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Avenues for research and ongoing
developments for the VTDNP and NDNP

A National Digital Newspaper Program state
project introduction to newspaper digitization
processes and research implications.

Tom McMurdo



The NDNP requires that we digitize
from master negative microfilm.




Several avenues of research:
End-user topics.

Analysis of state approaches,
usage, and outcomes.

OCR



OCR creates a text file that is derived
from TIF image files
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The most popular OCR engines are
ABBYY FineReader and DocWorks.
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Case Study: Vermont Farmer articles
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An examination of 4 pages
reveals very different results.

Overall OCR % (true accuracy):
Northern Micrographics: 82.4%
Apex CoVantage: 73.8%
IArchives: 68%

HTC: 57%
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AT ST. JOHNSBURY, W¥VT.

> » fancy for pare bred stook, hias taken much

@[I;: Buiry.

For the Vnuowy FARNER.
MR. SEMOUR'S AYRSHIRES.
1 had an opportunity & short - time sinoe,
of locking over & small herd of

cighteen in number, belonging to H. K Bs
mour, Esq., of 8t. Albans, Mr. Bemour, al-
though pot & farmer by profemsics, yet haviog

pains to oblain” thoss be bis, from popular
and relisble breeders, as will be seen from

Fllliag
The blood of life Was Sowing wasm.
Whea Iwaslivingon s furm.  _*
1 hear the swset church-going bell
As ver the Salds its musio fell.

1 s4 the eountry seighbors round
@athering 'neath the pleasant sound,
“They stop swhile beside the door,

To talk the matters o'er—
The

w4 A Jittle sun would do B0 harm,
‘Wo want good weather for the furm.”

To mark the corn-ears
More golden in the yellow light !
Since I have learned the ways of men,

‘When I was living on & farm.
———————————
Pen-Spatiers.
‘Che re-leaving officer—Spring.
Companions in arms—Twins.
Generally speaking—Women.
Hush Money—Nurse's Wages.
Loose habits—Dressing-gowns.
When is charity like a bec? When it be-
gins “ to ham.”

*| the cows « Empress,” * Viotoria,” and * k-

the following brief. iption of his herd :
At the head justly stands the cow “E'rincess,”
» noble animal, bred by Dr. Goeo. B. Loring,
of Balom, Mass., direct from imported stock.
This has been & remarksble cow for milk,
baving givea thirty-three quarts in & day on
grassalooe. He alsc purchased of Dr. Loring,

Ia,” and the. balls * Dan ™ ‘and 4 Harry™
The dam of “ Harry ” was * Jessio 3d,” the
prize cow of Bootland, imported by Dr. Lo-
ring. For eograving of thia cow seu «Flint's
Mileh Cows and Dairy Farming,” page 11 ;
also for confirmation of the amount of milk
given by “Princess,” sce April number of
Galazy, page 505. &

From Gaylor P. Loring, of Boston, Mr.
Semour obtained P 24, P
84,” Vietoria 24,” sod “Kils 24;" and from
8, D. Hungerford, of Adams, N. Y., “Lib-
bie,” snd “Libbie 2d,” and the bull “Abe
Lincoln.”” So much for his purchased stock ,
which is certainly = good array to commence
with. He basa few animals pow ou his
farm, bred by himself, mostly calves.

This stock has certainly been obtained
from reliable sources, and from “outward in-
dications™ apposrs to possess good milking
qualities, but I am sorry to say Mr. Bemour,
after being at much trouble and expense io
getting together this Soe berd, has put it
on his farm, committing it to the care of
incompetent persons, and in reality koows
very little about its capacity for the preduc-

= Ee

moecrmboT

A goose is supposed Lo be like & cow's tail
becnuse they both grow down.

Why is n chicken just batched like a cow’s
tail? Neverseen before.

They who are unable to govern themselves
are always desirous of governing others.

Query for Spiritualists—Are low spirits
less than medium sighs?

The Height of Impertinence—-Asking n
Jew what his Christian nawme is.

A school board that is mever clected—A
blackboard.

The center of gravity—A Quaker's waist
coat buttons.

The western wits now call hignmy Utah-
Jizing the fomale sex.

« [ don't remember having ever seen you
before,” as the kawyer sail to his conscience.

A rising artist 15 painting for next yoAr's
exhibition a picture of death as large as i
friend, and closed by say-

xpect tosee reflocted i your
ex? Yourself—if she is u good

looking-glass.

An mdventurous astronomer, with some
spare eapital, is looking out for a safe spec.—
k of the sun.

An irritable man, who was disappointed in
his boots, threatened to cat up his shoe mak-

- | gives promise of being a fine dairy apimal.

| ing animals,—good types of the breed,—be-

tion of milk or butter, or the improvement
of stock. This is certanly too bad, for with
such s number of choice animals to com-
mence with, there should be the requisite
care and attention given to them, when cor-
responding results may, aod should, be ex-
pected, but bardly otherwise.

Mr. Seymour bas had three of his animals
painted by Mr. Layton, of Portland, Me.
These were the cows ** Princess” and *Libbie,”
and s two-year-old heifer, «Ells,” 1 thiok.
These are good pictures, but bardly equal to
the originals. The paintings moy be seen in
the readiog room of the Welden House, St.
Albans.

The heifer, “Klla,” commenced giving
wilk when only thirfeex mouths old, and

)

As [ have said before, these are ine-look-

ing of good shape, style, and color, indica-
tive of being useful for the dairy, and for
breeding purposcs. 1 bope that Mr. Se-
mour will not let other demands upon bis
time and attention deprive hun of the oppor-
tunity of g his farming opersti

personally, and, by so doing, of placing his

er, but compromised by drinking n cobbler.

If we.could read the secret history of our
encmies, we should find in cach man's life
sorrow and sutfering enough to disarm afl

Ayrshires iu the position they are entitled to,
and capable of flling, and assist in advane- |
ing the iutercsts of good stock and dairy
husbandry in this part of the state.

E. R. Towis.
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[.IVINO OH A FARM.

How brightly through the ralit of yean,
My quiet country hcai appeari |

My fnthe?, buiy all the day

In ploughing corn, or raking hay

My mother, moling with delight

Among her mtlk-pana, diver bright i
We children just from eohool let ftM,
Filling the garden with our gleei

The Mood of lire wai flowing warm
WhenlwaallTIngonafarm.

| hear the tweet church-going belt

Ai o'er the flelda Itt muilo fell.

| oe the country neighbor round
Gathering 'neath the pleasant found,
They stop awhile beside the door,

To talk the homely mattera o'er

The ipringlng corn, the ripening grain
And " how we need a little rain "

" A little tnn would do no harm,

We want good weather for tho farm."
When autumn came, what Joy to leo
The gathering of the husking bee, '

To hear tho voices, keeping tune,

01 girls and loyt beneath tho moon,
To mark tho golden corn-ears bright,
More golden In the yellow light!

Since | bare learned the ways of men,
| often turn to these again,
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OCR enhancements and
developments

- Continued technological improvements
- Long term NDNP view
- Manually entered headlines
- Advent of user-corrected OCR



Enhanced OCR: manual headline
keying
Utah NDNP project survey:

Study of 1200 people searching Utah’s online
newspapers rate the results they get for

searches as: Poor 9%
Fair 10%
Average 16%
Good 39%

Excellent 27%

Source: John Herbert in an email posted to the NDNP listserv on July 26, 2011
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Amador Ledger
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California Farmer and Journal of Useful Sciences

California Star
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of the Library Services and Technology Act, administered in California by the State Librarian.

The CBSR has received three grants from the Mational Endowment for the Humanities to digitize California newspapers for the Mational
Digital Mewspaper Program. These newspapers are available both here and at the Library of Congress Chronicling America website.




Many other research topics with
NDNP work
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