
EDITORIAL 

WILHELM G. SOLHELM II 

EVEN THOUGH SOME of the papers in this issue were submitted over five years ago, they are 
not obsolete~a reflection on the speed with which much of Southeast Asian archaeo
logical results are published and East Asian archaeological results translated into English. 

Earlier in 1987, I received a suggestion from Stanley Starosta, with the Linguistics 
Department at the University of Hawaii, that I feel deserves presentation to a wider 
audience for possible discussion. I quote from him, in part: "I would like to put in a 
plug for regarding the non-Chinese languages and cultures of South China and Taiwan 
as 'Southeast Asian.' For Taiwan, we could standardize the term 'Formosan' for Aus
tronesian languages and cultures~or had this been done already?" I would agree with 
this. 

Meetings Lookingfor Papers 

The International Society for the Comparative Study of Civilizations invites papers for 
their Seventeenth Annual Meeting to be held 27--30 May 1988, at Hampton University, 
Hampton, Virginia, U.S.A. Among the themes anticipated are: Translation Across Civili
zations (e.g., Chinese into English), Comparative Perspectives on First Intercivilization 
Encounters. Abstracts and inquiries should be sent to Prof. Matthew Melko, 1988 ISCSC 
Program Chair, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Wright State University, 
Dayton, Ohio 45435, U.S.A. 

The Australian Rock Art Research Association will hold its First International Con
gress of Rock Art in Darwin, Northern Territory, 29 August to 2 September 1988. This 
Congress will include about six weeks of field trips to the superb rock art regions of 
northern Australia, and other events. All scholars and students working on any aspect of 
rock art are invited to propose papers or sessions. The application form for presenta
tions, registration forms, and other details can be obtained from AURA, P.O. Box 216, 
Caulfield South 3162, Victoria, Australia. 

C. H. R. von Koenigswald 

Ralph von Koenigswald was a good friend from his visits to the Philippines in the early 
19605 and later visits with him in the Netherlands and Germany. While his research in 
Indonesia is well known there is not much in print, of which I am aware, about his Philip
pine visits. He stayed with my wife and me in Manila at the time of the 8th Pacific Science 
Congress and the 4th Congress of the Far-Eastern Prehistory Association in Manila. Fol-
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lowing the Congresses Ralph visited the small island of Anda, at the northwestern end of 
Lingayan Gulf in Luzon, where he discovered both remains of Pleistocene mammals and 
tektites, in an area where previously a fossil elephant tooth had been found. He also visited 
and recovered a number of simple stone tools and more Pleistocene fossils from the 
Cagayan Valley in northern Luzon, from an area previously discovered by Larry Wilson. 
(For details see "Preliminary report on a newly-discovered Stone Age culture from 
Northern Luzon, Philippine Islands" by von Koenigswald, AP 2(2): 69-70, 1958.) 

Ralph's enthusiasm was contagious. When he got onto a subject dear to his heart
such as tektites, fossil coprolites, carved kris handles, Indonesian textiles with the tree of 
life motif, etc.-his eyes would sparkle and his excitement was like that of a child with a 
new discovery. It was always a joy to be with him, and with his beautiful wife Luitegarde. 
His obituary, by Jens Franzen, appears in this issue. 
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