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wet lands (-lanz). n. pl.

1. lands that-are somé\t'rmes or always covered by shallow
water or have saturated soils, and where plants adapted for
life in wet conditions usually grow.

2. vital link between land and water.
3. areas that are valuable to YOU!

Inland Marsh

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR - U.S. FISH AND wiLDLIFE SErvicE (I
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS q

Additional copies may be purchased from the North American Waterfowl
Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 20420. Management Plan

CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

11305166

ground photo by Mark Wilson



SN : i

%;,\;‘. Py
are important.
Disappearing Wetlands— k- ‘
Going, Going . . . i
4 Beauty
Since the early 1600s, we've lost ’
beUt hal,f, e wetlaan inthe § If kept clean, wetlands are beautiful,
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We're still losing wetlands at a rate €an vvater
of more than 1,000 acres a day to \ % i
o Wetlands help purify water, filtering

development of various kinds. 5
Wetlands are also threatened with . i o harmful chemicals, wastes, and - : i
pollution. Ia - sediments.. " 3 i %
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v Over one-third of our endangered
M species lives in or uses wetlands.

A : Fish and Wildlife
; Habitat

Like prime farmlands, marshes produce
abundant aquatic plant “crops,” a rich
bounty that supports an amazing array
of wildlife, from bald eagles to moose to
salamanders and striped bass.

Photo by Ralph ‘Tiner’
Ay i

4 B e \Y

.

Erosion Cohtrol

Plants growing awi}ong rivers, lakes, and shorelines
hold the soil, reducing loss from storm waves and
flooding..

' %F*loo,d,;Protection

" i 14”’ .
Wetlands temporarily hold flood waters, releasing
them slowly to reduce loss of life and property.
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9 Food Source

\,f‘@ysters, shrimp, bluefish, flounder...
a $10 billion yearly harvest that
needs coastal marshes, as do
valuable furbearers. '
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How Can 1 Help"

Identify and conserve wetlands in your backyard and community.

Become familiar with wetland laws and be a “wetland watchdog.”

Teach young people about wetlands.

Support local, State, and national conservation groups that protect wetlands.
Buy Federal and State Duck Stamps; they help buy and protect wetlands.
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. Enjoy wﬂdllfe observation, photography, fishing, hunting, . ' To order maps of wetlands in your neighborhood, call 1-800-USA-MAPS.
“crabbing, htkmg and boating. ~ ‘ ; {
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