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Settings Takes place in living room of a modern I ;§;§i§>
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SAFETY BEGINS AT HOME

By Mary Erb Mattingly . §52i§§v7
Elston Home Demonstration Club . -

Tippecanoe County

%\\

farmhouse. </}

Characters are —~ \\\:iﬁ/

Bill Johnson, age 36, a modern farmer

Sarah Johnson, age 35, his wife //§§£§§i>

Their children: Dicke====- ik \(
Lois======~ 10 <li§§>
Janie====- 6<<i§§i>

It also can be shortened rather éésily by limiting

Note: This play would work very wg%iffor\a radio program.

the contest to one or two da

ACT I
SCENE I

Bill:
Sarah:

Bill:

K}fj;

N

ound:

=
@

£ t\\\thnson hcre, Bill is read-
aper and Sarah is knitting.

This County Safety ram has quite a spread in the
paper, Sarah. Are any of your clubs participating
in it? ff

|

on 1t,/; '‘m not assigned to any of them. I think

O

‘ )

Oh, yé§> fiigigk/every organization has a committee
<§§§§§dea, of course.

- %
Ye isya good idea. I know lots of homes and
bt <§f und here that need extra attention given to
ards and to new safety devices. Our place
is 1 fEZod shape, though.

omplacently) Yes, we don't have to worry. You've
lways been foresighted, Bill, about eliminating
zards before accidents occur. And, since our
"home is so modern, we don't have to worry about old
fashioned wiring and heating systems in the house.
I wish everyone could be as fortunate as we are.
I can't recall an accident around here...

Child's scream; followed by crying.
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Sarah: It's Timmy! (ruShes from room, then returns,

leading crying child.) 4 g;giiijy
Bill: (arises and meets mother and son) What happ e§3§i> :

fellow? Tricycle too much for you to handlg§£i§>

Sarah: (inspecting leg) He's hurt, Bill. Look at thi
nasty gash and bruise. (\//

%

Timmy : (tearful and indignant) Janie left her old skates
on the front steps and I fell on Egﬁ; I !
7

Bill:  Janie knows better than that. Jéﬁiﬁ§§>

1
idents? This

Sarah: What was I just saying about no
is just the kind that could e been serious, too.
{ ~ )
\  Janie enters--- (?;J
N)
Bill: Say, young lady, your /skéfeéimére left on the front

steps and caused you /iiti}@ brother a painful fall.
)

Jenie: I didn't leave ldy. I was going right

back.

inute and that's all the time
ccident. And we've had it.

Bill: You left them fo
it takes to have a

7
Sarah: Bill, mayﬁg’we<§h0uld take advantage of this
coun@z pr‘érggﬁﬁo develop some good habits among
ren.

the chi e Our equipment and home may be ac-
cident p but they're only as safe as the

Peoﬁlgiggj se them.
Bill: yf/f\\\@a e a family council meeting just as soon

i
d§f§? s comes home from the 4-H club, and Dick
s back from Boy Scouts.

N

/

( \
\ )

[
o =)

<§i§i;f// Curtain




SCENE IT Living Room

Bill: And so that's what happened to Timmy. Now what Szgiiivy
- shall we do to prevent more of these little acl

responsibility.

cidents? <i§§§>
sarah: Daddy and I think that safety should be ever (}h

Dick: ‘We were just talking about the County Sa~ Pro-

gram at Scouts tonight. We're goin t ct
(th ' e fire

0ld newspapers and magazines becau
‘hazards, and then sell them to earn €y.

Lois: The 4-H girls are making safety §g§§S§§ for the
County Programn.

Bill: I'm glad your organlzatlons/a 1né something,

. ‘ but what can our family dof?(

Dick: Let's have a contest andgh;§e\ f%fize for uhe
winner. //

Lois: Let's each look for sagify zards and decide how

to correct them
the most points

Bill: That's a good idea. p01nts might be a problem,
though. Shall we sa ive points for one like
finding the skates on the steps, and ten for one
that isn't | nlte(§o easy to find.

Dick: Then Timmy §§§§//;ve points to start. He found the
skates.

*gi\ poin ts. Then the one with
ins.

Tinmy (nodd lemnly) Janie was a bad girl.
Sarah: (hé; ¥3§§§§§s, Janie was a bad girl, but I think
' ,*siﬁégr enough about it.
Bill: ;@/s each look for things around the house
m that might cause accidents. Fach day
meet and tell the things we've found, and

// g@t our points. Then, shall we say in three days,
we'll add the scores and see who wins.

\‘ 4 '

&



-5 -
ACT IT (Bill and Sarah are the only two in living room)

Bill: Well, Sarah, how do you think our system is woréigiis

ing. :§:i§>

Sarah: It's quite a game. The children are act1ng<§135§>

Junior detectives. They're very secretiv
I'11l be curious to hear what they've foundvég9

(enter Dick and Lois)

Bill: How are you two getting along on oﬁ//g§y5>

Dick:  TIt's not a game, Dad. It's a c <ii%§§>And it's
serious business.

( Bill: Of course it is. Have you/fo s of hazards?
\ N
Dick: Quite a few. ) )
\\ )

Lois: What if two of us fin /%ﬁéi?ame hazard? Who gets
the points?

stlah\ I suppose we should
t you”i

Sarah: That's a good
divide them, d

(enters Janie, followéd by Timmy)
Bill: Now, who'! s/éirspﬁ

(momentéiggzgfeﬁée)

(7

Bill: Then I*11 give mine. First, I noticed that the
car brakes needed adjusting, so I had them fixed
t¢ﬁa Five points for me. Next I found an ex-
Kﬁ\z;hcord in the barn that hangs so low that T
ha //6uck under it. You know a person could

szgigost hang on it, the way it was. I fixed that.
&/ more points. Pretty good, eh?
(o

QSarah/// Pretty good, Dad, but I have three. First, I went
/%hrough the house, and found five small rugs that
<§i§i> aren't skid-proof. I sewed rubber Jjar rings on
the back side of each of them. Next, I took the
pressure cooker to the county home demonstration
agent, and had her check it for safety, and it
really needed checking. You remember that we had




Dick:

Bill:

&

Dick:

Timmy :

Dick:

Bill:

Timmy :

Bill:

Lolis:

/?“
\\L

N
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some chips in our everyday dishes and glasses?

Well, I threw them away and bought replacementsggi\\\
while I was in town. Someone could have been cuA\\\\

on them. Fifteen points, right? 4}I§i§> -

Am I next? First, I noticed that our TV a
leans, because one of the wires is broken// 1
need help to fix that. Next, I noticed t

rifle was leaning in the corner of the ba

porch, Dad, instead of being on the réckig I'put
it back. Third, I checked the car fo

el that
one of the tail lights was not wo ‘ng;iggd,
and one of the turn signals on the back of the
truck was mashed too. There wa big dead limb
on the oak tree and I pulled it d and burned it.

I notlced that you did th@?;vson.g/éhat was a very
good 1idea. \

On Timmy's swing set yafa, one of the
chains was broken an&wthe ing was dangling. I
fixed that.

Oh, goody.

That's all, I gue

That's very fine, Dick. I think you deserve 10
points for seerﬁg that gun. I sure slipped there.
& Qi?\ J

Give g§£§%3§§01nts for my swing too, Daddy.

Is tﬁ§§i§;1 right with everyone?

Xgé,\\ive him 40 points. Now, here are mine.
Méipe;, you put the beaters in the electric mixer
e/{t was plugged in. The dial was turned off,
tmlf you had bumped it or something, you might
e lost a finger. That's one. Then you used
\a metal spoon in the bowl while the mixer was

///unnlng, and you should have used a rubber scraper.

Third, there were two paring knives in the
cutlery drawer instead of on the knife rack.
Fourth, the electric coffee pot was plugged in -~

when it was empty. Fifth, the sewing scissors =~
were out where Timmy could reach them. Sixth, the
automatic washer wasn't unplugged between washlngs.
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Seventh, a pan was left in the oven, and if we'd
turned on the broiler, the pan might have been<§f2\\\
n

ruined. And eighth, the pilot light was out o
the kitchen range, and gas was escaping. ;§§i>

Sarah: Fine, Lois. Those are all important thlngs.

Bill: I think lLois should get 10 points for thew
light discovery. Escaping gas is pretty dangerous.
So Lois has 40 points. Now, Janie, /@Q a

Janie: I didn't find as many things as yoﬁjQEQié can't
win.

Bill: The contest isn't finished, Jani What do you

have? <§i§\{§

Janie: First, the pitcher of mllk7§as<;eft out of the
refrigerator, and I don't l;ge warm milk.

-/
Bill: Good for you. /?/\\§>

”eé(\up‘égd saucer on an end

y might upset them. Next, Timmy
was trying to‘climb the apple tree and I made

him get down so dn't fall. And last, Daddy
left his saw on the back porch where Timmy could
get hurt gp/;t.

Janie: Mama left her c
table, where T

N
Timmy: Jan1q>lef \h\ kates on the front steps and I got

hurt to
v
Bill: Goo b, Jahie. That's 20 points. Now Timmy,
hOW'ab you?

Timmy: \E; janie 's skates where she can't ever find
{/éo I won't fall on them again.

Saiié? ﬁz I think Timwy has a good idea.
( N
(L) '
/, Janie: /I don't.
[,,,//
a : T mean the idea behind what he did. ©Shall we make
- it a rule that toys left like the skates are to

be put away for a week, to remind the owner to take
care of them? And then let's give Timmy 10 points



Bill:

ACT III

Bill:

Sarah:

Bill:

Sarah:
Bill:

Sarah:
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for the idea.

Fine. He can give me the skates to put away angzgiis

then he won't have to keep them hidden. i§§i>

(Family is agaln seated in living room.) <i§§§>

Well, kids, we've finished a second day 1nv¢7r
contest. One day to go. How are we d01n

Things are getting harder to find. esgiiye too
many hazards of course, but we have (t ok for
them. What did you find today, Dad?

The lawnmower and scythes were i§§£§§§ the yard,
and so was a can of gasoline. “the electric

hedge trimmer was left on ;hgypo Cch And the rake/
was left, tines up, at the gardgn gate. A roll |
of barbed wire was loose 1\\\hg/barnyard where
anyone could fall oveﬁ/It} I-found three fence
breaks, where animals ﬁ/\laﬁbreak through. How
many points do I get?&ii\/{/
ix it;ﬁ§k Will 30 points be enough?

I count about

That suits me. ut you, Mother?

I've been 1looking at appliances today. I found
three plug'/with\bad connections. The toaster has
a peculiar t%}g when its toasting. We have no

extra the switch box, and no candles in
case our ts fail. I'1l take 10 points for
thos I chécked the medicine cabinet. It's too

full o ogne and shave lotion, and lacks such

Sée\\i@ls as ointment for burns, and nose drops.

‘l\ get that restocked tomorrow. In the living
,_ the lamp cords were all too long, and are

ro
ggg;zﬁg%ly tripping hazards, even though I try to keep
7t

m out of the way.

{émhat sounds like 20 points all tegether. Now, Dick--

In the tool shed I noticed that most of the tools
are just kind of stacked. The axe and the pick \
were laying on the floor. I made places to hang
most of the tools, and I'1ll need your advice on
part of it, Dad.
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Bill: I'1l be glad to help. That's a job I've been

putting off. S??\\\

Dick: You know how we burn trash close to the straw
berry patch? Well, we ought to move the in- i§§§>
cinerator. When there's straw on the berries
that's an awful fire hazard. I cleaned o
ash dump under the fireplace, too, and I bg§§§e
we should have the furnace checked by a r
man. Then, my last item is the front 'e) lock
It works just part of the time, and éigﬁ@
repair it or replace it.

Bill: Fine, Dick. I think you're cho <\\iigéellen’c
examples. That's 25 points. s----

//

©ois: In the big green chair, a S%éln is loose and
starting to poke through th\tma erial. The leg
on one kitchen chair is a 1 tle/wobbly. You
know the one. 1In the £%’ \\yard there was a
little hole that Spot h:%ﬁt summer. The grass
grew high there, , so that you
couldn't see ity but \ould step in it and twist
your ankle. I<filled ut‘w1th dirt and patted it
down good. That found today.

Bill: That's gooq/for 15, Lois. Now Janie =-=--

O
Janie: I looked th g@/ y toy box, and through Timmy's
and threw.away all the toys that were broken or
had sharp es. It took me all day to do a good

Job. <i:§i$
Sarah: \yQP ent through Timmy's toys as well as

?&ia n, I think you should get double credit.
b

9yt you, Tim.

Timmytfgggiﬁeﬁt through the trash cans, and saved all my

/' _best toys that Janie threw away. I fixed them so
o " they're good now.

\[ /
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Bill: I guess you deserve credit for your effort, Tim
but Janie was trying to help you. Now, tomorrow
we'll report and find who wins the contest.

ACT IV  (Again the Living Room, Bill and Sarah &lon { i§§§>

Sarah: Bill, I think this idea is wonderful. xgé;;ﬁwe
smug to think our home was ac01dent-proo

only are we making it a safer place, bﬁi§§§>re
teaching the children and ourselve for

potential dangers and to do somet lng ut them.
Dick seems to be particularly res eful.

Bill: Yes he does, and at his age d be. Now,
have you thought of a suitab e

] ~—
sarah: No, I haven't; I thought &/h'd(take care of it. {f

/
Bill: " T have some ideas. E@fe Q\\ fﬁe children.

(enter four chlldren§§i>//

Bill: So we'll wind ou;\¢®ntest now. But let's not
stop looking azards. If you point out any
especially good O in the future, I might add a
little bonus to your’ allowance. Some of these
suggestlogs’mean a money savings to us. Others

might savel "our (lives.

o\

Sarah: Yes, s does begin at home, and we must con-
tinué?to for a safer and better home. Daddy
and e very pleased and proud of your ideas.
N/’\wg? id you find today, TLaddy?

Bill: (Igil ed some of our big trees and found some
ones that should be removed. I looked over
cold frames, and ordered glass to replace a
/m broken panes. I also ordered two new fire
/// extlngulshers for the barn. That's 15... Right?

//
he //I found a cracked glass pane in the guest bedroom
window that must be replaced. I went through che&\
attic and spare closets, and sorted all those old

clothes we've been keeping. I have boxes full of
them, to give away, and we have so much more space
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now to store more things. For years, I've kept the
matches beside the kitchen range and thought the

were too close. Today I moved them. Last of af§£§§§v7
I cleaned some of the cabinets. The cleansers and
cleaning solutions are right next to the pots

pans. Since some of them are poisonous, theyi]%&\%5

don't belong in the kitchen so I moved th
that add up to 20%

let carrying six appliances, all at o There
was a loose board in that cover ovgr’:§§i>

cistern and I repaired it.

Bill: We should cement that. We'll @ <<§%Sb

Dick: While we're doing that, we ou<££§§9/ tch that little
broken place in the front wa In the base-

rent, the paint shelves aﬁ m s. I straightened
out some of it but I think \e\sh uld move all that

to the garage where v 1;\\1on is better.
O

at red\reflector tape on the mail-
osef ocks that were too close
11 T could find.

Dick: In the dining room today, I found an Zi:éé;grgﬁm-

Bill: Good boy, Dick.

Lois: I put some of
box, and I move
to the drive. Tha

Janie: There are sgmé sharp toys in the sandbox and I

moved them, !
O \\/

Bill: Jobs are ittle harder to find, and that's a good
sign. (T1 do you have a report?

<igiépot in the tool shed. He was barking at

b fds\Q d I was afraid he'd hurt them.

's how he got in there.



Bill: Well, mother, we can be pretty proud of our boys and
girls. It looks like Dick is the winner, with
points. Lois is second. You and I tie for third,
Janie is fourth, and Timmy fifth. Now, for thgjiiii>\/
d
ick,

prizes. This was a mighty important project 11
worth a good reward. How about 10 dollars fo

8 dollars for Lois, 5 dollars for Janie,/fi?>2
? N

dollars for Timmy. A new dress for Mother?

T

Sarah: And don't forget Dad. Then I was 591” :%Siguggest
that this weekend we take a nice trip the Lake,
and celebrate our safety project ﬁ£§3§§: n at home

and is going to continue there.Qii\\\>

e

(C )
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