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> Selctlon > Beef On Farm Performance TeStll}&'\\
why and how to keep Wealj

by L. L. Wilson, K. J. Drewry, R. R. Garrigus, K. G. MacDonald and Henry

Commermal and purebred beef breeders
should continually search for ways to in-
crease profits. Since the profit from any
livestock enterprise depends on having

high producing animals, breeders should
accurately evaluate the production of each
animal in the herd. Many commercial and
purebred beef breeders use performance
testing to help select productive replace-
ment cattle and to cull cows.

Production testing requires several
calculations and accurate recording of
data. Therefore Indiana cattlemen
want to have their performance reco
summarized on electronic computers.
The Indiana Cooperative Extension Servme
will provide free electronic recomj sum -
marization on a limited basis dur ng 1@65
Electronic processing in othe¥ states hafs/
provided permanent, accurate, sta dard—
ized production records fo@qrd i

provement. \J

The purpose of this é{l},\amon is to
help Indiana cattle ﬁ{\ Llyie weaning
phase of an On-Fanﬁ?SKformance Testing

Program. // 7

o )

Producer ay obfz{m copies of the
form "Beef\éasftﬂ%@q—F arm Performance
Testing—Weaﬁ/mg\Record” from the County
Extensi&Q\X ent (Sample attached). This
is a two —péi;t\ ellow and pink) form which
makes a duplicate copy without carbon
paper. Care must be taken in completing
these forms to reduce errors in record-
ing data.

4/ R
N/

\\ Exll in Year | 4

Mimeo AS-323
December 1964

<

“n\g\\records

\

! Sciences Department

STEPS IN COMPLET\Tz(; Z"/HE WEANING

RECORDS :
\\

After Breeqmg SBQSQn

Fill in%l\\l\]ame, Address and County

as it SW ear on the official herd
rec /rd

D\\xno)é write in the farm code or breed

sgaces

. 4 andclass
Year (5-6)
| Tlass (9) The year in which the calves
w111 be weighed 1is the figure used. In
herds consisting of a combination of pure-
bred, grade or crossbred calves, use the
class code which applies to the majority of
the calves if all calves are to be indexed on
the same basis. If each class is to be in-
dexed separately, then separate weaning
forms should be used for each breed or
class. Do not fill in weaning date until the

calves are weighed.

Cow identification: One of the most
direct benefits of performance testing is the
identification of high and low producing cows.
To find, cull, and replace cows that are not
paying their way, apermanent cow number-
ing system should be used. Cows may be
identified by neck chains, ear tattoos, hip
or horn brands, or eartags. For commer-
cial herds, brands are usually better be-
cause they are permanent and easier t2 read
in the field. There are many good ways to
number cows. Two methods are given be-
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low which include the cow number and year
of birth.

Cow No. 160 may be calf No. 1 or
No. 16 born in 1960.

Cow No. 4161 may be calf No. 41 or
No. 416 born in 1961.

Only five numbers or letters can be
used on the weaning form. Each cow must
have a permanent and different number.

Fill out the dam information on the
official weaning record. Each cow in the
breeding herd should be listed. The age
of dam must be the cow's age (in years)
when the calf will be weaned.

Dam
Number Age
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 /
1 .2 .9 .4 .3 /. ] (
2 . .L.3 .4 /.0
3/R.E .4 .6 .9 L5

Sire Number: Three spaces | e(re (\
allowed on the weaning record/for SNE& //

identification. Usually a code 13\&@% ie:

Sire No. JC7 is ]ohnso Qrusader 7

Sire No. 2 is Doe' B@(c\ellence

9394678 E/K

Each different sire must h have a different
code number %f su\é 1//s/khown ) Once a

sire is assigned/a code ﬁdmber, he should
have the sa \mﬁ*rQ in all following years.
Fill insire nu }s?i unknown, leave blank.

O

W
\\ _
Dam
Sire
Number Age Number
14 15 16 17 18 19 20121 22 23
.2 .9 .4 .3 1.11d.¢ 7
. .L.3 .4 1.0 . .%
R.E .4 .6 .9 Sty C.7

Put the records in a safe place until the
cows have calved.

At Calving

Usually information takeéo%hf/@ows
e

and calves at calving time 1. corded in a
pocket notebook in the flgldmter trans-

ferred to the official wean record. A
list of the cows in th /her y be made in
the pocket notebook 41‘ 90/ calving.

As the calves‘ e bo n, permanently
identify each cz/alfi his number should be
the one Wthﬁt\hﬁ; animal would retain if it is
kept in the@eed}@ herd. Eartags and tat-
toos are re%;r d, Record the sex, birth
date, and make notesof any abnormal calving
(stlllﬁrth det/ rmed, or accidental death.)
Bthg ts may or may not be taken.

Kfte‘&@alvmg

Wh/en most or all of the cows have calved,
f111 in the calf number, sex code and birth

ite on the official weaning form. The sex

code (1 =bull, 2 = heifer, 3 = steer) must
be the code that will apply when the calves
are weighed.

If actual birth weights are not taken,
leave birth weight blank on the official wean-
ing record. The following estimates will be
used for males:

Small breeds = 60 pounds (Angus)

Medium breeds = 70 pounds (Shorthorn,
Hereford) -

Large breeds = 80 pounds (Charolais)

Heifers will be assumed five pounds
lighter than males.

Example: Cow No. 2943 had a heifer calf
on January 1, 1964

Cow No. L34 had a bull calf on
February 28, 1964

Cow No. RE469 had a bull calf
(castrated) on March 9, 1964



C alf

Dam .
Sire Sex jCal. Birth date ‘Birth

Number Age Number |Number code?/|rec.b/ | mo. day’, weight
14 15 16 17 18 | 19 20121 22 23| 24 25 26 27 28 |29 30 31 32 33\@ \735 36 37

2.9.4.3| L1 |J.C .7 |4 4| a o/

. .L.3 .4 10 |. .2 )T E L | 22§ ,7 g
R .E.4.6 9| .5 |J.C .7 /8 3 0.9 ,L/Z

} Vs 7
\\7/‘/
Birth weight was not taken on calf 164 from cow No. 2943. \/

All animals recorded on the weaning
form must be less than 10 months of age at
the time of weighing.  Some herds with two
calving periods per year may weigh weanling
calves at two different times.

Since animals of widely different ages
cannot be accurately compared on the basis
of average lifetime daily gain, only calves
older than 130 days and calves younger thau
280 days will be indexed at weaning. T \
calves should be with the cows until at Ieast )
the day before weighing. N7

The weaning record of the cow}zerd
primarily measures the mothering| a\b111t§f\
of the individual cows. On théo hei\hand/
yearling gain and type score d@%ore on
the calf's own abilities. In order to receive
full benefits from performance testing, both

weaning and yearling welghfs@o uld be taken
on all prospective replac n{ent )animals.

Contact the Couéﬁ%«ﬁnsmn Agent and

arrange a date for/ ?gmng “and grading.
The best tlmgfor\w/hmg is when most of
the calves are roxmﬁtely 200 days of

age. Perha\s@;% herds in your county

could bg\wel édN the same day.
N

\\
At Weighing Time

A representative of the Extension Service
or a selected, trained committee of local
breeders may weigh and grade the calves. At
weighing time be sure to complete the calving
record for each calf.

\\,,

4

The cal lﬁg%) rd (cal. rec. b) codes
and an e\:plahéﬁl\on of their use are: A
\n Jcalf (normally ra1sed by the
)/ /

g\ ’Pwm
\\%

Nurse cow (unless adopted by an-
other cow of the same breed as the
calf's dam).

f\

4, Calf died, 1 week (scours, other
sickness)

5. Calf died, accident (freezing,
drowning)

6. Premature (aborted, born before
full term)

7. Deformed (born with a permanent
abnormality)

8. Dead calf (calf born dead)

9. Missing (lost, or otherwise not
around at weighing time)

0. Dry cow (no record of cow having

a calf)

If a cow has twin calves, recopy the
dam's information at the end of the herd list-
ing since one line is necessary for each calf.




Weaning weight and type score (average

over all of the graders) is filled in on the
~official weaning record by the County Ex-

tension Agent or the designated weighing

committee. Creep code is also completed

(1 = non-creep fed; 2 =creep-fed.) Wean-

ing date (ie: Sept. 3) must also be filled in

.0.9 .0 .3.
. Mo. Da.
Weaning date (10-13)

The official weaning records may be
used in the field to record weights and
grades. However, be sure to place a stiff
cardboard between the weaning records
when writing on these forms to avoid marking
on more than one set at a time.

As soon as possible after weighing, send
the completed yellow copy to:

Beef Performance Testing
Animal Sciences Department
Purdue University
Lafayette, Indiana 47907

The pink copy is kept béf?hédgrqducer.
The records will be processed and re-
turned directly to the b} r. After rec-
ords are accumulate\é j*/ty “or three years,
the average progen y@orfgrmance of the cows
and bulls in the /hezqycﬁn

Performa{ée%mg is neither involved

nor expenqu\An it can fit into a small ~
or large, me\;fmal or purebred herd.
The o re&m\ ment for a successful pro-
gram and rofitable herd is for the cattle-
me&to have the desire to improve toward

cow{tegt‘ correct goals.

ay also be provided.

a
9
o, N\
— o
///H TN -
( \?\ )
& N // /
/A
N Cooperative Extension Work in Agriculture and Home Economics
.

State of Indiana, Purdue University
and the United States Department of Agriculture Cooperating
H. G. Diesslin, Director, Lafayette, Indiana
Issued in furtherance of the Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914,



Breed

Name

Address

County

Beef Cattle On-Farm Performance Testing—weaning record

Purdue University, Cooperative Extension Service, Lafayette, Indiana

%arﬁ code (1-&5

Year 35-65
Breed i7-8$
Class 295

1-Purebred
2-Grade
3-Crossbred

| S ] Il

1 I}
mo. ' da.

Weaning date (10-13)

a/Sex Code:
1-Bull
2-Heifer
3-Steer

b/Calving Record:

1-Weaned calf
2-Twin
3-Nurse cow

Lh-Calf died,l week
5-Calf died,accident

6-Premature
T-Deformed
8-Dead calf
9-Missing
O-Dry cow

¢/Creep Code:
1-Non-creep-fed

2~Creep-~fed

"Dam _ Calr
@gﬁpéf> — Age Nﬁiﬁ:r Number §§§e2/52i:E/B;§?h d:z; 3:§Z§t gi?gizg g?Q?Z gzg. Remarks%
415 16 17,18 19 20121 22 23 |2k 25 26 27 28] 29 [ 30 131 32133 34| 35 36 37138 39 LO|LL L2| &3 f
1 - - ’/> { : e T T L . - N i :
e ) ?i/.// N 1 AR W . L L1 L 1 !
3 PR > [ J ) . 1 [T N i L PR | ' L ;
4 PR \ij ;%> A TR N T 1 1 31 L 2 g
3 et N4 L R T | 1 2 A 1 1 E
g P ' //c// 7\Hw N s 1 L " .
[ "R 4 1 hk L1 /{:}\ ] ' a4 ] ;
! A T VR §
9 T ) 1 s g 1 ] .~ )
19 Ll s 1 L \}j;l 7 L 1 1 Ly
11 L , L o 1, ,
19 e o L [ A
ik I . T — . .
13 T ) . L1 & - — A
16 ] ) I 1 1 r [ 1 1 Z ‘ L . ' 1
17 L I 1 T S N | //; var \‘\. \ 2
18 L i 1 1 L ) L 1 1 1 2 k &: /r//qj\‘ "N
19 i L ] i i A 1 1 ] [ i ) 4 1 1 1 /\\l//>
od o, R N R R
21‘ i i I 1 [l I (] | 1 1 | 1 [ i 2 ( . ]
22 i P | 2 i 1 1 " i1 1 + 1 ] 1 L
23 1 [ 1 i 1 L ) [) ] 1 1 1 1 1 1 ]
ol o, \ L L oa s , . L L, .
25 Lo . A I Y 1 A P L .

Weight Supervisor
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