
PREFACE

I T WAS in April 1969 that Dr. Kenneth P. Emory and I were greeted by Dr. Mulloy at
the airport on Easter Island. This was my only meeting with Dr. Mulloy, although
we had corresponded before that time and continued to do so thereafter. In particu­

lar, we shared an interest in restoration projects. He invited me to participate in his proj­
ect on Easter Island, but unfortunately this was never realized. I admired his thorough
and meticulous work, which gave me useful suggestions and models for my own work in
the Society Islands.

One night on Easter Island while we were talking, I was drinking tea. Dr. Mulloy
handed me a piece of paper, and I saw "This is a Japanese tea bag" written in perfect Jap­
anese characters. I was astonished that he understood Japanese, and I asked when he had
learned it. He told me that soon after he was drafted into the army, his superior officer
had noticed him flipping through a special edition of Lzfe magazine on Japan. In no time
he was sent to the army's Japanese language school, where he studied the language night
and day. That training was so intense, he said, that when he was released from military
service he was "sick and tired" oflooking at Japanese characters. I shall always remember
this incident and I am sorry that this was the only occasion of our meeting.

For this memorial volume, Dr. Mulloy's colleagues, students, and other followers of
Easter Island studies have contributed papers. In serving as coordinator, I have been
pleased to receive positive responses. I believe that this volume is representative of the
research stimulated by Dr. Mulloy's devotion to Easter Island culture and history.

YOSIHIKO H. SINOTO
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