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In spite of the various cris~s that have been troubling the 
Gommunity in the past few months Member governments have shown 
a genuine desire to respect and implement the social action pro-
gramme On June 10, the Council took a first set of decisions 
which pave the way for achieving cur objecti~~s 

It is no coincidence that the problems of d1sabled people 
figured prominently in these decisions 
An initial Community programme designed to improve the chances of 
handicapped people to take up normal employment was decided upon, 
as was an extended system of financial assistance for handicapped 
people from the European Social. Fund 

It is important to see Community activity on behalf of the 
disabled people within the general context of efforts to 1mprove 
the social well-being of the whole Community population The 
Community has reached a stage of economic and social development 
where it can, and indeed must, afford ~o question more critically 
the pattern and cos~s of econ~mic growth and the distribution of 
resources. Our society imposes ever h1gher standards of efficiency 
in order lo keep pace with the lntensity of competition. 

The lives of disabled people thus become more difficult. These 
difficulties are compounded in times of economic uncertainty, such 
as we are now facing, when the more vulne~able categories of the 
working population together with the non-active population often 
have to bear the brunt of inflation. 

One must also bear in mind that our commun1ty is today not 
only prosperous but also better educated and informed_ With this 
come entirely legitimate demands for a more just society and for 
policies which can ensure not only the collective well-being but 
also the selffulfillement of each individual. 

The general aim of Community initiatives on behalf of the 
handicapped population must be to enable these people to lead, 
as far as possible, a normal independent ~ay of life. fully inte­
grated into society. This general aim applies to all age groups 9 

to all types of disablement and to all rehabilitation measures. 
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Some .;.o£ d.H~ !:pl"c: . .,flc .yp~::> ~,r ;,,:··;.en ;.\•v:>iv.ocd"have been e-atried 
on for some years. 

Sltlti~ 195i. ~he ECSC lrea·.y h<H *'r,ablvd us to ptomote bio"~ 
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and diHeuses mo~~ frequently enc~~~~e:~d ~n :he coal and steel 
indus~ries. Info[matton and sLUd) se~~l0n: we~E held on this 
them 1n Luxembur.g in 19iJ ln cht: year\' ·' come 1, new research 
work will lHO\ de'Jt::lop~d. P"'C'~.\cu·iar'ly ·:hai .:0LU.e.d 1:0 the industrial 
tehabilir~~ion of disabled petscnE 

Starting with ~ork on smpu:Ees and Lhei~ equipmenti we hBVe 
undertaken the &tandardisat~on Gi ptostheses and their prefabricated 
parts, and hope soon to reach an agreem~nt on artificial limbs. 

The Commission also cecogni$eS thE vary gzeat importance of 
approptiate housing in any genera] apptoach ~o rehabilitation and 
social rein~egration. A working party has been studying the varous 
problems and architectural obstacles 1nvolved with a view to esta­
blishing minimum stand&.:cds. Mo:..e will be said about our activity 
in this field at a later aessicn at this cooference. 

The European Social Fundr which is an important community 
financial instrument designed to promote a better employment policy 
throughout ~he Community, has also be~G used extensively for the 
occupational rehabilitation of handicapped people. Financial aid 
from the Community amounting tc over 30 miliion units of account 
was approved last year for training a~tivi~ies in this field. Du­
ring 1973t the size and number of applications for finat.cial support 
of this kind were much greater than expe~ted. This indicated the 
need for the Community to concentrate i~s effor~s on priority 
projects aimed at the quantitative and qualttative promotion of 
efforts being made at national le~el, an the baei& of jointly formu­
lated guidelines. With this in mind, the extension of the Social 
Fund system of intervention on behalf af the handicapped was inclu­
ded as a priority measure in the Commission 1 s Social Action Pro­
gTamme and as I mentioned earlier, recently adopted by the last 
Council meeting in June. 

Another important step) taken by Lhe Council in June, was the 
adoption of the first Community programme on occupational rehabi­
litation specifical1y concerned with all handicapped persons who 
have the potential capacity fot employment. in normal conditions" 
This initiat1ve c0mes as a resul~ of much preparatory work, under­
taken since 1970, to study how Communtty ac:ion could be developed 
1n this field, 

During the last few y~azs. the Comm1ssion has encouraged a 
wide discussion of ~he problems involved. Preliminary conclusions 
showed that concerted initiatives at Community level could most 
usefully be started in the paz~icular field of occupational 
tehabilitation for normal work, Here 1t has been shown that 
there is great scope for improving the framEwork of co-operation 
beLween the relevant au~horities c2 enc0urage the spread of know­
ledge about the best ~raining methods and their application. 
together with their evaluation in a Community perspective. 
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The programme in ~uestion is designed to enable nll the 
different grciups in a c0mmunicv to become aware of their social 
responsihiliti~s. By promotin~ a wider developmcbt of occupational 
rehabilitation facilities~ it should moreover be possible to 
ease the burden on the infrastructure of protected workshops. 

A second programme is required to guide Community activity 
into fields which concern the most seriously handicapped people 
This shoul cover the whole diversified process of rehabilitation, 
from the stage of diagnosis. In this context, we shall try 
especially to provide a common approach to the problem of sheltered 
or adapted employment, 

Together with these rehabilitation measures, others are 
proposed for the prevention of accidents and diseases. The 
Community is thus making a dual approach to these problems. In 
the coming months, we shall be concerned with drawing these pro­
blems and their solutions into a coherent pattern. 




