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CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATION AND PROFESSIONAL ROLE 
OF THE TEACHER (HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE)

Abstract 
The object of this study were the changes in the perception of the State re-
lated to the professional role of the teacher from 1898 when internship was, 
for the first time, defined as a phase in professional teacher education to the 

beginning of the Second World War. The State, as the employer, assessed the readiness of a 
trainee for full employment according to their results at the civil service examination. The 
aim of the study was to screen the professional roles of the teacher which the State promot-
ed through the concept of the examination. By analyzing the normative base on which the 
examination was designed we concluded that the changes in the perception of the teacher's 
roles were dependent upon the character of the state policy and ranged from the view of 
the teacher as the implementer of the curriculum during the reign of the king Aleksandar 
Obrenovi , then the researcher of their own practice in the period of the parliamentary 
democracy, and finally the transmitter of the state ideology in the period of the so-called 
Sixth-of-January Dictatorship. It was also found out that the outcomes of the initial teach-
er education were not in balance with the professional role of the teacher that the State 
expected as the employer.

Keywords: civil service examination, teacher's practical exam, trainee, professional 
role.
1 avilic@f.bg.ac.rs
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