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Your Excellencies,

Every government, at intervals, calls its ambassadors
together to review the major internationa: preblems with them,
Having myselt represented my country, i am familior with the
kind of gathering at which you listen to all sorts of brilliont
speeches by the Minister and senicr officials at the Ministry of
Foreign Atfairs or by other leading personalities. You listen
carefully and try 1o !earn from the experience of others. You
think things over and discuss them together, and sometimes
there emerges some new idea, some different li~e of approach
which may be of use in the formulction of the foreign policy of
the country you are representing. | should therefore feel quite
at home if, instead of being here, | were sitting omong you, as
on attentive listener,

But you chcse to arrange matters differently, You have
put me af the speaketr's table so that in o few minutes' time you
will be able to fire your questions at me. You have csked me to
review an 'mportant topic which affects us al!': Africa and the
Commor Market, | will readily discuss this with you because !
somehow feel ot home here, among people doing the same kind
of job, tollowing the same career as myself. | shall undoubted-
ly find it easier to make myself understood.

As o diplomot, cenditioned through experience and by
instinct to give first consideration to the political aspect of
things, | om struck by the political importance of this subject.
in 1950, there werc only four independent states in Africa:
Egypt, Ethiopia, the Unicr of South Africa and Liberia. In 1963,
the remaining dependent territories appecr on the map as no
more thon o few isolated spots.

if we take only those countries associated with the
Common Market, we find that their political evolution has been
even more rapid. When the Treaty of Rome s signed in 1957,
oll these countries were associated through their mother coun-
tries. In 1962, olthough eighteen of them had become fully











































| As | have ;ma the lego has o
ﬁm shou!d be ﬂembahty in ﬁw p"’

- yws durmg whidv it can 'di :
ey pending ﬁw necessary traw

|  _ ~ is up o you in fuﬂ fmotbm




cssistance scheme. In full agreement with the Minister for the
Plan, M. Massa, we shall soon be sending out a mission of
same fifteen economists and other experts from the six Com-
munity countries.  The mission's task will be to draw up,
within four months, a recovery plan that will then be submitted
tor Government approval. As far as possible the plan should
include specitic proposals for technical assistance and invest-
ment schemes that could be submitted to the EDF or to any
~ther financial body, for the Community has no intention at all
ot monopolizing the Congo.

! am cenvinced that this mission, in view of the quality
=t ;ts members and the rapid results it will achieve (we for our
port will see to this), will be a milestone in the history of co-
cperation between Europe and Africa. | would ask you to give
them all the help you can: it is for you, and you alone, that
the mission will be working.

Now that the clouds have cleared over the Congo, | am
hoppy that the beginning of a new association between Africa
and the Common Market may mean a new start for this Republic,
which has sutfered too much. If we all pull our weight and
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gocdwil, the succes we hope for will surely crown

Ytorts,






