


around livestock without causing damage or
causing only occasional damage. In other
instances, wolves may prey repeatedly on
livestock and cause significant, chronic
losses at individual operations. While only
1-2 percent of the estimated 8,500 farms in
the Minnesota wolf range have verified
depredations annually, some of these farms
will suffer substantial monetary loss in a
given year. From 1976 through 2004, the
number of farms suffering verified wolf
depredations ranged from 9 to 99 per year
(ave. = 68 during the past 5 years) out of
about 8,500. From 1977 through 2004 the
highest cattle losses claimed by farmers
were 0.83 per 1,000 available in 1998; the
highest sheep losses claimed were 13.87 per
1,000 available in 1990. Claims of losses
(especially of calves) sometimes include
missing animals. Livestock depredations
caused by coyotes (Canis latrans) are often
misidentified as wolf damage by farmers in
the wolf range. As a result, the view of
wolves as livestock predators has been
somewhat magnified.

In Minnesota, wolf depredation on
livestock is seasonal, with most losses
occurring between April and October, when
livestock are on summer pastures.
Livestock are confined to barnyards during
the winter months and therefore less
susceptible to predation. Wolves kill cattle,
sheep, poultry and other livestock as well as
domestic dogs. Cattle, especially calves, are
the most common livestock taken. Attacks
usually involve only one or two cattle per
event. Wolf depredation on sheep or poultry
often involves surplus killing.

STATE WOLF COMPENSATION
PROGRAM

In 1978, the Minnesota Legislature
established a compensation program to
reimburse livestock producers for damage
caused by wolves to livestock and poultry.
The compensation program, administered by
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the Minnesota Department of Agriculture,
has paid an average of $67,111 per year
during the past 5 years. Compensation
payments from 1978 through 2004 have
ranged from $14,444 to $88,097. For many
years the state compensation program
reimbursed livestock producers a maximum
of $400 per animal killed by wolves. In
2003, the program was changed to pay full
market value for livestock destroyed by
wolves. The state’s compensation program
does not pay for missing livestock allegedly
killed by wolves or for domestic dogs that
are killed by wolves. Documentation of
wolf-killed livestock and missing livestock
at wolf depredation sites are both
controversial issues associated with wolf
compensation programs. Wolves also attack
and kill or injure domestic dogs and the
affected dog owners have requested that the
state compensation program be revised to
include reimbursement for pets killed by
wolves.

WOLF DEPREDATION INVESTIGA-
TION AND CONTROL PROGRAM

Wolf depredation control programs
have been conducted in Minnesota by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (1975-1986)
and by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Wildlife Services (USDA-WS) program
(1986 to present). In 1978, Minnesota’s
wolves were reclassified from endangered to
threatened which allowed authorized federal
agents to lethally remove wolves that had
depredated on  livestock or  pets.
Verification of wolf damage is a
requirement before lethal control can be
initiated at damage sites. No preventive
wolf control is authorized in Minnesota at
the present time.

Livestock-producers or pet owners
who suspect that wolves have killed or
injured their animals are instructed to
contact their local Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources (MDNR) conservation











