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he incident prompting the landmark case Browder v.

Gayle took place on December 1, 1955, when Rosa

Parks, a black resident of Montgomery, Alabama,

challenged racial injustice. She defied city ordinances
and state laws by refusing to obey a bus driver’s order to move to
the back of a crowded city bus. Her arrest moved the blacks of
Montgomery to action. They founded the Montgomery Improve-
ment Association (MIA) and chose as its president a twenty-six-
year-old newcomer to Montgomery, the Reverend Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. (1929-1968).

An MIA attorney filed a complaint in federal court, on behalf
of Aurelia Browder and three other black women, to declare laws
requiring segregated seating on public transportation unconstitu-
i i e b e AR e tional and to bar their enforcement. A federal statute enacted
R R I L R after the Civil War gave federal courts jurisdiction to hear

gomery City Lines and our refusal to ridecity busses. We, therefore, set forth here

some of the many bitter experiences of our people, who have, at various times, besn Challenges tO the Constitutionality Of State laWS. The district

pushed around, embarrassed, threatened, intimidated and abused in a manner that Jo .

has caused the meskest to rise in resentment: ' court’s judgment, later affirmed by the Supreme Court, that the
statutes and ordinances at issue were unconstitutional was a
major victory in the early days of the movement for black civil
rights. And the MIA-organized boycott against Montgomery city
buses brought to public attention a man whose leadership was to

transform America, Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Unless credited otherwise, documents are from the National Archives,
Records of District Courts of the United States.
Swo Fares; i 13 i 3 b 39y 1o Cinerit o cihor ant s Same <1 et . 1. Martin Luther King, Jr. addressing a mass meeting at “Brick-a-Day” First Baptist Church
‘ : , during the bus boycott, 1956.
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2. Copy of police report, December 1, 1955, submitted as evidence, May 11, 1956.
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;::n e:: the bus. They have aisa colecte the et o bl iy 3. Copy of Rosa Parks’ fingerprint chart, December 1, 1955, submitted as evidence, May 11, 1956.
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6. “Defendant’s Exh. 2,5/11/56.” Notice in the Montgomery Advertiser-Alabama Journal, 1956.
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THE NEGRO MINISTERS
of Montgomery
and
Their Congregations

THE METHODIST MINISTERIAL ALLIANC
The Rev, J. W, Hayes, President

THE BAPTIST MINISTERS' CONFERENCE
The Rev. M. H. Hubbard, President
The Rev. R. D, Abernsthy, Secrotary

THE INTER-DENOMINATIONAL MINISTERIAL ALLIANCE
The Rev. L. Roy Bennott, Prasident
The Rev, J. C. Parker, Secretary

THE MONTGOMERY IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
Dr. M. L. King, Jr., President
The Rew. U, J, Fieldy, Secretary
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