:
Sztupa, 03.04.2009, several ten individuals, KT-MG-UL; 01.05.2011, several ten individuals, Rita Kovacs-KT (1 +, MM);
04.04.2013, several ten individuals, KT (1 +, MM); 15.03.2014, several ten individuals, KT (1 +, MM). — Terény:
Kaposztas-hegy, 22.04.2006, 2, HK. — Tinnye: Forban, 22.04.2009, 1, BS-Anikoé Zolei (DINPI). — Vac: Sejce,
27.04.2010, 1, CsP (DINPI); near 2/A highway, 10.05.2011, 1, BS-Eszter Mike (DINPI). — Vackisujfalu, 27.04.2010,
1, BS (DINPI); Kéri-erd6, 04.05.2004, 1, CsP (DINPI); Szélesek, 27.04.2010, 2, CsP (DINPI). — Varaszo: Ispan-
verd, 02.04.2014, several ten individuals, KT. — Veszprém: Csatar-hegy, 07.05.1978, Sipos-Wéninger (1, BTM);
Laté-hegy, 15.05.2004, Béla Kartal (1, BTM). — Vizslas: Bels6-Mogyoros, 26.04.2008, 1, LI. — Zabar: Zabar-volgy,
17.06.2014, several + individuals, one live female, KT. — Zadorfalva: Rakottyas-tet6, 05.06.2010, SzP (ANP).

Discussion

According to the maps of distribution the species has never had records form Jasz-Nagykun-
Szolnok and Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bereg counties. No data from the last 30 years are known
from the following eight counties: Bacs-Kiskun, Csongrad, Fejér, Gy6r-Moson-Sopron,
Hajdu-Bihar, Somogy, Vas, Zala.

The species was not found in the previous localities in western and south-western
Hungary, the Kisalfold (Little Alfold) and the Alf6ld (Great Hungarian Plain). However, it
was recorded very recently in two sites in Békés county: Battonya and Dombegyhaz (MERKL
et al. 2014). The confirmed localities became sparser also in the Dunantial Mountains
(Transdanubian Mountains) and the Dunanttl Hills (Transdanubian Hills).

Nowadays larger populations are found in the foothills of the Dunazug Mountains and
the North Hungarian Mountains. In the latter region, springtime controlled burning of the
grasslands may contribute to the survival of relatively strong populations. Unfortunately,
grazing livestock (mainly sheep), another factor maintaining the habitats of Lethrus apterus,
is in decline in the potential habitats of L. apterus.
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