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Think Before You Dump It—
Safe Disposal of Hazardous

hen you dump a can of paint thinner down the

drain or throw an old car battery out with thetrash,
you could be polluting the water supply. Wastewater
trestment plants are not designed to handle certain types
of hazardous wastes. In landfills, these materials can
pollute the groundwater, surface water, and air.

You can help protect your environment if you know
how to take care of wastes. The chart on pages 2—3 shows
you the safest ways to dispose of common hazardous
products used around the home or garden. Because prod-
ucts change, be sure to check the product label for spe-
cific disposal guidelines, and above all, use common
sense!

Contacts

For more information on the safest way to dispose of
the products on the chart, contact the Office of Solid
Waste Management in the Hawaii Department of Health
at the following telephone numbers:

Hawaii .......ccccooeeeniiincce 974-4000 ext. 64226
MaUI .o 984-2400 ext. 64226
KaUEI ..o 274-3141 ext. 64226
Molokai and Lanai ........ 1-800-468-4644 ext. 64226
OaNU ..o 586-4226
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Products

Additional county-specific information isavailable
from your local county hazardous waste management
office:

Oahu: City and County of Honolulu Department of
Environmental Services, 523-4774, or on the Web at
<http://www.opala.org>

Maui, Molokai, Lanai: Maui County Department of
Public Works, 270-7880

Hawaii: Hawaii County Solid Waste Office, 961-8339 for
disposal information; Recycle Hawaii, 329-2886 or
961-2676, or on the Web at <http://www. recyclehawaii.
org/what.htm> for recycling information.

Kauai: Kauai County Solid Waste Office, 241-6880

The table on pages 2-3 is based on information from
the United States Environmental Protection Agency’s
Hazardous Waste regulations. The Water Environment
Federation assumes no responsibility and disclaims any
liability for any injury or damage resulting from the use
or effect of any product or information specified in this
publication. Copyright 1987 by the Water Environment
Federation.

For more information, see HAPPI-Home 4, Managing
hazardous household products.
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Hazardous Waste Disposal Practices for the Home

Disposal practice (see definitions at bottom of table)

Type of waste Pour down  Disposein Disposeinhaz-  Recycleif
drain with  sanitary ardous waste program is
water landfill collection only available

Kitchen

Aerosol Cans (EMPLY) ...cccvevviieereceeeese s fee e e **
AlUMINUM CIEANESS ..ottt e *
Ammoniabased ClEaNErS .........ccceeveeveeceecteeceesreeceece e *
TN 0 R o] = Y P RPRSRURR FOURRURTRTRY TOTRRRRPRY RS *Ex
Drain ClEANEYS .....cooveeeece ettt e *
FIOOr Care ProdUCLS .......cccccevveeiereseceese e eseese b e e *xk
FUrNiture POliSh ......ccueieceecece e fee e b e *xk
Metal polish with SOIVENt .........cccocvvvceeeciceeeeeceeeesfeeseee e e e, *xk
WINAOW ClEANEY ....oveevieteeeeeeeeeee e e *
Oven cleaner (IYebhase) .......cccvvvveeviese e e **
Bathroom
Alcohol-based lotions (aftershaves, perfumes, etc.) ......|....... *
Bathroom ClEANENS. ......cuvevveeeiee e e *
DeEPIlatOries ......ccovverieeeereree e e *
DiSINFECLANES ....ceveeeeeece e e *
Permanent [OtIoNS...........coooveeiee e e *
HaIr TEIAXENS ...ttt et e *
Medicine (expired) .......ccccoveieerenrneeeeseeeeese e e *
Nail polish (solidified) ......ccceovrereieirerereeeee e fees e e *x
Toilet DOWI ClEANES .......cccveeeeeeceeeeeceeeee e *
Tub and tiIE ClIEANENS ......cveeeceeeee e e *
Garage
ANLTTEEZE ...ttt |ttt sbe e s be e s be e beesbe b e e steeebeesbe e beenre ereens *kokk
Automatic transmisSioN fluid ..........ccccovveieiiiiececece e e e *FEEdoe *kkk
Auto body repair Products .........ccccceeeecesesenceeseseeceess foe e e **
Battery acid (Or batteries) .......cocevvvveeeeveviceeceeseseeeeefeeseese e e e, FEE v *ok Kk
Brake flUId ....ccueeieeeieecee et et e st e *okk
Car wax With SOIVENE .......cccooveieiee e e e e *kk
DIESEl FUEL ..ot e e e e e *FEEedoe *kokk
[0 1= o1 RSSO EOURUPRUERNN ISR SETURTORRORRPRUE SRR *EEdoe *okkk
GASOIINE ..ottt sre e e e e e e *FEEdoe *okokk
S 1015 < 1 < U SRRTY SN NSRRI SR FEE Lo, *kkx
Metal polish with SOIVENt .........cccocvvvceeiecrceceeeceeesfeeee e e e, *xk
1Y/ Ko o] gl o1 KOOSO STOURRURRRRRURUUN FOUURURRRRRRRI STRTTRRTRRRRRRRE NP *FEEdoe *kokk
(@111 o1 £SO EOEOURRY FERRRORROROO ERORRRORRRRORNY OP *kk
Windshield washer solution ...........ccceeeeveeieeieecee e e *
Workshop
Paint brush cleaner with Solvent ..o e e FEE Lo *okkok
Paint brush cleaner With TSP ........ooooveiiicececeecce e *
Aerosol cans (EMPLY) ...cocveereeeerereeeere e [ e *x

N
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LN 1111 0T o1 SRRSO SRRSO NSRS NS *xk
Glue (solvent based) ......cccvceeveveseeese e e s e *xk
Glue (water based) .......cccvveeveveiereese e e, *
PaINt, TAEEX ...evieeieieiesieieree e fe e e *x
Paint, Oil DASEd .........ccoeieiriiireeesesee e e e *rx
PaINE, QUEO ..ot frre s e e *rx
Paint, MOTE! ......ccooeeirieiece e fee e e e *rx
Paint thinNer .........cooiie e fees e e e FEE e *kokk
PaiNt SHPPEN ..o esee s fore e e e *xk
Paint stripper (lyebased)..........cccccevveveceievecienececeesfor *
PrIMIEY <.t Lo e *rx
Rust remover (with phosphoric acid) ...........ccceevvivveein o, *
TUIMPENLINE .ottt sae e | ee s e e e e FEE v *ok Kk
VaAIMISN oo Lo e FEE e *kokk
WOOd PreESErVALIVE. .......cceeeiecii e fe e e e *xk
Lawns, gardens, and fields
FErtiliZEr .o e *x
FUNGICIAE ... e e e, *xk
Herbicide (Weed KIller) .....cvvveereeeeesereeese e feese e e e *kk
INSECHICIAR ... e e *xk
REL POISON ..ot see e e e e *xk
Miscellaneous
AMMUNITION <.t e e e *Hx
Artists’ paints, MEdiUMS.........cccceveveieeiere s fee e e e, *xk
Dry cleaning SOIVENES..........coviirieieseseee e s e e FEE v *ok Kk
Fiberglass €DOXY ....ccovveeeeviiecieese e sie e eseens foe e e e *xk
GUN cleaning SOIVENES .......cceceeve i e e e FEE v *ok Kk
Lighter fluid ......cooeiieieeee e b e e *xk
MErCUry DatEriEs ......ocvveeeeiececece e Lo e e *xk
MOEh-DEIIS ... fr e e e *rx
Old fIr@@l@armS ...ceeeeeeesiererieee e | e e *rx
Photographic chemicals (Unmixed) ..........cccoevvvvivevci oo o, *xk
Photographic chemicals (mixed / diluted) ..........ccceeeenfuene. *
ShOE POLISN .. e e **
SWimmINg POOI aCId ........oceeveviieeese e e e e *xk

*  Productsthat can be poured down the drain with plenty of water. If you have a septic tank, additional caution
should be exercised when dumping these items down the drain. In fact, there are certain chemical substances that
cannot be used with a septic tank. Read labdl to determine if a product could damage the septic tank

**  Materials that cannot be poured down the drain but can be safely disposed of in a sanitary landfill. Be certain
the material is properly contained before it is put out for collection or carried to the landfill.

*** Hazardous wastes that should be saved for a community-wide collection day or given to a licensed hazardous
wastes contractor. (Even empty containers should be taken to alicensed contractor if oneisavailable.)

**** Materials that can be recycled if arecycling program is available in your community. If thereis no recycling
program, encourage local officials to start such a program.




