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Brussels, Januarl 22nd L972

S . More than forty years ago Winston Churchill compared the idea of
Eurépean?unity to a spark rising and flying upward. Among innunerable
sparks, he said,,tha¢ flash and fade away, there now and again gleams one

1'fhat lighté up not'only the immediate scene but the whole world.

‘We representatives of the Community of SiX are proud to have made
today's historic meeting possible, having fanned the spark into a flame.
It is now for the Community of Ten to trangform it into the great ({lame of

united Europe{

The signatures placed today under the acts of accession are the
culmination of @ political act pregﬁant with extraordinary and pogitive
implications. The beginning was maede more than ten yeaces agoe, and today
we are creating.the dimensions and the conditions that are reguired if owr
Community is to develop and complete ihc political design which 1r"p1wcu
the Treaties of Rome and of Pallu. WG are consequently aware that the res-
ponsabilitier regting on the ComuunJiJE“ institutions; on the Govermments
and the peoples of the ten coun%rieﬁ of the new Community must be measured
by the immense hopss that are rale\ by the idea of Duropean wnity.

Like all great ideas in history, the idea of Inrope has in the
course of time been gupported on different grounds and for different rensons,
In the immediate postwor period it steamed mainly from the sgonizing
contenplation of two civil wars in Europe which have go cruelly scacrved ouvr -
recent hi.‘:'kg.»z",‘ . Today, the idea of lluropaan ottty draws its sbrongih jf;":::‘;\

the feeling that it ip the angwer to the worries of the preoeni, the only

effective way to bhanigh tbe wcertointics of the future oxd to make renll
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; fielis, and + e’aln OL~ “bet :
,along the road to the unlflcatlon oP ELrope"We

’more'sol}d and broader foundatxons. the spllntered\soverelgnty of the peoples

of Furope, preventlng ‘the " decay of thls ‘noble ccntinent, which has been t&e
;cradle of mndern c1v1llzailon.,:: L

R

~ Our edlflce is not, 4nd cannot be, bullt for trade alone, For the 7
system we have g0 1abor10usly built up. in our Communlty of Six dnd which we
jiw1ll contlnue 1o bulld'uprln'tne>Commun1ty'of'Ten:w111'be unable to prov1der
satisfactory answers to the complex problems of our era or to guarantee fully
5the exigtence . of the Communlty unlcss we. operate Wlhh all our strength and
'lw1th -an unillnchlng w111 to dChJeVG the ﬁconomlc 1ntegrablon and polltlcal

‘;;'unlflcatlon of our countrle%.rf

The dlffwoultles we. uxll encounte¢ are of course many dnd ser:ous,
~but Lho dlfilbultle we'wlll encounter—lf we do not advance woulu,be grevter

7 and nore: serious. Unlted, we w1l] be able to write a new ¢haptcr of history,rr
to be a powerful fdctor WO“kan in the cause of libexty, of security, of 7
'progrela and of ‘peace in the MOTJd D3v169d9 Qe will be no more'thanrépeCfém o

Lorb ‘on the frlng of hlstorya

7 We MUQU; of courqt, be re dllatLo, but- not ih order to:restrain our
lmuﬂtnatlon. fe mus L oi cou'"e, he pﬁubmmiJL, ub not in oider'%o curb ouw
ardour"we musif of course, be prudeatg hut not in order toruﬁdérmine our
,ourage?,_ 5 L

Oup edifice ig r&vo;n11uqary and orl ”Jnn} T dw rcvo]ohlﬁnurv'éhcn

compared with cerlisr higtoric. experiments, fer the uhllyin@ PPOGeRs we havs
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;who s duty lt 15 tO Propoac ani, atch over‘Communlty rules an; torshare;‘“

1shap1ng the acts of the Coun611° and, flhally, a Court of Juatlcemwhichﬂensures

V;thdx Gommunlty law 1s observed These, then, are the easentlal featureﬂ of the;xii

V,dlll,‘ whloh we must defend and strengthen 1n a democratlc framework, ﬁlﬁue St

'f’t 13 they whlch confcr on the buddlng Communlty 1ts partlcular charauter.,""

- “ The new Communlty is not,rand does not seek to- be, a new blocg bﬁi’r
fﬂja w1de communlty of free and peaceful Staies and peoples each of" uhlch X
';brlnglng to the common edlflce 1ts own genlu», 118 own glorlous herltdge. T

is a Communlty of te,dﬁnocratlc countries- that dre amonqu the most hlghly

 "t developed in ‘the world, dnd.lt ig detcnnlned to make the proceaa of unl*lcan

"taon 1rrevelqlble in ordcr to consolldaie our frlendshlpu,'ln order io cantrl;ff 7T
buic declblvely, on-.a footlng of cquallty, to the devolcpment of the less
'”favoured nations, and in order to dhve103§ a8 a new elemont of equlllbrlum in 77;:
a bettcr 1ntc;natlonal oxder, new cooperatlve relatlonshlpu w1th ail bhe R

peoples. of the earth. .

Never before has one generation had so many opport unlblea to ccntrlm,,f?f
~bute in concrete manner to the wnity of Eu vono,rthe'ta 3k to- whlch'so meny

eminent. .statesmen have in the past'dpvoued their effortq and tneln thnugbt

Thln i thh StL£I1nF cﬂnl}ﬂnga of our u,u? ‘3, chal]cngﬁ thuh we can,rrlzr

we must take UpP.
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