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A KNOWLEDGE of the lifespan of an organism
is of value in understanding its life history.
Ecological succession, including rates and char­
acteristics of marine fouling, may be related to
organism longevity. Organic production can be
evaluated from growth and longevity data (e.g.,
Thorson, 1957). Our longevity analysis was
undertaken as part of an evaluation of rates of
biogenic sediment production by calcareous
organisms.

Such growth and longevity data are scarce for
benthic marine invertebrates. Mollusks, particu­
larly the commercially exploited varieties, have
been extensively investigated in this regard (as
summarized, for example, by Comfort, 1957),
but less is known about the growth and lifespan
of other marine organisms.

Other writers have calculated organism
growth rates from fouling panel data (e.g.,
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, 1952),
but the data are not ordinarily used for longevity
estimates. Haderlie (1968) studied organisms
settling on fouling panels in Monterey Bay, Cali­
fornia. We have calculated both growth rate and
longevity for 13 of the more common calcareous
organisms which settled on those fouling panels.

METHODS

Plywood fouling panels used during this
investigation have been described by Haderlie
(1968). The panels were placed at five different
positions in Monterey Bay (lighted, intertidal,
shallow, deep, and floating). One series of
panels at each station was designated "tem-
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porary." These temporary panels were replaced
monthly. A second series of panels was des­
ignated "permanent." At each station, begin­
ning in October 1966, permanent panels were
left in the water for 3, 6, 9, and 12 months.
Two years' data have been gathered for both
temporary and permanent panels.

Settling of organisms was too irregular to
permit a separate growth analysis for each
station. Therefore, for each organism considered,
all available data have been considered together.
The justification for such a procedure is that,
while the presence or absence of an organism
may be determined by the station characteristics
(light, depth, tidal exposure, etc.), a given
species will grow at a relatively constant rate at
all stations where it is present at all. Qualita­
tively, the data appear to support this procedure.

Our approach to estimating longevity is as
follows: There are published accounts of the
maximum size to which the organisms in ques­
tion will grow on the Pacific coast of North
America. An extrapolation of a growth curve
gives a time at which the organism will reach
that maximum size (here termed maximum size
cutoff). The time required to reach this maxi­
mum size cutoff is a measure of the longevity
of the organism. Any curve approaching this
maximum size asymptotically (e.g., a von
Bertalanffy growth curve) is unsatisfactory un­
less one uses the time required to achieve some
set percentage of the maximum size rather than
the maximum size itself. This latter approach
would correspond to defining the A. 95 of Taylor
(1959). A.95 is the age at which an organism
reaches 95 percent of its maximum size.

We have calculated a linear approximation
to the growth curve and have used this ap­
proximation to extrapolate to the maximum
size for longevity estimates. Our data do not
justify the calculation of more complex func­
tions.

As graphic presentation (Figs. 1 to 3) the
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longevity is represented by the intersection on a
size-time diagram of the growth curve (oblique
line) with the maximum size cutoff line
(horizontal line). Longevity so calculated is the
time required for the organism to attain its
maximum size.

The largest size of a particular organism on
each panel is plotted on a size-time diagram, and
a decision whether or not to use that data point
is reached as follows: At each time period for
which there are data, only the maximum or­
ganism size is used. For a particular time even
the maximum size is not used if that size is
smaller than the maximum size at a previous
entry. The X's and O's in Figures 1 to 3 repre­
sent all the data; the O's represent the data
used. Such a complex procedure of acceptance
or rejection is justified because apparent growth

rate on a fouling panel may be a serious under­
estimation of true growth rate; an organism
may have begun its growth any time between
immersion and removal of the panel.

The growth curve is represented by the best­
fitting straight line through the origin of the
size-time diagram. The slope for such a line is
given by the formula:
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where T is time and S is size, summed over
each of n observations.
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FIG. 1. Longevity calculated from growth rates for two species of annelids (A and B) and four species
of barnacles (C-F). The longevity is represented by the intersection of the growth curve (oblique line) with
the maximum size cutoff (horizontal line).
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RESULTS

Annelida

Two genera of serpulids were considered:
Chitinopoma occidentalis and Spirorbis sp.
Chitinopoma, which grows to about 55 mm,
appears to have a lifespan of about one year,
while Spirorbis (maximum size 1 to 4 mm)
apparently lives about 2 months. The following
observations on the habitats of these organisms
agrees with these estimates. Spirorbis commonly
encrusts blades of the giant kelp, Macrocystis,
while Chitinopoma rarely if ever does so. These
kelp blades last only a few months (North,
1964), and so it appears that Spirorbis, but not
Chitinopoma, can complete the benthic portion
of its life cycle on this short-lived substratum.

Arthropoda

Four species of barnacles were common on

fouling panels. The maximum size cutoffs used
are from Johnson and Snook (1927). Three
species of Balanus were examined. B. crenattts
(Fig. lC) lives 9 months according to our
estimates. B. glandula (Fig. ID) lives a year,
and B. tintinnabulum (Fig. ID) about 16
months. Chthamalus dalli (Fig. IF) lives about
6 months; since it was present only on the one­
month panels, however, the estimate of its
longevity is unreliable.

Bryozoa

The maximum size cutoffs for the five species
of bryozoans considered are taken from Osburn's
papers (1950, 1952, 1953) on bryozoans of
the Pacific coast of North America. All species
can reach these maximum sizes within 6 months
or less. Both CristJlipora occidentalis (Fig. 2A)
and Tttbttlipora pacifica (Fig. 2B) can grow to
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FIG. 2. Lon~evity calculated from growth .rates for five species of bryozoans. The longevity is represented
by the IntersectIOn of the growth curve (obltque lme) with the maximum size cutoff (horizo1ltal line).
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FIG. 3. Longevity calculated from growth rates
for a sponge (A) and a pelecypod (B). The longevity
is represented by the intersection of the growth curve
(oblique line) with the maximum size cutoff (hor;­
zontal line).
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sizes significantly larger than the Osburn maxima
and thus perhaps can live longer than 6 months.
Probably, however, they ordinarily complete
their life cycles within 6 months.

A departure from the outlined procedure of
data manipulation was taken with the two
species of Bugula (Figs. 2C and 2D). Only the
I-month data were used because the data for
longer periods would give lifespans of several
years. As Grove (1933) observed that B1Jguia
flabellata lives less than a year on the Atlantic
coast of North America, it appears likely that
the apparent slow growth of Bugula on our 9­
and 12-month panels resulted from late settling
rather than long lifespan.

The fifth bryozoan species considered is
Holoporella brunnea (Fig. 2E) which lives
about 6 months according to our calculation.

Porifera

DeLaubenfels (1932) reported that Leuconia
heathi grows to about 110 mm in diameter. The
estimated longevity is therefore about 17 months
(Fig. 3A).

Mollusca

Mytilus edulis can grow to about 100 mm
(Fitch, 1953). Such a size can be achieved in
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